Google 


This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world’s books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 


Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non- commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 


About Google Book Search 


Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 


at jhttp : //books . qooqle . com/ 











MEMOIRS, 


Illaftratipg the 

HISTORY of JACOBINISM. 

Written in French by 

THE ABBE BARRUEL, 


And tranikted into English by 
THE HON . ROBERT CLIFFORD , F.R.f. UA.S. 


Princes and Nations (hall difappear from the face of the Earth . . . and this 
revolution (hall be the woik or secret societies. 

Wcijhauft'i Difcourft for the Myfterus. 


PART IV. 

ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY HISTORICAL PART. 

Second Edition, reviled and cor re&e d. 

— 4 

LONDON: 

Printed for the Transl ator, ^ 

By T. Burton, No. ii , Gate-ftrect , Lincoln* s~lnn Fields. 

Sold by E. Booker, No. 56, New Bond-ftrttt % 






Observations on fome Articles publijhed in 
the Monthly Review, relative to the 
“ Memoirs on Jacobinism.” 


T HERE are Reviewers of whofe approbation I (hall ever 
be proud, becaufe I know the propagation of good 
principles to be the object of their labors. There are others, 
however, whofe applaufe would always be hateful to me, be- 
caufe, under the maik of fcience, they diifeminate the princi- 
ples of Impiety and Rebellion. To which of thefe daffies the 
Monthly Review may belong, I (hall not pretend to determine, 
as I am not in the habit of reading it ; but (hould be forry to 
ground my judgement on the account which Dr. Griffiths, or 
his aiTociates, have given of the Memoirs of Jacohinifm . In 
the Appendix to his twenty-fifth Volume, he has loaded me 
with imputations which I (hould leave to the good fenfe of my 
Reader, were I engaged in a mere literary difpute ; but I have 
denounced the mod formidable confpiracy that ever was con- 
trived againd Religion and Society. I owe it, therefore, to 
my caufe, and to myfelf, to prove which of us is mod open 
to the charge of unfair nefs 9 of dexterity , or of treacherous inge - 
nuity. Fortunately the talk is not difficult. 

Dr. Griffiths is pleafed to pafs a favourable fentence on 
my fird Volume, treating of the Conjpiracy of the Sofhifters 
ageunft the Altar ; but he fays, that the Confpiracy " of the 
“ Sophiders of Rebellion againd the Throne is fo imperfed- 
44 \y fupported in the fecond Volume, that he mud dill aferibe 
** the extinflion of Royalty in France much more to the 
** courfe of local events in Paris, than to the previous con- 
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" cert and deliberate wifli of the leaders of the Revolution.” 
Certainly the Jacobins would not be forry to fee fuch an 
Opinion become {frevstcnr; for they alfo claim the right of 
faying to Kings, if we attack your thrones you may thank 
yourfelves ; it was your perfidy and defpotifm, much more 
than the efforts of a BrLfTot or a Syeyes, that dethroned 
Lewis XVI.;. k was more owing to you than to Petion or 
Robefpierre that he was led to the fcaffold ; and, above all, 
it .was the tyranny of Lewis XVI. that engraved in our hearts 
that wifh to exterminate every King on earth^-Dr. Griffiths 
alio finds it more convenient peremptorily to pronounce on 
4he validity of the proofs which I adduce, than to fuhmit any 
of them to his readers, left they (hould draw a very different 
conclnfion. Not a word does he mention of the Letters, of 
the Syftems, of Holbach’s Club, of the Central Committee, 
of the Emif&ries of the Grand Orient, of the Declamations 
and formal avowals of the adepts Le Roi, Condorcet, Gudin, 
and his fellow-reviewers of the Mercure. All this mud lead 
as to believe, that Dr. Griffiths is difficult of convi&ion when 
he pljsafes to be fo ; and that he can withhold proofs when he 
ia nOt in a humour to refute them. So many perfons will 
take the word of their teachers for granted, that it is unne- 
teflhry fqt him to condefcend to give his reafons. We (hall 
iee whether he will deign to notice Sir Horace Walpole, who 
fo long fince denounced the Confpiracy of the Sophiflers of 
Rebellion. If J>r. Griffiths be determined to be blind, I can- 
not pretend to tnake him fee. 

zdly, Dr. Griffiths alfo declares, that my pofition " is 
wholly erroneous,” when I fay, that Equality and Liberty form 
the ejfential and perpetual Creed of the Freemafons . Here I was 
tempted to recognize a brother dupe ; but he had his reafons 
for appearing to be better informed than I was. He then 
fpeaks of a communication opened between the Grand Lodges 
of London and Berlin 1776 ; and Berlin, he fays, was at that 
•f ra the very focut of convergence for every ray of modern Philofo- 
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pfjy ; and then he afks, were tL/e embaffies mere child's play, or 
were there Yimtleens concealed in the Latomiee (Lodges)? I can- 
didly confefs, that had I known of thefe communications 
with the very center of Sophiftry, fo far fhould I have be en 
from retracing my proofs of the Confpiracy of the Freema- 
fons, that I fhould have given them a Wronger turn. I can 
ai(o a fibre him, that I would not have generalised to feoh an 
extent my exception in favor of the Malbnry of the Grand 
Lodge of London, had I been informed that it could pof- 
fibly have contained members fo inimical to Kings as .that 
Ti molten who aflafiinated his brother Timapbane, for that fame 
caufe of hatred to Royalty in which ,the Elder Brutus be- 
came the executioner of his Children, and the Younger Bru- 
tus the murderer of Csefar his benefa&or. Let Engliih Me- 
lons defend themfelves againft the imputations of Dr. Gvi£« 
fiths; but every reader will perceive, that the method he has 
adopted to prove that my pofition was erroneous is rather extra- 
ordinary ; for, according to his afTertions, if I am culpftlrie, 
it is of having generalized my exception too much in favor 
of thofe to whom l thought no guilt could attach. 

When we proceed to the third Volume ‘treating of the II- 
luminees, and I fpeak of their Confpiracy againft all fociety, 
property, and fcicnces, then is he far more difficult of per- 
-fuafion. It is here that I am guilty of treacherous ingenuity, 
of partiality, and of unfaimefs. Let the reader jndge to 
which of us fuch imputations are the moil applicable. 

The Reviewer deduces his grand proofs againft me from 
the manner in which I have tranflated two of Weifhaopt’s 
texts. I muft own, that one of them gave me a confiderable 
deal of trouble, not on account of the language, for the 
words are clear enough ; but on account of the arrant non- 
fenfe, and, to me, irreconcilable contradiction of this text in 
the place where it Bands. To have tranflated Weifhaupt li- 
terally , we muft have made him fay, “few wants ; this is the 
** forfi ftep towards Liberty* It is for this -reesfm that Saves- 
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“ ges and the Learned (or nun enlightened in the fupreme degree) 
€€ are perhaps the only free men, the only independent men I 
here faw a great error in Rating our men of learning as thofe 
who have the feweft wants, or as the freeR, or as the tnoft 
independent of Society. To enable them to attend folely to 
their Rudies, they Rand in need of a fufficient fortune to re- 
lieve them from attention to temporal concerns. They Rand 
in need of the labour of others to cloath, lodge, and nouriRi 
them. They are above all others dependent on fociety for 
that Rate of peace and tranquillity fo neceflary to the progrefs 
offcience. They muR, therefore, be monRers of ingratitude 
if they do not recognize that public authority, without which 
fciences muR vanifli. Put the moR learned member of the 
Royal Society into a defert or a foreR, and in another part 
put a country clown, and fee which of the two will fare beR, 
or Rand moR in need of the help of others. 

But this is not all ; Weilhaupt pofitively afferts, that fla- 
vefy is the offspring of the fciences ; and can it follow from 
foch a poiition, that the moR fcientific are the freeR and moR 
independent of men? As from a variety of other paflages I 
knew that according to the modern Spartacus no men were 
really enlightened, nnlefs it were the favages, or thofe who 
wifhed to carry us back to the favage Rate ; T tranflated it 
thus : ** Hence few wants is the firft ftep towards Liberty . It is 
tf for this reafon , that the favages are the moft enlightened of men, 
' \ “ and perhaps they alone are free” (page 177); but I took the 

precaution to add the German text (“ Darum find wilde, 
“ und in hochRcn grad aufgeklarte, vielleicht die einzige freye 
t( menfehen”), that each reader might give the fenfe he chofe 
to the original. Dr. Griffiths has done more ; he has quoted 
that other text, in which Weilhaupt literally declares flavery 
to be the offspring of the fciences ; he neverdielefs makes 
Weilhaupt fay, that favages and the fully enlightened are per- 
haps the only free men . This certainly approaches nearer to a 
literal tranflation* and the fentence taken in the abftraA may 

be 
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be more eorrc& ; my traailauon, however, is conformable to 
the fenfe of the difcourie ; but I have no objection to fubfti- 
tute that given by. Dr. Griffiths, provided a N. B. be added, 
to warn the reader of the nonfenfe of it, and the grofs con- 
tradiction it contains. 

4thly, Dr. Griffiths, or the writer he employs, next pro- 
ceeds to page 171 of the French. “ The text of Weifhaupt 
** exprefly fays : cut of our prefent imperfe & form of civil 
“ union ‘wtjball pafs into nrw and bitter ebefen: but the Abbe, 
“ in order to attribute to him the perverfe projed of perpe- 
€€ mating anarchy, an&irly renders the paflage as if we were 
€€ to pais back into the favage Rate/* Then, as if he had 
it in his power to quote numberlefs examples of my unfair 
tranflations, he adds, “ On the topic of Property , flmilar 
“ freedoms have been nfed, with a not lefs treacherous in - 
** geunity 

Upon my word Dr. Griffiths here fathers with great facility 
his own failing upon others. Sir, notwithflanding the bafe 
and calumnious accufations which yon chofe to vent againft 
me, I wrote to you as to a Reviewer upright iu his inten- 
tions, yet liable to miltake, but who, after fuch violent im- 
putations, would condefcend at lead to inlert in a future 
number of his Review the explanation which I had fent him. 
You denied me this means of defence ; 1 then told you, that 
1 fhould not leave the public in that error into which your 
Review might lead them ; as in the prefent circumltances the 
confequences might be too dangerous. I requeued a meeting 
in order to lay before you the Original Writings, and therein 
to point out evident proofs that your imputations were un- 
jufL Yon refufed thefe means of rectifying your miftake. 
What, then, entitles you to better treatment than you have 
given to a man who was moil certainly a&uated by no other 
fentiment than that of the public good, and whom you choofe 
to calumniate in defiance of conviction ? 

It pieafes Dr. Griffiths alfb to reprefent my letter (in which 
1 informed him, that I would not leave the public in an er- 
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ror) as a rifible threat of denouncing him as an Illuminee 
(June 179*8) . He adds, that I am t€ at fkll liberty to accufe 
€ * or compliment him , fy fuch a defcription.” You may. Sir, 
take what I am going to fay as a Reproach or as a compliment ; 
but, without pretending to fay whether you are initiated in 
tie fecrets of Illttminifm or not, this much I can afTert, that 
no Illuminee could have (hown lefs candour than has the au- 
thor of the article to which I am about to reply. 

Sb far was I from attributing any other intention to Weif- 
haupt, than that which he really had, when he wrote thefe 
words, Aus den Jlaaten tretten <wir in hern Huger genvdblte , 
which I have tranftated, de ees focietes nous pafjbns a des <vceux, 
a ‘tin cboix plus fage (from thefe focieties we proceed to farther 
wifhes aYtd to a wifer choice); and as this fentence, taken ab- 
flraffly, has ho fignTBcation either in German or French, I, 
in a note, called the attention of the reader to the fentcnce 
that immediately followed, as explaining the nature of the 
«i vt/er choice. fFr. Pol. III. 171)* The Englifh trandator has 
omitted this note, which in reality was only added through 
an excels of precaution. But had he inferted it what would 
it have proved ? Nothing but an efpecial care on my fide 
not to attribute to Weilhaupt any meaning that did not en- 
tirely coincide with the text. Am I to blame, if what precedes 
and what follows that fentence evidently demonftrate that this 
Sophider was endeavouring to lead us back to the favage (late? 
T (hojld fpare the Reviewer too much, or (hould rather hold 
*him out as an Ignoramus , were I to fay that he could have 
T>cen miftaken as to the meaning of that fentence. Here it 
is, with what precedes and follows it : “ Nature drew men 
v * from the favage (late, and re-united them in civil focieties ; 
y from thefe Jocitties *we proceed to further wijhes, and to a 
€t nuifer choice*. New affiliations prefen t themfelves to thefe 

“ wifhes ; 

* The note in question would anfwer to the word cbokt, Vol. III. page 
*79, and is literally as follows; «« To a wifcr choice y this is the literal 
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“ wilhes ; and by their means we return to the flat: nvbenct 
€€ we xume, not again to run the former courfe, but the bet- 
44 ter to 'enjoy oar tldliffy.'” Since die reviewer did not 
comdtifaod to favour toe with 'the interview l requeued, that 
1 might fhowr him the German text, I here print it, that he 
may get it tranflated by whom and where he pleafes ; and I 
defy him to fhow that I have either altered or warped the 
fenfe of that paffage: ** Die natur hat das menfchen 
* ge^Mechtwtis den wildhcit geriflen, und in ftaaten verei- 
<c night; aus den ftaaten tret ten wir in neue Kluger gt- 
*' nvwblte. Zii imferen ‘wbnffchen nahen fith neue verbin- 
44 dnngen, und dutch diefe langen wir wieder dort an, wo 
44 wir anfgegarttgen find ; aber nkht am dereinft den alten 
44 zirkt&l wieder zuriick za machen, fondern tun unfere 
44 weitere beftxmmang naher zu erfahren.” Now I boldly 
a fit, whether natural fiupidity can be carried fo far, or whe- 
ther *ny man can beio totally deftitute of every idea of logic, 
as not plainly to fee, that the ftate from which Weilhaapt fays 
that Nature has drawn ns, and to which it is leading as back 
by means of his (fecrct) affociations, is not the lavage (late. 
Befide, he adds. Let us explain this myftery ; and how does he 
do this ? why, by dedicating more than forty pages to prove, 
\hat the obje& of Nature in Secret Societies is to eradicate 
even the very name of People , Prince, Nation, or Country ; and 
this he positively tells us is one of his grand my ft tries. Thh 
mondrous Sophifter alfo fays, that Original Sin, the Fall of 

^ tmfiatioh of the text, aus Jen ftaaten tretten wir in neue kluger grwjbht, 
44 The licence that follows clearly enough exprefies what this choice 
44 is.** 1 placed the German text between a parenthefis immediately 
after the word choice \ and as the fentcncc alluded to immediately followed, 
.1 looked upon the remainder of the note as perfectly ufelefs, and omitted 
it ; for who could have dreamt that any perfon could have cavilled at fo 
clear a fentence ? I oply transcribe the note in this place, that every 
reader may judge of Or. Griffiths** candour. *f rarf 
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Matt) was no other than their reunion into civil fociety ; and 
that Redemption i$ our reinRatement in that Rate which was 
anterior to fociety. It is even thus that he pretends to ex» 
plain the gofpel; it is thus that he explains the rough fonts, 
the flone Jplit or broken , and the polijhed ftone of Mcfonry.— 1 
And after this Dr. Griffiths and his co-operators will come 
and accufe us of unfairnefs f dexterity , and treacherous inge- 
nuity, becaufe we unfold the absurdity of his favorite Jllu- 
minifm ! Let our readers affign thofe epithets to whom in 
their opinion they belong. 

5 thly. What can the reviewer mean by that great zeal 
which he (hows for the characters of Weifhaupt and Knigge, 
thofe two prototypes of Illuminifm ? In order to juftify 
them, he comes and talks to us of the Theifm and of the opi- 
nions which they affe&ed in their public writings, and a&r 
the brother dupe, grounding his opinion on Weiihaupt’s 
giving the writings of the Sociniau Baffedoiu to his novices. 
What does all this prove to a man who is fpeaking of the 
fecret opinions of Knigge and Weifhaupt, and who has demons 
flrated the whole dodtrine of their confpiring myfteries ; to a 
man who proves to you, by the very letters of Weifhaupt 
and Knigge, that after the perufal of the writings of the 
Socinian Bafledow, thefc two atheifls recommend and give to 
their adepts the writings of the atheift Boulanger, of th e 
atheift Robinet, of the atheift Helvetius, of the atheift Di- 
derot ; and that Knigge even complains, that fuch a fu pep- 
abundance of Atheifm would betray the tendency of the ScCt 
toofoon? (Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. I, from Spartacus 
to Cato. — Vol. II. Let. 2, from Philo to Cato.) — To what 
purpofe, let me aik, is all the fluff which this reviewer has 
copied from the German Illuminees about the Jefuits ; all 
thofe panic terrors which he affedls about the return of Catho^ 
licifm in a proteflant country ; as if proteflants and perforts 
of every religion were not bound in one interefl to counteract 
the plans of Illuminifm \ if Dr* Griffiths wiihes to miflead 
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the Englifh nation, as Tome of the adepts did for a time in 
Germany, let him learn that the trick is llale ; that it will be 
in vain for him to copy hfirabeau or Bonneville, and, like 
them, cry up the alledged proofs of jefuits Mafonry difeo- 
vered by the Illuminee £«a«»*NicoLAi. We are on the 
fpot, and can verify thefe grand proofs. ,We beg Dr. Gri£> 
hths to favor ns with a fight of that famous Pelican difeovered 
at Oxford ; and that he will not forget to tell us how it comes 
to pais, that this Pelican is replaced by a Sparrow-hawk, whofe 
feathers grow again, and bow a Sparrow-hawk, who thus re - 
f edges itfelf, evidently demonftrates that Jefuits have long Jtnce 
been bidden in the Englijb Lodges ; and that if great care be 
cot taken, they are on the eve of fallying forth to make a 
mod terrible havock. He will alfo tell us, how this demon- 
ftration becomes evident, when we obferve, that Sir Chrifio- 
pher Wren (the architect who built St. Paul’s) was profeiTor 
in one college at Oxford, and that the Pelican and Sparrow i- 
hawk were found in another college. But 1 am forry to con- 
fide r, that, when Dr. Griffiths ihall have ably developed all the 
grand proofs given by Nicolai, the Englilh reader will be 
much tempted to rank the inventor and his panegyriil in the 
fame clafs •. 

Let not Dr. Griffiths think that while we ihrug our fhoul- 
dersat this miferable fable of Catholicifm and Jefuitifm latent 
in Freemafonry, we cannot produce fubftantial proofs that 
this fable was only invented to avert the attention of the in- 
habitants of proteftant countries from the progrefs making by 
the Uluminees. We can ihow thofe leaders of IUuminifm 
Brunner, the apollate catholic curate of Tiefenbach ; the apof- 
tate Nimis, the Cbabot of Germany ; the adepts Dorfcb, Blau, 
and Wreden> the famous Uluminees of Spire, Mentz, and 

• Set Monthly Review, Auguft, 1798, pages 460 and 461 — See alfo 
the miferable difeoveries of Nicolai appreciated in a German work called 
the Veil tent frm Mafonry, page 318, Scq. 


Bonne, 
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Bonne, meditating and combining among themfelves the 
means of propagating this fable in Germany, juft as Dr. 
Griffiths had done in England. We can produce the letter of 
the adept Brunner to Nimis, difcovered among the papers of 
Blau and font by the officers who had feized them to the BU 
jbop of Spiro. Dr. Griffiths knows many things concerning 
Mafenry and IUuminiiin ; but he may probably be unac* 
quainted with this letter ; it would not be right that he fhould 
continue fo, as he will by the information be bettei able to 
judge of the part that he is afting, and of the fcrvices that 
he is rendering to Illuminifm. 

This difpatch is dated June 9, 1792, that is, juft about the 
time when the coalition of the crowned heads feemed to 
menace jacobinifm with immediate deftruftion. The adepts 
are much occupied with inventing a plan for remodelling II- 
iuminifm, that it might acquire new vigor. In this plan a 
doak is fought, which, hiding the grand machine, leaves its 
inftroments at liberty to aft without being feen, and 'to at- 
tain the objeft of the Seft without being fufpefted of med- 
dling with Illuminiiin. 

The cloak that was thus to favour the views of the breth- 
ren, was an Academy of Sciences formed of two clafles of men, 
the one of men remarkable for their zeal in the caufe of re- 
ligion, the other of profound Illuminees. Honorary members 
were to be -elefted as protcftors ; and if (fays the author of 
the plan) Da lbert once gets to bis government (that is, if the 
Suffragan becomes TSleftor of Mentz) be of all other princes 
would be ‘the moft proper for our objeB . We may perhaps unfold 
the whole of our plan to him , and make Mentz the central point 
of our academy, — To do away every idea of the hidden myfteries 
of this academy , it would he right that each member Jhould Wear 
on his breaft a medal bearing the infcription Religion I et 
Sc 1 ent 1 is (to religion and fciences). — The better to conceal 
our Jecret objeB , we muft be careful to engage all. the. teamed Je~ 
fuits, fucb as Sattler, Sailer, Mutschellr, and other 
5 learned 
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learned religiou$ T that are perfectly orthodox* fitch as G £ Rr b e K.T* 
and Schw ajltzu KBER«— It <would even bt right if it could he 
brought about* that the eftablijhment of this academy Jhould he an- 
mounted to the public by a Jefuit , and not by one of us. 

Fra y. Dr. Griffiths, has this plan come to your know* 
ledge ? Now liften to what the adept author of the plan 
&y.:« But if people cry out againlt hidden Jefiutifm and 
** againii the progrejs of Catholicifm * it will be fo much the 
** better. That would the better do away all fufpicioa of a 
“ fecret afTociation ; one might (and this is worthy of Dr* 

M Griffiths’s obfervation) one's felf help to Jpread this falfi 
u alarm” I here add the text, for the benefit of a tranf* 
lation from Dr. Griffiths, which if he gives, I hope he will 
alfo add the text, that the public may pronounce on tty 
treacherous ingenuity: “ Wurde fiber heimlichen Jefuidfm, 

M oder fiber grdfere anibreitung des Katholicifm gefchrien, 

•• defto beiTer ; dadurch wfirde aller verdacht einer geheimcn 
** verbindung nur un fo mehr befeitiget. Man konte fogar 
M diefen blinden larm felbft fchlagen belfen.” When, Sir, 
yon fhall have duly meditated on this plan of the adepts, 

I (hould like to know what you could have done more to 
favor their views than you did in giving an account of Mr, 

Robifon’s work, of my work, and of the miferable production 
calling itfelf A firft Letter of a Free-mafon to the Abbe BarrueL 
Yon will, doubtlefs, remark, that the date of this plan is 
Jane 1792 ; fo you cannot refer your readers to the Illuminee 
Boeticbr to make them believe, that lince the year 1790 
there has been no farther queftion of llluminifm in Ger- 
many. 

I flatter myfelf that you now coincide in opinion with me, 
and that you think it might have been better — lft, To have 
either fpoken of the above works with more candour and 
politeneft, or not to have mentioned them at all. — 2dly, To 
have accepted the invitation that I fent you, that I might lay 
the original texts before you. — 3dly, To have publiffied the 

letter 
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letter that I requeued you would infert in your Review.— 
And 4thly, Not to have pretended that I had threatened to 
denounce you as an Illuminee. For really. Sir, I never felt 
the flighted inducement to pronounce whether the Illu mi- 
nces had ever initiated yourfelf or your co-operators in their 
lad Myderies. You begin uith granting that the confpiracy 
of the Sophiders againd the altar really exids ; and when you 
come to the Illuminees you tell u§, €€ that however extrava-' 
u gant may be the opinions of fome leading men among the 
€t Illuminees , the average will of the party , the collected purfuit 
* r of the confederated Lodges , appears rather to have had sooi- 
** nianism and REPUBLICANISM than Atheifm and Anar - 
u chy for its obje&s — (June 1798, p. 240.) -^This is avow-* 
ing at lead that there exids in thefe Lodges a confpiracy 
againd the God of the Gofpel, and againd the thrones of all 
fovereigns. This is alfo abandoning the chiefs or founders 
of the confederacy A the Illuminees. When you go fo far 
yourfelf. Sir, as to grant all this, am I not entitled to afk 
what could induce you to accufe me of fo much treacherous 
ingenuity , when you confefs yourfelf that I might be in the 
right 5 for you mud have feen that I didinguifhed the de- 
grees; I have fhown by the very code of the Illuminees how 
in their fird fchools they only infufed hatred for kings, and 
that fpecies of Socinianifm which borders fo clofely on rank 
Deifm. This, I think, was fufficiently proving a confpiracy 
whofe tendency well deferved the attention of the public**— 
When I accufe the Se& of aiming at the wilded anarchy, 

I fliow that this mydery was referved to the profound adepts 
and chiefs, though their fecret at prefent frequently efcapes 
them before a public audience. Generally, Sir, they make 
the fame avowals as you do. They are pleafed to hear it faid 
that Voltaire, and thofe men whom they denominate great 
philefophers , confpired againd Chridianity ; and that other 
felf-created philofophers of the Lodges confpired againd 
kings. This might contribute to make nations believe that 

it 
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it is not fo very criminal a thing to engage in fuch confpi- 
racie*. But it is a more difficult thing to invent a plaufible 
pretext for confpiring againft all property and civil fociety * 
and for that reafon more care is taken to conceal the ultimate 
views of their plots. Meanwhile, however, they cry down 
every author that dares to unmafk thefe hideous confpirators. 
Was it under an illuhon, or wittingly, that you followed fo 
nearly the fame method in reviewing the works of Mr. Ro« 
bifon and myfelf ? Do not expad a decifion from me. My 
objed is, that the public ihould not be milled to believe that 
I have exaggerated the myfteries of the Illuminees. I leave 
to that fame public to judge whether any of the Reviewers 
are dupes or accomplices. 

AT. B. In fupport of the account given by the Monthly Re- 
view, I am threatened with an anfwer from Spartacus* 
WEISHAUPT. My rejoinder is ready for this perfonage 
al fo. Let him meet me at the archives of Munich, where 
his letters are preferred. But as that might expofe him to 
the peril of the gallows, I confent that he fhould ad by at- 
torney. Let him prove then that thefe letters are fpurious ; 
and that the Court and Magiftrates of Bavaria impofed upon 
the world, when they publiftied thofe letters, and invited 
perfons of every country to come and verify the originals * 
for all other apology on his fide mud be ufelefs, and any 
anfwer on mine fuperfluous, A complete anfwer to all his 
publications, as well as to his firft apology, is already pub- 
liihed in the code and hiftory of his Illuminifm ; and all that 
I can poffibly fay with reference to his writings may be re« 
duccd to three words, read and verify . 
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ObjeS and Plan of this VolunUi 

CONCEIVED but a fWt time before the French 
Revolution, by a man whofe ambition feemed 
confined within the narrow eotopafs of the town of 
Ingolftadt and to the dufty folios of his fchools* 
by what ftrange means did Illuminifmj in lefs than 
fifteen years, become that formidable Sett which, 
under the name of Jacobin * rides triumphant over 
ruined altars, fhivered feepters, and fcattered 
crowns j over the wrecks of nations and their con- 
ftitutions ; over the bodies of potentates fallen 
beneath their poifons or their poignards, while 
they drag others in their train, craving a fervitude 
termed peace , or branding themfelves with the in* 
famy of what they call an alliance ? 

Under this name of Jacobin abforbing all the 
myfteries, plots* and combinations of every fee- 
tary againft every religion, government, and fo- 

Vol. IV. B ciety, 
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Objea 

this vo* 
lame. 


cietjF^ by- what artifice couid I Mutnirnfm -ac q u ag 
that dominion of terror which forbids any fovc- 
feign within the aftonilhed univerfe to fay. To- 
morrow I (hall continue feated on my throne; 
which forbids nations and citizens to liy, that 
their laws and religion, their houles and property, 
will not be torn from them ; which forbids the 
peaceful inhabitant to lie down to reft with any af- 
furance that he will not rile in the morning beneath 
the lhade of that fymbol of blood called the Tree 
cf Liberty , and threatened by the axe of the de- 
vouring guillotine ? How is it pollible, that the 
fecret adepts of the modern Spartacus (hould b*' 
the* invifible and exclufive movers of that long 
chain of crimes and calamities, that difaftrous 
torrent of ferocity and rapine, which is called the 
revolution ?" How do they continue to direfb thole 
maohinations which are- to confummate the difio- 
lution and mifery of human fociety ? 

In dedicating this Fourth Volume to the invefti- 
gadon of thefe queftions, I do not flatter mylelf 
with die hopes of illuftrating them, with all tbac 
precifion and of pointing out thole, particularities 
which other men might have done who have had 
itin their power to follow the Se& of Uluminees 
into their dark abodes without ever loling light of 
the adepts or their teachers. The manftcr has 
taken its. courfe through wildemcfles, and dark* 
nefs has more than once obfeured its. progrefi. 

Weilhaupt 
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Weiftadpt had adopted th<f bird of night fob his 
emblem* beCalife he courted* darkneft ; but the* 
(breechings of this ominous bird* rending the a Sr 
In fjtfte of hirfj, difcoVer his feCret retreat. The 2 
venomous reptile is often difcovered by the ftenchr 
bf its poifon ; the beaten and bloodstained track 
leads to' thedifcovery of the cavern inhabited by 
brigands; ' and, notWithftanding all the efforts of 
the wicked, an all-powerflil God will fometimes in* 
his mercy - permit a ray of light to fhine on their 
tenebrous fecefles, which may fuffice to develops 
their plots. Many horrid particulars, no doubt, 
have been loft under the veil of darknefs ; but m 
clafllng thofe which - have come to my knowledge,; 

I find abundance of proofs to trace the Se6t where* 
ever crime has pointed out its fatal influence. In 
vain does the black cloud hover round the fum- 
mit of the volcano, the bituminous and fulphure- 
ous vapours which it exhales, bear teftimony of the 
interior combuffions, till at length the erruption 
denotes the abyfs where fo great a convulfion was' 
generated. 

Hence, without flattering myfelf with the hopes 
of feizing every link of that horrid chain of ini- 
quity which tntift blacken the page of hiftory when 
treating' of the Sedt, or of decyphering the aflu- 
med names of all its adepts, I lhall proceed to lay 
before' my readers what has already come to light. 
Afienihg nothing but what will bear the ftridteft 

B 2 ferutiny. 
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fcrutiny, I frail ftill find matter fufficient to trace 
the progrds of the Se£t from its origin to that, 
dongrels to which, at the prelent moment, it calls 
the vanquifred fovereigns, not fo much to quell 
the horrors of the field of battle, as to enjoy that 
dominion of terror which it delpotically fways 
without, and to prepare within new refources to 
. extend its triumphs not fo much to reftore to 
nations the tottering remnants of their laws and 
religion, as to invent means of obliterating the 
very traces of either that may yet remain. I frail 
here attempt to lead the hittorjan through thefe 
mazy windings led he frould lofe himfelf when in 
purfuit of the Sett. The reader has already feen 
(in our remarks on the Code) its oaths and threats 
againft every religion, all fociety, and property. 
Now, when reading of what the Sett has done, of 
the plots and machinations it has fuccefsfully un- 
dertaken and executed, may nations and their 
rulers acquire new ardour, and be ftimulated to 
oppofe their future projetts with all the courage 
and all the means they are matters of. It is to tri- 
umph over Jacobinifm, coft what it may, that-na- 
tions are to ftudy the records of this Sett, and not 
to fink meanly into delpair. 1 know I am but 
mortal, and that ere long I frail defeend into the 
grave j and I calmly wait my difiblution ; but 
ihould that confideration prevent my weeping 
over the general difiblution which threatens lbciety, 
& after 
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aftrrl have awakened my. readers to the dangers 
which threaten diem, only to fee them finking 
once more into that apathy which portends ruin* 
under pretence that it is too late, that it is ufelels 
to relift the fate which the Sett has decreed for all 
nations? God forbid that I fhould hold fuch lan* 
guage! Cannot the good be fired with that Real 
which confumes the breaft of the mifcreant heav- 
ing for wickednefs. Let the rulers of nations will 
it , let nations will to fave their religion, their 
laws, their property, as this infernal Sett wills the 
deftruftion of them all, and fuccefs muft infallibly 
crown their endeavours. It is only in hopes of 
contributing to their fuccefs, that I once more 
confent to fully my pen with the names of JVei- 
Jbaupt , of Illumince , and of Jacobin , and to wade 
through their dilgufting annals. 

The order to be obferved in treating of the hif- Plan of 
tory of the Sett lhall be regulated according to jjjjjj 0 * 
its mod remarkable epochs. 

The firft lhall Ihew Weifhaupt laying the foun- 
dations of his Illuminifm, preparing and initiating 
his firft adepts, founding his firft Lodges, trying his 
firft apoftles, and preparing every thing for great 
conquefts. 

The fecond lhall treat of that fatal intrufion 
which embodied thoufands and thoufands of adepts 
under Weilhaupt’s banners j and this epoch will 
be called the aluminization of Free^mafonry. 

B 3 Very 
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V^ry few yeafs fuffice to extend thefr tenebrous 
and myfterious conqyefts j but the thunderbolts of 
graven warn mankind of their danger. The 
£e& and its confp.iracies are difcpvered in Bay aria* 
gnd it Ipeaks of this difeovery under the appella- 
tion <tf its f erf coitions j nations and then* rulers have 
\#fin \p d to believe that it was die death-blow and 
catinftion of the-Seft. 

:v Shrinking back, however, into its dark recedes, 
fp$h unabating ardor, it crawls from den to den un- 
til if . attains thofe of Philip of Orleans* who, join- 
ing the with all the adepts of his occult 
Judges, gives it fovereign fway over the whole 
§f-' French Mafonry. From this monftrous aflfo- 
cfation fpryng the Jacobins, with all the crimes 
and horrors of the Revolution. This conftitutc* 
the fourth epoch of IUuminifm ; for as the lion, 
feeling his ftrength fufficient, failles from his den, 
tqars loudly, and vi&ims muft be Sacrificed to 
himj fo the Jacobins, or Illuminizcd Mafons, 
qpit their lurking places, and with horrid yell an- 
nounce to nations and their rulers that they may 
tremble, for the day of revolution is come. This 
i*the epoch at which the Sed begins the execution 
of its plots. He only knows how low the earth i$ 
eftndemned to bend beneath their yoke, who in his 
wng?snce permit? the plague and other fcourges 
to dcvftftnte empires until he has been avenged 
of an impious generation. 2 neither pretend to 
$ be 
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be a prophet nor defcendant of a prophet ; but in 
creating of the numerous crimes already com- 
mitted by the S eft, it will be but too eafy to 
point out thofe that it has ftill to commit, and 
that it will commit, if princes and their people 
diiregard the lefions of that fame God, teaching 
them the conduct they fhould hold, in order 
to avert the impending fcourge. 
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ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY s 
HISTORICAL P4RT. 


CHAP. I. 

J 

Firft Epoch of IHuminifnu ' 3 

For many years paft, and particularly fince 
Free-mafonry had acquired fuch repute through- 
out Europe, a multitude of petty fecret focieties 
had been formed in the Protettant univerfities of 
Germany, each having its lodge, its matter, its 
myfteries, all modelled on thofe founded by ma- 
fons coming from England and Scotland. Hence 
fprung thofe various Orders of Hope, of Harmony, . 
the Conftantifts , the Hack Brethren , and the like. 
The tjifpute? and quarrels, nay, the difordcrly 
behaviour of thefe young brethren attra&ed more 
than once the attention of the magiftrates ; fomc 
few attempts were made to crufh thele meetings, 

but 
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hat -being made without energ y they Were mf 

courfe ufelefs. Governments had not fufficiently 
confidered, that the moft dangerous abufe of thefc 
focieties was not fo tnuth the quarrels and the 
boyilh battles which enfued, as the taftc which 
they inculcated for ivcieties mppervitus -to the eye 
of the magiftrate, and under the cover of which 
their fecrets were fo eafily transformed into the 
myftcries of impiety aofl the plots of rebel- 
lion *. 

It would, however, be difficult I believe to prove, 
that any fyftems or opinions militating againft 
religion or governments had as yet been intro- 
duced into thefe puerile allocutions. Many were 
even known to peofds principles conducive to 

• The fophiilicated mafons of France were not grangers 
to thefe boyilh Lodges. A ftw years before -die ddftrtrftibn 
-of the Jefuiae a»e of there lodges wm fat on foot in thdir 
college of Telle, fiyling its members the Cbrtudwris d tio 
• Pure PtritCj ( Knights of the Pure Truth.) The Jefuks fopn 
perceived whither this do&rine of fwre truth and its fecret 
meetings would lead. Before any other method for putting 
a flop to this new eitablifhment wai propofed, they itrfblml 
to try the power of ridicule which was aknoft xnfidlihie in 
France. Accordingly, one of the made ra undertook to corn- 
pole a moil (area flic long on our young Knight?, and copies 
were fccretly diftributed to all the young men who did not 
belong to the Lodge. Scarcely could 6nfe of the juvenile 
Knights make his appearance without hearing fbme fidica- 
lou6 line of obis fong hummed in his ears ; and inn fhort txafe 
fquarcs, compares. Lodge and all* disappeared* 
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good manners and morality. The remedy *nay 
be found in the very fburce whence fprung the 
■CvHy that is to fay, from the conftitution of thole 
univerfities, which on the one fide leaves the choice 
of different profefibrs, in each branch to their 
fchoiars, and on die other does not fufficiently 
.provide for an hooeft teacher to place him beyond 
the powers of want or the temptations of avarice 
and vanity. Hence it followed, that mailers, little 
delicate as to the mean? of obtaining a nomination, 
and nearly deftitutc of talents, had only to Ihow 
great zeal for one of thcfe little focieties, or invent 
fame new myilcry more enticing than the reft, 
and his Lodges immediately filled; the fchQlars 
formed parties for him; in a ihort time his fchools 
were as much flocked to as his Lodges, and con- 
tributions in his favour kept pace with his growing 
reputation. The fear of palling for a feducer of 
youth was a bar againlt his making ufe of thcle 
focieties for inftilling bad principles into his young 
followers, however much he might have wifhed it; 
and on the other fide, the authority which he had 
acquired it; the fchools gave him a fufficient 
power in the Lodges to thwart any perverfe 
Intentions in the young adepts; and thefe op- 
posite reafons proved in general a fufficient guard 
ag$ipft the pjtrodu&ion of great abufes*. 


* Sc* f Prpteftaa; Miniftex oa the Illamineea. 

The 
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The time was not yet come, however, when 
proofs were to be acquired of the ufe to which die 
great confpirators were to turn thefe myftcriouh 
nurferics. 

When public report Ipread the news in Ger- 
many, of a new order of Ilhiminees having 
been founded in the univerfity of Ingolftadt by 
Weifbaupt, many people fuppofed it to be one of 
thofe little college Lodges, which could no longer 
intereft the adepts, when once they had flnifhed 
their ftudics. Many even thought that Weifhaupt, 
who was at that time a fworn enemy to the Jefuits, 
had only founded this Lodge with a view to form 
a party for himfelf againft thofe fathers who after 
the deftru&ion of their order had been continued 
in their offices of public teachers at the univer- 
lity of Ingolftadt *. The Illuminees fuccefsfuliy 
availed themfelves of this opinion on an occafioii 
• which we lhall hereafter fee to have been decifive 
as to their future exiftence in Germany. Had not 
the nature of their code and of their myfteries de- 
monftrated views of far other importance both 
for nations and their governments, to have been 
the grand object of the founder, the Archives of 
the Seft would fhow beyond all doubt that from 
its firft inftitution Weifhaupt had conceived the 
hopes, and determined on means for extending 


* See the Memoirs of a Protfftant Minifter on the IHuminee*^ 

the 
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the plots of- the Scft to the utmoft boundaries of 
Empires. 

It was on the ift of May, 1776, that Wcilhaupt 
laid the firft foundations of his IUuminifm. The 
lift of adepts feized among their Archives fhows 
his name infcribed on that day at the head of the 
Regifter ; on the fame day ^ov-Mafienhaufen and 
Tibtrius-Mctz were declared, Areopagites *. It is 
true that he fele&ed thefe two firft adepts from 
among his pupils who were ftudying the law under 
him at the univerfity of Ingolftadtj thefe were 
generally young men from eighteen to twenty, a 
moft dangerous age, when the paflions eafily lay 
open the unguarded mind to the feduftion of So- 
phiftry. Weiftiaupt could not overlook fo fair an 
opportunity for forming apoftles, who returning 
home when they had finiftied their ftudies might, 
under his direction, continue the fame career of 
iedu<ft:ion which he himfelf carried on at Ingolftadt. 
Atrocioufly impious, we fee him in the firft year 
of his IUuminifm aping the God of Chriftianity, 
and ordering -^wf-Maffenhaufen in the following 
terms to propagate the do&rines of his new 
gofpel: " Did not Chrift lend his Apoftles to 
“ preach his Gofpel to the univerfe ? You that 
** are my Peter, why fliould you remain idle at 
** home, go then and preach f.” 

The 

• Original Writings, Se&. IV, 
f Hat doch ChriAus auch (fine apoftel in die welt 

gefehiekt. 



*4 ANTtitMTAc' cfnfcmiejtteY j 

The modem Ocphts- had* not Waited fbr tfrf 
orders of his matter to give him proofs of- hi# 
xcak In- the enthu&fiw of his firf? fervor, and 
(taring fhe very month of his inttalfettoir, h# 
had adled the part of Infinuator to XaVetiosf 
Zw adk*. We fhall fbdn fee him outwitted 1 by* 
liis pupil i but fb great a conqueft covered a mul- 
titude of (ms of which he was afterwards guilty* 
By die name ott Cdto we fee Zwarck pads under the 
dhedKon of Weifbaupt himfeif, and he foot be- 
came his favorite difcipic. He may be faid to' have* 
robbed his Infintiator of the honor of havings 
founded the Lodges at Munich} and it was through 
the means of this new apoftle that the Sctft made' 
that 1 rapid progrds which Weifhaupt- boafts of h» 
his’ letter to Tiberius- Merz, 13 May 1778 : 

ge (chick t, und wurttai feUte ich ntrinen Petrus zu haufe 
laden? Ite et predicate j^OrigieaJ iVritin'gt, Letter to AJaer, 
19 tb Sept. 1776. 

* In the Third Volume of thefe Memoirs, page 15, in the 
Note, k is faid, " it was clear that Znuack was only initiated 
" ten months after the tWo adepts Ajax and Tiberius." In 
placet of ten we fhctttld read- tzuentj-tave months, as I meant tv 
fpeak of his Lnftaflation among the Areopagites, which only 
took place on the aadof Feb. 1778. (Original WtitHtge, Vtl. /. 
Sell. IV .) ; but he had been received into the Order on the 
29th May, 1776, as may be feen by the tablets of Ajax. 
Befide, thefe tablets and the lift juft mentioned db not per- 
fectly coincide. The reafon of this difference will be ex- 
plained when treating of the firft adepts. 
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* fcii with great pleasure that I can- irtfortn 
,r you of the happy pregrefs my Order is mak- 
‘«»g: knowing how anxious* yon are for its wd- 
*■ ftre> and that- yew have promised to contribute 
,c to it* fuccefs by alf the means m your power, 
“ I mufl? urfortif you, that in a few days I ihilf 
* c fee aWe to foiintf two Lodjges at Munich. The 
* c firft will be compofcd of Cato, of Htrtel, to 
** whom I have given the name of Marius , and 
w of Maflenhaufcn, whom we- call jfjax. Thcle 
,r three will- receive- their inftnrftions- in direct 
“■line from- me. You alio- (hall have a feat in 
** their council when at Munichv I have been ob- 
" Kged to fix Ajbx there, though he might have 
" been of great ufe to me j for he was the firft to 
“ whom l' opened myfclf on the fubjedt, and he 
“ alfo reernked Cato for me. Had I to begin 
“■ again, Ii certainly would not make choice of 
“ him; but 1 have fo clipped his wings that he 
“ can no longer play off any of his intrigues. 
“ I don’t leave him in pofleffion of a Angle half- 
“ penny of our funds; they are entrufted to 

Marius. Cato Is the main fpring at Munich, 
“ and- the rtan. who conducts every thing. It is 
“ for that reafon that you muft in future corre- 
“ fpond with him. It is in this Lodge that all is 
“ regulated with regard to the general direction 
“ of the Order; but then every thing is to be 
w fubmitccd to me for approbation. 


« The 
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a The fecond college (or Lodge) fliall conftfl: 
Cf of the above-named brethren, of Berger, under 
« the name of Cornelius Seif to, and of a certain 
« Troponero, whom we have furnamed Coriolanus, 
*« a moft excellent man for us, about forty years 
“ of age, and who has been for a long time con- 
" cerned in the Hamburgh trade j he is an able 
“ financier, and at this very time reads public 
** lectures on finance at Munich. 

** To thefe will loon be added Baader and 
" Werftcnrieder, both profeffors in the fame 
“ town. This Lodge is to attend to all local 
u concerns, that is, to all that may be of fervice 
“ or diflervice to us at Munich, Claudius, one of 
** Cato' s coufins, and the young Sauer, an ap- 
** prentice to a merchant, are in the Noviciate. 
** Beicramer, furnamed Zoroajler , who was iiuti- 
“ ated a few days ago, is going to try his luck at 
*' Landlhut, whither we fend him to fee how it 
** will be received there. Michel, under the 
** name of Timon, and Hohenaicher let off to' 
** the attack of Frcifinguen. 

** You are but little acquainted with the people 
u of Aichftadt. It is enough to lay, that (coun- 
“ fellor) Lang, furnamed Tamerlane, is Director 1 
*' there. His zeal has already gained over to us 
** Odin, Tajfo , Oftris, Lucullus, Sefojtris, and 
“ Mojes. This is going on pretty well, I think. I- 
“ forgot to fay, that we have our printer at 

“ Munich. 
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** Munich. We are now making a new edition, 
" and at - our own expence, of Aipbonfus dt Vargas 
" on the Jtratagems and fopbifms of the Jefuits*. 
“ You (ball foon receive a copy of it. If you 
** will fend your contribution in money to Cato , 
** as you pfomifed, ' Ilhall be obliged to you. He 
“ wlH fend you a receipt for it. * ■ ;/ 

* H through your zeal and by your means we 
** could obtain a footing in Suabia, it would ' be a 
** great ftep gained for us. Let me then befeech 
“ you to fet to work. In-'nvB ybXrs you will be 
“ tfimijhed to fee what a progrefs we Jhall have 
" node. Cato is really incomparable. The gteateft 
“ difficulties are over. Tou will now Jet us ad - 
** vtncing with gigantic Jl rides. Do fet to work 
" then. It would be vain for you to txpebl a better 
" occafion for acquiring power* You are endowed 


• This fuppofed Aipbonfus dt Vargas , whofe calumnies 
agaiaft the Jefuifts Weiihaupt renews with fo much eagernefs, 
is soother than Gafpar Schpius, far better known for the 
groffnefs and virulence of his tedious difeouries agaiaft thofe 
who dared differ with him in opinion, than by his erudition. 
He was particularly abufive againft Scaliger and James I. 
King of England; the latter had him anfwered in Spain by a 
fcvere baftinado. This was alfo the man who revenged him- 
felf info virulent a manner on Cafaubon and Du PlcJJis Mornai, 
& beft friends, but who had contradidled him on a point of 
literature; in Ihort, the man who has been alternately called 
tbe Attila , the Cerberus , and even the public executioner of 
literature. See MorerPs and- Feller 9 ! Dictionaries. 

Vol.IV. C 
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“ with all the neceflary talents for fuch an under* 
u taking ; and to neglcdt building in the Elyfian 
" fields when the occafion offers is to be doubly 
“ criminal. There are a vaft number at Aich- 
*« ftadt; and could not your natal foil rival an 
“ Aichftadt. With refpeft to myfelf, the fcrvices 
“ I can render here can be but of little avail* 
« Anfwer me foon ; make an extract of this letter 
“ asufua], and then fend it back to me, &c.” 

The grand objeft of fuch intimations on the 
progrefs of Illuminifin.was not fo much to fatisfy 
the curiofity of the adept* as to ftimulatc his zeal' 
by die example of Cato and Tamerlane , thole ac- 
tive recruiters for the Seft, the former at Munich* 
the latter at Aichftadt. Though he owned that 
Tiberius had not been altogether unferviccable to 
ljim* neverthelefs Weiihaupt did not think that he 
had made a fufficient return for the honor conferred 
Qn him in being nominated at once lecond Areo- 
pagite and lecond Apoftle of the Order; it was 
with much concern (to make ufe of Weifhaupt’i 
expreflion) that he faw this apoftle 'had neither. 
Jon Htff nephew in the Order/ that is to fay, that he^ 
had not founded a Lodge nor recruited a fingle 
novice*. Wholly abforbed in his pleafures, 
Weiihaupt had hitherto made but fruidels at- 
tempts to ftimulate his zeal, nor had he fucceeded- 

* Let 3, M.Cato* 

better 
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better through Cato’s means ; but this news had' 
the defined effeft. Thefe intimations on the pro- 
grefs of IUuminifm finifhed by requeuing Tiberius 
to lhek out a proper perfon to be fent to found 1 
new colonies in Suabia. This fired the fluggard 
apoftle with emulation ; Tiberias undertook the talk 
himfelf j and in a fhort time we find him repre- 
fented in the annals of the Sedt as at the head of 
7 new colony at Ravenlburg in Suabia, and as 
fulfilling perfedtiy the fundtions of his apoftle - 
(hip*. 

But this zeal of Tiberius > as well as that of 
Ajax, was but of an intermittent nature. Thc / 
latter had robbed the funds of the Order; and- 
WdfhaUpt, (peaking of him, complains that be’ 
betd done him' more mi/ebief both in min and money- 
them tbree years could recruit again- f. As to 
Tiberius, he had fo thoroughly imbibed the iniqui- 
tous dodtrines which he' was to infufe into the 
young adepts, and the fcandalous publicity of his 
charadter militated fo much againft that hypo- 
crify which Weilhaupt judged neceflary for the 
propagation of his Bluminifm, that we (hall lee 
him hereafter expelled the Order. Notwithftand- 
ing the feeming impropriety of fuch a choice 
fbr the two fenior apoftles, it was to them never- 

• Original Writings, Vol. L Let. to Cato, 25 Aug. and 
a Sept.* 1778. 

t Original Writings, Let. 3, to Car#. 

- C a thclefs 
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thclcfs that the Se£t was indebted for the two colo- 
nies of Munich Athens , and ojf Ravenfburgb 
Sparta. As to Achfladt Erzerum , Weifhaupc 
himfelf was the founder. He profited of the firfl 
vacation he had from the fchools to make an cx- 
curfion to that town, and there employed all that, 
time which the generality of profeffors dedicate 
to the .recruiting of their health after the labours 
of the paft year, in the propagation of his doc- 
trines. An affiduQus fcrutator, he lbught among 
All ranks of citizens and of all ages thofe whom 
he could hope to captivate.- The firft perfon on 
whom he call his eyes, was one of the principal 
magiftrates, of the name of Lang But a few 
days fufficed for this conqueft, and this is the Ta- 
merlane whofe /accedes are fo much extolled in the 
above-mentioned letter to Tiberius. He next be- 
gan to exercife his talents as Iniinuator with alt 
the artifice and according to the laws laid down in 
the code, on men who bearing a certain character, 
and habitually redding among their fellow-citizens, 
could the more effe&ually influence the public 
opinion. He made an attempt to feduce the- 
Chapter of that town, for it was from thence that 
he writes, “ 1 even think that I fhall be able to; 
*.* recruit two others, and what is more two 
** Canons. Can I but execute my defigns on the 
“ Chapter, then we /hall have made a 'great flrep *.** 


• Let. 3, to Jj**+ 
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It docs Hot appear that he fucceeded with his 
two Canons ; but we fee him on the other hand 
making numerous conquefts. He begins by a 
certain Schleich, with whom he is much de- 
lighted, and who on this Bril' admiffioiv prefented 
die Order with whatever books Weiihaupt chole 
to feleft from his library. Then comes a man 
fumamed Lucullus, who, while only in his novi- 
ciate, begins by Wcifhaupt’s exprefs command t6 
aft the part of Infinuator to the Baron Eckert, 
•who was fuppofed to be a great prize . In fhort, 
there was a number of young men whom W eilhaupt 
perfuaded to come and finilh their educations at 
his univerfity, that he might be able to complete 
their initiation. Such was the fuccefs he met with 
during the few months he remained at Aichftadt; 
and be was lb overjoyed with it, that he writes to 
jijatc- Maflenhaufen, " I have moft certainly done 
*« more during this vacation than all of you have 
“ done together*.” Though obliged to return 
to his public functions of teacher at the univerfity 
of Ingolftadt, he left this new Lodge in pofieflion 
of fuch a fund of illuminized inftruftion, that 
Aichftadt was foon looked up to as the model of 
Lodges; and the predileftion which Weiihaupt 
ever after retained for it is obfervable. He often 
propofes it as an example to thofe adepts who 


* To the lame. Let, 4, 

C3 
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became lukewarm in the fervice of the Sed. " Ic 
Was alfo the Todge which he had the moft grossly 
jropofed upon as to the origin of the Sed, an 4 
which he moft ridicules in his confidential letter* 
to Ctfa-Zwack, when he fays, “ The greateft of 
* our myfteries muft be the novelty of the Or* 
¥ der. The fewer perfons there are in the fccret, 
" the better we lhall thrive 5 atprefent, you and 
** Merz are the only two that know the fecret* 
“ nor do I mean to tell it to any one die for a 
“ long time to come. As to our fellows at Akb - 
“ ftadt, there is not one of them that knows it, nor 
¥ is there one who would not /wear on bis life and 
¥ death that the Order is older than Metbufalem V 

On his return to Jngolftadt, Weilhaupt applied 
himfelf to the means of combining his fun&ions 
.of Do&or of Taw* with thole of pounder of a 
Secret Society, whofe future purpofe was die total 
-fubverlion of every law. He fulfilled the former 
.part of his duty with fuch affiduity, and with fuch 
an appearance of candor, that he was chofen Su- 
perior of the univerlity. This new dignity only 
added to his hypocrify. The fame year, fo for 
was he from lofing light of his tenebrous plots, 
that he formed a fecret fchool, wherein he amply 
counter-balanced the leffons he was obliged to 
give in public ; and by means of this new Ipecies 

* Orig. Writ. I.et. a, to PbiHfAtrnxi or Ca/a-Zwack. 

. of 
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cf fcholars he ftored tip abundant means for the 
propag a tion of fiis illuminifm. At once Superior 
andl Profofior of the uniyerfity, he made uie of 
tins double title to incite the parents of his 
Scbohis with new confidence. He converted bis 
houfe into one of thofe boarding-houfcs where 
young men, perpetually under the eyes of their 
matters, are fuppofed to be better preferved from 
the dangers which threaten them at that age. 
Several letters demonftrate the intention of this 
BKMfftrous pedagogue to offer his houfe and table 
to die young ftudents of the univerfity as a 
means of attaining his baleful ends. He folicited 
fathers and mothers to entruft their children to his 
care; and, over-joyed at having obtained fo pre- 
cious a depofit, he exultingly writes to his adepts, 
<* that the young Baron of Schroeckenberg, and 
“ the young Hohcneichcr, are to be boarded with 
<c him.” He then adds, “ And the/e gentlemen al/q 
“ mufi /wallow the bait that is thrown to them .’* 
When he had obferved the great facility that this 
fecret fchool gave him of feducing his difciplcs, 
he writes, ** Next year alfo I will take boarders 
** at my houfe, always with a view to forward the 
« grand objeB Should it come to pafs that he 
could not perfuade the parents to intruft any of his 
young auditors to his care, efpcciaily when he had 


• Png. Writ, Voh r. Let. i, to Ajax, Let. so, to Cato. 

Q 4 call 
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caft his views on them, he then had houfes near him 
and in his intereft, to which he would entice the 
young pupils,- left he fliould lofe fight of them. It is 
on aiimilaroccafion that he. writes to. Ajax* " I fee 
** no other lodging for you in our neighbourhood 
*' but at my mother’s. I fhould be exccffively 
** happy if that would do for you; and more par- 
«* ticularly fo, as fhe would make no difficulty in 
“ allowing you the key of the houfe-door. I do 
not with to force you to go there if you can 
“ find a better; but the great advantage of tins 
* c would be, that IJhould always have a pretence far 
“ going to. your chamber ; and there we could mors 
«* eaftiy than at my houfe difcourfe together without 
“ any one’s knowing a word of the matter . : Oar 
« f union would be more fecret . 

Let not the reader be furprized at feeing me 
defcend to all thefe particulars. I am defcribing 
the infant ftate of a Se£t, and the founder forming 
his firft difciples. Such means might be defpifed 
by fome; but this was not the cafe with our proto- 
type of rebellion; he fcarcely appears to venture 
beyond the porch of his own habitation,. Let the 
wolf alone ; in the thickets of the foreft fhe fuckles 
her young; they grow in ftrengtb, and we foon 
behold them carrying the palpitating remnants of 
flocks to gorge the ravenous maw of her who 

* 9rig. Writ. Let. 5 , to Ajax. 
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taught them to. devour. Scarcely had Wcilhaupt 
dedicated his. fecret fchool for the fpace of two 
years to his' liluminifm, when his adepts, worthy 
of fuch difaftrous plans, (allied forth to fpread the 
baneful poifons. - Let the reader judge of the im- 
portance of his means by the fuccefles attending 
on diem; let him refleffcon them while Weiihaupt 
Hull be his own.hiftorian in the following letter: 

** In future,” fays he to his two famous Areo- 
pagites Cato and Marius, “ you will affume a 
** different tone with Timon and Hoheneicher, 
* as I have Jet them into the whole fecret I have 
“ even difclofed myfelf to them as founder of our 
f* Order} and I have done it for. many reafbns. 

“ Firft, Becaufe they are to be tbemfelves founders 
“ <f a new colony at Freyfinguen, their native country, 
** and on that account (land in need of more 
** particular inftru&ions as to the whole tendency 
** of the Order, which were much too long to 
* c have been given by letter. I profit of every 
** inftant while they remain with me, to prepare 
** them for every thing. 

“ Secondly, Becaufe they muft in the mean 
ft time infinuate the Baron D’E . . . and fame other 
f< Jludents .” 

“ Thirdly, Becaufe H— — (this H — — is 
evidently the above-mentioned Hoheneicher, the 
very perlon of whom Weifhaupt fays, when en- 
ticing him to board with him. He Jhallfwallow the 
$ bait ) 
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bait) « is too well acquainted with m y ftyle of 
** writing and of thinking, not to have loon found 
" out that the whole was of my own invention. 

«* Fourthly, Becaufe of all my boarders of loft 
** year'be was the only on* who bad not boat 
made acquainted with the whole hjfinefs. 

“ Fifthly, Becaufe he has offered to contribute 
** to dot fecret library at Munich, and wiBfurtnfis 
" us with Jeveral important articles belonging to the 
“ chapter of Freyfinguen. 

“ And, Laftly, Becaufe after three months mort 
** inftru&ion, which I have to give them, they will 
w both be enabled to render us the moft impor- 
** tant fervices*.” 

From this letter we may evidently infer, firft, 
that of aU the young men who boarded with 
Weiftujupt during the firft year of his conipiracy 
not a fingle one efcaped his dark defigns : Second- 
ly, that they were not only initiated in the mys- 
teries, but even in the moft profound myfteries, 
that, for inftance, in which he reveals himfelf tO 
be the founder of his Illuminifm, which is pointed 
out in the Code as the laft fecret, and only to be 
imparted to the moft confummate adepts f. 
'Thirdly, that before he had initiated his boarders 

* Original Writings, Vol. i. Let. is. to Can and Meatus. 

f See the Code, Yol. j. Chap, is, on the Grand Myf* 
teries. Page 288. 
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|tie all hi* fecrets, he ufed therrt as todls for the 
feduffcton of ocher ftudents of the uniycrfity, whom 
he had not beep able to entice to his table.—' 
fourthly, that at the very period when Weilhaupt 
feftore s hi* pupils to their parents, their fedu&ion 
is complete $ and that when thefe young men quit 
the univerfity, a* having accompli died the ftudy 
pf die l*ws of their country, they depart for 
their natal foil imbued with the principles and ini- 
tiated in *11 the means by which they are to over- 
turn thole very laws which they are fuppofed to 
have been ltudying, and annihilate all religion, fo- 
ciety, and property .^Fifthly, the reader is not 
to forget the important articles which the young 
Hohcneipher promifes to fteaj from the library of 
the Chapter of Freyiinguen, and with which he 
is to enrich the fecret library of the Se£t. Such 
aa aftion could only be a confequence of Wcif- 
hiupt’s grand principle of morality, that a ujeful 
theft could not be criminal , or that thofe fame means 
which the wicked employ for an evil end are jufti- 
fable when employed for the attainment of a 
good end. It is the fame principle which begins 
by plundering the libraries of the clergy, as the 
foft Hep towards the plundering of their eftates ; 
which foon, under the pretence of general utility 
and neceffity for the fupport of the premeditated 
revolution, will invade the property of the Nobles 
and of the Rich, of the Merchant, the Hufband- 
6 man. 
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man, and the Mechanic, pillaging all, and Mail- 
ing the mod diftant hope they may have conceived 
of preferving the fmalleft remnant of their flut- 
tered fortune from the general wreck. When the 
hiftorian (hall come to treat of thefe great revo- 
lutionary fpoliations, reverting to the prime 
fource, he will find himfelf in the midft of a Seft 
calling ‘ itfelf Illuminees, a fchool of methodized 
robbers thieving by principle, whence Weil 1 * 
haupt fends his apoftles of depredation, and bri- 
gand adepts. Soon we fhall behold them boaft- 
ing of other fpoliations. The leffons of the 
fecret cavern fhall fpread around, and the adept, 
annihilating all property as well as -blafpheming 
all government and all religion, fhall do homage 
to their matter prefiding over his fecret fchool. ■ 

The two new adepts, formed with fo much 
care to the arts of fedu&ion, at length received 
their million, and the town of Freyfinguen, under 
the appellation of Thebes, becomes the fourth 
colony. About the fame time the adepts of the 
two Lodges at Munich Ihowed fo much zeal for 
the propagation of the myfteries, that Weilhaupt, 
after having calculated on their and his own fuc- 
cefs, did not hefitate at writing to them, “ If you 
*' do but continue with the fame zeal, we fhall in 
“ a little time be matters of our whole country *j” 
that is to fay, of all Bavaria. 

* Orig. Writ. Vol. i, Let. 26, i4thof Nov. 1778. 
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IFtua fit Jo Jortfobren, viie Jut tinigtr xeit Jo geb'ort in iurxtr 
Mtk naftr mainland mu. 

The reader mull not, however, think that his 
views were circumfcribed to thisEle&orate ; he 
loon writes to his Areopagites, defiring them to 
make choice; from, among the foreigners who 
were then at Munich, of perfons who might be 
inftru&ed, initiated, and fent to found new colo- 
nies at Augjbourg. , Ratijhon, Saltzbourg, Land - 
Jbut t end m different farts of Franconia *. At the 
time he wrote thefc inftrudtions he had already 
fent his mifiionaries to the “Tyrol and into Italy- f. 
The part, or rather the multiplicity of parts, 
which he afted at Ingolftadt to enlure the fucceft 
of his undertaking are as inconceivable as they . 
were real. 'He gives us a fmall fketdvof his acti- 
vity when he writes to Cato, propofing himfelf as 
a model: “ Do as Ido, avoid large companies. 
“ But do not think of remaining idle if you wilh 
“ to acquire any. influence in this world. Wait* 
“ awhile the hour is coming, and it will come 
“ foon, when you will have a great deal to do. 
“ Remember Scjanus, who fo well affumed the 
“ chara&er of an idle man, and who tranfa&ed 
“ fo much bufinefs without appearing to tranlaft 
“ any; erat autem Sejanus otiofo f mittimus, nihil 
“ tgendo mult a agens\ never had a confpirator 

• IbW, Let. 39. + Ibid. Let. 36. 

J Let. 1. to Cato. 
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better laid down die precept or given the example 
than Weilhaupt. 

Apparently tranquil at Ingolftadt, Weilhaupt 
had a fer better cloak for his confpiracies than 
Sej anus’s idlenefi. A feeming affiduity in has 
duty, a great Ihow of zeal and erudition in. his. 
expounding of the laws, ealily milled people to 
believe that his whole time and talents were ctt« 
graded with the Ihidy of them; and, if we are 
to credit hi& own account, Ingolftadt had never 
witneffed a profeffor fo well calculated to: add 
new luftre to its univerfity. The public fundions. 
of proleflor of the laws, and the lecret arts of 
leducerin private, had not made him forget that- 
he was alio the founder of Illuminifm, and that in* 
this latter quality he had to form a code of laws, 
which were at once to annihilate every other law, 
all religion, and all property. At the time when: 
he initiated his firft adepts, he was far from having* 
perfected that code of iniquity; and perhaps in 1 
the ftriffc fenfeof. the word Weilhaupt, had devi- 
ated from the common rules of prudence, in giv- 
ing way to fuch ardour for the propagation of die 
Order, lending his apoftles and initiating his dif- 
ciples before he had completed the code of laws* 
which was to regulate their condud. But fuch* 
animpetuofity cannot be confidered in this proto- ‘ 
type of rebellion as a want of forcjQght, or as an 
excefs of confidence. He knew that years and 
' experience 
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experience were neccfiary to perfefb that gradual 
fyftem of initiations and of trials which-his Novices 
were to undergo? and artfully to prepare thofe 
impious and fophifticated difeourfes to be pro- 
nounced by his Hierophants' ; in a word; to com-' 
pkte that concatenation of artifice which was to 
regulate the conduit of his Regents, Directors, and' 
Areopagites. He could not endure the idea of 
ftcrificing fo many years to mere theoretic pro- 
jects. He would, in his firft e flays, make con- 
quefts that were to enfure him (till greater ones on 
a future day, which he had already calculated. , 
He knew his own talents too well to entertain 1 
che leaft doubt of fuccefs * he fbrefaw- how far he 
could perfeft thofe fyftems which he had as yec 
only conceived, and he wilhed to have ready at 
hand * numerous clan of difciples difpoied to re- 
ceive his new gofpel, and apoftles who ihould need 
only to be initiated in his laft myfteries, when his 
code, completed, was to be lent to the tenebrous 
recedes of his different colonies. 

Such were bis views, and fuch the confidence he 
had in the tranfcendency of his own genius for 
wickedaefs, when- he wrote at different times to 
his firft adepts, ** Do not trouble yourfelf about 
** future degrees. The day will come when you 
“ (hall view with aftonifhment what I have done 
tt on that fcore. In the mean time, be it your 
n cart to tnlift men for me , prefare knight t for me, 

** infruit 
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“ inftruH them, difpofe them, amujt them, andltaas the 
“ refi to ««.— T hewhole of your buSnds confifts in 
<c adding to the numbers. Allow youfelves to be 
*5 diredbed, and obey for a year or two . longer, and 
n give me time to lay my foundations t for. that, is 
“ the effential point j and nobody mderftands that 
“ part better than J do. If thefc foundations', are 
K once laidj you may then do what you pleafej 
V and though you were to try 1 would, defy, ym.tn 
** overthrow tpy edifice*." ( 

This defperate method of proceeding mUftchavc! 
given rife , to. many .difficulties, j. , . but Weiflwupo 
overcame them all. By. prpvifional regulations 
and private inftru&ions Ji£ fupplied the deficiency 
of this incomplete, code, and he wap .equal to the 
ta(k. The greateft obftaclcs.he. jnet with cadao 
from thofe very Areopagites; from : whom lie had. 
i xpedbed the greateft fupport.. Villains will dis- 
agree even in tfieir villainy. iLand, impatient of 
the laws of the .ftate, they, beepme impatient of 
the laws of their own. leaders. . . Weilh*upt .wifhed 
to take advantage of their views,., but had no in- 
tention. of imparting his to them ; he knew his 
own fuperipyity in the black arts. top', .well,, he 
wilhed for agents and not counfellors and . co-legis- 
lators. Jealousies and inteftyie broils rofe to fuch 

• Extra £ts from-Let. 8, to djax,. from Letters to Cato, and 

to the Areopagites particularly from Let. 59, Vol. i. 

\ - ■*» 

a height. 
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ft height, that any other but Wtiihaupt would 
lave thought that his infant alTociation muft have 
been crufhcd in its very cradle; but he found 
means of weathering the ftorm ; now negociating, 
then defpotically commanding ; fuppliant like, he 
enters into agreements, and ends by didating con- 
ditions ; prayers, excufes; all are means with him 
to command fubmiffion $ he even fhowed himfelf 
•filpofcd to facrifice all the fruits of his paft la- 
bours; he threatened to abandon his rebellious 
brethren to themfelves, and to undertake the di- 
Wtion of a new fociety more powerful and ftrong- 
er ftill, in as much as he would render it more 
fbbmiiSve *. In the midfl. of all thefe broils, 
be alone continued and perfected that code 
which would have required the talents of twenty 
Mschiavels. Storms indeed appeared only to 
Emulate his ardour and adivity ; and he fays 
himfelfi when writing to his dear Cato, “ I am 
" once more at open war with all our people ; that 
" does no barm, it enlivens the machine ; but if I 
“ underftand the part I have to ad, I can neither 
** praife nor wink at faults committed. Mean- 
* while our affairs go on very well ; and provided 
“ they follow my diredions the general fyftem 
“ will have loft nothing f.” Night and day , in the 

* * Vol. i. Let. 25, 27. 60 ; Vol. 2, Let. 11, 19, 21, See. See. 
t V0L2 . Let. 19. 
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midft of theie broils, as he fays, meditating, wri- 
ting, and combining, all that could perfelt, ftrength- 
cn, or propagate his Illuminifm either in the whole 
or part, he neverthelefs held his profefforlhip with 
applaule, he overlooked his fecret fchool, he 
formed new adepts, and from his fanduary watch- 
ed and overlooked his miffionariea in their pro- 
vinces and new colonies. By means of the i$ui- 
bus Licet' s he would deicend into the minuted 
particulars of their conduit, direlt them in their 
undertakings, point out to them what might be 
done, and reprimand them for what they had not 
done to promote his views.- Voltaire’s corre- 
fpondence under this head is immenfe ; but it is 
not to . be compared to Weifhaupt’s j not a letter 
of all thofe feized by the arm of the law but bears 
the damp of the confummate confpirator j not a 
letter that does not allude to the myfceries or to 
fome new artifice j that does not point out the 
candidates to be enticed, the adepts to be advan- 
ced, animated, reprefled, or reprimanded ; in 
fhort, the enemies who are to be guarded againft 
and the prote&ors to be courted. His apofties 
are on the fpot in their different millions, while 
he, from his head-quarters, appears to be better 
acquainted with thofe who furrounded them than 
they are themfelves. He goes fo for as to inform 
them of the rank, political or civil ftation, and 
even of the private characters of thofe whom they 
8 * . are 
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are to recruit ; he gives them the means, men- 
tions the perfoni who are to iecond them, and 
what companies they ought to- frequent, in order 
to iucceed' in their undertakings j in Bne, he ani- 
mates,. threatens, and reprimands his adepts, juft 
as if they were ftill boarding with him, though 
perhaps at many hundred miles diftance. Scarce- 
ly have they made any new conqueft when he di- 
rects them in the fame manner, and at once governs 
the main fpring and every lubfervient power 
throughout the whole Order. His correfpondence 
will Ihow him on the fame day writing of the 
laws tieceflary for the further eftablilhment of his 
Order, of treaties to be made, of plans of com- 
merce, and of the mod impious commerce, to enrich 
his Illuminifm. At length, with all the hypocrify 
of a man who afiumes the character of an idler, 
or at leaft of one only fulfilling that which his 
public duty exatfts from him, he aims at the fupre- 
macy over every confpiring Se<ft. He gets him- 
felf received a Free-mafon, he dives into the fe- 
crets of the occult lodges of the Roficrucians, 
and blends their confpiring arts with his own*. 
He next forms an alliance, and from the bottom of 
Bavaria correfponds with thofe federations which 
die free-mafons of Poland were preparing; and 
left any of thefe revolutionary arts fhould be loft, 


* Let. 6, to Ajax, and Let. 36, to Cali. 
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he mikes large colledions, which might be called 
the grand arlenal for the leditdion of nations ; and 
thcfe are to become the foundations of fecret li- 
braries for the ufe of the adepts. He never lofes 
fight of thofe profits which accrue from the fecnec 
preffes, which were perpetually di%orging poifon 
into the minds of the people. For the further 
replenilhment of his coffers, he fets all the talents 
of his adepts to work ; fome are to contribute 
pamphlets, prole or verfe, or journals, while 
others are to colled all the impious dodrines and 
calumnies of antiquity, or to compoie libels on 
fubjeds which he gives them; and, for his own 
part he undertakes to burlefque the Prophets and 
the Lamentations, and to convert the hiftory of 
the church into a romance replete with calumny *. 
The (acred writings mention a Devil that was 
named Legion, from the innumerable evils, he 
brought upon mankind ; were we to confider the 
fatal adivity of Weilhaupt in every impious and 
rebellious art, we Ihould be tempted to believe 
that he had been pofieffed by this evil fpirit, 
and that it was to that devil he owed all his 
fuccefs. 

As yet the very exiltence of the Order had not 
been fufpeded at Ingolftadt, though there were 

* VoL x. Let. 6, to Ajax, to Cat*, 36, tec. To Pbiltf* 
Stretxi, Let. 2, te paffim, VoL 2, Let. 22, otpdfim. 

already 
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-tiready in Bavaria alone, five Lodges at Munich; 
other Lodges and Colonies at • Freyfinguen, at 
Landlberg, at Burghaufcn, and at Straubing. 
Weifhauptwas on the eve of founding others at 
Rarifbon and Vienna; many had been eftablifhed 
» Suabia, Franconia, and Tyrol. His apoftles 
Were working at the fame time in Holland and at 
Milan. His Illuminifm had not been founded 
three years, when he writes to Cato that he has 
more than a tboufand adepts *. He was much in- 
debted to his own zeal and a&ivity for fuch a ra- 
pid progrefs. I cannot Batter the hiftorian with 
the hopes of an accurate account of the whole 
Legion ; but 1 can fatisfy his curiofity, 1 think, 
with refpedt- to thofe who the moll adfively le- 
cooded Weilhaupt, and - who after their founder 
appear the moft conspicuous on die records of the 
Scdt. 

* Orig. Writ. Vol. i, fee Let. 25, to Cate, 13 AbenmtU 
.1148, that ia to fay, 13 Nov. 1778, 
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CHAP. II. 

Of the principal Adepts during tie firft Epoch of 
Illuminifm . 


Csir-X*. (Qfp this legion of Confpirators, which, as early 
Zwack. as the third year of Illuminifm, Wcilhaupt com- 
putes at more than a thoujand *, Xaverius Zwack 
is certainly the mod confpicuous among the 
adepts. He is ftyled the incomparable and the 
greater part of the letters printed in the Original 
Writings arc written to him, particularly tho£b 
which comprehend the cleared: account of the 
myfteries j in Ihort, his favour was fuch, that the 
founder of the Se<5t apoftrophifes him faying, 
“ Now you are in a poft where nobody can be 
above you but myielf ; you are exalted above 
t* all the Brethren ; an immenfe field opens itlelf 
“ for you to exert your power and your influ- 
“ ence, Ihould we fucceed in propagating our 
“ fyftems f.” Such a diftindtion and fuch favor 
naturally fuppofc great merit. Happily, an ip- 

• Original Writing, Let. 25, to Cato. 
f Ibid. Vol. 1, Let. 27. 

contro- 
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controvertible monument exifts which will direct 
the Hiftorian in his judgment, and render unne- 
cellary any further refearch. It is to be found at 
the end of the firft Volume of the Original Writ- 
ings, under the title of Tablets relating to Danaus> 
written by Ajax 31JI Dec. 177 6. Donates is the 
firft chara&eriftic name that was given to Zwack 
when only a candidate. The fad: is evident, as in 
the firft column of the Tablets we find the bro- 
ther Dattaus deferibed by his own name; Ajax that *'• "\ t> 
is, Maflenhaufen, ads the part of Scrutator .— a 
S hould this ftatement not be very flattering, w* >{ 
may at leaft conclude that the failings and vices 
of the adept are not exaggerated, fince the Scruta- 
tor declares, that it is by the extreme intimacy and 
friendfhip in which he lived with the Candidate 
that he has been enabled to make this conqueft* 
and terminates the tablet by ftating the Candidate 
to be one of thofe Sages who has all the neceflary 
qualifications to be admitted into the Order.— 

Thefe tablets are alfo a lading monument of the 
rapid progrefs Weilhaupt had made, even in 
thefe early days of Illuminifm, in the feruti- 
nizing arts; nor will they prove an Unfaithful 
ftandard by which the Hiftorian may judge of the 
merits of thofe confpirators, whom the founder 
feleds as worthy of his moft intimate corre- 
fpondence. Let us begin by fupprelfing that dif- 
guft which naturally drives the honeft heart from 
P 4 dwelling 
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dwelling on fuch defpicable engines of rebellion 
remarkable only for their vices, and proceed front 
thefe tablets to depict, the features which are in 
future to ftandas the model for all thole who are 
to recruit Candidates for the Sedt. Let nations 
and the people at large learn what a miferable 
banditti of thieves and libertines pretend to rege- 
nerate them, and how bafely they are duped by 
them when ftirred up to Revolution. 

The Tablets, whence Weilhaupt is to learn 
tablet* of the merits and demerits of the future Cato of 
li* Infi- j|js Order, arc diyided into feventeen columns, 
each relating to a different head. The name, 
the age, the ciyil dignity, the defeription of his 
perfon, the civil and moral chara&er of the 
candidate, are all treated of feparately. Then 
follow the ftudics he is addi&ed to, the fervicej 
the Order may expedl from him, the progrels he 
has made, the degrees conferred on him, the fe- 
cret manuferipts or books left to him, the con-; 
tributions he has paid ; his friends, his proteftors, 
bis enemies, and the perfons with wbom he cor- 
refponds, are each feparately treated of. 

Under thefe columns is to be found a fecond 
table alio fubdivided, and containing obfervadons 
on the family, and particularly of the father and 
mother, of the candidate, made by the fame Scru- 
I* tator. Combining thefe two tables we find, 
£ptann. „ That Francis Xaverius Zwack was fpn of Philip 

“ Zwack, 

- - - j 
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finTORJCAL fAftT, - 

# Zmck, cojpmifiary of the Cbmbre its Comptes, 
ft and was bora at Ratilbont that at the time of 
** his initiation (29 May 1776) he was twenty 
M. years of age, and had fiRtihed his colkgc edu- 
*■ cation." 

** The dtfertptim of bis perfon . He was then H. 
•'.about five feet high. His perjon emaciated by 
“ debauchery * hjs conftitution bordering on me- 
t‘ hqcholy * j his eyes of a dirty grey, weak and 
“ fanguijbmgir—bis complexion pale and follow \ — 
his health weak, and much hurt by frequent 
5* diforders i— —his nofe long, crooked, and hook- 
“ ed. — Hair light brown — gait precipitate— 
bis eyes always cafi towards the ground j— Hinder 
f* the nofe and on each fide of the mouth a mole. 

55 The moral character, religion, con/cience. His III. 
ff heart tender, and moft extraordinarily phi lan- Colu,lln,, 
“ thropic j but ftoic when in a melancholy 
5 * mood jrrotherwife a true friend, circumfpcdt, 

5* rclppved, extremely Jecret, — often fpeaking ad- 
w vantageoufly of himfelf,— -envious of other peo- 
55 pie’s perfections— —voluptuous, endeavouring to 
“ improve himfelf— little calculated for numerous 
P zScvalbixcsrr-cboleric and violent , but eafily ap- 
5* peafcd-r-willingly giving his private opinions, 
f* when one has the precaution to praife him, though 
5 * -contj‘adi8ivg bim-r-z lover of novelties— ron reli- 

• Dcr ganze ban femes durch debauche mager gewordenen 
|firper ibcliniert atm zum melancolifchen temperament. 

gion 
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“ gicM and, confcience widely differing from the re- 
" caved ideas •, and thinking precifely as he eught t to 
** becopte a good member ef the Order. 

IV. “ Hit favourite Jtudies, and. the fervices be can 
Column. „ ren fc r t0 fig Q r d eT ' Moft particularly addidied 

“ to philofophy — having fome knowledge of the 
“ laws — fpcaking French and Italian very cor- 
, “ redUy — at prefent attempting to get himfelf 

placed in the foreign department — a perfect 
“ mafter in the arts of diffimsdation •, a proper per/oh 
“ to be received into the Order, as applying him- 
“ felf particularly to the ftudy of the human 
“ heart.” 

V. Friends , correspondence, company.— Here the In- 

ttmD ' finuator names five or fix perfons friends to the 

candidate. Among them we find a certain Sauer 
and a Berger , both of whom foon after appear on 
the regifters of the Scdt. 

VI. i VII. Thefe three columns contain the name of Ajax 
Columns. as Infinuator — The day when the candidate was 
infinuated — and when received. 

IX. “ Of the means of gaining and leading the C audit 
Column, tt date, and whether he is acquainted with any other 
Jecret focieties — Here it appears that Zwack was 
“ already connedtcd with other fecret focieties, 
cc which made the conqueft rather more difficult 
** — The intimacy of our friendfhip, (fays the Infi- 
** nuator) and particularly the care which I took 
*• to afiume a myfterious tone and appearance, 

“ levelled 
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" levelled many difficukies — at prefent He ex- 
“ preflei a .great ardor and zeal for the Order, 

** Predominant paffions— Pride, love of glory, pro- X. 

“ bity, eaJHy provoked — an extraordinary propenfity Colu, * ,, * 
“ for. myfteries — a perpetual cujlcm of /peaking of 
** bimfdft and of bis own perfections.” 

la the eleventh column wc are informed, that XI. 
the candidate had received a penfum to fill up, or a Colunm * 
difeourfe to make, and that it was to be finithed 
on the 19th April 1778. 

The twelfth mentions the fortune and revenue XII. 
of die candidate ; but the Editor has left the fi- Colunm * 
gures in blank. 

The two next Ihow, that the day on which XIII. 

XIV 

Zwack engaged to pay his contribution for 1777 Column*, 
was die 29th of May, but for 1778 was the ift of 
April. That on the 19 July 1776, he font a 
Dutch Ducat, and fome time after two books on 
Chymiftry. 

The column in which the Infinuator notes the xv, 
progrds of his candidate fhows, that the fee ret ( ' olumn * 
books which had been given him to read were 
thole numbered 1, 2, 4, and 9 — the orders which 
he had received are only numbered, as alfo the 
leave given to recruit other Brethren. As this co- 
lumn is made ufe of to note the fucceflive pro- 
grefs of the candidate, the Brother Infinuator at 
length arrives at that period when Zwack has re- 
ceived all the information needfary to his admif- 

fion 
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XVI. 

xvir. 

Columns. 


fioir into the Order. He then declares that it is 
time to impart more elTential fecrets to him arid to 
promote him to higher degrees. 

The fixteenth column enumerates his enenii6s 9 
and the reafon of their enmities. In the lift we 
find the names of his friends and prote&ofs. 

I fhould not have infifted fo much on thfcfe Ta- 
blets, had I not thought it neccffary to give one 
fpecimen at leaft of thefe inquifitorial inftrumcnts t 
on which Illuminifm grounds the choice of 'its 
adepts and the future fuccefs of its confpiracies •• 

When 

• Many readers may be carious to know what is contain* 
cd in the fecond able, fubjoined to that which describes the 
candidate. It is in ten columns, comprehending the names 
and rank of Zwack's relations, an account of their children, 
their fortune, their alliances, friends, and enemies j the com- 
pany they keep, particularly the education they have received, 
and their moral chara&er, which is called their ftrong or their 
weak fide. The Editor has thought proper to omit fome articles 
in this table— The two which appear to be the moft perfect are 
on the ftrong and weak fide of Zwack’s parents, who, tccofd” 
ing to the Ipfmuatpr, have received an antiquated tdwcq* 
tion not worth much . The father is defcribed as “ jealous of 
“ his honor, fyoneft, zealous in the difcharge of his duty-?* 
44 apparently harlh tp his inferiors, but really loving them to 
€€ excefs— fpeaking to every body with a tone of authority 
“ and in a pedantic Hyle-r-In his habits and fpeecti iinpoli- 
44 ticly frank— fecret, apd fparipg even to the want of nc- 
“ ceflaries when he can ferve his Prince, zealpufly ferving 
44 him without diflinSion ofperforvs, to the riik even of lgitog 
94 all his employments— feeling, humane, myftc r ^ us > °&- 

V cious t 
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When we reflect, on . the leading features of 
. thefc tablets, what idea are we to form of Zwack's 
character f Inordinate debauchery, extreme fatuity, 
jpaloufy, diffimulation, and a fullcn melancholy^— 
Such features are more than fufficient to banifh 
him from all good company. He alfo thinks on 
matters relating to religion and conjcience as the 
.adepts doi or, in other words, is a downright 
Atheifh With an infatiable thirft after novelties , 
he has all that admiration for fecrecy which the 
jevolutionift can defire. He, moreover, profefles 
univerfal philanthropy for all mankind, that he 
may the better fucceed in his plots againft every 
fbcial law ; and this could fuffice to obliterate all 
ocher failings in Xaverius Zwack, and conftitute 
him the favourite adept. 

Meanwhile the lefTons of the Infinuator, to- 
gether with that black melancholy which reigned 
m his heart, had nearly deprived Uluminifm of 
die important affiftance of this beloved adept.- 
To defpife death was one of the important lefTons 

* dons, and proud of his experience— -carefully attentive to 
“ the whole of his affairs.” 

As to the mother, “ fin it a g—d htm/gkecftr — abforbed in 
** her dear child Xmvitint Zwack , and fo forth”— Many other 
thugs have been fuppreffed in this latter table. But there 
till remains more than fufficient to give all relations of Iliu- 
arinees an idea of the methods ufed by the feminizing fire* 
•three to pry into their moll fee ret conduft, and to deferibe 
their moft private interefts to the Order. 


that 
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that we have fecn given to the novices ; and to 
die by their own hands rather than difclofe the 
fccrets of their teachers, was particularly inftilled 
into them. WeHhaupt had. conceived this maxim 
in two words, Patet Exitus (the exit is free), or 
deftroy himfelf who will, particularly if he finds 
himfelf unhappy in this life. It is a part of that 
convenient maxim afterwards decreed by the Ja- 
cobins, Ti bat death was only an eternal fleep. Full 
of this principle, and weary of his exiftence, our 
new candidate had perfuaded himfelf that fhould 
he die by his own hand he would die the death of 
a fage. He compofed his work entitled ‘Thoughts 
on Suicide. They are the fentiments of an Atheift 
worn out with debauchery, and almoft mad with 
impiety * . He made his will, and wrote the fol- 
lowing letter to Brother jijax. 

“ Munich, the 30th Oft. 1777. — Friend, I am 
,c on my departure. It is the bcft ftep I can take. 
“ Fare thee well ; doubt not of my probity, and 
** let it not be doubted of by others. Confirm 
<c the Sages in the judgement they are. going to 
“ form on my death, and look on thofe who 
“ blame it with pity. Be thou an honeft man ■, 
u think fometimes on me, and do not Jet me be 
“ forgotten by the fmall number of our friends. 
“ Beware of pitying me. Zwack.” 

• See Orig. Writings, Vol. 1. Sed. 20. 


In 
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In a poftfcript he bequeaths a ring as a keep- 
lake to Brother Ajax t and begs him to forward a 
fecond letter to the whole brotherhood of Illumi- 
nifm j it is as follows : 

tr And you alfo, Brethren, I falute you for the 
** laft time i I thank you for your good intentions 
“ towards me. I declare to you, that I was wor- 
** thy of them, I declare it upon my honour; 
u which is my only worth, and which alone I held 
“ /acred. Let my allies be honoured by your 
“ remembrance ; blefs them , while fuperftition Jhall 
* curje me. Enlighten yourfelves mutually, labour 
“ to render mankind happy, efteefn virtue and 
** reward it; punilh crime, and behold with pity 
** the failings of human nature. On the brink 
“ of his grave, defeending into it deliberately, 
“ and making choice of death through convifiicn, 
“ through demonftration> chooling it for his happi- 
" nefs ; it is thus that he makes his adieu, who 
u ever remains your friend and Brother *, 

Z'WACK. ” 

Muminifin muft have loft its favourite adept, 
had he proved as cohftant in his refolution as he 
was ferious when he took it. No reafon is given 
why he condefcendcd to live ; but in like manner 
as Weiihaupthas found a proteftor in the perfon of 
the Duke of Saxe Gotha, fo has he been created a 

• See Orig. Writing#, Vol. I, Se£t. 20. 

Privy 
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Privy Coonfcllor to the Prince of Salm Kir-' 
boorg, and is his ordinary agent at die Imperial 
Chamber of Wctzbr. At this pcdent moment 
he is deputy for the Houfc of Srim Kirbourg at 
Radftadt, at the General Congreis of the Germanic 
Empire treating of peace with the triumphant 
Ubminees of jhe French Republic. He is ac- 
companied by a Sieur Ambmann, a citizen of 
Darmftadt, and an Uluminec like himfelf. Hrf- 
tory, I fuppofc, will at tome future time explain 
bow he contrived to combine the interefts of die 
Se& with thole of the Powers which he had 
from to annihilat e. But let us return to Zwack 
at a time when he litde expefted to be carried by 
the Brethren to that exalted ftation where he was 
to decide on the fate of Sovereigns. 

His Thoughts oh Suicide, however, were not loft 
on his lifter-in-law, for Ihe really fought death, 
and, throwing herfelf from the top of a tower, 
dafhed her brains out *. But he, who had chofcn 
to live, took umbrage at the great length of his 
noviciate, and at the many trials Ajax made him 
undergo. He writes diredtly to Weilhaupt, who, 
taking him under his direction, begins by telling 
him that Ajax had impofed upon him by not for- 
warding the letter he had written to the brethren* 
hut Jince be has impofed upon you, lays the in- 

• Ibid, is die Note* 

5 ftruftor. 
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ftruitor, trick him in your turn ; and the following 
was the method adopted on Weifhaupt’s propofal. 
Zwack is eftablilhed Infpeftor oyer his own Infi- 
nuator*i and he then gave the moll evident 
proofs that his character had been well drawn, 
when it was laid that be was a perfect mafier of the 
arts of diffimtdation ; for although he now became 
the confidant and bofom friend of Spartacus, and 
was conlequently initiated in all the myfteries of 
die Se£t, he neverthelefs continued to a 61 the part 
of a Novice with his Inlinuator. He was not only 
at diat time a member of the College of Areo- 
pagites, but alfo the fuperior of it, and in ^per- 
petual and direil correlpondence with Weilhaupt. 
He ailed his part fo well, that Ajax, ftill conOder- 
ing him as his fcholar, thought to do him a great 
favour in fhowing him a few of Weilhaupt’s let- 
ters ; but they had already palled through the 
fcholars’ hands, as did every writing coming from 
Spartacus to Ajax. 

'This part which Zwack ailed, of infpeiling 
him who thought himfelf his infpeilor, explains 
that apparent contradiilion between the tablets 
written by Ajax and the lift of the firft adepts, 
which is to be feen in the Original Writings f. 
In the former Ajax looks upon Xaverius Zwack 
as a mere candidate till the 29th May, 1778, 

* Let. i, to Philip Strozzi. f Vol. I. Sett. IV. 
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and in die litter he is ftyled arr Ateopagite on did* 
aid Feb< 1778, under die charafteriftic of Catoi 
and a few months after he appears to be the next 
in command after the SpartacOs of the Order *. 
Never was an fnftnuator better undermined by his- 
novice. 

The different names under which this adept' 
appears in the Original Writings has been a mat- 
ter of fome difficulty to many readers ; but on 
paying attention to that predile&ioa, always itt- 
ereafingi which Weifhaupt had conceived for this 
adept, the difficulty vanifhes. At firft Zwack had* 
received the infignificant name df Donnas j but 
no fooner was Spartacas made acquainted with his= 
Hatred for kings,, than he furnatnes him Philip 
Strozzi, after that famous Florentine Conlpirater,. 
Who, having murthered Alexander de Medicis, 
was afterwards taken in open rebellion againft his 
lbvereign, and. plunged a dagger into his oWn 
breaft, reciting that verfe dictated by ali the fltfy 
of vengeance : 

Exoriarc aliquis naftri* ex offibus dtor* 

The filicide, though it did- not take place, whs 
equally meritorious in. Weilhaupt’h eyes ; and 
Hence Zwack is oreoced the. Cato of Illumiflifrft. 
It is under that name that he becomes the prin- 
cipal agent and beloved difciple of the founder 

* Letter 27,-tQ Philip SnaaaL 
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6t ^fiinfch ; and their mutual lympatfty In^ridSSP 
fteis has perpetuated their intimacy. 

Thodgh’he Had hot ail tbtt genius of Weidianp? 
himftlf, hO was aS fhufch prone to the cofhmiffibh 
of crime. Scarcely had He entered the Order 
WhOn for his firft effay he declares himfelf a down-' 
right Athcift * ; he at the lame time makes knoWtl 
his hatfOd for kings, and his admiration of the peo- 
ple in rebellion againft their pretended tyrants f; 
Vrt may obferve fonie of the firft adepts aftonilhed 
at the immehfity of the crimes and' diiafters whicli 
WeilhauptWas preparing for the univerft; and it 
requires fome management to prepare them for 
liich horrid plots. But his Cato is always ready 
fof every thing. The incomparable Cato was <*r- 
rivei at the height 6f bis Myft fries, and Weilhaupi 
had but to unroll his code of iniquity, for his 
fcholar could only be furpafled by the criminality 
of invention. 

This iympathy for impiety and wickednels, 
however, could not fufiice for Weifhaupt's policy. 
His views required a fenate of Confpirators j but 
a fenate of agents, and not of equals. The better 
to be obeyed by the Areopagites, he commands 
them to meet at a diftance from him ; for he well 
underftood the nature of fecret focieties, and knew 
that his orders would be the better obeyed the 

• See his Difc. on Societies, Orig. Writ, Vot I. Se£l. XXII. 
f See his Thoughts on Suicide. 
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5»ore lie enveloped himfelf in myftery and hid 
himfelf from public view. If, in fpite of his in- 
vifibiKty, jealoufy ihould arife on the part of the 
Areopagitcs, he will have an agent at their bead, 
that Cato t who holds the exalted Ration of prefi- 
dent from him, and is therefore moft interested 
to fupport the authority of the founder, his pro- 
testor. And it is to preferve this prefident in his 
interefts, that we fee Wcilhaupt ufing every ar- 
tifice, and even fupplication : “ fupport me then” 
he fays; ** do difpofe things fo, and prepare 
* r their minds, that my difpofitions may be re- 
« ceived 

Weifhaupt had no reafon to regret his choice ; 
for during all thofe inteftine broils which arofe 
between him and his Areopagites on account of 
bis defpotifm, Zwack always took the part of his 
benefactor, was the pacificator, and, Itimuladng 
their zeal for his plots and confpiracies, brought 
them back to that reipelt due to the Spartacus of 
the Order. It is to him alfo that Illuminifm is 
indebted for the progrefs it made in Munich. Cato 
was fo zealous a Recruiter, that Weifhaupt was 
obliged feveral times to reprefs his ardor. He 
wanted his afliftance for the digefting of his code, 
and for the government of the Order. In fhort, 
the refult of their correfpondence proves, that no 

* Orig. Writ. Vol. I. pirticukriy Let. 55. 
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Areopagite either entered io completely into liSr 
"views* or fo juftly deferred his confidence as Cato'- 
Zwack *. And it may be faid with truth* that no 
cato(J>ifotor ever a died the part of a zealous fcr- 
vaht of his prince with fo much fuccefs as this 
main. In the midft of his plots of Illuminifm* 
Xaverius Jtwack found means of getting himfelf 
named Counfellor to the Court and Counsellor to the 
Rtgoncy , with a fdlary of twenty tboujand florins. 
Weifhaupt* overjoyed at his promotion* compli- 
ments him* faying, ** Accept my felicitations on' 
“ the new appointment. I could wifh that all my 
** Areopagites were privy counfellors with falaries 
of twenty thoufand florins; but I could alfo 
** more ardently wifh* that their employments 
** required but little time and labor, as they 
c * could then apply more clofely to the grand 
“ objedlf.” The very letter in which Weifhaupt 
compliments his prefident is one of thofe to his 
Areopagites in which he enters into the particu- 
lars, and boafts of the progrefs of his confpiracy. 

The fecond of thefe Areopagites was a prieft 
of the name of Hbrtel, fumamed Marius by the 
Illuminees. It is of this perfon that Weifhaupt 
writes to Gs/s-Zwack, “ Our Marius is fuperla- 
tr tively referved. On moil occafions he advances 
«* with the greateft circumfpeftion ; and with refpeB 

• See the Original Writings, Letters to Cut*. 

| Ibid. Vd.HL Letter 2. 
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dtdngcsscf fixrabdcda, and fcfla pa y 

ltd. Wddaapc iboogbt dux be could sox mm 
0 a better account dua by n »« tr ^ n g !«« aofa 
t» the Order, dux be migfcr by hit c mam u y at 
bm&j .repair die numerous breaches dot b 
been nude in tit foods by the tbdtt of ^iac. X". 
dbapunzed Marita acquitted tiaridf of bis oft 
tsmc'n to the fodsfoakn of the founder, h s 
etw np cnce for his fervices, the brethren gee Id 
nomixaied to a canomcare at Munich; and be u 
fo fltoch amufcd arid* this intrigue, dux be will 
to divert Cat* with a recital of it, box does o 
dare commit it to paper f. At the period when l 
cant to take poSeJEoa of his canonicate, all tho 
drotmJpcR ideas of religion had vaniihed. h 
delcnbes himfelf as going from the akar to d 

• Ibid. VoL L Letter 7. to Ca», 17 Maidt 1778. 

f Ibid. Letter from Merhu to C*&, 3d Nov, 1783. 
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dess of Bluminilm, as publicly iuvcftipg himfcjf 
..with an ecclcfiaftical benefice, while in iecret he 
extolls the great fervices he has rendered to the 
brood cojqfpiring agajnft the church; iu,t fbeje 
dfa art Jervices, he fays, too import&t to be com- 
mitted to paper They are Services, however, 
which I am fiire no reader can miftakc, when he 
lees him partaking with Zwack of- Weiihauptls 
intimacy. In the correfpondcncc of the latter 
there are a multitude of letters tp be found di- 
.reded in common to Zwack and Hotel; theqe 
are alfo many inftrudions, both ablblute and pro- 
vifional, direded to the Areopagites; and intheif, 
it is no longer the confcientious but the apoftate 
Hertel, who, after Zwack is to occupy the neat 
place and ad the principal partf. It is this un- 
fortunate pried who appears to have been more 
particularly charged with the care of dealing or 
.buying for the ule of the fecret libraries all thoie 
miferable produdions which might form an arfcnal 
of impiety and rebellion for the corruption of all 
morals $. In ihort, it is he whom Spartacus feleds 
.from among the brethren as the moft proper con- 
fidant when premeditating that horrid infanticide 
mentioned at the beginning of the Third Volume 

• Letter from Marius to Cato , 3d Nov. 1783. 

f Jbid. Vol. I. Sett. IX. fee the Inftruttions for Cato, 
Marius, and Scipio • 

J Ibid, Vol. I. Letter 46, and Vol. II, Letter 3, Sec . 
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of theft Memoirs ; and he behaves hirrtftlf in'ftich 
a manner as to deftrve the thanks of the incef- 
tuous parent*. 

We find a ftlll ftronger proof of what horrid 
monfters were ftated in this fenate of rebellion in 
the perfon of CV^jw-Baader. Even before he is 
admitted into this aflociation, we fee' him offering 
the depraved fccrets of his art to murder the in- 
nocent offspring of inceftuous parents ; for he is 
that Cdfus who had promifed Weilhaupt two years 
before to ufe ail die powers of his art to preferve 
his honor for him at the expence of the moft 
-horrid of crimes. Without doubt it is in return 
for theft offers of his fervices, that Weiftiaupt is 
fo eager to number him among the adepts, and to 
grant him thofe difpenfations of which he {peaks 
when writing to Zwack : « If I could but fucceed 
** in enrolling the Phyfician Baader, tell me be- 
> n forehand what difpenlations and privileges we 
« could grant him among the Areopagites ; for 
ft unlefs fome difpenfations were granted to him, 
“ we could not employ him fo a&ively as I could 
** wilh f.” This letter was fbon followed by a 
fecond, in which-he exprefles in ftill clearer terms 
the high value he places on this conqueft, and 
defcribes the intrigues played off cq enfurc fuccefs. 

* Ibid. Vol. II. Let. 3 and 4. 
t Vol* I- Let. 19, of the 30 Dec. 1778. 
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h buMde^he writes to his Athenians) to carry 
r * my plan into execution in Athens (Munich) 

** I ftand in heed of two men — The one a Noble- 
“ matt, the other a 'Pbyfician. Cato's unremitting 
" zeal will ioon acquire the means, and he will 
<f fbon make a conqueft of what is wanting to us. 

" The Count S .. . . ( Savioli , whom Cato had 
" juft infinuated) fhall affumc the charafteriftic 
**" of Brutus , and he is one of the moft important 
“ conquefts we could have made in Athens. The 
“ following (hall be your method of proceeding , 
** with him. Let Cato continue to aft with him 
“ as ufual, and particularly attend to his fecrecy. 

** After that, let him read our reformed ftatutes 
** to the new candidate, and queftion him whe- 
" ther he thinks them ufeful and proper. Should 
* c Brutus anfwer in the affirmative, Cato will afk 
** the Count whether he is ready to fecond us in 
“ our labours ; he will then tell him, that in con- 
** federation of the important fervices he has it 
** in his power to render to the Order, by per- .. 
** mining us to make ufe of his name, we fhall 
“ be much lefs fevere with regard to him, in the 
“ ufual trials, and that he fhall be immediately 
initiated into the higher myfleries. But as a 
** preliminary ftep he will be required either to 
“ deliver Baader over to us, or fome other per- 
*' fon. That we are very welj apprised that he 
“ is not to be overloaded with work, and that it 

« is 
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.« is on that account h? i$ dilpepfcd frgtp^tfee 
«« ufual talks prefcribed by pyr ftatutp? j t^t bp 
“ will comply with them only as far ps far 
« pleafes; and that we have made a particular 
“ choice of him to help us in the Government ff 
“ the Order . Should he deliver Baader oyer tP 
« us, he lhould alfo be entitled to. the lame ,di£- 
«* penlations, which are to be granted to no 
<e other perfon in Athens. You will read die JDp- 
“ gree of Minerval to the Count with every tfaiqg 
“ that precedes ; if he lhows a liking and zeal 
<( for the caule, you will allb read the Degree tf 
“ IUuminee ; and when you lhall have acquired 
“ evident proofs of his zeal, and that heihall have 
“ made common caufe with us by recruiting for 
** us, you may let him into the whole lecrot.*rr 
« Hold a limilar conduct with Baader 

Whecher the Brethren at Munich had already 
adopted this mode of a&ing, or whether they had 
followed fome other of a limilar nature, is not 
known ; but in a very Ihort time after we find 
Weilhaupt’s views on Baader accomplilhcd ; for 
on the 13th of December 1778, only three days 
after the foregoing letter, we find him inferibed 
on the lift of Areopagites. Ever after we find 
his name mentioned in the correfpondence as one 
of the moft aftive adepts, and as one of thofe 

• Ibid. Vol. I. Let. 33, nth Dec. 1778. 
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who had the rpoft deeply imbibed the horrid myf- 
teries*. 

Another region, which made Wcifhaupt more 
pager for this conqueft, was, that Baader read 
puiblip kdures on medicine at Munich, and there- 
fore had an opportunity of feducing his young 
pupils, after the example of his mailer, who had 
fo efocacioufly and fatally made ufe of his influ- 
ence to feduce the young ftudents of the law at the 
Puyerfity of Ingolftadg. 

A fimilar reafon had made him ardently with to IV. 
Initiate Burger who alfo read public ledures at 
Munich, though I do not find on what feience. — 

His charaderiftic is Scifio, and he was inferibed 
on the lift of Areopagitcs on the 28th July 1778, 

A Freemafon before he became an Illuminee, he 
was fome time before he could overcome his pre- 
dilection for his former lodges, in fo much even 
that he afked for his difmifTal. Spartacus was fu- 
rious at fuch a preference. Without fhowing hig 
delire of retaining the difeontented Brother, and 
not having him fufficiently in his power to make 
ufe of threats, he commands Zwack to declare tp 
the Candidate in the name of the Order , that he 
was at full liberty to follow his prediledion j but 
the fame letter contains all that is to be hinted 
underhand to the difeontented adept, all that was 

• Vol. II. Let. 13, from Spartacus to Cclfus. 
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to -be thrown out on the pre-eminence and advan- 
tages of Uluminifm over. Mafonry. The Profef- 
for Berger was fo perfectly convinced of this pre- 
eminence , that Weifhaupt, to give him the preference 
over all the other Areopagites , only required of him 
a little more activity *. 


V. 

Coriolanus 

Tropo- 

n^ro. 


The want of activity was not a fault with which 
Uluminifm could ever upbraid its adept Coriolantis. 
He was a merchant of the name of TaopoNiko 


retired from Hamburgh to Munich. At the time 
of his initiation he did not employ his talents in 
that line which Weifhaupt judged to be fo ufeful 
for the propagation of his hireling do&rines.-^ 
Zwack bethought himfclf of fetting up this'Tro- 
Jjonero for a public lecturer on finance, and made 
the ' propofition to Spartacus , who immediately 
ahfwered, ** It is a very good plan both for bitk 
* r and for us, to make Coriolanus read tenures on fi - 
tl nance-, only, do you fpare no pains to get him 
h fcholars. It is , a fine occafion for recruiting young 
** men ; nor would it be a bad plan if you became 
** one of his pupils yourfelf, in order to entice 
** others f.” It does not appear whether Zwack 
relifhed the defeending from the bench of the 
Areopagites to attend the fchools of the new lec- 
turer j but certain it is that the Archives of Ilhi- 


* Ibid. Vol. I. Let. 46 and 58. 
f ibid. Let, 3, to Cato. 
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mini fin bear teftimony of the great Cervices ren-. 
dered by tbit Coriolanus ; and Weilhaupt frequent- 
ly extols his merits. He was particularly ufeful 
at all the receptions, affirming that air of cere- 
monious gravity Co becoming in the Grand Mailer 
of a Lodge ; and Co well did he impofe on the 
young adepts, that they had not the leaft fulpicion 
of the Occult Myiteries of the Roficrucians, much 
Ids of thofe of Illuminifm. 

About the lame time we meet with the names. VII 
of the two firft Uluminized Noblemen whom 
Weilhaupt had initiated into his lall myfteries Baffu*. 
—the one Hanibal , the Baron Bassus j the other U ionu d t f, 
Diomede s. the Marquis of Constanza. Ulumi- the . M “* 
nized Barons and Marquilfes, certainly, are a fort C onfa m- 
of phenomena not eafily to be conceived. That **• 
men who are never called by their names without 
being reminded of the great Hake they have to 
lofc, Ihould property and the focial order be over- 
thrown, that fuch men Ihould plunge themfelves 
into the moll horrid confpiracy ever framed 
againll both, can only be believed by thofe who 
have attended to the amazing cunning of Wcif- 
haupt’s Code and the artifice with which it is put 
in execution. In Ihort the Archives of Illuminifm, 
the letters, nay the apologies of thefe titled Illu- 
minees, bear too llrong proofs of the faft, and 
mull qualh all objections. The Baron Baifus, in 
his pretended juftification, owns that he was the 

perfon 
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p Orion, known under the chkra$:eriAtcof 
and the letters of this Hunibal not only ftiow that 
he was an Hluminte himfelf, but alio an apoftle of 
Hhiminization, giving an account to die Brethren 
of his fuccefies at Botzen in Tyrol, and boafting 
of the important conquefts he had' made in that 
tbwn, having enlifted and imbued the PrefiAat, 
the Vice-Prefident, the principal Cottnfallors of tbH 
Government, and the Grand Metfter of the Pofatf 
with the moft cnthufiaftic admiration for Muthi- 
nifrtt f . A little farther, the letters of this fame 
Hanibal bear teftimony of his having gone into 
Italy, and of his having initiated at Milati bit Ex~- 
cellency the Count W . . Imperial Mtnifter. Then, 
meditating new conquefts, he proceeds to Pivia^- 
in hopes of enlifting feveral of the Profeflbrs of 
that Univerfity, and finilhes by requefting that 
the geography of the Order may be enlarged, 
that he may have a greater fcope for his illumini- 
zing talents J . 

With refpett to Diomedes , or our illuminized 
Marquis, his letters alfo bear teftimony of his en- 
thufiaftic zeal in the fervice of Weilhaupt. Htf 
held this Arch-Confpirator in fuch great venera- 
tion, that, with the exception of fame few infignifi- 
cant weakneffes, he looked upon Weilhaupt as the 

• Page 6 . f Original Writings, Vol, I, Sed. XLV. 

J Ibid. Vol. II. SeS. IV. Let. I and 2 , 
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tMjtfnfeif\ themojf ftoftihnd, and the moft extraor~ 
Jbtnrymerttd on -earth. The touts he had the hap- 
pinefs of Ipcnding in his company were too (hort 
id his Opinion, but unhappily long enough to fire 
hint with-all that zeal which lends him frantic to 
Deusr Fonts, then to Nauplis or Straubingen, and 
at lift to' Munich, replete with all that hireling 1 
cunning with which the young candidates are to 
Be fir completely duped, that they are not even to 
Jkrmfi tBat their credulity is to he imp fed upon.-— 
So- deeply are rite true principles of the Seft 
rooted in his b re aft, that to revenge the Order on 
fixne Brother who, probably difgufted with the 
abominable tendency of thefe myfteries, had made 
feme dilcovcry of them to the Magiftrates, he 
writes tb one of the brethren, «* Oh the rafeal 1 
** might not a perfon, or, to be more correct, 
“ wokld it be a crime to fend fucb a Devil as this 
“ isito the other world * ?” 

Neither do the Original Writings nor my pri- 
vate correfpondence inform me of the real titles 
of the Areopagite Solon-Micm. He does hot 
appear to have aded any very confpicuous part in 
the hiftory of the Order. He is only ftated to 
have Worn the ecclefiaftical habit at Freyfrnguen ; 

*■ Oder Sdrarkl! KSnnte man nlcht, oder um be (Ter zu 
ftgeb, Wait es flicht erlaubt, fo einen Teufel in die andere 
Welt an {chicken — Origins! Writing** AV. I. &t&. XLIV~ 
letters i and a. 
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happy for .him if .it is to .(his drffi that he it 
indebted for his apparent, nullity in WeiHuuqpt't, 
plots. 

Next appears Hohxneicher under the tide 
of /Ucibiades , who, though feated in the con- 
fpiring fenate of the Iiluminees, does not blulh 
to hold a feat in the fenate of Frcyfingucn as 
qounfellor. 

The Eleventh of the Areopagites js Mabomtt 
the Baron Scrockenstein. We (hall loon be* 
hold him preiiding over whole provinces that are 
fubjeCt to llluminifm. A few days after his initi- 
ation we meet with another Areopagite character- 
ized Germanicus. Not having been able to dif- 
cover his real name, I will not give way to con- 
jecture *. At this fame period we find a numerous 
lift of perfons of confequence initiated in the 
lower degrees. Such, for example, were the ma- 
giftrate of Aichftadt, Tamerlane- Lang, andthepri- 

* In order to difcover the real name of an adept, it will often 
fuffice to combine their letters, and particularly thofe in which 
Weifhaupt declares the chara&eriftics to be given to candi- 
date*, with what is afterward faid of them under their new 
names. The German Journals, and divers other writing* in 
that language, my own private correfpondence with, and me- 
morials that I have received from men who, living on the fpot, 
have been enabled to procure more accurate documents with 
refpeft to thefe different perionages, have fumilhed me with- 
the means of d Hoovering many others on whom no lhadow of 
doubt can be entertained. _ 

vate 
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Vftte fccretary Geiser. The charadteriftic of this 
adept does not appear; but Weilhaupt’s "letter on 
the great acquisition he had made in this adept 
Sufficiently demonft rates the importance he at- 
tached to conquefts of this nature, and how far 
he could turn them to the advantage of his 
Order. 

This letter is of the io/i> Char dad, 1148 (foth 
June, 1778) ; and it is worthy of remark, that it 
is the firft letter which we find in the Original 
Writings dated according to the Perfian JE ra. 
It is to his dear Cato that Weifhaupt writes : — 
** The acquifition we have made of the private 
<c fccretary (Jecretaire inlime ) Geifer is an event 

* of fuch confequence to us, that our affairs will 

* foon afiume quite a different afpedt. It oblitc- 
“ rates that appearance (much too confpicuous) 
** of novelty. It is for this reafon that we ought 
v to mutually congratulate each other and the 
“ whole Order. We may now expedt to do 
** fomething great. By enticing men among us of 
“ his ftamp and of his confequence, w$ add great 
" weight to our objedt, and they are ufeful in 
•w keeping our youngfters within bounds. Do not 
« forget to thank and make my moft fincere 
« compliments to the private fecretary. Men of 
«« his importance muft have a right to choofe 
«* their own charadteriftics, their employments, 
“ and the fpecies of labour that they would pre- 

Vol. IV. F “ fcr. 
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“ fcr. You will remember to inform me of it, 
«* that I may take the proper fteps in confer 
** quence * 

In this clafs of Brethren of coniequence, we 
muft not forget Brutus Count Savioli, Sylla the 
Baron Magcenhoff, and Alexander Count Pap- 
. pen heim. Meanwhile, till we come to treat of 
minifters and princes drawn into this vortex of 
-fedition, let us hear Weifliaupt develop his views, 
and obferve him marlhalling his troops ; particu- 
larly when he takes meafures to enfnarc thofe 
noblemen whom he wilhes to make the prime 
agents and the propagators of the very con fpi? 
'racies to which they are to fall the firft victims. 
.On the io th Pbaravardin , 1149 (3*ft March, 
1779), he writes to his Athenians of Munich, 
** Have you not in all your town of Athens any 
** ftrangers who may be immediately admitted 
« into the Order, advanced as loon as poflible to 
“ the degree of Minerval, and then fimply in- 
** ftrufted in the myfteries of that degree ? Such 
“ perfons may, without any further initiation, be 
*« lent to found the fyftem in other countries and 
“ make recruits; for example, at Auglbourg, at 
* c Ratilbonne, at Saltzhourg, at Landlhut, and 
" otlier towns. To meet with fuch perfons-it would 
“ be proper for you to go into company, and to 

* Orig. Writ. Vol, 1, Let. 13, to Cato. 
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** frequent affemblies and places of public re fort# 
** Since you have done fo many other things you 
** may very well do this. At Erzerum (Aich- 
** ftadt) and throughout all Franconia I could make 
u a rapid progref if I could hut initiate two gentle - 
** men of that country whom I am well acquainted 
** with, and who are men of great wit and much 
** efteemed by the nobility there. This acquifition 
** would loon procure us adepts from among the 
** nobility, men of wit who would recruit for us 
** in their own clafs throughout all Franconia. — 
“ When we initiated any one at Athens to a new 
“ degree, thefe two gentlemen might be called to 
u aflift at the ceremony, and would then become 
“ candidates for the higher degree. The rank 

they hold, and their nobility, would alfb be of 
“ ufe to curb the petulance of your young Brutus 
« and other gentry. — In fhort, Tamerlane (or the 
“ councilor Lang), who thinks that there are no 
** other adepts at Erzerum but thofe with whom 
** he is acquainted, would be thunderftruck at 
** finding perfons in a higher degree than him- 
** felf, though he had not the leaft idea they be- 
“ longed to the Order, and men alfo of whom he 
** has the higheft opinion. Do reflect and deli- 
** berate on this *. 

In the following letters it appears that Brutus 
no longer needed any curb •, for he becomes an 

* Ibid. Vol. I. JLet. 39. 
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apoftle of the SeCt, and fets off on an expedition 
from which WeiihaUpt augurs great fuccefs. He 
is even fo zealous, that Spartacus , on the eve of 
difmifting feveral other adepts, mentions him as 
an ufeful member who is to be preferred*, and 
defires that he may as foon as poffible be ad- 
vanced to the degree of Major Illumittee f. To 
enable the reader to judge how far he was dif- 
pofed to ferve the Order, it will fiiffice to record 
the terms in which he exprefles his gratitude for 
favours received, and the promifes he makes in 
hopes of obtaining new ones. His letter to the 
Mofi Excellent Superiors of Illuminifm is couched in 
the following terms : 

“ Moft Excellent Superiors ! ” 

“ Receive my moft grateful acknowlege- 
* f ments for the third degree with which you have 
** juft honoured me. Every part of it is noble, 
grand, and beautiful ; it has perfectly anfwered 
the expectations I had formed of it from the 
u Jecond. I (hall moft undoubtedly do every 
** thing that lies in my power to deferve your 
f * confidence. In future rely on mine, and believe 
<l me to be perfectly devoted to your fervice.— 
“ Nothing in the world fhall ever withdraw me 
“ from my allegiance to your laws, or make mfe 
“ ceafe to be guided by you. 

• Orig. Writ. Vol. I. Let. 58. f Ibid. Vol. II. Let. 13. 
. . “ You 
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“ You wrote to me fome time finee, defiring 
c * me to leek for no further advancement at 
** Court, as I could not expedi; any. I obeyed 
** that order but as the minifters of the regency 
** have lately paid me fome marks of attention, 
«* my affairs have affumed a different afpedt. 

** The ferious illnefs of the Emperor having 
** given rife to the idea of a vicarage of the 
** Empire, Brother Pericles and myfelf have been 
4C mentioned as counfellors in that court j and I 
“ have great hopes of being made a privy coun- 
** fellor ( confeilter inlime ). S .... has taken my 
“ caufe in hand, and I am indebted to the Bro- 
** thers Celfus and Alfred for it. If ever I get into 
“ power, the moft excellent Order will foon fee bow 
** much I am devoted to it, and bow entirely I belong 
to it. In the mean time I can but exp refs my 
fmccreft wilhes 

Though the advancement which had inlpired 
the Count Brutus with fo much zeal for the 
Order left him ftill at a great diftance from the 
higher myfteries, he neverthelefs had a brother 
who could not flatter himfelf that he Ihould 
arrive at even this third degree. The Infinuator 
had made a diftin&ion between them. The letter 
in which he announces their initiation to Spar - 
tacus will Ihow the reader what other fervices 


• Orig. Writ. Vol. II. Sljtiius Licet from Brutus. 
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the Order had to expert from liich kinds of 
adepts. 

Cato writes, to Spartacus : “ Here are my new 
“ hopes for the Order. After a long perfevcrancc 
** I have at length engaged the young S — (Savio- 
“ li). He will deliver his brother over to us, who 
** may fet our affairs a going at Augfbourg. 
cc They are both rich. The firft I recruited as a 
** Sta bene , that is to fay, one who is never to pals 
“ the lower ranks. I alfo engage him, becaufc 
“ on certain occafions he will lend us his houfe, 
“ which is very convenient for our meetings j and 
** more particularly becaufe, being rich, he can 
“ help us with his purfe *. 

The fame letter mentions a fimilar Jia bene: 
** The Brother Livius (Rudorger) is in future 
,c to be looked on as belonging to the fame clals. 
** He frankly owned to me, that he neither had 
** the time nor inclination to give himfelf up to 
'• our labours. But that he was willing to con- 
" tribute towards the progrefs of the Order with 
“ his purfe, and that he would even furnifh us 
“ with books for our libraries, and inftruments 
** for experiments. — I gave him to underftand, 
** that certainly he might remain a member of 
" the Order ; but that he could only be clafted in 
,l future with thofe who feconded its views with 

* Damn er an geld beytraget. 
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“ their money*.” Thus did Weilhaupt turn the 
ftupidity and ignorance, the impiety and money 
of his Marquifes, Barons, Knights, and Magif- 
t rates, to the advantage and propagation of his 
difaftrous plots. — He had already made converts 
of this nature in the imperial chamber of 
Wctzlar ; for, as early as the 29th of Aug. 1778, 
we find that Minos , the Affeffor Dittfurth, 
ioferibed on the lift of Illuminees, the fame perlon 
whom we have already feen fo zealous for the 
foundation of an illuminized fifterhoodf. At 
firft we find him under a Jufpenfion , as not to be 
trufted by the Brethren J j but very foon his zeal 
makes him at once the admiration and laughing- 
ftock of Sfartacus. The reader muft have al- 
ready obferved the art with which Weilhaupt 
ohliges every candidate to give the hiftory of his 
life, with an exadt defeription of his paffions 
and prejudices. The AffefTor Minos complied 
with this regulation in fo fcrupulous a manner, 
that Wcilhaupt could not refrain from writing to 
the Areopagites in the following terms : " Minos , 
“ that man who bears fo high a charadter, is at 

prefent writing the hiftory of his life. He is as 

* Orig. Writ. Vol. I. Sett, xxxii. Letter from Cato to 
Sfartacus. 

f Vol. Ill- of thefc Memoirs, Page 41. 

J Orig. Writ* Sedt. iv. See the Lift. 

F 4 
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** yet enly arrived at bis feventeentb year, and 
lr be has written ninety-three jbeets of paper. He 
t{ is now forty-five years of age. - This will be 
“ fomething more than a general eonfeffion. You 
** fee what may be done with men if one does bet 
“ know bow to gain their confidence , and to convince 

them of the excellency of the objeSl *.’* So com- 
pletely did the imperial Afleflor imbibe this prin- 
ciple and learn to convince others of it, that we 
fhall hereafter fee him raifed to the dignity of 
Provincial. 

However much Weilhaupt may have wiflied 
to make profelytes among the great, we never- 
thelefs fee him recommending to his infinuators to 
recruit more particularly among th tprofejfors and 
Jcboolmafters , as a fure means of gaining over to 
his views the youth of all clalTes. Hence it is 
that Hermes T rifmegiftes, whofe real name was 
Socher, and who was fuperior of the college at 
Landlberg, receives the fpecial commiflion to 
watch and guard againft the Jefuits, as fworn ene- 
mies to the education he is to give to his pupils f. 
For the fame reafon does Weilhaupt drain every 
nerve to fill his univerfity of Ingolftadt with pro- 
feffors and prefects belonging to his Sedt. He 
entreats the adepts at Munich to befet the mi- 
nifters, and obtain the expulfion of all Jefuits, 

* Orig. Writ. Vol.'ll. Let. 7 and to. f Vol. I. Let. 28. 
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becaufe thcfe fathers had retrieved the four pro- 
feffors Scholliner, Steinosnberoer, Wurzer, 
and Shlegel, from Uluminifm $ and becaufe he 
had but three profeffors left in the univerfity to 
refill Jeftntifm*. The Lift of Profeffors foon 
fwells. to an alarming height in all towns where 
Illuminifm makes any progrefs. On this black 
lift we find uirmenius - K . VLE.NvtK j Cortez- Lem- 
jcer i Pythagoras essenreider j this latter 
toon abandoned the Order when his charaftcriftic 
was given to the Prieft and Librarian Drexl j but 
as profefior we find three to replace him Kund- 
ler, Lolling, and above all Baierammer, at 
firft called Zoroaftre, but afterwards Confucius. It 
is this adept that Weiffiaupt brings at length to 
Ingolftadt, that he might have for his collegue in 
the fedudtion of youth, a man that he himfelf had 
initiated in the black arts of his Illuminifm f. 
This ferves to account for that zeal with which 
he fends his adepts into all houies of education, 
and that folicitude with which he entreats Cato 
and Marius to feek out fome brethren well drilled 
to the arts of Infinuators, who might be fent to the 
universities of Saltzbourg t of Infpruck , of Fri- 
bourg, and of other places J. 

To feledt the following will fuffice to Ihow to 
what extent thefe miffionary profeffors fucceeded, 

• Vol. I. Let. 36, 30 Jan. 1 778* 

f See particularly Let. 24, Vol. I. J Ibid. Let. 40. 

according 



74 


ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY ; 


according to the views of the Order ; Saladitt r- 
Ekel j Thales - Kapfimgbr j Timm - Michl* 
J?#r/W-RiEDL 5 all from eighteen to twenty year* 
of agc: ; Sauer, fumamed Attila j and the Em- 
peror Claudius, or Simon Zwack, coufin to the 
incomparable Cato, were of the fame age ; ah' age 
fought after by Weilhaupt, as he could the more 
eafily twine the young adept to vice. This doci- 
lity was far from being the leading feature of his 
other adepts ; they were not all enthufiaftically 
wedded to his plots at this dawn of Uluminifm; nor 
could he make them the paffive inftrumehts of his 
confpiracy. He deferibes the profelytes he had 
made among the ariftocracy “ as rich, therefore 
* f given to all the vices of their Jlate j as ignorant , 
** proud , cowardly, and lazy in the fuperlative d$- 
** gree ; as only feeking their advancement in the 
** myfteries, in order to gratify their curiofity, or 
" even to feoff at the ceremonial of the different 
“ degrees*;” and he wifhed to find men who 
would be ftruck with awe, and be fired with en- 
thufiafm at the fight of thefc ceremonies. The 
ftyle of reproach in' which he writes to many 
other of the adepts clearly depifts a let of men 
deftitute of all morals, and having no other views 
in the Order than to gratify their paflions and 
their avarice feeking none but their own interefts, 

* Vol.II. Let. i. 

and 
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and often, through their diffolute and immoral con- 
duit, expofing the founder of the Order to be looked 
upon as a corrupter of youth *. He was willing to 
have none but followers that could, like himfelfj 
gratify the moft infamous paflions in private, and 
who, under the mafk of virtue, moderation, and 
wifdom, impofing on the public, would accredit 
his Dluminifm. With refpeft to the founder, we 
have feen him already deferibing the turpitude of 
his morals, and the atrocious means to which he 
had reforted to preferve the mafk of his pretended 
virtue ; let us now hear him upbraiding his firft 
adepts with the public depravity of their morals 
as being prejudicial to his Illuminifm : *•’ I have 
** received,” fays he, “ the moft fatal intelligence 
** from Thebes (Freifmguen). They have given 
“ a public fcandal to the whole town, by admit- 
«* ting into the Lodges that vile Propertius , a li- 
“ hertine loaded with debts , and a moft deteftable be- 
« ing. In that fame town is to be found the Bro- 

« ther D , who is nothing more than a wick- 

«* ed fellow * our Socrates , who could be of the 
“ greateft ufe to us, is always drunk j our Au- 
«* guftus has acquired the worft of reputations j 
« the Brother Alcibiades is perpetually fighing 
** and pining away at the feet of his landlady ; 
«* Tiberius attempted to lay violent hands on 

* Ibid. Let. n. 
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“ Diotnedes’s After, and fuftered himfelf to be 
** caught by the hufband j heavens ! what men have 
** l there for Areopagites / What ! we facrifjce 
** our health, our fortune, our reputation, to the 
.** good of the Order; and thefe gentry give 
** themfelves up entirely to their pkafures and 
“ eafc, proftitutc themfelves, give public fcan^ 
ft dais, and ftill wifh to be acquainted with all 
“ our fecrets ! From this inftant I Iball look 
** upon ’Tiberius (Merz) as erafed from our lift. 
* £ O Areopagites, Areopagites ! I would much 
“ rather have none at ail, than not have men more 
“ aSive and more fubmiffive 

This is not the only letter in which Weifhaupt 
plainly foows what opinion he had himfelf of his 
horde of adepts. The following gives a clearer 
infight into the caufe of the alarm he had taken 
from their public fcandals, and their evil tendency 
for the general good of die Sedt. After having 
told them, IVith regard to politics and morals , you 
are as yet far behind indeed , he fays, “ Judge 
" yourfelves what would be the confequence, if 
“ a man fuch as our Marcus Aurelius (he was a 
“ profeflbr of Gottinguen, and his real name was 
Feder) were once to know what a fet of men 
“ dejlitute of morals , what a fet of debauchees t 
*'• liars , fpendthrifts , braggadoebios, and fools replete 

* Ibid. Vol. II. Let. 9. 
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•« with vanity and pride , you have among you j 
** if fuch a man, I fay, were to fee this, what 
“ opinion muft he form of us ! Would he not 
“ be alhamed to belong to a fociety whofc chiefs 
€t promifo foch great things, and execute Jo ill the 
“ meft beautiful plan j and all from obftinacy, and 
** becaufc they will not facrifice one tittle of their 
pleafures ; now frankly declare, am I not in 
“ the right ? Do you not think that, in order to 
** prefcrvc a man, fuch as Marcus Aurelius- Fedcr, 
** whole name alone is worth the belt part of Ger- 
“ many, I ought to facrifice and refeind all your 
“ whole province of Greece (Bavaria), the innocent 
c< as well as the guilty ? And Ihould J take foch a 
“ ftep, who would be to blame ? Is it not better 
K to cut off the gangrened members, than to lofe 
“ the whole body ? Can you be fo void of all 
“ feeling, as to fee a feleft fociety of men dif- 
** folve, and abandon the reformation of the world, 
“ and that on account of the vices you have 
tf plunged yourfelves into, and the fcandal you 
** give ? That would be Hill worfe than an He- 
“ roftratus, worle than all the wicked men of all 
“ times and of all ages. Thofe of you, gentle- 
u men, therefore, who do not approve of this 
ft plan, who will not facrifice your eafe and mife- 
“ table pafiions, thofe in Ihort who are indifferent 
“ to the praifes of the bell of men, and who will 
ff not labour with us at making all mankind but one 
6 " and 
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“ and the fame family, thofe, I hot only pray, but 
** conjure, at leaft not to impede our labours, and 
“ not to entail on the Order the infamy and fhame 
“ of their public fcandals. Such conduR would he 
« worfe than that of real ajfaffins, worfe than the 
« plague*." 

However well-founded Weilhaupt may have 
been in making ufe of fuch reproaches, the rapid 
progrefs made by his Dluminiftn fhould have con- 
vinced him, that his adepts, in the midft of their 
debaucheries, never loft fight of the grand object 
of his myfteries. The reader may judge of their 
progrefs by the following note j which, at the 
fame time that it denotes their fuccefles, will lhow 
in what manner they reported them to each other. 
This document may alfo begin to explain various 
myfteries of the revolution. 

Note, on the progrefs of Illuminifm, found among 
the papers of Cato -Zwack, written in his own 
hand, and contained in the firft volume of the 
'Original Writings. 

"We have f at Athens (Munich), ift, a regu- 
" lar Lodge of Major Illuminees ; adly, a lefler 

" meeting 

* Original Letters, Vol. 2, Let. 10. 

f This note begins with thefe words : The number in Greece 
eonfifts of — Whether Cato did mark the number or not, I 
know not; but the editor has left it in blank, and the fentence 



HISTORICAL PART. 


** meeting of Illummts , very well adapted to our 
■** purpofes - ; 3dly, a very large and remarkable 
*5 Majmic Lodge ; 4thly, two conOderable Churches 
** or Minerval Academies. 

" At ’Thebes (Freyfinguen) alfo there is a Mi- 
“ nerval Lodge, as well as at Megara (Landf- 
“ berg), at Burghaufen, at Straubing, at Epbe/us 
•* (Ingolftadt), and in a fhort time we lhall have 
“ one at Corinth (Ratiibonne). 

“ We have bought a houfe (at Munich) for 
** ourfelves j and we have taken our precautions 
“ lo well, that the inhabitants not only do hot 
** cry out againft us, but lpeak of us with efteem, 
* c when they fee us going publicly to that houfe, 
** or to the Lodge. Certainly that is a great deal 
** for this town. 

“ We have in this houfe a cabinet of natural 
“ hiftory, inftruments for experimental philofo- 
“ phy, and a library ; and all this is daily aug- 
ct mented by the gifts of the Brethren. The gar- 
“ den is to be turned into a botanical one. 

“ All the fcientific journals are procured for the 
“ brethren at the expence of the Order. 

" By means of different pamphlets we have 
** awakened the attention of the princes and 

is incomplete. Mr. Robifon has inferted the number 600 ; but 
as he .does not give his authority, I lhall content rnyfelf with 
tran/lating, and lhall continue with Zwack . 


“ citizens 
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“ citizens to certain remarkable abufes; we op* 
“ pofe religious Orders with all our might j and 
** we have good reafon to be pleafed with the 
“ fuccefs of our endeavours. 

“ We have entirely new modelled the Lodge 
“ on our plan, and have broke off all comnwni*- 
** cation with Berlin. 

** We have not only sepreficd all the eiutoH*- 
“ ments of the R C. (Roficrucians), but we have 
“ fucceeded in calling fufpicions on them. 

“ We are in treaty for a drift and effeftive al- 
“ liance with the Lodge of — , and with THfe 
“ national Lodge of Poland.” 

Another Note written by the fame band. Of t the 
political progrefs of the Order. 

“ Through the intrigues of the Brethren the 
“ Jefuits have been difmiffed from all the Profef- 
« forlhips ; we have entirely cleared the univerfity 
“ of Ingolftadt of them *. 

“ The Dowager Dutchefs has modelled her In- 
« Jlitute for the Cadets entirely on the plan pre- 
“ pared by the Order. Ihat houfe is under our 
“ infpe Elion j all its Prof e/fors belong to our Order ; 
tc five of its members have been well provided for, 
“ and all the pupils will be ours. 

• Durch die verwendung der Br. Br. (Brudern) warden 
die Jefuiten von alien profeflor ftellen entfernt, die Univerfi- 
tat Ingolftadt ganz von ihnen gereinigt. 

« On 
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“ On the recommendation of the Brethren Py~ 

“ lades is made the ecclefiafi'tcalfifcal counfellor. By 
“ procuring this place fof him, we have put the 
cc church monies at the difpo&l of the Order : and 
“ by. means of thefe monies we have already rc- 

“ paired the mal-adminiftration of our ■ 

“ and of ■ ■ ■ , and have delivered them from 

*f the hands of the ufurers. 

•?* With thefe monies alfo we fupport new 
** Brethren. 

** The Brethren who are in orders have all been 
“ provided with livings and curacies , or with pre- 
“ ceptor’s places. 

“ Through our means too, the Brothers Ar- 
“ meatus and Cortez have been made Profejfors in 
“ the Univerjity of Ingolftadt. We have alfo got 
** purfes for all our young candidates in the 
** lame univerfity. 

“ On the recommendation alfo of our Order, 

“ two young men are travelling at the expence cf 
“ the Court. They are at prefent at Rome. 

“ The Germanic Jcbools are all under the infjpec- 
“ tion of the Order, and have no other prefers 
“ than our Brethren. 

“ ’The Benevolent Society is alfo under our direc- 
« tion. 

“ The Order has obtained an augmentation of 
<( pay and falaries for a great number of Brethren 

Vol. IV. G “ who 
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** who are employed in the Dicafteres (that is to 
ct fay, at the boards of Adminiftration). 

“ We have obtained four ecclefiaftical chairs for 
“ as many of our Brethren . 

"We fhall fhortly be mafters of the Bartbolo- 
“ mew Injiitution for the education of young ecclefl- 
“ aftics. All our meafures are ready for that 
K purpofe. The bufinefs has taken a very fa- 
“ vorable turn; by this means we may flock all 
“ Bavaria with priefls both clever and proper " 
(for our objeCt). 

“We have fimilar hopes and views on another 
** houfe of priefts. 

“ Through inceJSant application, indefatigable 
“ efforts, and the intrigues of different — - — 
“ by — , we have at length fucceeded in not only 
*f maintaining the Ecclefiaftical Council, which 
“ the Jefuits wifhed to deftroy; butalfo in affign- 
“ ing over to this council, to the colleges and 
“ univerfities, all thofe goods which had ftill re- 
<c mained under the adminiftration of the Jefuits 
“ in Bavaria ; fuch as the inftitution for the 
(< million, the golden alms, the houfe of retreat, 
«* and the funds for the newly-converted. Our 
“ Major Illuminees, to effectuate this, held fitc 
<c meetings-, Jeveral of them remained there, whole 
“ night s\ and 

This latter article is alfo mutilated by the editor 
of the Original Writings. The Court of Bavaria 
5 *4 
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dicf not think proper to publifh the names of thole 
different perfons (minifters and others) who lo well 
ftcoftded Weilhaupt and his adepts on this occafion. 
The Jelbits at leaft ftrongly fulpedted the Count 

of Semsbim to be one of the different , 

ahd thole of the Englilh college of Liege, in par- 
ticular, had reafon to believe that he was one of 
thole to whom they were indebted for the lofs of 
a penfion of ten thoufand florins, which had al- 
ways been paid to them by the Court of Bavaria. 
How far thefe fufpicions are grounded I do not 
pretend to lay j but certain it is, that this Count 
Senleim appears on the lilt of adepts under the 
charadteriftic of King Alfred. But without our 
entering into any difcuflion, the two notes I have 
juft tranflated clearly evince, that the adepts did 
not delerve to be lo frequently reprimanded for 
inactivity as Weilhaupt fcems to have thought. 

What a Itrong light is thrown on the fecret 
hiltory of the Revolution by thefe two notes, even 
in their mutilated Hate ! A large portion of the 
clergy, it is true, have been faithful to their 
duty j but Europe has been aftonifhed at feeing lb 
many of them plunged into the moll: horrid 
fcenes of impiety. We here learn from Cato- 
Zwack who thofe falfe pallors were. Thefe atro- 
cious hypocrites are feledtcd by the Sedt, im- 
bued with all the venom of its principles, and 
then ufhercd into the bofom of the church under 
G a its 
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its baneful procedion. It had faid to them, aff 
fume the appearance of piety and zeal, and pre - 
tend to believe in the fymbol of the priefthood,. 
and we (hall find means of initialling you in the 
livings of the church, and of making you the rec- 
tors and pallors of the dock. You fhall publicly 
preach the dodrinc of the Gofpel, and your ex-* 
terior fhall coincide with the duties of thofe na- 
tions; but in fecret you fhall fecond our views, 
and prepare the way for us. It would be a futile 
objection to afk how it was pofliblc to find mon- 
gers whofe depravity could make them conlent to 
ad fuch fcenes of hypocrify even in the Holy of 
Holies! We have the authority of Ca/o-Zwack, 
who tells us that they affumed the charaders and 
fundions of redors and curates, of canons, pro- 
feffors, and teachers in the Catholic Church. We 
fhall foon fee the fame game played with refped 
to the Proteftant Church; and thus were both 
churches miniflered to by wretches who had fwom 
their deftrudion. 

A fimilar mode of proceeding was adopted for 
die deftrudion of the ftate, and that at the firft. 
dawn of llluminifm. It is Cato again who informs 
us of the intrigues, views, and fuccefies of the 
Sed, infinuating its adepts into the Dicajleres, the 
councils, and boards of adminiftration, which are 
paid by the prince and ftate ; he points them out 
as having gained accefs into the councils of the 
8 prince 
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prince and of the ftare, carrying with them all the 
treacherous plots of the mod difaftrous confpiracy 
againft both prince and ftate. 

Many readers have been aftonilhed at feeing 
whole generations rife imbued with the principles 
of the molt rank jacobinifm, and that from 
fchools founded by princes for the inftruftion oi 
youth j but Cato again folvcs the difficulty, when 
he (peaks of the Inftitutim founded by the Dowager 
Dutchefs. 

In fhort, it will be incumbent on future hiftori- 
ans to tell their readers whence were obtained 
thofe treafures fpent in the propagation of the 
principles of the Sett, in the peregrinations of its 
apoftles, and in the fupport of its pennylefs 
adepts j they will find the talk already completed 
by the Sett itfelf, which tells us, that its novices 
are fupported at the expence of the public foundations ■, 
that its miffionaries are paid and fent to foreign 
parts by the prince, who has been mifled to be- 
lieve that he was fending men in the purfuit of 
arts and fciences. Moreover, does not the Sett 
betray itfelf, when introducing its adepts into 
the admimftration of the ecclefiaftical property > and 
with that property paying the debts of its Lodges, 
fupporting the apoftles of its confpiracies, re-ef- 
tablifhing its 'former clubs, and eretting new ones. 

Let the hiftorian reflett on the conditions under 
which fuch a multitude of adepts have been 
G 3 ufhered 
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ufhered into livings and other employments, and 
he will foon perceive the funds of the Sedt fwelled 
to an immenfe bulk by thofe lhares which it pre- 
ferves for its own ufe out of all the emqluments 
which it has procured for its adepts cither ip 
church or ftate. 

But in this fame note an enigma occurs of a 
quitp different nature. The reader may have ob- 
ferved Ca/o-Zwack at once exulting in having 
founded a ma/onic Lodge at Munich for the Illumi- 
nees, and in the victories gaiqcd by t|ie Illuminees 
over the Roftcrucian Majons. What paq have 
given rife to this contradiction, at the fame time 
to imitate the Free-mafons, and to declare war 
againft die moft famous adepts of Mafonry. Thefe 
queftions naturally lead us tQ the inveftigation of 
the moft profound device that Weifhaupt ever in- 
vented for the propagation of his plots. They 
relate to his firft attempt, to the diverfity of the 
means ufed, his fuccef?, and finally to his tri- 
umphant intrufion into the mafqnic Lodges. In 
order to folve them, I fhall in the following Chap- 
ters lay before my reader the moft remarkable 
pafiage# of the Archives of the Sedt, or of the 
letters and avowals of the moft celebrated adepts 
relating to that famous plan, the execution of 
which belongs to the fccond epoch *pf the Sedt ; 
and unfortunately it may be too truly called the 
ppoch of the lUumimaation o.f Free Mafonry. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Epoch of the Ulumhtizatiun of Free-tnafonry.— 
tVeiJbaupt's attempts on the Mafonic Lodges.— 
Acquifition of Knjgge, and hisfirft Services. 

Let us for a moment fuppofe every thing that 
.has been laid in thefe Memoirs relating to the na~ 
tore, object, origin and ft ere t of Malbnry, to be 
no more than a conjectural fyftem; let it ftill 
further be fuppofed, that the cloud which encom- 
paflfes the origin and hillory of Mafonry is for 
ever impenetrable; let even the Brethren and their 
Malters exalt ftill higher the merits and glory of 
their anceftry; yet, for the misfortune of our co- 
temporaries, the day is come when all this glory is 
fullied, when the Orators of their own Lodges with 
grief exclaim, “ Brethren and Companions, give free 
vent to your forrow; the days of innocent Equa r 
** Jity are gone by. However holy our myfteries 
** may have been, the Lodges are now piophaned 
and fullied. Brethren and Companions, let 
*• your tears flow ; attired in your mourning robes 
“ attend, and let us feal up the gates of our tern.- 
“ pies, for the prophane have found means of 
penetrating into them. They have converted 
G 4 ** them 
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“ them into retreats for their impiety, into dens 
“ of confpirators. Within the facrcd walls they 
“ have planned their horrid deeds and the ruin 
“ of nations. Let us weep over our legions which 
«* they have fcduced. Lodges that may ferve as 
“ hiding places for thde confpirators muft re- 
“ main for ever fhut both to us and to every good 
“ citizen *. ” Thefe complaints and awful la- 
mentations are not mine ; they proceed from the 
mouth of the venerable Matter of a Lodge ; they 
are contained in the funeral oration pronounced on 
Mafonry in prefence of the Brethren afiembled 
for the latt time in a Lodge in Germany, and 
fighing over the forrowfial deftiny of their Con- 
fraternity. Unfortunately for the honour of the 
Brotherhood, their forrow was but too well- 
grounded •, and it is our duty to adduce proofs of 
it. Whatever may have been its myfteries here- 
tofore, Free-masonry is now become criminal. 
If it be not fo in itfelf, it is become fo through 
Wcifhaupt’s means; it has brought about, or he 
has brought about through its means, the moft 
difaftrous of all revolutions. This awful truth can 
no Ion gar remain hidden. Hittory muft found its 
trun.pet, and let it adduce its proofs ; for never 
has it yet given fo awful a lefTon to nations on the 
fatar effects of fecret focieties. 

* See the difeourfe of the Orator on the {hutting op of a 
Lodge. 

From 
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*' From the commencement of his Illuroinifm 
"Weifhaupt had forefeen the great fupport he 
could draw from the multitude of Free Mafons 
.difperfed throughout Europe, ihould he ever be 
fortunate enough to form an alliance with them. 
*« Let me tell you a piece of news,” he writes to 
Ajax as early as the year 1777 ; «« Before the next 
“ carnival I lhall go to Munich, and (hall get 
•• myfelf admitted a Free-mafon. Do not Jet 
“ this alarm you 1 our bufinefs mil not Juffer in tbt 
* € Uafti but by this ftep we become acquainted with a 
“ tie or new Jecrety and by that means Jball be 
“ ftronger than the others Weilhaupt accord- 
ingly received the firft degrees of Mafonry at 
Munich, in St. Theodore’s Lodge. At firft he 
could only obferve the bagatelle of an innocent 
fraternity, yet even then he perceived that Equa- 
lity and liberty were the ground-work of all the 
-amufements of the Brotherhood. He furmiftd 
further myfteries. In vain they allured him, that 
all political or religious difculfions were banilhed 
■from the Lodges, and that every true Mafon was 
eflentially a ftaunch friend to his prince and to 
Chriftianity. He had faid the fame thing to bis 
Novices and to bis Minervals j and he knew too 
well what became, of all theft proteftations in his 
llluminifm. He eafily conceived that a fimilar 


• Original Writings,. VoL 1, Let. 6, to Ajax. 

fate 
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fate awaited thefe declarations in the higher de- 
grees of Mafonry. Soon his faithful Zwack fur- 
nilhed him with the means of penetrating into the 
higher myfterics of Mafonry without fubje&ing 
himfclf to all the ncccffary trials. This latter 
adept had made acquaintance at Augfbourg with 
an Abbe of the name of Marotti. At one of 
their interviews Marotti bad initiated him into the 
higher degrees , and even into thoje of the Scotch 
Lodges . He bad explained to him all the myfieries of 
Mafonry , abfolutely founded, as he faid, on religion 
and the bijlory of the church. Cato- Zwack fhews 
us, by the eagernefs with which he announces his 
difcovery to Spartacus-Vf eifhaupt, how much this 
explication coincided with the plots of his im- 
piety *. No fooner has Weifhaupt (who on his 
fide was making all poffible enquiries) received 
the news of this interview, though no particulars 
were mentioned, than he immediately anfwers, 
** I doubt much whether you are acquainted with 
<c the real object of Mafonry? but I have ac- 
<f quired fome information on that fubjedt, which 
" I mean to make ufe of in my plan, and which 
“ I referve for our higher degrees f . Cato foon lent 
a circumftantial account to his mailer of the ex- 
planation that had been communicated to him, and 

* See Cato's Journal, Diarium Jtt Cato, Original Writings, 
Vol. I. 

f Ibid. Let. 31, a Dec. 1778. 
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received for anfwer, ** the important difeoyery you 
have made at Nicodpnia, (Augfbourg), in your 
** interview with the Abbe Marotti, gives me ex - 
.** treme pleafure. Profit of ttys occafion , , and. get all 
“ you can from him 

In reading fuch pafiages of their molt intimate 
forrefpondfnce, one is naturally led to alk what 
can occafion this extreme joy in the two moft 
monftrous conlpirators that haye ever appeared op 
earthy at the mere difeovery of the myfteries of 
die occult Lodges of Mafonry, and of thofe even 
of the Scotch Lodges 1 Has Weiftiaupt then been 
.anticipated by the M^fons in the explanation he 
had given of their fymbols, and which he has 
actually inferted in his myfteries j-? Could there 
have pre-exifted in thelp occult Lodges of Mafonry 
an impiety and plots ftrangely preparatory for that 
Infidelity and thole plots of Cato and Spartacus ? 
The confequence is frightful j but is that a reafon 
why nations fhould be blind and deny the tefti- 
mony of truth; are we, for the honor of Ma- 
(onry, to be filent on the hidden fnares laid for 
them, and which will continue to be laid not only 
for them but for all nations in general J. 

Well fatisfied with the difeovery he had made, 
Weiftiaupt begins to prefs the eftablilhment of a 

• Original Writing*, Let. of the 6th Jan. 1779.' 
t See Vol. III. of thefe Memoirs, Dtgree of Epopt. 

J Ibid. Let. 32. 
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Maibnic Lodge for his pupils of Munich. He 
immediately ordered all his Areopagites to get 
themfelves made Mafons j he laid his plans for 
fimilar initiations at Aichftadt j and in all the other 
colonies of the Order *. Notwithftanding alThis 
efforts, fuccefs declared but (lowly in his favour. 
He was in poffelfion of the fecrets of the Mafons, 
but they were not initiated in his. The Roficru- 
cians faw wich regret another fecret fociety riling, 
which drew its members from their Lodges, which 
already began to bring their meetings into dilre- 
pute by bragging that it alone was in pofiellion of 
the real fecrets of Mafonry. Notwithftanding die 
impiety of the fecrets of the Roficrucians, and 
though their fyftems all had a fimilar tendency 
with refpeft to the annihilation of Chriftianity, 
ftill the path they had chofen was quite dif. 
ferent from that which Weifliaupt had adopted. 
He defpifed all the nonlenle of their Alchymy ; 
above all he detefted their Theofophy. He 
laughed at the double principle, at the good and 
evil genii, and at all thofe demons on which the 
Roficrucian founds his Magic, Cabal, and Myfteries 


* Let it be always remembered, that we continue to except 
the Mafons who only acknowledge the firlt three degrees j 
but even these ought never to forget, that it <wat pretifelp their 
firft three degree t vibieh ferved at a cloak to the grand intern* 
Ron of Illuminifm . 


of 
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of Abrac*j in (hort, notwithftanding all the be- 
nefit Wcilhaupt expected to reap from thefe my- 
fteries, fymbols, and explanations of Mafonry, 
he treated with the mod fovc reign contempt every 
thing that is purely cabaliftic folly and reverie in 
the Roficrucians. He adopted all their means of 
impiety and laughed at their fooleries. It was the 
contention of impiety, fallen on the one fide into 
die moft abfurd Atheifm, and on the other into the 
moft miferable fuperftition. Hence arofe thofe 
•Mentions and jealoufies mentioned by Cato- 
Zwack when tracing the progrefs of Illuminifm j 
*od it was for a long time doubtful which of the 
two competitors was to be crowned with fuccefs. 

* The word Abrat is derived from Abraxas, which is only 
• faof Greek letters put together by Bajili dsj ,a famous 
Sophifter of Alexandria, and an herefiarch of the fecond cen- 
tWJ, expreffing the number of 365 Intelligences or fpirits, 
wKch conftituted his God. St. Jerome fays, that Abraxas 
ns the fiflkious God of BaJUides, expreffed in Greek nu- 
■atals* a ioo*6oksoo' E^^es grounded all his magic on 
the number of his genii ; and hence the term Science of 
dbrae is ufed for the fcience of Magic (Via 'e Hitrtmimus ad- 
Qerjus Lsuife rn m ■ Auptftituu liber de hareJiis—Tertullian de Ba- 
fiide ). Manes adopted many of his errors from this 
Bafilides, and particularly his Eons and his magic. Thefe 
emeries of Abrat are mentioned in the Mafonic manufeript of 
Oxford, whkh bears teftimony that fome Brethren were as 
much addi&ed to thefe my ft cries of Abrac three hundred years 
ago, as many of our modern Roficrucians. 

During 
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touring the conflict we fee Weifhaupt daily irt-* 
venting new means of triumph ; but he was unde- 
cided as to the ufe he fhould rriake of his victory. 
** In the firft place,” he writes to Zwack, ** 1 
“ fhould have wifhed to fend to London for a 
“ conftitutioil for our Brethren j and I fhould ftill 
ft be of that opinion if We could make ourfelves 
“ matters Of the Chapter (the Mafbnlc) of Mu- 
“ nich. You would do well to try. I can come 
“ to no determination on that fbbjeft until I have 
** feen what turn our affairs take. Perhaps I fhall 
“ only adopt a reform ; or it may be better to 
* c create a new fyftem of Mafonry for ourfelves ; 
“ or, may it not be thought convenient to incor- 
« c porate Mafonry into our Order, and thus to 
“ make but one body of them both. Time alone 
** can decide this*.” 

To relieve the Founder from this ftate of inde- 
cifion, it was neceffary that he fhould become ac- 
Phita- quainted with a man who laid lefs ftrefs on difficul- 
ties, and who knew how to cut them fhort. The 
demon who wields the fiery fword of revolutions 
throws a Hanoverian Baron in his way, of the name 
of Knigge. At this name every honeft German 
Mafon will ftart back, as at the man who cor- - 
rupted even the fraternal bagatelles of the firfi de- 
grees of Mafonry, and confummated the depravity 

* Original Writings, Let. 57, to Cat*, March 1780. - 

Of 
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<Sf their impious Roficrucians. The honeft Bre- 
thren, in their indignation, would almoft forget 
Wcifliaupt to overpower Knigge with the whole 
weight of their hatred; and to heap on him alone 
all the opprobrium of the Lodges now become the 
great feminaries of Illuminifm. The truth obliges 
us to fay, that P/6/7o-Knigge was no other than the 
worthy tool of Spartacus- Weilhaupt in this grand 
intrufion. That which was executed by the one 
had long fince been conceived by the other; and, 
in all probability, had it not been for the pro- 
found combinations of the one, the wicked acti- 
vity of the other would have proved fruitlcfs in its 
attempts. Unfortunately in the re -union of their 
baneful talents were to be found all the requifites 
for the moft confummate confpirators ;. in the 
one, for the dire&ing of the moft difaftrous of 
all Setts; in the other, for the propagation of its 
myfteries and the recruiting of its confpiring 
bands. 

Weilhaupt, like Satan, profoundly meditated 
the deftruCtion of mankind, while Knigge may 
be compared to thofe Genii winged like the 
plague, ever hovering and impatient to receive 
the Orders from the King of Hell to bend their 
courfe wherever he will point out evil to be 
done. Weilhaupt proceeds flowly in his combi- 
nations, weighs his refources, compares the dif- 
ferent eflays, and, left he fhould miftake, defers 

and 
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and fufpends his choice. Knigge, in his levity, -1 , 
has foonef afted than deliberated ; he fees where - 
evil can be done ; he does it, and is ready to" 
found a retreat, fhould his firft attempts fail of 
fuccefs. The one forcfecs the obftacles he may- 
have to encounter, and feeks to evade them ; the 
' other proceeds boldly in fpite of all, and looks on 
the time fpent in reflection as fo much loft from 
the execution. The former is aware of every 
fault that can impede his progrefs ; the latter pro- r 
ceeds heedlefs of the falfe fteps he may have 
taken. 

Encompafied with darknefs, how great would 
have been the happinefs of Weifhaupt could he 
but have been gratified with a fight of the world 
in ruins, and that without being himfelf feen! 
The confcioufnefs of his crimes would have been 
to him that grateful fenfation which virtue raifes in 
the honeft heart. The power of doing harm is 
more dear to him, than a celebrity which might 
have proved fatal to the execution of his plots. 
Knigge, on the contrary, (hows himfelf every 
where, meddles with every thing; his utmofl: am- 
bition was to appear to have been the agent in 
whatever was done. Both arc impious, and both 
have fwom the overthrow of the laws ; bur 
Weifhaupt from the very beginning had laid 
down his principles; he had followed them 
through all their confequences ; his revolution is 

to 
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to be the accomplifhment of them all ; and he 
will think his attempt fruidefs, fhould a Angle 
law, focjal or religious, efcapc the general wreck. 
With Knigge, both hi£ impiety and his plans of 
rebellion have had their gradual progreilion ; he 
fucceffively attended all the public and occult 
ichoels of the Infidelity of the age. He can vary his 
means and adapt himfelf to the different charac- 
ters he has to deal with* He alfo wifhes for a 
revolution, but he will not lofe the occafion of one 
that offers, in hopes of that particular one which 
he wifhes to operate. Where he cannot form an 
Atheift, he will form a Deift or a Sceptic ; as 
circumftances may require, he will aft the part of 
any fpecies of Sophifter, or engage in any degree 
of rebellion. Weifhaupt wifhes to involve in 
univerfal ruin religion, magiftrates, fociety, and 
property, that he may in flail his nomade clans, his 
Men Kings , and his Equality and Liberty. Knigge 
is content to deftroy lefs, provided he defpotical- 
lyfways over all that has efcaped deftruftion. In 
die filent ihades of his retreat, the one has more 
accurately ftudied the nature of man, and has laid 
his plans for new-modelling human nature accord- 
ing to his views. The other is better acquainted 
with them from his habit of intrigue, and is eafier 
pleated with the afcendancy he can acquire over 
them. In Ihort, the former may be faid to pre- 
pare hispoifons with more art, while the latter re- 
Vol.IV. H tails 
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tails them better; and between them they wield 
the mighty power of deftruftion. 

When the common enemy of human nature 
brought thefe two fiends of rebellion in contaft 
with each other, they had already acquired all 
thole habits and means which flmft render their 
Union fatal to mankind. The Hanoverian Baron 
had been caft upon the earth nearfy at the fame 
time that the Bavarian monfter had been engen- 
dered. His whole life appears to have been bur 
one continued preparation for the part he was to 
aft in leconding Weiihaopt, and particularly to 
open the gates of the Lodges from the North to 
die South and from the Eaft to the Weft to re- 
ceive the founder of lUumimfm, and deliver 
over to him all thofe adepts who, trained by the 
higher myfteries of Mafonry, had long Gnce been 
prepared to receive thofe of the modem Spar- 
locus. 

Knigge informs us, that from his youth he had 
always had an invincible propenfity towards lecret 
focieties ; and that while a boy he had founded 
one of thofe little focieties fo common in the 
Proteftant Univerfkks, and of which we have be- 
fore fpoken. He had acquired this turn from hi* 
hither, whom he had obferved fpendmg his time 
in the ftudy of the Mafomc Myfteries, and his 
money in the vain purfuit of the PhilofopherY 
Scone. The fother’s gold had vanilhed in the 
8 crucible* 
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crucible, and the foh reaped nothing but the droft. 
Kq iboner had he attained the neceflary age, than 
he got himfelf made a Freemafon in one of thole 
Lodges called of the Strict Obfervance. He rofe 
•UK fhe degree of T rmplar, that is tQ fay, of thole 
Melons who, ftitt flattering themfelves with the 
kept* of recovering the poflcffions of that once 
Celebrated Order, diftribute in the mean time the 
difierent titles formerly borne by thofe Knights. 
JCnigge became one of thefe Brother Comman- 
ders under the title of Eques a Cygno (Knight df 
the Swan). Contrary to his expectations, he 
fyund this to be but an empty title without any 
emolument. Wilhing to make up for this defi- 
ciency, and ftill more a&uated with the defire of 
acquiring that importance in the Lodges at lead;, 
which he could not acquire elfewhere, he made 
himfelf the difciple of the famous Mountebank 
Schroeder at Marbourg. When in company 
with this Schroeder, or the Caglioftro of Germa- 
ny, What man t as he fays himfelf, would not have 
ben fired ipitb zeal for Theo/cphy , Magic , and Al~ 
tbymy ? Thefe were the myfteries of the Mafons 
of thf Strift Ojfervfutce. Violent , font aft teal t and 

rtfiUfs, as he defer ibes himfelf, he at the age of 
fivc-and-twcnty was a firm believer in all thefe 
myfteries ; he even pra&ifed all the evocations of 
fpirits, and other follies of ancient and modem 
Cabal. Soon he began to doubt whether be really' 
H 2 believed 
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Relieved dr ought to believe in all this ftuffl He flat*- 
tered hitnjelf- with the hopes that, in the midft of 
thefe enchantments and magic ipeUs, the chaos of 
his ideas Mould fubftde. To gain knowledge* and 
'put his mind at eaffc, he would willingly have 
gained admiffion into every Mafonic Lodge. He 
found means of getting admitted into the higher 
degrees* procured the rarefi and mjt myjlerious mto- 
oaf cripts , and even ftudied all their different 
Sedts *. Then, as if he wifhed to convert himielf 
into a vaft emporium of every error, he applied 
•to the doftrines of the modern Sophiftets, and thus 
plied his unfortlinate brain on the one fide With all 
the deMriobs OohcCits of Gabaliftic Mafonry* and 
-bn -the other with the impious doctrines of the 
felf-created Philofophers. His attempts at for** 
-tune were fimilar to thofe he had made for the ad- 
-tquifition of fcience, nor was he more fuccefsful.— 
A courtier without favor, he dcferts his Prince to 
•take the- direction of a Playhoufe j thence he ac- 
cepts a Commifiion in the fervice of the Prince Of 
•Hefie Caffelj but is loon difmifled, in conie<> 
fcjuence of the violence and reftlcfsnefs of his tem- 
per.. He then turns author, and writes violent 
■declamations againft the Roman Catholics ; then, 
in confequence of fomc hope of preferment (I 
know not what), he makes a public profeffion of 

* See his Laft Obferrations, P. 24. 


their 
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t^eir fakh j but, not fuccceding as he* hoped, he 
tjeferts them, abufes them more fcurriloufly than 
ever, takes part jtgain with the Protfftants, but 
writes in favor Qf Dcifm ?. Sue 4 had been the 
reftkfs education qf -the man who was to -prove 
the moft worthy fupportcr and the moft active 
^o-operator that Weifbaupt yet had found. 

By a ftrangc coincidence, juft at the very time 
that thefe two Confpirators met, Knigge had been 
projecting a conqueft of Mafonry, and had- formed 
fuch plans for an univerfal copfpiracy, that he 
fcarcely leaves the honor of invention to Weif- 
fiaupt. The account given by Kpigge ^ill beft 
explain tljis cpincidence. 

It was in the year of our Lord 1780 1 and a ge- 
neral aflerably of Mafons had been convoked at 
Willemfbaden for the next year, under the pro- 
tection of the Duke of Brunfwick and of the 
Landgrave of Heffe Caflel. “ On the news of 
41 this,” fays Philo- Knigge, “ 1 caft an eye on 
•** the immenfe multitude of Brethren: I obferved 
** it to be compofed of men of all ftations in life, 
“ of noblemen, of men of great riches, - of great 
f* power, and alfp of Brethren pofle fling great 
*f knowledge and aCtivify. I faw thefe men all 
** actuated by one common fentiment, though I 
?* could not very well conceive the objeCt of their 

0 See his Laft Obfervations, P. 25, 
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rt union. I few them ill bound by an oath of the 

* molt profound fccrecy, without being able td 
** form any better idea as to the objedt of it. I 
a beheld them divided in their opinions) nor 
“ could I comprehend on which fide the error lay* 
" ftill lefs could I furmife what had been the 
** grand obftacle that had impeded the advanta- 
<f ges which mankind had reafon to expedt from 
M Freemafonry. . . . Neverdielefs how great would 

* thefe advantages have been, if, diftinguilhing 
ce adtions from fpeculations, opinions had been 
** left to each individual, while a regular fyftem of 

* condudt was followed, perpetually tending to- 
** wards the advantage of humanity in general, 
“ and of the Brethren in particular ! Had they 
** agreed on a fyftem of laws for the mutual and 
** general fupport of each other ; to raife dfc- 
** prefled or obfcure merit; to fecond with all the 
w power and influence of Mafonry all plans for 
** general utility 5 to favor the advancement of the 
“ Brethren ; to meafure out the different employments 
** in the State to the Brethren, according to their ca- 
** pacifies , and in proportion as they fhould have pro- 
** fited of the advantages to be reaped from secret 
** societies in the arts of knowing men and of go - 
b veming them without conftratnt 

* Sec his Laft Obfervttions, P. 28. 
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*• Meditating and mufing on theft ideas,” con- 
tinues Knigge, ** I had refolved on all my 

plans of reform, and had ftnt them to Wil- 
** lemibadeo. I received polite anfwers ; they pro- 
** mifed to take my work into con fide ration at 
*' the general meeting that was about to be held. 
“ But 1 foon had reafon to believe, that the bene- 
** voknt and difinterefted views of the illuftrious 
«* chiefs and prote&ors of Mafoory would be but 
“ very ill feconded j that partial views and dif- 
“ cordant interefts would play off every artifice 
" to make the fyftems of particular Seels predo- 
* minate ; and 1 forefaw how difficult it would be 
«* to make one cap fit Jo many beads. Meanwhile X 
“ Communicated my plans to different Mafons, 
“ and repeatedly exprefled my fears ; when, in 
** July 1780, I made acquaintance with Dtomedes 
“ (the Marquis of Conftanza) in a Lodge at 
** Franckfort on the Mein, who had been font 
“ from Bavaria by the Illuminees to eftablifh new 
** Colonies. in the Proteftant States. I informed 
** him of my views with refpeft to a general rc- 
** form of Frcemafonryj and that, perfectly con- 
“ vinced of the inutility of the meeting at Wil- 
“ lemfbaden I had refolved to work at the efta- 
“ blifhment of my fyftem feconded by a few Ma- 
“ fons my particular friends, and who were fpread 
** throughout Germany. After having heard me 
u explain my intentions , ft Why,” faid he, “ fhould 
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“ you give yourfelfthe trouble, to found a new 
ft fociety, when there already' exifts one which 
“•has undertaken all that you wifh to do, which 
•* can in every way gratify your thirft for know- 
u ledge, and open a wide field for your a&ivity 
« and' defire of being ufeful ; a fociety, in fhort; 
4t which is in pofieflion of all the fciences and alt 
** the authority neceffary for the accomplifhment 
M of your objedt 

'■ The Marquis was corredt ; for there exifted a 
tnoft ftriking coincidence between the plots of his 
matter and thofe propofed by Knigge to raife 'de- 
^prefled or obfcure merit, and fuccour fuffcring 
'virtue ; to teach the adepts the art of knowing 
men; to conduit mankind to happinels, and to 
govern them without their perceiving it. Like 
Knigge, Weifhaupt alfo had invented that invifi- 
-ble concatenation which, proceeding from the. te- 
nebrous meeting of his lurking fenate, was to ex- 
tend its ramifications over every dafs of citizens, 
-and, dictating laws from theft: dark recefles, the 
Brotherhood was to leave no art untried to caufe 
them to be promulgated by the councils of the 
•Prince f. Thus far the two Arch-confpirators 
•follow the fame plan; but the truth is, that Weif- 

* See his Laft Observations, P. 32. 

+. Original Writings, Statutes of the Illuminee, and 
^InftruOions for the Regent. 
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baopc only leeks power to deftroy, and gives laws 
but to annihilate every law; while PMg-Kniggc 
will look upon nations as Sufficiently free, pro* 
vided he can but fubjeft their magiftratcs and 
rulers to the decrees of the Mafonic Lodges j 
though the Liberty, therefore, fought by the one 
be the death of Society, that of the other will be 
its eternal Hugne. Two Such men could not long 
remain feparate ; pride may give rife to tempo* 
rary difagreements ; but they will co-operate fuf* 
ficiently for the mifery of mankind. 

Knigge could fcarcely exprefs the joy and afto- 
nilhment with which he. learned that the plans he 
bad conceived were already executing. He threw 
himfelf into the arms of the IUuminizing Apoftle, 
and immediately received the degrees of Candir 
date, of Novice, and was even admitted into the 
Minerval Academy. Weifliaupt foon felt the 
importance of fuch an acquifition, though in Re- 
volutionary Impiety he found Knigge even more 
advanced than he wifhed. This latter immedi- 
ately let to work for the Illuminees with as much 
zeal as if he had been profecuting his own plan, 
and took upon himfelf the million on which Dio- 
modes had been fent. Never had Illuminifm be- 
held fo aftive and infinuating a Recruiter. The 
lift of Novices and Brethren was fwollen with 
amazing rapidity, nor did he, like Weilhaupt, 
merely enlift youths coming from the College, 
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but men who had attained the age of maturity. 
And whole impiety was already known to him.-?* 
He more particularly fele&ed'thofe whom in the 
Lodges he had obferved to have a greater propen 
fity for the Occult Myftcries. . 

Weifhaupt in his firft furprne could not help 
admiring his new Apoftle ; and thus extolls him 
to his Areopagites: “ PMc-Knigge alone doe9 
** more than all of you put together could evea 
" hope to do. . . . Philo is the mailer from whom 
" you all fhould take leifons. . . .Give me only 
** fix fuch men, and I will engage to change the 
** whole face of the univerfe The grand 
point which gave Weiihaupt fo much pleafure 
Was, the difeovery of that generation of men who 
Were already prepared for his plots, and which in 
part difpenfed with the laborious education he had 
found neceffary for the preparation of youth ; and 
indeed we foon after fee him inftru&ing his re- 
cruiters to follow Knigge’s method of proceed- 
ing f. Nor was he lefs pleafed to fee the Se& 
daily gaining ground, and that without any vio- 
lence, in thofe very Lodges which he wilhed lb 
much to reduce under his fubjedtion. This rapid 
fuccefs, however, gave rife to difficulties which 

* Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. 56, and Laft Obferv*. 
tions, P. 49. 

f Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. 7. 
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Draft have difgufted any other man ; but Knigge 
was exa&ly the perfonto remedy them. 

Tricked by the Apoftolic Marquis, as the latter 
had been before by Weilhaupt, with regard to the 
antiquity, ommicfcnce, and power of Illuminiftn* 
Knigge had only been admitted as yet to the pre* 
paratory degrees ; nor had he the lead fufpicion 
that the remaining degrees had no exigence but in 
the brain or portfolio of the modem Spsrtacus.-** 
He expe&ed grand myfteries 5 he aflted for them, 
both in his own name and in the name of the 
Old Mafons who were not to be treated like boys 
from the college in their Minerval Academy. — 
Weilhaupt had recourfe to all thofe fubterfuges 
by which he had heretofore fucceeded in keeping 
his pupils in fufpenfe with refpeft to the higher 
tnyfterics; and the more he extolled them by 
afking for new trials the more preffing Knigge be- 
came, who told him that fuch trials might be ne>- 
cejfary in the Catholic countries , but were by no means 
Jo in the Proteftant ones , where the lpirit of Philo* 
fophy had made a much greater progrefs *.—* 
Weilhaupt continued to Ihift his ground, and 
Knigge became more preffing in his demands.—* 
The old Mafons, famous for decyphering the hie* 
roglyphics, allied for fome which might arefwer to 
the enthufiafm with which he had infpired them. 

• Lift Obfcrvations of Philo, from P. 33 to 55. 
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They threw out hints of abandoning him as an im- 
poftor who had deluded them with, idle promifes,, 
unlefs he kept his word with them ; and Illumi- 
nifm muft have been irreparably undone had f<* 
many Brethren abandoned him under that perfua- 
fion. Thefc perpetual folicitations at length forced 
Weilhaupt’s fecret from him; (C His letters (fays 
“ Knigge) at length informed m e » tfyat this Or- 
** der, profeffedly fo ancient, ha4 no other ex- 
“ iftence than .in his own head, and in the prepa~ 
f‘ rotary clajjes he had eftabliflied, in the Catholic 
“ countries ; but that he had a l^rge quantity of 
excellent materials for the higher degrees. In 
“ making this avowal, he begged me to pardon 
** his little finefle j for (faid he) I have fought 
“ in vain after worthy co-operators j no perion 
“ has ever entered fo deeply into my views as 
you have; nor has any perfon fefonded me 
f* with fo much activity. He told me, that I was 
if a man fent from Heaven to fccond him in his 
*f undertaking ; that he threw himfelf upon my 
“ honor, and was willing to give me up all his 
“ papers ; and that in future, not looking Upon 
“ himfelf as my fuperior, he would be content to 
‘‘.work under my dire&ion * that the Brethren 
“ were expe&ing me in Bavaria, where all the 
“ ncceffary fteps could be agreed upon, and that 
“ they were ready to pay my cxpences there 

• Laft Obfervations of Ptih, from P. 35 to 55. 
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Had Weifhaupt thought Knigge to be a mail * 
left to be depended upon, this would have been 
die only error we fhould have feen this confpiring 
genius fall into. He mull have been the only 
man on earth who could have looked upon his 
higher degrees and means of feduftion as incom- 
plete. The myfteries and the difcourfe for the 
degree of Epopt were finiflied ; all that has been 
laid before the reader on this degree was already 
cOmpofcd*; Knigge may have ornamented the 
impiety and diforganizing principles} but neither 
Knigge nor all the powers of hell could have 
added to them. The fame may be laid of the 
means of fedu&ion. All the cunning of the /#- 
jStnuffors and directing Muminees is to be found 
either in his firft degrees, or in the inftruflion 
for the Provincials j his irrefolution can only be 
attributed to the immenfity of his powers for 
leduftiort, which no other perfon but himfelf 
could conceive. Hence he was led to fuppofe 
that what he had done was incomplete, becaufc 
he thought he Could do it (till better. In a word, 
had he fent his Code as it was, Knigge would 
have profited of what had been completed, and 
would never even have furmifed that he could have 
perfected it. Elated to a great degree at the idea 

• See the’ original of this difcourfe in the Original Writ- 
ings, Yol.il. Part II. 
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pf extricating from a difficulty a mad wbcifc plots 
and fyftems ' fo perfectly coincided with his own* 
be haftened to his fuccpur. He had food run 
over all .the papers that Weilhaupt; entrufted 
him with ; made his appearance at th« Council 
of. the Areopagites; and in a few day* gpt'thf 
better of all their irrefolotfcn with rejppft tt thf 
divifion of claftes and degrees* and of the higher 
and lower myfteries. The chief point, and Which 
in theft circnmitanees required an immediate dC T 
cifion* was to know what rank fliould be given 
to the Freemasons in the Order, as a mode 
facilitating the general intrufion into the Lodge** 
Knigge had already proved that they might fd- 
tirely rely on him as to the number of Mafonic 
brethren to be gained over to Illyroioifm i hi* 
voce carried the point, and the Inftrmtdfary Claff 
of Mafonry was irrevocably determined. 

About this time the deputies of the Lodges 
flocked from all parts to Willemlbaden. It was 
an object of great importance for Weifbaupt and 
his Council, that no fteps inimical to their views 
on Mafonry fliould be taken at that alterably.— 
To obtain an account of all their proceedings, 
Philo had taken care to have Minos named a de- 
puty. As to himftlf, he preferred being in the 
neighbourhood of the congrefs, there to watch its 
motions, and only to a<5t by his agents. He had 
received full powers from Weilhaupt and the 

Coun- 
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Council of Areopagites to take iuch fteps as cir- 
cumftaoces might require. 

The article which required the greatcft expe- 
dition was, to complete the higher parts of the 
code, and to decide on what degrees were to be 
given to the Mafons, who were too far advanced 
in the myfteries to be fubje&ed to the trials of 
die Minerval School •, and Knigge had Ipeedily 
executed this firft part of his million. His a&ive 
pen had foon made dioice of its materials from 
Weilhaupt’i portfolio. According to his agree- 
ment with the Areopagices, he left all the pre- 
paratory degrees, fuch as Novice, Minerval, and 
Minor Iiluminee , which had already been Conferred 
on feveral of the adepts, in their primitive ftdfe. 
It had alio been agreed, that the firft three degrees 
of MsUbnry (now become the intermediary de- 
grees of Ulumimfm) Ihould not be touched. Hr 
united the Major Iiluminee to the Scotch degrees. 
In the degree of Epopt and Regent, he con- 
denfed every feditious and impious principle, as 
well as every artifice that he could find in Weif- 
haupt’s works ; and hence arofe that aftonilhing 
code already inveftigated in the foregoing vo- 
lume. 

It was not long before Weilhaupt again gave 
way to his irrefolution ; for he was always invent- 
ing fome new art of feduftion •, but while he was 
deliberating Knigge was afting. The fuccefs of 
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the fecond part of his million, or his views on 
the Mafons of Willemfbaden, entirely depending 
on the final determination of the myfteries for 
the degrees of Epopt and Regent, Weifhaupt was 
prefled once more; and, appproving the whole, be 
figned and Jealtd them with the grand Jeal of the 
Order. 

Knigge now had only to attend to his million 
at Wilhemfbaden. We lhall foon follow him to 
that Congrefs of Mafonry j but we muft firft ex- 
plain to our readers of what fpecics of men this 
grand aflembly was compofed j and what the 
great agents were, that had already prepared the 
fuccefs and enfured the triumph of the new myf- 
terics over thole of Free mafonry *. 

# For the whole of this chapter, fee the Laft Obfervatioftt 
of Philo, from 55 to 1^3 ; alfo his firlt Letter to Cato, Ori- 
ginal Writings^Vol. II* an d his convention with the Areopa- 
gites, Ibidk 
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CHAP. iV. 

(Qongrefs of the Freemafons at Wtlbmjbadtn — * Of 
■ their divers Setts , and particularly of that of the 
Tbeojopbical IUuminees . 

It was by no means the deputies of an iniignifi- 
cant fociety that were flocking from all parts of 
die univerfe to Wilhemlbaden. At that period, 
many mafons conceived their numbers to amount 
to three millions of brethren ; and the Lodge de la 
Candeur at Paris, in its Circular Letter of the ft 
May, 1782, fuppofes that France alone contained 
one million. Doctor Stark (one of the mod learned 
writers of the Order) in his work on the ancient 
and modern myfteries, pofitively fays, that at the 
lowcft computation the number of mafons at that 
time mujt have amounted to one million *. Let the 
hiftorian abide by this eftimate, let him be ever 
lo partial, yet at the light of thefe deputies fent 
by a Secret Society compofed of at lead a million 
of adepts, all flocking to their myfterious con- 
grefs, what lerious reflections mult arife, and how 
important the conflderation both to nations and 
their rulers ! 

♦ Chap. 15. 
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What inconceivable motive is k then that 
draws forth thefe agents and deputies from all 
parts of the globe, from Europe, Alia, Africa, and 
America, agents of men all bound by the oath of 
lecrecy, both as to the nature of their afibciatioa 
and the objeft of their myfteries ? What in- 
tentions can aftuate, what plans are brought by 
thele deputies of fo formidable an aflociadon 
fecretly fpreading its ramifications around u^ 
throughout town and country, creeping into our 
habitations, and cncompafHng empires ? What 
do they meditate, what are they going to com- 
bine either for or againft nations ? If they thus 
convene for the general good of humanity, and 
the welfare of nations, whence do they derive 
their right of deliberating on our religion, morals, 
or governments? Who has entrufted them 
with our interefts ? Who has fubjefted the wqrld 
to their decrees and their pretended wiidom ? 
Who has told them that we wilh to aft, to think, 
or to be governed according to their decilioqs 
and fubterraneous machinations ; or, in their lan- 
guage, according to their indufirious and JecreUin- 
fluence ? 

Should their plans be conlpiracies, arifingin a 
wilh to change the nature of our worlhip- and 
of our laws, infidious Brethren, perfidious citij- 
zens, by what right do you pretend to live among 
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lls Children of the fame fociety, or fubjetS tx> 
the fame magiftrates ? 

But (hould it neither be for nor again ft nations^ 
ihould their only object be to draw more cloft 
the bonds of their fraternity, to propagate their 
benevolence, and their general love of mankind, 
then will I anfwer, Amufe the populace with fuch 
bubbles, ad Popuhtm Ptaleras ! What ! you that 
live on the banks of the Thames or of the Tagus; 
is the plains watered' by the Tiber or the Viftula, 
lire you to cmigratc to the Rhino or to the Elbe; 
there in the dark abodes of Mafonry to ooalefce 
and deliberate with< men whom you have never 
before feen nor will over meet again ? There is 
great occafion for you to go there to learn how to 
love and foccour thofe with whom you daily co- 
habit! The Englifhman, the Ruffian, or the Ame- 
rican, is to go and bury himfclf in a German 
Lodge to learn how to be charitable at home ! — 
The voice of nature and of the Gofpel then is 
only to be hoard within the fecret recefles of Ma- 
fbnry ?' Qr are we to be told, that men have 
braved the dangers of the Ocean and crofted 
whole empires to afiift at a fraternal banquet, 
there to drink a toaft given in a zig-zag or a 
/quart ; or perhaps to chant fome hymns facred to 
innocent Equality; and that for thefe harmlefs 
amufoments they ihould have chofen a den only 
worthy of the deepeft confpirators 1 Let them 

1 2 find 
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find other pretences, or not wonder at being fuf- 
pe&ed of confpiring. Such language every citi- 
zen, every magiftrate, every fovereign, was en- 
titled to hold to thefe deputies flocking to Wil- 
hemfbaden. Happy would it have been for Ma- 
fonry had fuch language been held ; for it might 
have faved the Brethren the eternal fhame of 
having become the vile inftruments and accom- 
plices of Weifhaupt. 

Had any religious body, had even the Bifhops 
of the church, held a general meeting, the civil 
power, without doubt, would have ufed its right 
of fending its commifiaries to fuch a meeting, and 
they would have been inftrudted to watch, left, 
under pretence of debating on ecclefiaftical affairs, 
the rights of the ftate fhould be infringed. But 
all governments permitted the mafons peaceably 
to proceed to the congrefs of Wilhemfbadeiu 
The brethren even had paffports from the civil 
powers. For more than fix months did thefe de- 
puties deliberate in their immenfe Lodge, with- 
out any fovereign harbouring the leaft fufpicion as 
to his own fafety, or that of his people. They 
all relied on thofe princes who were themfelves 
initiated in the myfteries of Mafonry * they were 
in all probability ignorant that Brethren of that 
rank are but partially admitted to the fecrets of the 
Seft } nor were they aware, that great names are 
only cloaks under which fecret focieties often con- 
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.fpirc againft their very prote&ors. They ha4 not 
conceived, that the only means of efcaping the ven- 
geance of liich focietics was to tolerate none, 
not even thole that are known to be innocent; 
for the conipirator, ever watchful, can have no 
more favorable opportunity of afTuming the garb 
of innocence, than in thefe fecret receffes, where 
fooner or later he will find means of involving 
the undefigning members in his criminal plots. General 
. Sovereigns were equally ignorant of the ftate jj ate °f 
in which Mafonry was at the time of the too fa- nuTonry 
mous meeting of Wilhemfbaden ; had they but 
known it, the utmoft feverity might have become at Wii- 
a duty on them. To judge by the writings of the denwok 
Seft, it never had been lefs difpofed to a reform, place, 
which fome it would feem wilhed to promote, and 
which Sir Andrew Michael Ramfay, a Scotch Ba- 
ronet, had attempted to bring about forty years 
before j nor is it clear that the reform he had at- 
tempted was favourable to religion. In order to 
unite' the efforts of the Brethren towards fome 
uicful objeft, he had conceived the plan of an 
Encyclopedia, which was to have been executed 
By all the learned Mafons of the world *. If the 
pofthumous works attributed to Ramfay are really 
his (fuch as The Pbilofopbical Principles of Natural 
Religion and of Revelation , printed under his name 

• See Der auf gezogene vorhang der Frey Maurery, P. jos, 
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in 1749, fix years after his death) I could not 
Venture to fay, that he had not ■forgotten thfc 
greater part of thofe leflons which he had teceived 
from Fenclon, or that the Mafonic Encyclopedia 
■would have' been a better work than that executed 
ijy the Sophifters D’Alembert and Diderot ; nei- 
ther would I vouch that any reform was intended 
.even at that time in the ancient myftenes of the 
Lodges, other than the introduction of many ants- 
chriftian errors, together with Chofe of the Me- 
tempfichofis. But, whatever may have been the 
reform projected by Ramfey, every thing denoted 
that that which the Brethren were about to ac- 
complifli at Wilhemlbaden would be no ©diet* 
than the confu nmation of the myfleries or {dots 
of the Roficrucians. ( See Note at the end of tbe 
Chapter.) In reality, theft myfteries as well as 
thofe of the Scotch Knights had only been new 
modelled, the better to meet the wifhes of the 
Sophifters, and of the impoftors of the age. In 
France alone, under the fucceflive protections of 
the Princes of Clermont, of Conti, and of the 
Duke of Orleans, all Grand Mafters of die 
Order, The Clermontois Brethren , The African 
Brethren , The Knights of the Eagle , the Adept , 
the Sublime Pbilofopber , were fo many national in** 
▼entions added to Malbnry ; and all theft degrees 
were fteps towards our Revolution. In Germany 
we fee Rofa combining all thefe French inven- 
5 tions 
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Sion* with the ancient Scotch myftcries ; the Baron 
fivnd and Sbubard liibdividing Mafonry into the 
StridfQbfervatue end the Lax Observance. Under 
the name Of Tempter Majority it daily beheld new 
degrees invented, more and more threatening to 
Kings and Pontiffs, who had fuppreffed the Tem- 
plars. There alfo appeared the phylicisn Zitmen - 
derft and With him were introduced the modern 
Ro/teruciatu from Sweden, and their new myf- 
teries of the Cabal, while the impoftor Jaeger was 
propagating his at Ratifbon. 

There Was not ohe of thefc new mafonic Se&s 
that did not revive fome ancientTyftem of impiety 
or rebellion. But the worft of the whole clan 
was a fort of Uluminees calling themfelves Tbeo* 
fipbt , whom I find continually confounded by 
fome people with thole of Weilhaupt. They are v 
certainly no better; but they are a different Sedt. 

The neceffity under which I lie to diftinguilh them; 
left the hiftorian fliould be milled, obliges me to 
trace them to their origin, and to give a lhort ac- 
count of their myfteries. 

All the Tbeojophical IUuminees of this age in The 
England, France, Sweden, or Germany, have 
drawn their principles from the Baron Emmanuel Fnminee*, 
Swedenborg . This name, to be furc, does not feem denbor- 
to denote the founder of a Seft. Swedenborg ^» an Ma» 
became one, perhaps, without dreaming of any ' 
fuch thing, and through one of thole extraordinary 
I 4 incidents 
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incidents which Providence in an age of impiety' 
permits to humble the pride of our Sophifters. 
He was fon of the Lutheran Bilhop of Skara, and 
was born at Upfal in 1688. After having palled 
the greater part of his life in the moft incongruous 
purfuits, as a Poet, a Philofopher, a Metaphyflcian, 
a Mineralogift, a Sailor, a Divine, and an Aftro- 
nomer, he was attacked by one of thofe violent 
fevers, which leave the organs of the human frame 
in a very deranged (late*. His meditations, or 
rather reveries, took the form of thofe fpccula- 
tions to which he had formerly been addi&ed, on 
the Infinite, the Creation, the Spirit, Matter, God, 
and Nature. All on a fudden he thought himfelf 
inlpired, and fent by God to reveal new truths. 
The following is the account he gives of his 
apoftlelhip. 

“ I was one day dining very late at my hotel 
** in London, and I ate with great appetite, when 
** at the end of my repalt I perceived a fort 
*t of fog which obftrudted my view, and my floor 
“ was covered with hideous reptiles. They difap- 
** peared, the darknefs was difperfed, and I plainly 
faw, in the midft of a bright light, a man fitting 
in the corner of my room, who faid in a terrible 

* I do not fee that any of his adepts have mentioned this 
illnefs; but indeed I am not furprized at it. I quote it on 
the authority of a Phyfician, who learned it from feveral 
Other Phyficians of London. 

6 < € voice. 
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“ voice. Do not eat Jo much. At thefe word* 
“ my fight was bedimmed; but I regained it little 
** by little, and then found that I was alone. The 
** next night, the fame man, rcfplendent with light, 
** flood before me, and faid : I am the Lord 
** Creator , and Redeemer ; l have cbofen you to ex- 
“ plain to men the interior and Jpiritual Jettfe of the, 
' " /acred Scriptures . I will diftate what you Jhall 
" write. This time I was not affrighted; and the 
“ light, though very vivid, did not affeft my 
** fight. The Lord was clothed in purple, and 
“ the vifion continued for a quarter of an hour. 
*« This very night the eyes of my interior were 
** opened and enabled to fee into heaven, into 
tf the world of fpirits, into hell, in which places 
ft I found many of my acquaintances, fome who 
** had been long fipce dead, others only a fhort 
V time*.” 

This vifion would appear more worthy of a 
man to whom one might fay in a lefs terrible 
voice. Do not eat Jo much, but rather, indeed. Do 
not drink Jo much. Swedenborg declares it to have 
been in the year 1745. He lived till 1772, per- 
petually writing new volumes of his revelations, 
travelling every year from England to Sweden, 
gnd daily from earth to heaven or to hell. It re- 
quires exceeding great patience to wade through 


♦ $ce the Prelate to the Abridgement of Swedenborg’s Works. 

all 
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all theie works; and when one has ftudied them, 
k is difficult to form an idea of their author, fit 
this Theofophical IUuminee feme will behold A 
man in a conftant delirium ; others will trace the 
Sophifter and Infidel; while others again wiH take 
him for an impoftor and a hypocrite. Is it the 
madman, the vifionary madman in the regions of 
Folly, that is fought ? Lfct the reader follow hiAt 
in his frequent journies to the world, of (pints, Of 
let him have the patience to hear him tell what 
he has feen. On one fide he fhows us a Paradift 
perfectly correfponding with the earth, and the 
angels doing every thing in the other world that 
men do in this. On the other, he defcribes 
heaven and its plains, its forefts, its riven, its 
towns, and its provinces ; he then proceeds to the 
•fchools for the infant angels ; to the univerfitics 
for the learned angels ; to fairs for the commercial 
angels, and particularly for the Englifh arid Dutch 
angels. The fpirits are male and female; they 
marry, and Swedenborg was prefent at a marriage. 
This marriage is celeflial; “ but,” fays he, “ we 
“ are not to infer that the ccleftial couples are 
“ unacquainted with voluptuoufnefs. . . . The 
* c propenfity to unite, imprinted by the Creator, 
" exifts in the Spiritual Indies* as it does in die 
“ material bodies. The angels b'f both (exes are 
“ always in the mod perfect Hate of beauty, 
ft youth, and vigor. They enjoy therefore the 

“ utmoft 
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M ifimoft srohrpcuDufneft of conjugal love, and that 
'** to a much greater degree than it is pofiible for 
■** mortals V* 

Prom this delirium let us proceed to the im- 
poftor. The Whole life and writings of Sweden- 
borg depole again (1 him. To begin with his 
writings, it is always God or an angel that fpeaks. 

Every thing that he tells us, he has feen in heaven 
'himfelf, and he is at liberty to go there as often 
as he pleafes. He has fpirits at his command ; and 
they reveal to him the iroft fecret tranfaftions. 

The Princels Ulrica, Queen of Sweden, lends to 
confult him why her brother the Prince of Pruflia 
had died without anfwering a certain letter which 
fhe had written to him. Swedenborg promifes to 
confult the decealed. The following day he re*- 
turns, and addreflcs himfelf as follows to the 
Queen: ** Your brother appeared to me laft night, 

“ and ordered me to inform you, that he had not 
“ anfwered your letter becaufe he difapproved 
** your conduct, becaufe your imprudent politics 
** and your ambition were the caufes of the effu- 
f * Gon of blood. I command you therefore, in 
* ( his name to meddle no more in ftate affairs, and 
“ particularly not any more to excite troubles to 
" ce which you would, fooncr or later, fall the 
•* yiftim.” The Queen was aftonilhed ; Sweden- 

* Swedenborg on the celeftial Jerufalem— of the fpiritual 
world— of the Englilh— of the Dutch, &c. — Art. Heaven. 

borg 
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-borg told her things that Ihe alone and the de- 
ceafed could know ; and the reputation of the 
prophet was much increafed. For my readers to 
form their judgement, it will be fuificientfor them 
to know that the letter the Queen had written had 
been intercepted by two fenators, who profited 
of this occafion to give her the above lcfibn 
through the medium of Swedenborg*. 

Take another trait of thclmpoftor:— 1 The Coun- 
tds of Mansfield is afraid of having to pay a fum 
of money a fecond time, the receipt being miflaid 
at her hufband’s death. She confults Sweden- 
borg, and in the name of the deceafed he comes 
to acquaint her where the receipt was to be found. 
He could very readily give the information to be 
fiire, for he had found the receipt in a book 

* See Mr. Rollig’s letter in the Monat Shriffi of Berlin* 
January, 1788. When the difciplcs of Swedenborg law 
Mr. Rollig's letter appear, they gave a new turn to the 
ftory. It was no longer the Queen queftioning Sweden- 
borg about the letter; Ihe Amply aflced. Whether he bmd 
Seen her brother? Swedenborg is faid at the end of a 
week to return to the Queen, and tell her things that 
Ihe believed herfelf to be alone converfant with, after the 
deceale of the Prince. This contrivance gives a whole 
week in place of a day to prepare the trick. I now learn 
a third; according to De Mainauduc, the letter was fcarcely 
written when Swedenborg, without even feeing it, divines 
the objett and di&ates the anfwer before hand. When this 
fchemc is exploded* it is to be hoped that the brethren will 
invent another* 

which 
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which had been returned him by the Count.— 
It was the Queen Ulrica who gave this natural 
explanation of the fad ; yet Ihe is neverthelels 
quoted by the difciples as an authority to prove 
the miracle *. Certainly we have fhown enough 
of die impoftorj but the important perfon for our 
confideration is the Illuminizing law-giver, the 
Sophifter of Impiety; and Swedenborg’s charader 
partakes much more of this than is generally fup- 
pofed. His manner would lead us to think that 
his hypocrify was not inferior to his impiety.— 
Never did any man Ipeak more of the love of 
God and of the love of his neighbour ; never did 
any perfon more frequently quote the Prophets 
and the Scriptures ; or affcd more refped for 
Chrift and more zeal for Chriftianity ; never did 
any one better afiiime the charader and tone of 
a fincere, religious, and upright man: Neverthe- 
lels, I muft fay, never did any man Ihow more 
duplicity and impiety ; never did any one conceal 
the molt refolute defign of annihilating Chriftia- 
nity and every Religion, under the malk of zeal, 
more completely than he did. . Let all his follow- 
ers protcft againft this aifertion j to expofe the 
two Jjftern of their matter will amply fuffice to 

* Preface to the Abridgement of Swedenborg’s Works— 
the Edition of -them by Pernetti— Eflay on the Illuminees, 
written by Mirabeau, Note 8. 

juftify 
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juftify the imputation. I fay two*. Jyfiem, bccaufo 
&s Swedenborg always had twojenjes, the one. iit> 
ternal and allegorical, the other external or literal* 
to explain and overthrow, the Scriptures ; fb he 
has alfo two JyJtems,. the. one apparent* for fools and 
dupes the other feeret and hidden* and refcrved 
for the adepts ; the one tending only in appear* 
ance to reform Chriftiarucy. on, the reveries of 
Deifm; the other leading to all the Impiety of 
Atheifm, Spinofifm, Fanaticifra, and Materialflin. 

I lament with my readers* that fuch. is. d»e na*> 
tore of our revolutions, that to know add unfold 
their caufes it is necelfary to ftud'y manifold 
Seds and wade through difgufting fyftams.. Few 
people are aware- of the multitude of Antichrifti- 
an, impious, and tenebrous fedions that had 
overrun the earth to prepare the. advent of our 
difafters. I myfclf for a long time defpifed thefo 
‘Tbeojcphical Uluminees. But I: found them, at 
Wilhemlbaden j and the part they afted at Hiltin 
concurrence with Weifhaupt, and. afterward in 
union with him, ohliged me; to inveftigate thein 
Sed j and my reader mud have a Ihort and precifo 
Sweden- idea of each of their two fvftems. The firft, which- 
ent I call apparent, is compiled for men who-ftillwifli- 
to preferve the words God, Religion, Spirit^ 
Heaven, and Hell } but who, fwerving from 
Chriftianity, are abandoned by the Almighty to 
all the abfurdities and follies of Antbropomorpbijm . 

For 


borg’s 

*1 
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For filch perfon* Swedenborg has invented two on world* 
worlds, the one invifible and fpiritual , the other 
wfible and natural. Each of thefe worlds has the 
form of a man ; together they compound the uni- 
verfe, which has alfo the form of a man. 

The fpiritual world comprehends Heaven j the 
World of Spirits, and Hell. This Heaven, World 
•f Spirits, and Hell, are formed to the Image of 
Man, that is to fay of God himfelf. 

Par God is alfo man indeed it is only the Lord on God; 
or God, that can be properly called man — This God 
man is uncreated, infinite, prefent every where by bis 
Acaunu/p--— Though God and Man at the fame time, 
he is but of one nature, one effence, and particu- 
larly but one in perfon. It is true, there is a God 
the Father, a God the Son, and a God the Holy 
Ghoft j but Jefus Chrift alone is the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoft, according as he mani- 
fcfts himfelf by the creation, redemption, or fanc- 
tification j and the Trinity of perfons in God, ac- 
cording to Swedenborg, is an Impiety which has 
produced many others. 

This do&rine againft the Trinity is one of 
thofe articles to which the Sophifter and his dif- \ 
ciples moil frequently advert, and particularly * 
infill upon, even in their Catechifms for chil- 
dren. 

Though we are. to believe the exigence of but on M«"- 
one nature and of one perfon in this God-Man, 

Father, 



antisocial conspiracy; 

Father , Sen , and Holy Gboft , yet in each man 
we are to conceive two diftindt men i the one 
Spiritual and interior, the other exterior and natu- 
ral. The Man-Spirit or interior, has a heart, lungs , 
feet and hands, and all the different parts of the 
human frame, which belong to the vifible and ex- 
terior man *. 

There are alio three diftindt things in every 
man, the body, the foul, and thefpirit. We are all 
acquainted with the body, and Swedenborg makes 
no change in it j but his Spirit is that interior man, 
who has a heart, lungs, and a Spiritual body en- 
tirely modelled on the natural body. But the 
foul, that is the man himfelf, children receive from 
their father j the body is the envelope and is of the 
mother, 

Notwithftanding this body, this fpirit, and this 
foul, every thing that man thinks or that he wills is 
infujed into him through the influence of Heaven or of. 
Hell. “ He imagines that his thoughts are a&u- 
u ally his own, and his volition in himfelf and 
“ from himfelf, while neverthelels the whole is 
** infufed into him. If he believed the real fa ft, 

* Every thing that is faid here of this fyftem is extra&ed 
either from the Works of Swedenborg, which I have in my 
poffeffion, fuch as his Doilrine of the Now Jerufalem, bit Spiri- 
tual World, bit Apocalypfe Revealed ; or from divers abridge- 
ments of his Works in French and English, made by his dif- 
ciples. 
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€t he would not then appropriate evil actions to 
Cf himfelf, for he would rejedt them from himfelf 
** to Hell, whence they came. Neither would he 
K appropriate to himfelf good anions, and for 
.** that reafon would pretend to no merit from 
** them. He would be happy j he would fee, ac- 
c * cording to the Lord, the Good and the Evil * 
or, in other words, he will find that he is matter 
neither of his thoughts nor actions ; that he is de- 
prived of free-agency, and that he can neither 
merit nor demerit. 

This poor being, who fo grofsly miftakes him- 
felf when he believes himfelf to be thinking or 
acting of himfelf, has alfo fallen into a multitude 
of other religious errors, becaufe he does not 
rightly underttand the facred feriptures. In the 
Books of Revelation every thing is allegorical , 
every thing has two fenfes, the one cclejlial, Spi- 
ritual, interior ; the other natural, exterior, literal. 
It is from not having underftood the fpiritual and 
celeftial fenfe that Chriftians have believed in the 
Son of God made Man, and in his death on the 
Crofs for the Redemption of mankind. Sweden- 
borg, one day prefent in Heaven at a great 
council, heard and repeats thefe words of an angel, 
who was a great divine : * ( How is it poflible 

> 

• Extra& from the New Jerufalem and from the Arcana, 
Art . Ivvlvincs, No. 177. 

Vol. IV. 


120 


K 


« that 



ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY! 

** that the Chriftian world can abjure found rea- 
“ fon, and rave to fuch a degree as to eftablifli 
“ the fundamental principles of their belief on 
“ paradoxes of fuch a nature, which evidently 
f< militate againft the divine effence, the divine 
K love, the divine wifdom, the omnipotence, and 
“ the univerfal prefence of God ? What he is 
“ fuppofed to have done, a good matter would 
** not have done againft his fervants, nor even a 
“ wild beaft againft its young * !” Th« fame 
angel told him many other things, which over- 
turn all the remaining articles of the Chriftian be- 
lief. One point in particular he afierts, which 
muft give pleafure to the wicked, when he teaches 
them to feoff at Hell, particularly when he fays, 
that it is contrary to the divine ejfence to deprive a 
Jingle man of his mercy ; that the whole of thofe doc- 
trines are contrary to the divine nature, which the 
Chriftian world does not feem to be aware of\. 

Another part of the do&rine which muft be alfo 
very acceptable to the wicked, is the ftate with 
which Swedenborg flatters them in the other 
world, and the time he gives them after death 
to gain Heaven. According to his new Gofpel, 
the inftant that man believes to be that of his 
death, is the moment of his refurre&ion j and no 
other refurre&ion is allowed of. At that very in- 

* See Abridgment of Swedenborg, Art. Rsdbmftiok. 

f Ibid. 



Historical part 1 . 


* 3 « 


ll&nt be appears in the fpiritual world under tbi hu- 
man form, exactly as if he was in this world j un- 
der this form he becomes an angel, and no other 
angels exift but thofe who become fo at their 
departure from this world. All thefe angels in- 
habit the world of fpirits, and arc received there 
by other angf Is,- who inftrudt them in the fpiritual 
fenfe of the Scriptures. They arc allowed till the 
age of thirty to learn this fenfe> and to repent in 
the world of fpirits. But left we fhould revert to 
the delirious Illuminee, let us haften to that part 
of his doctrines which conftitues the grand hopes 
of his difciples on earth. After having expound- 
ed all the myfterics of Chriftianity according to 
his fpiritual and allegorical fenfe, that is to lay, 
after - having fubftituted his doftrines to thole of 
the Gofpel, Swedenborg informs them, that the 
day will come when the whole of his dodtrine lhall 
be received in this world. This happy day will f|j s 
be that on which the New Jerufalem (hall be re- J«rn 61 em 
eftablifhed on earth. This New Jerufalem will be 
the reign of the new church, of Jefus Chrift 
reigning alone over the earth, as he formerly did 
over our forefathers before the deluge. It will be 
the golden age of true Chriftianity ; and then the 
revolution foretold by Swedenborg will be accom- 
plifhed with his prophecies. 

Such is that which I have denominated the ap- 
parent fyftem of the Baron dc Swedenborg. My 

K % .. readers 
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readers may cafily obfervc, that fuch tools in the 
hands of the adepts muft fuffice to eradicate true 
Chriftianity from the minds of their dupes, and 
to make their New Jerufalem a plea for thole re- 
volutions which, in order to recall ancient times, 
are, in the name of God and of his prophet, to 
overthrow all the altars and thrones gifting under 
the prefcnt Jerufalem, that is to fay, under die 
prefent churches and governments 

From the midfb of this chaos of delirium, and 
thefe prophecies of rebellion, let us bring forth 
His hid- *h at other fyftem, which appears to have been rc- 
den fyf- ferved to the profound adepts. It is that of Ma- 
terialifm and of the pureft Atheifm. This fyftem 
is occult in Swedenborg’s works, but it is wholly 
-contained in them. Here we Ihould no longer 
have to deal with the prophet in delirium, but with 
the moft artful Sophifter, were I not aware that luch. 
hypocrify is not entirety incompatible with a dis- 
ordered mind. I will explain : it fometimes hap- 
pens, that the minds of men will rave on certain 
queftions, though perfedly fenfible and reafon- 
able on others. There are alfo madmen who will 
conftantly purfue their objeft j their principles 
may be extravagant, but they never lofc fight Of 
their confequences. They will even reafon on 
them, apd combine them with all the art of the 
-moft fubtle Sophifter. I think it is in this clals 
that Swedenborg is to be ranked; I believe it, 
Jsecaufe not only his writings, but many circum- 

ftanccs 
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(lances in his life, ferve to confirm thf conjecture. 
For example : at Stockholm, after having made a 
general officer (who came to pay him a vifit from 
Mr* Euler, the Prince of Orange’s librarian) wait 
in his antichamber for a confide rable time, he at. 
length came to him and made his excufes, by . 
faying. Indeed, General, juft at that moment St. 
Peter and St. Paul were with me j and you cafily 
apprehend, that when one receives fuch vifitors 
one is in no hurry to difmifs them.— .My readers 
muft as eafily conceive the opinion the General 
formed of the Baron, and the account he gave of 
him to Euler. 

At another time, on a journey from Stockholm 
to Berlin, one of his companions, awakened by 
a noife which Swedenborg was making, and 
thinking he was ill, went into his room. He 
there found him in bed, faft afieep, very much 
agitated, and in a great heat, repeating in a loud 
voice the queftions and anfwers of a converfation 
which he dreamt he was holding with the Virgin 
Mary. The next day his fellow-traveller afked 
the Baron how he had flept the night before ; he 
anfwered, “ I had yefterday afked a favour of the 
“ Virgin Mary in the moft prefling manner ; fhe 
“ paid me a vifit this night, and I had a long con- 
<* verfation with her.” 

The firft of thefe fads will be vouched for by 
Mr. Euler j and with refpcd to the ficcond I think 
it is as well founded. 

*3 
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We will now (how how thefe anecdotes are 
blended with the hiftory of a Se£t that has power- 
fully contributed towards our Revolution. 

Swedenborg, anterior to the derangement of his 
mind, had formed a fyft.m leading to Materialifm } 
and this continued deeply rooted in his mind after 
his illnels. He then added his male and female 
(pirits, and fome extravagances of the fame na- 
ture. With i efpt <5t to the remainder of his (yf- 
tem, he follows up his principles in a confequent 
manner, and unfortunately the whole tends to 
Materialifm. Sophifters and infidels, no doubt, 
foon perceived that they could make a tool of this 
unfortunate man ; they fet him up as a Prophet, 
and his reveries were oppofed to the truths of 
Chriftianity. Let us for a moment attend to his 
moft zealous and artful apoltles. It is thus that 
they fpeak of his firft works, in order to captivate 
the reader’s mind in favour of his fublequent writ- 
ings. ** According to the difeoverics made by 
a the Baron de Swedenborg, every human body 
<c confifts of feveral orders, of forms diftinft 
“ among themfelves, according to the apparent 
** degree of purity refpe&ively belonging to 
“ each } that is to fay, in the inferior degree is 
** to be found the balls or receptacle of the fecond 
“ degree, which is more pure and more interior 
“ than the firft. In the fame manner, the fecond 
“ ferves as the balls or receptacle for the third, 

. " which 
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* which is more elevated, and is the pureft and 
“ molt interior of the three. It is in the latter 
,c that refides the human fpirits , which is an orga- 
w nized form Anima, correfponding with the corps ■* 
€< ral fpirit Animus, and vivifying it, while it 
“ derives its own life dire&ly from the fpiritual 
« world*.” 

After having fecn this famous difeovery of the 
mailer, and on which the difciples lay fo much 
ftreis, let us inquire what are the true fignificadons 
of or real expreflions appropriate to this human fpirit 
or organized form, which Swedenborg calls the foul% 
or to this corporal fpirit denominated animus. This 
Josd and this fpirit will be found to be no other 
than organized matter, one of thofe bodies which 
is called the germ, and which are as much matter, 
both in the animal or vegetable reign, as the body, 
the branch, or the fruits they produce. It is ealy 
then to conceive what Swedenborg means by form 
or foul, or by that fpirit which has lungs, feet, 
and all the different parts of the human body; 
The foul is organized matter, and the fpirit is living 
matter. . Terms may be changed, but in fa<5t no- 
thing is to be found but matter, and a monfler of 
hypocrify, who, after the example of the foul, 

* Dialogues on the nature, the object, and evidence of 
Swedenborg's theological writings, London 1790, Page 24 
and 25.— Alfo the Animal Reign, and the (Economy of the 
Animal Reign, by Swedenborg. 
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will reduce his God to matter alfo. To prove this 
affertion, let the following propofition be noticed 
--God is life , iecaufe God is love— Love is bis of- 
fence , wifdom bis exijlence — Tbe beat of the fpirilual 
Sun is love, its light is wifdom* . What a deal of twitt- 
ing, and turning to fay, that God is no more than 
the heat and light of a Sun fuppofed to be fpiritual ; 
for if God is love and wifdom, and that this love 
and wifdom are only the beat and light of this Sun, 
is it not evident that God is nothing more than 
the heat and light of that Sun. When, therefore, 
die reader fhall, in Swedenborg’s works, meet with 
exprelfions fuch as thefe, God is life, becaufe God is 
love, and be alone is life, he will naturally fubftitute 
God is life becaufe be is heat ; be alone is life becaufe 
life is only fupported by beat ; and he will have 
Swedenborg’s real meaning. This might ftill 
leave fome idea of a fpirituality, if this fun, 
whole light and heat are God, was really fpiri- 
tual ; but for the folution of this queftion let us 
again appeal to Swedenborg, and we fhall find 
that the fpiritual fun is nothing more than atmo- 
fpberes, receptacles of fire and of light, tbe extremity 
of which produces tbe natural fun. This alfo has its 
atmofpberes, which have produced by three degrees 
material fubfiances.— Thefe fame atmofpberes of the 
natural fun, decreafing in activity and in expanfton ^ 

• See the Abridgement of Swedenborg, Art. Goo. 
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ultimately farm majfes whofe farts art brought together 
by tbeprefjum of weighty fubftances that are fixed and td 
refit and which we call matter*. In clearer and more 
intelligible language* here will be the Deity and its 
generations according to Swedenborg. In the 
firft place* a Sun, fuppofed fpiritual, forms itfelf 
in the higher regions of the molt ardent and lumi- 
nous fire : the heat and light of this fire is God. 
This God* in this Hate* as well as this Sun, is no- 
thing more than matter in a Hate of expanfion, 
agitation* fire* and incandefcence; As long as 
matter remains in thefe burning regions, Sweden- 
borg does not chufe to call it matter, but the fpi- 
ritual fun. Particles lefs fubtle, or not fo much 
heated, are carried to the extremity of thefe re- 
gions. There they duller together, and the na- 
tural fun is formed. They are not matter as yet j 
but the groffer particles of this fecond fun unite 
together at the extremity of its atmolphercs j 
there they clump together, cool, thicken, and form 
heavy mafles, and at length acquire the appella- 
tion of matter. Thefe particles are no longer 
God* or the fpiritual fun, becaufe they are no 
longer in a Hate of fire. What then is this God 
of Swedenborg, if it is not fire, or all matter in a 
Hate of fire, ceafing only to be God, when it 
peafes to be burning and luminous ? And what 

* Ibid. 4n> Cr* ation. 
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abominable hypocrify is this, where, under the 
cloak of thus changing the terms, the moft down- 
right materialifm is preached ? 

Let my reader form what opinion he pleafes as 
to the man who has broached fuch impious abfur- 
dities ; he mull never forget that there exift men 
always ready to adopt the moft extravagant errors. 
Some becaufe they are unable to diftinguiih a fo- 
phifm, others again becaule their impiety leads 
them to rejoice at every new blalphemy. Swe- 
denborg has met with difciples of both thefe dc- 
fcriptions ; and hence arofe two diftinft Sedls, the 
one public, the other occult. The firft compre- 
hends thofe men fo caGly impofed upon by hypo- 
crify, and by their own credulity ; they had called 
themfelvcs Chriftians and adored Jefus Chrift; 
but when Swedenborg had called his God heat and 
light ; or his fpiritual Jun by the name of Jefus 
Chrift, they Hill continued to think themfelves 
the followers of Chrift, though they were only the 
Senators of Swedenborg’s reveries. He evident- 
ly is the declared enemy of the principal myfteries 
of revelation, particularly of the Trinity, and of 
the Redemption of mankind by the Son of God 
dying on a crols for the falvation of finners; he 
nevertheleft talks a great deal about revelation ; 
he affumes a devout tone, and with his allegorical 
and fpiritual Jenfe would appear rather to reform 
than to deftroy all ; and his followers do not per- 
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ceive that with his allegorical fenfe he is only 
repeating the arguments of the Sophiftcrs againft 
revealed religion, in order to renew all the follies 
and impieties of the Perfians, Magi, and Mate- 
rialilts *. They tell thefe poor people of his mi- 
raculous vifions, of his prophecies, and of his 
difcourfing with the angels and fpirits ; they are 
ignorant of the firft principles of criticifm, and 
believe in all thefe marvellous (tones of Sweden- 
borg, juft as children do in the hiftory of Raw- 
head-and-bloody bones told them by an old 
nurfe. 

The new Jerufalem in particular has gained over 
many profelytes to Swedenborg. I obfervc in.one 
of the mod famous abridgements of his works, 
that lb early as the year 1788, the ftngU town of 
Mancbefter contained seven thousand of thefe 
illumintTied Jerufalemites , and that there were about 
twenty thousand in England f. Many of 
thefe beatified beings maybe very well intentionedj 

• Some readers, I know, will be furprized to fee me 
charge with materialifm a man who talks fo much of the 
Spirit, foul, God, and religion. But 1 mud requell them to 
weigh the proofs adduced before they decide againft me. 
Had I been writing another fort of work I might have pro- 
longed the difcufEon ; but I think 1 have faid fuificient to 
prove, that Swedenborg never acknowledged any other fpirit 
but matter, or the elementary fire. 

■f- Ibid. Preface in a note. Page Ixviii. 
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but with this new Jerufalcm they daily expcdfc 
that great revolution which is to fweep from the 
earth every prince and every king, that the God- 
of Swedenborg may reign uncontroled over the- 
whole globe *. And that revolution, which they 
faw burfting forth in France, was nothing more iu- 
their eyes than the fire that was to purify the 
earth to prepare the way for their Jerufalem, 
Should they ftill remain in the dark as to the me- 
nacing tendency of fuch dodtrines for every ftate, 
let them learn it from the revolutionary Sophifters. 
They have publicly declared the hopes they have 
conceived of thofe Sells that are Springing up on all 
Jides, particularly in the north of Europe (Sweden) 
and in America. They even in plain terms exprels 
their expectations grounded on the great number of 
Swedenborg's fellators and commentators f. 

And indeed if we do but caft our eyes on thofe 
that are moll admired by the Sedt, we fhall find 
all the grand principles of the revolutionary 
Equality and Liberty, and thofe Jacobinical de- 
clamations againft the Great, the Noble, and the 
Rich, and againft all governments. We fhall find, 
for example, that their Religion, or their new Je- 
rufalem, cannot be welcomed by the Great, becaufe 

* See his Apocalypfe Revealed. 

-f- Preface to the Phyfical Ob/trvattons, an. 1790, by La 
Metherie. 
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the Great are bon trevfgrejfors ofits fir ft precept. 
Neither can it be approved by the Nobles, becaufe 
taberr mortals afpired at nobility , they became proud 
and Hoicked. Still lefs can ic be admired by thole 
who do not delight in the confulton of ranks, be- 
cattle the pride of ranks produced inhumanity and 
evenferocity j and even long before the revolution 
we flxall fee the adepts inculcating that grand prin- 
ciple of anarchy and revolution, that the law is 
tbeeuprefien of the general willy and thus preparing 
the people to difregard every law that had been 
made heretofore, either by their lovereigns, their 
parliaments, or their fenates j encouraging them 
to (bund the alarm, to overthrow them all, and 
to fubftitute the decrees and capricious conceits of 
die populace in their ft cad. 

But aH this revolutionary concatenation as yet 
only characterizes the dupes of the SeCt of Illumi- 
ning Jerufalemites. The profound adepts had 
taken refuge in the dens of the Roftcrucian mefcnry. 
Thofe were their natural afylums, the greater 
part of their tenets perfectly coinciding with thofe 
of the ancient RoGcrucians. After the example 
of their DoCtors, Swedenborg tells us, that his 
doCtrines are all of the highcft antiquity, and 
fimilar to thofe of the Egyptians, the Magi, and 
the Greeks j he even after ts them to be anterior 
to the deluge. His new Jerufalem has alfo its 
Jehova, its loft word, that has been at length re- 
vealed 
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vealed to Swedenborg. Should any period be 
tempted to feck it elfewhere, he muft go in queft 
of it among thofe clans where Chriftianity and 
political laws are not known *. Swedenborg tcHs 
US) that it might be found in the north of China* 
and in Great Tartary) that is to fay, among that 
fpecies of men who have preferved the moft of 
that Equality, Liberty, and Independence, which 
the learned Jacobins pretend to have been, an* 
tcrior to civil fociety, and which mod: certainly is 
incompatible with it. Here then it appears, that 
Swedenborg’s views coincide with thofe of the 
occult lodges, aiming at the overthrow of every 
religious and civil law, and at the downfall of 
every throne. His God beat and lights his God 
fire and fpiritual fun, his twofold world and two- 
fold man, are only modifications of the GodJight 
and the twofold principle of Manes. The Rofi- 

• Swedenborg’s expreffions are, De hoc verto vetufio quod 
ante verbum Ifraeliticum in Alia foerat, referre meretur hoc 
novum ; quod ibi adhuc refervatum fit, apud populds qui in- 
Magna Tartaria habitant. Locutus fum cum fpiritibus et an- 
gelis qui in mundo fpirituali inde erant, qui dixerunt quod 
pofiideant verbum, et quod id ab antiquistemporibus poflede- 
rint— Quaerite de eo in China et forte invenietis illud apud 
Tartaros. (Apocalipfis Revel at a, Chap . i. lio. li.J Is not 
this a continuation of that fame plan, always holding out 
nations plunged in the mod favage ignorance, and a perpe- 
tual prey to anarchy. Equality and Liberty, as the models to 
which we ought to look up } 
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'Crucians muft then have found in Swedenborg’s 
■ lyftems what they fo much admired in the Ma- 
aidueans. Their Magic, Evocations, Eons, 
Cabal, &c. were to be traced in the male and 
female (pints. In Ihort, what numberlefs adepts 
muft not this new Jerufalem , or revolution, carry- 
ing man back to primitive Equality and Liberty, 
'have found in the occult Lodges ? It was there 
indeed that Swedenborg’s myfteries become con- 
nected with thofe of the ancient Brethren. Thefc 
new or compound adepts ftyled themfelves lllumi - 
nets. Notwithftanding the Atheifm and Mato- 
rialifm of their matter, they, after his example, 
perpetually talked of God and of fpirits ; they 
even affe&ed to fpcak much of God, and people 
were perfuaded that they believed in a Deity ; 
hence they received the denomination of Tbeofo- 
fbical Ulumintes. Like the writings of their foun- 
der, their hiftory is a mere labyrinth of impiety 
and impofture. It will fuffice for our readers, at 
this period, to know that their head quarters was 
at Avignon * ** j that they had a famous lodge at 

Lyons j 


• In a work under the title of The Red Lodge difeovered to 
Sovereigns, I read, that " the Rite of the Theofophical Illu- 
“ minecs appears to have taken its origin at Edinburgh, 

** where the Red Lodge was formed by a feiflion from the Blue 
“ Lodge ; that this Red Lodge (of the Theofophical lllumi* 
** nees) had immediately eftablilhed a fubordinate Lodge at 

“ Avignon” 
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Lyons ; that they were fprcading chiefly in Swe* 
den, and were making progrefs in Germany. 
Their myfteries at that time had mingled .with 
thofc of the Martinifts ; or it might be more cor- 
red to lay, that the Martinifts were only a reform 
of the Swedenborgians ; and in France the appel- 
lations of Uluminee and Martinift were fynony- 
mous. In Germany they began to diftinguifh 
themfelves under the names of Pbilaletes and Bene- 
volent Knights . But whatever tnay have been their 

€t Avignon” (Page 9 and 10^.— I ihould have been very 
, glad to have found proof of this origin, as at prefent it refta 
on the bare aiTertion of the author. Be that as it may, how-, 
ever, the Uluminees of Avignon are fuiHciently welh known 
in France. Ever (ince the year 1783, that Lodge has been 
looked upon as the parent Rock of all thofe that have fince 
fpread over France with their abominable myfteries. 

And here I think it right to fay, that thi sRed Lodge di/co- 
wred to Sovereigns is by no means the work that I mentioned 
in my fecond volume under the title of Depofitions made ty 
Kleiner . The extradb made from this latter work, and which 
are in my poffdfion, give me reafoa to think, that it contains 
details of a very different nature. The author there fpeaks 
as an eye-witnefs ; and, among other things, gives the tradi- 
tion current in his Lodge, with refpe& to the leffons that 
Wei&aupt is fuppofed to have received from a certain Kolmer. 
Thefe depofitions would be a valuable document ; and it is 
perhaps on that very account that the Uluminees have de- 
ftroyed it. At leaft I am obliged to fay, that, notwithftand* 
ing the numerous inquiries which I have made, I have not been 
able to procure it. 
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affumed names, they raoft certainly of all the 
modern Mafons were the neareft of kin to Weil* 
ftaupt. Syftems and means may have differed 
iufficiently to excite jealoufies; but on both 
fides we find the fame determined wifh for a 
revolution as antifocial as it was antireligious. 
They were equally ardent in their defire of multi-* 
plying their adepts by a general intrufion into the 
Mafonic Lodges. Both Setts had their deputies at 
Wilhemlbaden, and I will deferibe their mutual 
contefts and fuccefies in the following Chapter. 


Note to CHAP. IV. •vide Page 118. 

I think it incumbent on me in this place to mention the 
obfervations which I have heard and the ftri&ures that I have 
received from divers Mafons on what has been faid of their de- 
grees in the fecond Volume of thefe Memoirs. According to 
ibmepf the Brethren, l have faid a great deal too much ; accord* 
ifig to others, J ba<ve not faid enough . The reader will eallly 
conceive, that the fprmer confitls of thofe Brethren in whofe 
favour an exception has been made, as too boned and upright 
to be admitted to the higher myderies ; and that the latter 
-sue men who, after having been admitted into the occult 
Lodges, blulh to think that they could ever have deferred 
fnch an admiflion. Both are entitled to my thanks ; I alio 
owe them an anfwer ; more particularly thofe German obfer* 
▼era, who have been kind enough to fend me fome very im- 
portant difeuflions on Mgfonry, and whofe learning can only 
be equalled by their politenefs. They are perfons of too 
accurate underftandings not to perceive that thei{ negative 
Voi. IV. L tedimony 
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teftimony ffluft naturally vanifh before the pofitive evidence of 
thofe who confefs the whole. A very ancient Mafon, (peak-* 
ing of a particular Lodge of which he had been a member, 
told me f “ He was perfectly aware, that feveral Mafons, re- 
u fpedable for the purity both of their religious and political 

• principles, and of their general condudl, had often attend* 
V ed a certain Lodge ; but that be alfo knew what precautions 
€t •were taken when they were prefent ; and farther he could iff* 
“ fert, that the generality of the Brethren belonging to that 
“ Lodge had been the moll ardent promoters of the Revolu* 
* e tion. Some of them had held high ftaticns in it, and one 

* of them had become minifter.” Thefe precautient taken 
are more than a fufficient anfwer to thofe who have not feen 
any thing improper, though admitted to the Lodges. 

In the fecond place, my German obfervers . though they 
wi(h to juftify the inftitution and views of Free-mafonry, can- 
didly confefs, that Mafonry has been corrupted for more than tbejk 
three hundred yean paft ; and this is more than fufficient to 
prove the intrigues to which it has been fubfervient. 

The principal objection made by thefe gentlemen is, that I 
have confounded Free-mafonry, which has but three degree;. 
With the new and ancient Roficrucians, and other degrees of 
modern creation. My anfwer is, that if a l l Mafons are not 
Roficrucians, all Roficrucians are Mafons ; that I have made 
the proper exceptions for the firft three degrees ; but that will 
not hinder thefe firft degrees from being, as they really have 
been for this long time, a noviciate for the Roficrucian de- 
grees. I will not difpute upon terms ; let any perfon give 
me a name by which I may call this body of Apprentices , Fel- 
low-crafts, Mafiers, and Roficrucians , and I will with pleafure 
admit it ; but till that be done I muft fpeak ftich a language 
as my readers can underftand. In fhort, I know that Mafenry 
formerly exiftetf without Roficrucians ; but I fhould be glad 
to fee it proved, that thofe occult myfteries now removed to 
the Roficrucian degrees did not belong to the firft three de- 
grees 
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greet. I think I could prove that they did ; and the infer- 
ence would be, that Mafonry at no time could have been free 
from thofc dangerous myfteries or real plots. At prefent it. 
fuficet far my objeft, to have proved what the Mafonry of 
the prefent day is ; and that is mod certainly demonftrated 
hj the very nature and the authentic documents of its higher 
degrees. To the proofs already adduced I am now enabled to 
odd (if Ichofe it) memorials, letters, and formal declarations 
of repenring Mafons, certainly not men whofe teftimony 
could be queftioned. One of thefe is a worthy magiftrate, 
who, admitted a Free-mafon about the year 1761, had paifed 
a great part of his life in the dark receffes of Mafonry. The 
other is a military man, at prefent as zealous for his religion 
as he formerly was for the myfteries of Mafonry. The firft 
declares, that what I have faid of Mafonry is true, but that 
I have not faid all. The latter writes me word, that I have 
rather Jtftened than exaggerated the occult degrees. In fa& y 
the former gives me a clearer infight into the three Roficru - 
aeon degrees ; the firft is entirely Chriftian ; the fecond is 
denominated the Founders , or the Cabal ; the third is that of 
the Natural Religion. The particular objctt of this third de- 
gree was, ift, to avenge the Templars, 2dly, to feize on 
the ifland of Malta, and to make it the firft feat of natural re- 
bpaum He told me indeed things fcarcely to be credited. 
For example, and thefe are his words, “ That about the 
u end of the year 1773, or in the courfe of 17 74, the 
** Lodge of which he Was Mafter received a letter from the 
€€ Grand Orient , purporting to be a copy of a letter which it 
€ * had received from the King of Pruffia. It was only to be 
€t communicated to the Knights of Faleftine , the Knights Ka- 
" defly, and the Scotch Directory. This letter was tranfmitted 
** to ns by the cerrtfponding Lodge ; and though it had already 
M been read in feveral Lodges, it only contained three figna- 
** tores. It exhorted us, in order to fulfil the oath <we had 
«' taken, to fign an obligation to march at the firft requifition. 

La “ and 
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€t and to contribute both by our perfons and our moral and 
44 pkyfeal powers, to the conqueft of the ifland of Malta, 
“ and of all the former poffeflions dtuated in the two hemi- 
49 fpheres which had formerly belonged to the ancefiors of tbo 
44 Mafonic Order . The objed of our eftahlijbment at Malta 
44 was the pojfbility of converting that ifland into the fiat of na - 
49 tural religion” I objeded to the author of this memorial, 
that if I wrote this account nobody would believe me. Let 
people believe, or not, as they pleafe, he anfwered, I Both 
favj and received the letter ; my Lodge, however, refufed to 
fign it.— I alfo fay, let it be believed or not, I have the me- 
morial and can atted, that the author is a man much ahd de- 
fervedly edeemed by all who know him. 

The fecond Obferver, who is alfo a repenting Mafon, in- 
forms me, id. That in the hypotheds I had advanced on the 
origin of Mafbnry, I had only copied one of the Mafonic 
Traditions, which taught that Manes was the real founder of 
Mafonry. 2 dly, That, 49 in the Lodges of the Knights Km* 
49 dojb, after all the oaths, ceremonies, and trials, more or 
99 lefs terrible, wicked and impious, three Manikins are ihown 
99 to the Candidate, reprefenting Clement V. Philippe Le Bel, 
49 and the Grand Mafter of Malta, each attired in the attri- 
49 butes of their dignities. The unhappy fanatic is here to 
49 fwear eternal hatred and death to thefe three proferibed 
49 perfons, entailing that hatred and death on their fucceffors in 
49 their default . He there drikes off the three heads, which, 
49 as in the degree of Ele8, are real when they can be pro- 
99 cured, or filled with blood if fi&itious. He does this, cry- 
49 ing out vengeance, vengeance ! See.” It is evident that I 
had foftened the barbarity of this degree, for I had fpoken but 
of one head to be dru$k off, when in reality there are three. 
J am not at liberty to name thefe two Memorialids ; but two 
other witneffes I may name. The drd is the Count de Gil- 
Jiers, who living on intimate terms with great and profoun4 
Mtfoos, had fo well laughed them out of their ferrets, that 
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be gained admiffion into the Lodges without undergoing any 
trials ; and he makes no difficulty in faying, that he has been 
an fcye-witnefs to three-fourths of what I have (aid. The 
other, the Count D’Orfeuille, gives me leave to fay, that 
though he was fbr a long time the Mailer of a Lodge, he can 
obfenre but very (light differences between the Roficrucian 
degrees which he has given and feen given, and thofe which I 
hare defcribed. 

I am at prefent in poffeffion of twenty original Mafonic de- 
grees ; and of four accounts of the Roficrucian degrees, two 
in manufcript and two printed. The firft was fent me from 
Germany, the fecond from America, the third was printed in 
France, and the fourth in England. They differ confiderably 
from each other: but all of them coincide in about fifteen 
lines, precifely the mod impious, thofe which contain the Ma- 
fonic explanation ofINRI. The account which I followed in 
my fecond volume was that publifhed by the Abbe Li Franc in 
his Voile L#ve, and his Conjuration decouverte . Several Ma- 
lons had informed me, that he had accurately delineated the 
proceedings of the Lodges ; but I am now able to fay whence 
he had procured thofe Mafonic degrees whofe ceremonies he 
had fo well defcribed; and I learned it in the following manner : 
One of thofe refpe&able Ecclefiadics who have found a re- 
treat in the generolity of the Englilh nation from the perfec- 
tions of his countrymen, and who to thegreated (implicity of 
manne rs joins the knowledge and practice of his duties, Mr. 
De La Haye, Curate of Fie in the diocefe of Mans, hearing 
that 1 was writing on Free-mafonry, was kind enough, before 
he had feen my work, to fend me fome Memoirs that he 
had written on the fame fubjett. When he came to afk me 
my opinion on them, I told him, 99 that, allowing for differ- 
44 ence of dyle, his work had long (ince been printed, and the 
94 Jacobins in return had maifacred the Author at the Carmes 
99 on the famous fecond of September.” I then (howed him 
the Abbe Lc Franc’s work, who had added but little to his, 

L 3 and 
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and both had fallen into the fame error in attributing the 
origin of Mafonry to Socinus. This worthy eccle&ftic an* 
fwered me, t€ That he had been perfedlly unacquainted with 
" the exiftence of the Abb£ Le Franc's work, but that he 
*< could eafily account for its coincidence with his. I had, 
u faid he, feveral Free-mafons in my parifti. In my neighs 
'* bourhood in particular was that unfortunate Feffier, a &- 
“ mous Brother of the Lodge at Alenjon, dince become fuck 
u a terrible Jacobin, and the intruded fii&op of Seez. Se- 
“ veral of thefe Mafons renounced their errors ; and, as a 
“ proof of their total renunciation of the Lodges,. they gave 
me up all their papers and Mafonic degrees. I had made a 
M digeft of thefe degrees. Mr. Le Franc, who was at that 
“ period in our diocefe, prefled me to publifh them; but I did 
“ not dare do that, for fear of the Mafons,, and I rather 
t€ chofe to give a copy of the whole to Mr. Le Franc, re- 
" quelling him to ufe it as he thought fit. Mr. Le Franc went 
** to Paris ; the Revolution took place ; and he doubtlefs 
“ thought it would be ufeful to publifh the work I had given 
“ him, having firft improved it by the polifh of his ftyle ; 
“ and he certainly has done it better than I could. If his 
“ work has done any good, I am happy that he publifhed it ; 
** but I am very forry to reflect that it caufed his death.”— 
This latter fentiment, and the fear left I fhould fufpe& the 
Abbe Le Franc of a breach of confidences, feemed folely to oc- 
cupy this worthy man’s mind. I could not help praiiing Mr. 
Le Franc for having had more courage in publiftiing the 
work than he had had ; and he had befides given it the ftyle 
of a Man of Letters. The point, however, moll interefting 
for our object is, to find in this anecdote a new proof of 
the authenticity of the degrees publifhed by the Abbe Le 
Franc, which I had quoted with fo much confidence. The 
teflimony of repenting Mafons is far more to be relied oa 
than the aflertions of thofe who continue to be dupes or per- 
fift in their errors.— I addrefs this note to thofe readers who 

may 
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may ftill entertain any doubt of the authenticity of the 
greet at I have publifhed them. I alfo declare to the adepts* 
that nothing would give me greater fatisfadion than to fee 
an anfwer founded* not on noufenfe and fcurrilous abufe, but 
on good reafoning. I am perfedly aware* that a very excel- 
lent work on Mafonry might be made. Their Letters and my 
An Aveau with other materials that I have by mt* may* per- 
h i f iiit Acne futnre time* fumifr the /ubjed for fuch a work* 
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CHAP. V. 

Kmgge’s Intrigues and Succeffes at the Cengrefs.*— 
Official Reports of the Superiors of the Order >— 
Multitude of Mafons illuminized at this Period, 

Firft Of all the general affemblies that had been 
held by the Mafons for thcfe laft twenty years, 
«dby whether at Brunfwick, Wilbaden, or in any other 
towns in Germany, none could be compared with 
over the that of Wilhemfbaden, either for the number of 
’ the deputies or the variety of Setts of which it 
was compofed. One might fay, that all the inco- 
herent elements of Mafonry had been thruft into 
one den. Knigge informs us, that he had had the 
honour of being deputed by his ancient brethren ; 
that he might have taken his feat and been prefent 
at the deliberations ; but, forefeeing the iflue of it, 
he thought he could more ufefully ferve the caule 
of his new Illuminifm by diretting the part that 
ilfiwi-Dittfurt was to att in the interior of the 
Meeting, while he himfelf would hover around 
and obferve the exterior. His firft plan of attack 
was to gain the ‘Templar Mafons of the Strict Ob - 
fervance, with whole fecrets he was well acquainted, 
and he had frequently attended their Lodges, that 

he 
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he might through their means enfure a majority 
of votes. Had he fucceeded in this plan, Weif- 
haupt’s code would have been decreed at this 
general congrefi, and would have become at once 
the ftandard law for millions of Mafons fcattered 
throughout the globe, who would thus have been 
iUuminized and ready to Tally forth from their 
lurking places at the command of their Antilbcial 
Chief 

When defcribing this plan of attack, Knigge 
takes care to inform his readers why he aban- 
doned it : — ** I own (fays he)- that I always re- 
“ tained a certain predile&ion for my former 
“ brethren of the Stria Obfervance j 1 had already 
“ iUuminized fo great a number, that I was in 
“ hopes of uniting their fyftem with ours. My 
€t intention moft certainly could never be to deliver 
* c up to the Congrefs all our papers, and thus to put 
“ ourfelves at the mercy of the deputies. I had 
“ not received fuch powers from thofe who fcnt 
“ me. And bejtde, we, who did not feek after that 
** power that gives gftatnefs , rank, or riches •, we , 
“ who did not feek to reign in Jplendour and in the 
“ eyes of the public j we , in Jhort , whofe conftitution 
“ was to ail in ftlence and with fecrecy j how 
« could we go and make ourfelves dependent on 
“ an- Order fo deftitute of unity in its fyftems. 

“ 1 made, however, an offer of my fervices j 
“ 1 made it both in writing and by word of 
a " “ mouth ; 
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n mouth ; and all the answer I rece i ved sms, that 
“ I might fend or prefent my papers to die con- 
“■ grefs, and that they would judge of thole parts 
“ that were to be approved or rejeded*.” 

Stung to the quick at filch contempt, Knigge 
conceived himfelf abfolved from all his oaths, 
and from ever)' duty toward his ancient brethren. 
Abandoning all hopes of conquering the whole 
body, be rejtlved to attack them one by one, and Then 
to gain over the whole body Lodge by Lodge. He 
agreed with the affeflor Minos to direft their 
whole attention in future toward two points ; die 
firft, to hinder the afiembly from paffingany refo- 
lutions detrimental to the interefts of their Illumi- 
nifm ; the other, to facilitate its intrufion into die 
Lodges, and that with fo much art that no degree, 
nor any Grand M after, could be an obftacle to the 
domination of the Bavarian Brethren •, and that 
means fhould be found fboner or later to unite the 
code of the Illuminees with that of the Mafons.— 
Such was the objett of the million entrufted by 
Knigge to his co-adept Af7rifcj,whom he charged to 
get the following refolutions paffed : “ ill. A fort 
“ of union of all the Mafonic fyftems in the firft 
“ three degrees, fo that a Mafon admitted to thefe 
“ three degrees Ihould be acknowledged as a true 
“ brother by every Lodge of whatever clals or 

* Laft Obfervations of Pbilt, Page S3. 

“ fyftcm 
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’•* fyfbem it might be. — - adly, That b common 
“ Mafonry no mention fhould ever be made of the 

* higher degrees or of the unknown Superiors.— 
w 3dly, That all tranfmitting of money to the 

* Maionic Superiors fhould be forbidden. — 4thly, 
** That a new code fhould be prepared for the 
" brethren. — fthly. That every Lodge fhould 

choofc its own Superiors and Directory, that is 
** to fay, fhould declare to which Grand Lodge 
** they chofe theirs fhould be fubjeft 

While Minos was thus following his inftrudlions 
within, Knigge was without adtbg the part of In- 
finuator and Scrutator. “ I fought to know, (fays 
w he in the fame report to the Areopagites) and 
*' I knew what turn things were taking in the af- 
*' fembly. I knew all the different fyftems that 
• c different parties wifhed to make predominate ; 

I then entered into a correfpondence, which I 
** ftill continue, with the Chiefs of Zinnendorf 's 
€t party f. I alfo founded the Chiefs of other 
** parties by various means. Several came of 
“ themfelves and difclofed themfelves to me, en- 
« truftbg me with all their fecrets becaufe they 

* Orig. Writ. Vol. II, Knigge's Report of Dimeb 1 132, or 
January 1783. 

■f Thu fyftem of Zinnendorf was an incoherent medley of 
die Scotch and Swediih degrees, of the Knights Templars, of 
the Cnjidenti of St. John j and at that time was the predomi- 
nant lyllem in Germany. 
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** knew that I was folely actuated by a wilh far 
n the general good, and not by perfonal confi- 
« derations. In Ihort, fome of the deputies learned 
w (I know not bow ) that our Illuminifm was in 
« exiftence. They almoji all came to me to en- 
** treat me to admit them j — I thought it proper 
“ to exalt the reverfal letter s (of our candidates) 
<* from them, commanding them to keep abiolute 
“ lilence on the fubjelt } but I took care not to 
“ entruft them with the leaft part of our fecrets. 
“ I only fpoke to them of our myfteries in gene- 
“ ral terms, during the whole time that the con- 
“ grefs continued 

This method of proceeding, and the art with 
which he infinuated that Mafonry, undoubtedly, 
was in poffeflion of myfteries of the higheft im- 
portance j but that the profound Mafons, who 
were in poffeflion of fuch myfteries, were not to 
be met with at the congrefs, greatly augmented 
the curiofity and ftimulated the ardour of the de- 
puties for his Illuminifm. The care with which he 
took the reverfal letters , the character of can- 
didate, the promife he exalted at the fame time of 
allthefe deputies not to fecondany propofition de- 
trimental to the new brotherhood, were fufficient 
to enfure him againft any refolutions that might 
be entered into by the meeting. Beflde, the dif- 

• Original Writings, Vol. II. Knigge’s Report of Dim 
1132, or January 1782. 
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pofitions he obferved in thefe deputies were fiiffi— 
cient to ftrengthen his hopes. “ I owe them the 
** juftice to fay,” he continues in his report^ 
** that I found the greateft part of them in tbo bffi 
“ dijpofilions ; that' if their conduit was not effec- 
" dve it was for want of having been nurtured in 

“ . a better fchool * It was with pleafure I ob- 

“ fcrved, that if the excellent intentions that had 
** brought thefe men together from all corners of 
** Mqftmry, were not more efficacious, it was be- 
“ caufc they could not agree on principles. Mofi 
“ of them appeared to be ready to follow any 
“ fyftem that they judged conducive to give to 
“ their Order that utility and adlivity that was the 
* f objelt of all their wifhes j\” 

Whatever may be the partiality of the hiftorian 
for the Mafonic Brotherhood, it will be impoffi- 
blc for him to invalidate this terrible evidence of 
Knigge againft their chofen and privileged mem- 
bers; againft thofe whom the Order judged moft 
•worthy of reprefenting it in folemn congrefs. 
No man can mifconceive the fignification of befl 
difpofitions or of excellent intentions in the mouth 
of PW/fl-Knigge. They evidendy demonftrate 
men who needed only to be made acquainted with 
(he means of working a revolution of impiety and 
gnarchy, to undertake it. This vaft Brotherhood 


• Ibid. 


f Laft Obfcrvations, Page 85, 
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of Mafons muft, at this period at leaft, have bee* 
forely affected in its higher myfteries. It was 
prepared for conipirators even of Weifhaupt’s 
ftamp. 

Certain of fuccefs, Knigge fee ms to have left 
die aflembly to its diforderly deliberations j and, 
notwithftanding .the imprudence with which he 
taxes Mines, the latter fucceeded in obtaining die 
decree of the principal particulars agreed between 
them. It was forbidden that any brethren ihoukl 
call each other Heretics ( Verketztm ). - It was 
decided that the firft three degrees alone Ihould be 
looked upon as eifential to Mafonry. Commif- 
faries were named to digeft certain regulations, 
the plan of which had been given by the aflem- 
bly, as well as of a general code. The choice of 
the higher degrees and of fyftems was left to the 
deciflons of each Lodge. The reft of the deli- 
berations were as boifterous as might be expetted 
from the variety of Setts. I have before me a 
manufcript account of this aflembly written by a 
very learned Mafon, and it contains nearly as 
much lamentation as it does inflruttion. Among 
other things I find, that the Duke Ferdinand of 
Brunfwick was proclaimed Grand Mafter of all 
Mafonry, and that few members recognized him 
as fuch. Again I fee, that it was wifhed to abro- 
gate the fyftem of the Templar Mafons , whofe 
abominations and fecrets had been expofcd by 

fome 
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foffie fclfe brother in a work called Lbs Stone of 
Sca*d*I % but that few Lodges would obey the 
abrogation. Moreover, an attempt'was made to 
qualh all Sedb and Schifms; but they neither 
could be overpowered, and confufion continued 
to prevail with redoubled force. 

Let os however obfervc, that if any fyftem can 
be £ud to have gained a preponderance it was that 
of the Pbilaletes , a fort of fpurious offspring of 
Swedenborg. The moft famous Illuminees of that 
fct, IVtlbermoz, St. Martin , and La Chappe de la 
Hmriere , had made an attempt to connect thcm- 
lelves with the Hero of Crevelt and Minden it 
is even aflerted, that he was miflcd by their ap- 
pellation of Pbilaletes and of Benevolent Knigbts. 
Strong, however, in his prote&ion, neither they 
nor their agents fpared any pains to carry the day 
at Wilhemfbaden; they were well fupported, and 
vi&ory muft have infallibly declared in their favor 
had not Knigge already gained over fo many of 
the deputies. Hence the refult of this too fa- 
mous congrefs was to have been the delivery 
over of all the Mafonic Lodges, and, with them, 
of all the governments of Europe, to two Se&s of 
Illuminees, the moft impious and the moft difaf- 
trous in their views, and moft unrelenting in their 
zeal for the overthrow of every religion and of 
every government whatever. 

1 know 
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I know not into which of thefe two Se&sthe 
Count de Viricux had been initiated; but either 
might have fuggcfted the manner in which he de* 
fcribed the refult of this Mafonic Congrefs. On 
his return to Paris, being complimented by the 
Count de Gilliers on the fublime fecrets he had 
been in queft of at Wilhemfbaden, and prefled a 
little by the farcaftic ftyle with which the Count 
was wont to jeer the Brotherhood, he at length 
ainfwered, " I will not tell you the fecrets I 
** bring; but what I think I may tell you is, that 
“ it is all much more ferious than you think. 
** The faSt is, that a confpiracy is now contriving, 
“ and that with Jo much art and of Jo profound a 
€< nature, that it will be very difficult for Religion 
“ and Nations not to Jink under it." Happily for 
Mr. de Viricux, faid Mr. de Gilliers when he told 
me this anecdote, the Count had a great fund of 
probity and uprightnefs. What he had learned 
on his million fo difgufted him with the myfteries, 
that he abandoned them and became a very reli- 
gious man. It was to this event that his great 
Real againft the Jacobins may be attributed. 

Unfortunately for all nations, thefe plots did 
not infpire the other Mafonic Deputies with a fi- 
milar horror. The Congrefs being terminated, 
Philo- Knigge haftened to reap the benefit of his 
intrigues ; and his harveft was much more plcnti- 
6 ful 
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fid thin he expe&ed. On the breaking up of the 
amenably, the deputies flocked to him to beg ad* 
ifeiffion to the myfteries. Such candidates needed 
no long noviciate> or tedious trials in the minerval 
Ichoolsj they were to be conduced quickly to the 
myfteries; and Knigge admitted them to the de- 
grees of Epopt and Regent, which they all retched 
(he tells us) with enthufiafm *. “ All of them 

* were enraptured with our degrees of Epopt and 
** of Regent ; all were enchanted with thefe maf» 
** ter -pieces, for fo they ftyled thefe degrees. 
“ Two only made fome flight obiervadons oncer- 
** tain expreflions, that may be eaGly changed ao 
“ cording to local circumftances, and particularly 

* in Catholic countries f.” 

Were it not that all honeft Mafons would Gnk 
under grief and aftonilhment, 1 fhould conjure 
them to weigh for a moment thefe words, all were 
enraptured , all received them with enthufiafm •, all 
Ekft, Roficrucians, Templars, Brethren of 
Zinnendorf, Brethren of St. John, Knights of 
die Sun, Knights Kadofli, Perfed Philofo- 
phers ; all hearken, and receive with enthufiafm 
thole oracles of the Hierophant which caft fuch 
light on their antique myfteries, and, expounding 

* Die hoberen graden wurden mit enthufiafaus aufg*. 

t Jeder mann war zufrieden— Meine Leute wgren (R&uckt 
■her diefe meifter ftiicke. Lajt Qbfrruations , Pages iSJ and 
13a ■ and Original Writings, Let. 1, of Philo to Cat*. 

VOL. IV. M . 
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die meaning of their Hiram, their Mac Bmac , 
and their Polijbed Stone, (how that they contain 
nothing more than that primitive Equality and 
liberty, as well as that Morality, which entirely 
confift in the art of annihilating princes, govern* 
meats, religion and property ! When thefe De- 
puties (hall return to their Orients, and fpread 
thcmfelves throughout the Mafonic Directories 
and Provinces, will not thefe original plots be in- 
truded on your Lodges under the pretence of 
myfteries ?. Fly then fuch dens of fedition i and 
learn once for all, that thofe men in whom you 
place fuch confidence are profound conipirators 
abufing your confidence, juft as they will that of 
princes at a future day. View then this pretended 
brotherhood as a hoard of conipirators, who have 
long waited only for the baleful genius of a 
Weiibaupt to launch out into all the crimes of 
revolution. 

>From the period when thefe Mafonic Deputies 
Were Uluminized, the Bavarian Se<5t aflumed a 
menacing afpedt; and its progrefs is fo rapid, 
that the univerfe will ioon be overrun with Con- 
ipirators. The center of aCtion may be faid to 
have been at Frankfort, where Knigge refided ; 
and he computes the number of perfons he had 
illuminized, and nearly all of whom were Mafbns, 
at five hundred *. There is fcarcely a town in his 
* Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. from Phil* to. Catt. 

6 neigh- 
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ne^ibourhoqcb but has- its Epopts and Minerval 
Schools} Franconia, Swabia, the Circles. of the 
Higher; .and Lower Rhine, Weftphalia, See. fwarm 
with them. 

. The towns of Vienna and Berlin almoft irnrae- 
distclyfbowcd that Auftria and Fruifia were felling 
a prey to Illpminiftii. Tyrol had been already in* 
fc&od, and the fame apoftle had. proceeded to 
carry it into Italy* . In the north adepts , were 
ipaking their attacks on the Lodges o£ Bruxelles 
and ofJHolland, while others were preparing to 
introduce JVeiJbqupt’s, njfitries into England. In 
Livonia they .had gained footing j and treaties were 
majkjng in Fofend, to throw the whole power of 
the Confederations into the hands of the lllumi- 
ous. If the day of France was not yet come, it 
waabecauie they entertained deeper views on her; 
but the day was to come, and all Europe lhall 
now know why it had been deferred. 

It would be of little avail for me to have pn> 
duccd Weilhaupt’s code, were I not alfo to pro- 
duce demonftrative evidence of its progrefs and 
continuation. Hiftory will demand that I prove 
the exiftcnce of this Se£t, its myfteries, and con- 
Jpiracks, ranging from the north to the fouth and 
from the eaft to the weft, enlifting under its banners 
that multitude of hands which it needed to work 
revolutions. To effectuate this, I (hall again ap- 
peal to their own annak; they are mutilated, it is 
M 4 true ; 
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troCj but, notwithfbmding that, they ate mena* 
eing, and they are demonftrative. 

In die very year after the eongrefsof Wilhenm- 

baden we find five provinces completely Organized 

according to the Laws of the modern Spartacus, 

tinder the general direct ion of PMe-Knigge, and 

in full correfpondence with the illuminizing Areo- 

pagites *. Even during the time of the congrefr 

we find in the Original Writings not only fimple 

letters on the progrels made by a few candidates* 

but official reports, and ftatements made by die 

Provincials of their provinces, relating to the 

progrels of their novices, of their initiated, and 

O fficial of their cmifiaries. Let us call our eyes on theft 

fcflP 01 *** documents, for none can be better authenticated* 
» 

Perhaps I might have done well to have t ran Gated 
the whole of them ; but though 1 abridge them* 
they will ftill retain the whole force of evidence. 

I* The firft of thefe reports is from Mahomet 

Province This Provincial of a new fpecies was die Baron 

of Pano- Schroeckekstein, the fame whom W eifhaupt, 
ua. 


* Original Writings, Vof. IT, Let. 3, from Phils to 
Weifluupt. 

f This report i« of the month of Cbardad it;s, that ia to 
fay June 178a, cenfeqnently anterior to the breaking np of 
the Mafonic Congrefr. Mahsmst is neverthelefr in diieft 
correfpondence with Pi/fr-Knigge ; for We rimy obfervi the 
Utter pointing oat to die former novices to be initiated.— 

Original Writings, Phils' t Rtfsrt. 
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£> early a die firft year of his IUuminifm, en- 
lifted at Aichftadt, and whom he clafled among 
thofc ‘ foolilh Ariftocrats who were to ftoallow tbt 
bait. The Baron fo completely fwallowed the 
bait, that in fix years we find him one of the 
Chiefs of the Confpiracy. The Province he pre- 
tided over in the Illuminized Geography was de- 
nominated Pamonio , comprehending the diftrifts 
of Marta and Latiutn, which cornprife the Lodges 
of Olymf-a, Damietta, Tifar, Hi/jpalis, Damafcus , 
Sicbem, Nicomedia , and Surenium. 1 find that his 
refidence is at Aichftadt; and he informs the 
Areopagites, that he has given the name of Suren- 
tam to the new colony of Mompelgard, which he 
looks upon as belonging to the Duchy of Wur- 
temberg, and therefore lhould be comprifed 
within the diftrift of Latium. I alfo find that 
Nicomtaia is Auglbourg ; hence I conclude, that 
the Lodges under the infpeftion of this adept were 
fa many conquefts made by IUuminifm, pardy ia 
Pavaria, and partly in Swabia. 

The report contains ftrong proofs of this Pro- 
vincial's zeal for the propagation of the Order. 
We may obferye him threatening two adepts with 
their immediate difmiflion uqlefs they ihow more 
suftiyity, and promoting two others becaufe they 
excelled in the arts of infiquation. As a proof of 
the care with which he cMcrihes his inferiors, and 
pf the precautions he takes according to their cha- 

M 3 rafters. 
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rafters, Jet the reader perufe the adcount he gives 
rif the Brotherhood at Olympia , which he has juft 
been infpefting : “ 1 have learned,” he writes, 
** to "know the Brother Zeno. I did not find him 
“ to be a thinker , and much lefs a fcrutator . . . . 
“ He does not like to meddle with things that 
** are above the human underftanding ; and he 
“ contents himfelf with the degree of Minerval, 
ft but promifes to enlift us fame good novices. . . . 
** Grantor has more ardor j I initiated him my- 
€t fclf into the Minerval degree. You may ealily 
** conceive how much he is difpleafed with all his 
** fcience, and how much his wit difconcerts him, 
K when I tell you that he is furious at his father 

for having had him taught to write. . . . Speu- 
f* ftppus was ill; the others though young arc 

ct full of ardor The colony is weak as yet. 

“ . ... Be guarded in your letters to Zeno. He told 
i* me, that be would not lodge in the Jame houfe 
ct with a man who doubted of the immortality of thfi 
“ Soul. .... All thefe Brethren hold their regular 
“ meetings, but don’t dare enlift their novices 
“ under the name of Mafonry. They prefer doing 
* c it under the pretence of a Literary Society , and ( 
“ made no difficulty in permitting them to conti- 
“ nue their praftice.” 

In that town of Ldtium , or of the Ducljy of 
Wurtemberg, which Mahomet calls Damietta , there 
"is an academy and a college j and one of the pro* 

fcffors 
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-ftffaa is the adept Phirro, whofe bonefly and aftU 
.vity could not be fuffidently praifed by the Pro* 
vincial. The following inftitution may lerve as a 
ipecimen of this man’s honefty : “ By means of 
“ this Brother, fays Mahomet , the whole acade- 
** my of this town is become a real nurfery for 
u us f tint pflanz fchule fur uni). Pythagoras - 
“ Drexl is the unknown fuperior of this ajfmbly, 
fS which is entirely compofed of young pupils of noble 
* c birth. He has under him an apparent fuperior 
“ to conduct and form them, cbofen from among the 
“ young men. No reverfal letterf are required of 
u them } they are only flattered with the hopes 
u (fliould they prove faithful to the leflons in- 
** ftilled into them) of being hereafter admitted into 
** an Order compofed of the btft of men." 

Left fuch leflons ihould be loft to thofe who 
were educated at Court, the adept Epimenides~ 
Falk, aulic counfellor and burgo-mafter of Ha- 
nover, has taken care to illuminize the fub -pre- 
ceptor of a young Prince defigned by the initials 
T. H. . . . After having told all this news to the 
Areopagites, Mahomet at length informs them, 
that Macbiavel , one of his emifiaries, has fent in 
a lift of the honeft men with whom he has made 
acquaintance in Switzerland; and that things 
would take a good turn there, provided Pbilo- 
Knigge would ftimulate a little the zeal of the 
Helvetian apoftle. 


M 4 
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n. The next official report is from Minos -Thrt* 
wd^Ly- 14 F DRT the Affeffor. This roan was alfo a Baron. 
As a recompenfe for the pains he had taken at Wife* 
hemibaden, Knigge had made him the Provincial 
or fuperior of Veteravia, and probably of part 
of Weftphalia. His command comprifed two 
diftri&s, Dacia and Lydia. Overburthened with 
bufinefc, and more attentive to that of llluroinifm * 
than to the affairs of the Empire, he gives but a 
brief account for the prelent. He names about a 
dozen Brethren, among whom are four novices. 
He diftinguilhes the Brother Bentbaritb in parti- 
cular, whom he means to entruft with the efta- 
blilhment of a Minerval School at Benfobi.-** 
Meanwhile, till he can report further progrels, he 
propofes his plan fir an iUuminized , ftJUrbood> which 
he promifes to place under the direction of ano- 
ther Baron, who, like himfclf is an Affeffor at the 
Imperial Chamber. About the fame time ( Mer- 
demeb 1152, Auguflt 1782), Knigge ’s report 
Hates, that Minos was in correfpondence with. 
Doctor Stark, in hopes of making a conqueft of 
the Landgrave of Hcffe Darmftadt by means of 
his grand Almoner. The Illuminizing Affeffor 
does not report the progrels of this negociation j 
but Knigge appears to have forefeen the fuQcela 
it would have, when he writes to the Areopagites, 
** I am much pleafed to fee that Brother Mints 
** has entered into a correfpondence with Do&or 

Stark j 
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Stark; it will teach him, that to be able to treat 
f* with a man of wit one mult have fome one’s fclf.” 
Though it feems that Knigge did not allow any 
great fhareto this Provincial, yet he founded great 
hopes on his iervices, efpecially if bi{ top great zeal 
could bereprejfed. 

-The third report is from die adept 1 EpiBettts- 
Miso, Provincial of Albania, the fame Brother 
whom we (hall find mentioned by Knigge as found- 
ing die Lodge at Manheim furnamed Surinam t and 
.at Fiankenthal that called Pormanbo, within the 
prefej&ure pf Pafblagonta , or of the Palatinate. It 
would ieem, that at that period Albania had paflfed 
under the infpe&ioo of fome other Provincial : 
This EpiUftus-M'icg was a counfellor and Protef- 
tant Mipifter of Heidelberg, his habitual refi- 
denqe, apd had been inftrufted in the arts of Infi- 
puator by Weifhaupt himfelf. 

The reader may judge of thi$ man’s merits 
from the following eplogium that Weifhaupt 
makes on him when writing to Celfus : “ Do not 
«« forget, when at Munich, to do every thing in 
?* your power for oqr Epittetus. He is nearly the 
f* bcft pf the adepts. He has a little too much 
<f ardor, but in all other points he is incom- 
?« parable. He has already made a conqueft for 
*« the Order of nearly the whole Palatinate. Not a 
coyntry town but contains one or two adepts 

" at 
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** at leaftV’ This letter being of the fame year 
as the report, it would be ufeleis to particularize. 
Some, however, of the Brethren mentioned by 
Epi&etus deferve our attention: fuch, for exam- 
ple, as a certain Brother deferibed by the inidab 
B. £. under the dire&ion of Diodorus , who in a 
-Catholic Univerfity and of the Catholic Religion 
himfelf until that period, thought he could not 
give a better proof of his zeal for IUuminifnt, 
than by attempting to defend a Proteftant thefts, 
and that under a pretence that denotes neither 
a Catholic nor a Proteftant, but a man who 
views Religion only as a political invention. — 
He gives for reafon, that the College of the 
Counts of Weftpbalia mujl be a Proteftant College.— 
Next the Brother Eraftus , of the fame degree, 
who afles advice as to the beft means to fucceed in 
Illuminizing the Preceptor of the Prince of Dupont's 
fan , and by that means to educate the young 
Prince according to the views of the Order. And 
laftly the Brother Pic de la Mirandole, or Brun- 
ner, a Prieft at Tiefenback, in the bifhopric of 
Spire. “ This man,” fays the Provincial, ** is 
f< as yet a novice, but full of zeal for the Order. 
** The tenth of September he defended his The- 
“ fis in fpite of the Jefuits. Jn his Quibus Licet 

• Hat fchier die ganze pfaltz unter das commando des 
O’s (or Jens) gebracht. In jedem landftadtcben find cin oder 
zwie — Original Writing. r, Fol, //. Let. i j, anno 178*. 

" be 
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be begs the Order to take precautions left the for trejs 
** of Pbili/bottrg, which che Auftrians had aban- 
w doned, Jbould fall into the bands of a bigoted offi- 
u ter , m bo was petitioning for the government of it j 
** and to have it given to another officer (more 
** worthy of it, I fuppoie) who afpired to it.” — • 
This Illuminized Novice, who already pays fo 
much attention to fortrefles, will appear on the 
ffcage again with the Brethren of Mentz, con- 
spiring and delivering up that town to the French 
Jacobins. 

• The fourth official report is made by the adept 
•^£t'Kr0Ber. He does not take the title of 
Provincial * he only alts for Alberoni- Bleube- 
TRRU, originally a Jew, and who afterward made 
liimfelf a Chriftian to become Aulic Counfellor to 
'die Prince of Neuwied, and a Provincial of the 
lAuminees. Agis was governor to the Count 
Stolberg’s children, and the memoirs I have be- 
fore me declare him to have been afterward 
charged with the education of the young Prince 
of Neuwied, to have gained the good graces of 
-the Princefs, fowing difcord in that court, and de- 
Jtroying the interna} happinefs of that family j in 
fhort, he was known to all Germany by a name 
that could not refleft honour on his protettrix.— 
As - news, he informs the Areopagites that the 
JJaron de Witte, at Aix-la-Chapelle, is much 
ipore jealous than was expelled •, that he has un- 
dertaken 
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dertaken to illuminize his Mafonic Lodge there j 
and that from his letters they may hope to left 

that of Bruxelles fliare a fimilar fate The 

Brother Agis enquires whether they think it pro- 
per that he Ihould enter into a correipondence 
with tbofe fools of the Htrmtl'tc Cabal. Before he 
initiates them in the fecrets of the Order,' he 
wHhes to prefent himfelf at their Lodges as one 
acquainted with their’s. He owns, that he is not 
fufficiently matter of all their fyftcms. He afks 
for fome inttrudtion, that he may perfeft l\im(elf 
in them, left he fhould be difeovered by thole 
Mafons for whom he has a fovereign contempt, 
but with whofe jargon it is neccflary that he 
fhould be acquainted, to make a coqqueft of them 
for the Order. Thefe inftruCtions are tjic more 
neceflary, as a Brother of the diftrift has juft ap- 
plied to him for leave to lhow fome of his letters 
to the Venerable of the Mafonic Lodge at Iris, to 
enable him to make but one draught of the whole 
Lodge, Venerable and all. 

In the fame report the Brother Agis recom- 
mends |o the Aieopagites the adept Artbelausr 
Barres, heretofore a major in the Frepch fervice, 
at prefent throwing himfelf on the protection of 
the Order to obtain a place in fomq court of Gtr~ 
.many, and the Crofs of Merit frpm that of 
. France, with a brevet of Major & la Juttei ** I 
“ had taken it into my head (fays he) that the 

“ Ambaflador 
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*' Ambaflfcdor Gh . . . was one of ours ; that he 
€€ had great influence with .... (the court or 
«* minifters), therefore I did not refafe our pro* 
** te&ion. If we fucceed in this bufinefs, the 
•* fame of our power will be greatly extended < 
«« Scarcely a week pafies without fomebody com- 
** ing to folicit our protection at the courts of 
** Vcrfailles, of Vienna, or of Berlin* It is 
•* enough to make one die of laughing. We 
** take great care, however, not to difmifs thofe 
** people without hopes we only fay, that we' 
•* do not like to importune thofe courts every 
“ day.” 

A marginal note is found oppofite to this article 
in Knigge’s own hand-writing, faying Who the devil 
has put into their beads this fable of our omnipotence ? 
The man who wrote the queftion might alfo have 
Written the anfwer for we may obferve him long 
before this period ftraining every nerve to give the 
Brethren a high opinion of the power of the Order, 
and even flattering himfelf, that through the exer- 
tions of his agents he had obtained for the adepts 
honourable fituations , livings , and dignities , which 
bet i&ftributed in the names of the unknown fuperiors . , 
who were not even in exiftence at that time •, and when 
tbeie luperiors do exift, we fee him ailing pre- 
cifely as the Brother yfgis had done, procuring 
from an adept Count the place of Chancellor Di- 
rt&or, with a falary of twelve hundred florins, 

fending 
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lending, the nomination to his candidate . Wtifidti 
eeflefiaftical counfellpr at Heidelberg ; and, to fbow 
the candidate the great power of the Brethren, 
informing him, that the Order bad got him named to 
tbu dignity *. 

The very article on which Knigge had made 
this note is followed by another, which wiU fuf- 
ficiently demonftrate the credit they had acquired' 
in certain courts, and the ufe they could turn it 
to for the propagation of their mylteries. ** This 
** week (continues Agis) we lhall receive * 
“ Lutheran minifter, who by flight of band has 
«* collected about nine thoufand florins for the com- 
“ munity (the Lodge) of this place. As floras 
" pace is made, be is to sbt off for London, 
“ with a multitude of letters of recommendation . 

“ The P r -» F Q. B. uncle to the reigm- 

“ ing Duke, has promifed to fecond him with all 
<< his might f. It is our intention al£> to employ 
“ him in that country for the Order. Ha must 
“ slily illuminxze the enolish. . .. . A large 
** Dutch wig, a fallow and meagre compkxioB, 

* See laft Obfervations of Philo, Page 45. — Original 
Writings, Vol. II. Page 202. 

f In my copy of the Original Writings I find a manuscript 
note in the margin, by a man who is very converfant on thelc 
matters ; it ftates, that thefe initials Sand for the Prince Per* 
dinand of Brunswick. Pr— — F — ■■ ■■ V. B « ■■ « 1" leaf 
iim all* untcrfiutTumg vcrjprechtn. 

** large 
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** large eyes widely opened) a fertile imagina- 
u tion, a perfeft knowledge of men, acquired 
«• by roving about the world for the Ipace of 
*< two years under the dilguife of a beggar . . • • 

“ Do not you think that with fuch qualifications 
•* this man will do wonders ?■— During this winter 
** we will drill him) as the Hernuti ufed to do their 
“ apoftles.” 

The adept lb well defcribed by ^w-Krober, 
and on whom he grounds his hopes of the Ilium - 
luxation of England, is not mentioned even by his 
charade riftic j but a manufcript marginal note in- 
forms me, that his real name was Rontgen, a 
Dutch proteftant of Petkam, in Eaft Friefland. 

The fifth report is mutilated, and is without 
the name of any Provincial. Such as it is, how- n um. 
ever, it forcibly evinces the progrefs of the Sed 
during the laft three months of 1782 in the Elec- 
torates of 6ologn and of Treves, called Picinum . 

At this epoch the Provincial is much elated at the 
high repute Mafonry has acquired in thofe parts 
fince it has been illuminized. “ Here (fays he) 

** a Mafon was formerly a laughing-ftock, wherc- 
** as now a man who does not belong to a Lodge 
**. is pitied. Every body flocks to us ; and the 
«* prophane thirft after our myfteries.— -Every 
«* body comes to crave the proteftion of an Order 
<* that is lb powerful.” 


A very 
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A very unexpected proof of their power is td 
be found in their Archives; it is the difgrace and 
exile of fhe Abbe Beck, whom the Prince Cle- 
ment Of Saxony and EleCtor of Treves had till 
then favoured with his confidence. I had not the 
honour of being acquainted with this venerable 
Ccclefiaftic ; but I remembered to have leen fome 
of his friends at Paris, who augured ill from this 
difgrace. ' I little expe&ed at that time to find 
his apology in fo complete a ftyle in the report 
made by the Provincial to his ftiperiors : ** The 
" famous executioner of the Eleftor’sconfcience, 
** the Abbe B. has at length received his difmif- 
“ tion, and an order to leave the country. Ever 
w fince the Eledtor has had this Je/uit * in his 
** fervice, he has been a declared enemy to Free* 
tf mafonry, and/ generally fpeaking, to every thing 
,f that tends to enlighten mankind. Now that 
** this Jefuit is out of the way, we have the great- 
“ eft hopes of making a glorious harveft in Tfevea 
* f and the Electorate*” How indignant muft his 
Electoral Highnefs have been when he difeovered 
in this official report the true origin of all thofe 
infinuations to which one of his mod; faithful fcr- 
vants had fallen a vidtim ; and particularly when 

• The appellation Je/uit is here ufed by the llluminees as 
a term of fcarulous reproach, as it frequently is againft any 
perfon inimical to their principles, for the Abbe Beck never 

was a Jefuit. 
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he obferved the advantages that his real enemies* 
and enemies of all governments* promifcd them- 
(elves in confequence of an illulion originating* in 
all probability* entirely with themfelvcs. 

We (hall here give another proof of the omni- 
potence that the Order was acquiring in the different 
courts of Germany. The Provincial, under the . 
bead of the Lodge of Pinna, that is to fay Ha- 
chenburg* gives an account of the inauguration of 
Po&or Vogler* phyfician to the Count of Kir- 
chenberg, and then continues* “ Here the affairs of 
*' the Order profper amazingly well * the Count 
,c is entirely furrounded fry Illuminees. His private 
“Secretary, his phyfician, his ptfior, bis counsellors, 
“ are all ours . — The Prince's favorites are our mofi 
« j zealous adepts * and vie have taken our precautions 
** for the future. Let the Order efiablijh itfelf as 
c * well elfewbert, and the world is auPs 

This .wilh of the illuminizing Provincial would 
loon have been accompli filed, had the adepts been 
every, where as zealous as thole whom he men- 
tions of the provinces of Picinutn and Dacia. 
One adept in particular had made thirteen novices 
in three months j and it is not unworthy of re- 
mark* that eleven were already Free-mafons* and 
two Lutheran minifters, who were characterized 
in the Older by the names of Avtrroes and Thtcg- 
«u. The firft fiiowed fo much zeal, adtivity, and 
intelligence* and the principles of the Order ap- 
Vol. IV. N peared 
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peared to have taken fuch deep root in his heart, 
that the fuperiors haftened his initiation into the 
higher degrees, that they might admit him to the 
council, and eafe themfelves of fomc part of their 
labours on him. The other Tbeogtiis- Fischer, 
became curate of Wollbriick in Auftria, near 
Lima, by means of the intrigues of the adept 
paufanias. In Knigge’s report to the Areopa- 
gites, I find the following note on this adept : 

“ Tbeogtiis , at the time of his promotion to his 
“ curacy, received a letter from the bifhop of 
** K— — , the principles of which appear to be 
** -copied from our code. The prelate mentions 
f* a fecret project of reform, and begs Tbeogtiis not 
“ to (how his letter to any body. The Brethren of 
*« this colony are firmly perfuaded that the Bi- 
‘‘ /hop is one of our adepts ; and to that circum- 
** ftance they attribute his having given a bene- 
f* fice to Tbeogtiis ; and in confequence of it they 
f labour with redoubled zeal.” 

What can have induced the editor of the Ori- 
ginal Writings to give only the initial letter of this 
Bifhop’s name ? Have not the Evangelifts named 
Judas Ifcariot at full length? - Why not then 
name the prelate Haslein, vicc-prefident of the 
fpkitual council at Munich, afterwards Lord Bi- 
fhop of Kherson for the church, and Brother 
Philo of Bytlos for Weilhaupt? With a little left 
refpe£t for. perfons, miftruft would fall on thole 
-- • who 
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tvho deferve It* and who fo little refpeft their own 
dignity i and the world would know the man who 
.was forcmoft in the confpiracy againft God, though 
he. might wear a mitre. . . 

.Before I undertake to prefcnt a lift to my read- Report* 
ers, I will mention the laft official reports record- 
ed in the annals of the Scffc. They are made by 
Knigge him'felf, and are dated Tbtrmeb, Rferded- 
mcb, Ditntb , 1152, that is to fay July and Auguft, 

7 7$ 2, and the January following. We there find, 
that bis million at Wilhemfbaden did not hinder 
him from overlooking the provincial fuperiors, 

■whafe reports I have juft ftated. It was. to him 
that their reports were firft fent 5 he tranfmitted 
them to the Areopagites, after making fuch re- 
marks as his zeal for the propagation of the Se< 3 : 
might fuggeft. What he particularly blames in 
his inferiors was, a want of method. That want 
of regularity in their proceedings appeared to him 
.to impede their fuccefs, and to render it lets cer- 
tain than he could wilh. And he writes to his 
Senate, «* I cannot fufficiently repeac it ; when we 
“ fhall have organized the whole body, when 
** every province fhall have its Provincial, and 
every Infpeftor fhall have three Provincials 
.“ under his infpettion ; when our National Direct 
“ tory fhall be eftablifhed at Rome (that is to fay, 
cc Vienna); when our Areopagites fhall be freed 
“ from all. the tirefome detail, (and by that 
N 2 means 
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** means certain of remaining unknown) and (hall 
“ only have to infped the whole, to perfect the 
1 « fyftem, and to direft the propagation of k 
** in other countries j when the Oder can give 
** proper help to the directing Brethren, then, 

' “ and not before, {hall we be able to do fome- 
** thing.” 

Soon after thefe leffons, and under the head 
France, we read, “ With refpedt to that court- 
41 try, I would not advife you to undertake any 
44 thing until I {hall have difpofed of the mold* 
44 plicity of bufinefs that overpowers me at pre- 
44 lent. I have even laid afidc for the prefent my 
*** projeds on Alface and Lorraine." Meanwhile^ 
-till that day comes, Knigge takes a view of the 
reports returned to him by the Provincials, and 
fubjoins to the number of their Novices thofe 
Whom he had made himfelf. But the grand objed 
that abforbs all his attention is the means of con- 
fummating the intrufion into the Mafonic Lodges, 
which is at once to enlift millions of men under 
the ftandard of his Areopage, and to efieduate hit 
•Illuminizing revolution. 

At the period of this laft report, that is, Janu- 
ary 1783, this intrufion had made great progrefs; 
and it Was to that circumftance that Weifhaupt 
was indebted for the multitude of adepts who al- 
ready had fpread his confpiracy throughout Ger- 
many. Let the reader caft an eye on the map of 

Gcr- 
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Germany, and on the Lodges already Illuminized. 
It is true, that many towns are at prefent unintel- 
ligible, in confequence of the geographical nomen- 
clature adopted by the Se£b ; but every one of 
fhefe names denotes an Illuminized Lodge, a town 
where the confpirators have gained a hold ■, and 
hence we may obferve, that icarcely a canton is 
to be found where this baleful Sett has not pene- 
trated. Let us attend only to thofe towns that, 
in ipite of all their precautions, have been difco- 
vered either by the writings or habitual refidcnce 
of the great adepts ; — what a formidable alliance 
have they already formed i The firft of the Pro- 
vincials immediately under the direction of Weif- 
haupt has under him alone the Lodges of Munich, 
of Ratifbon, of Landfberg, of Burghaufen, of 
Straubingen, and of Freyfingen. — In the Circles 
of Franconia and Swabia, the Baron Mahomet pre- 
sides, at leaf): over thofe at Aichfiadtj his habitual 
refidence, at Bamberg, at Nuremberg, at Augf- 
bourg, at Mompelgard, and over thofe of the 
Ducby of Wurtemberg. — In the Circles of the 
Upper Rhine and of the Palatinate of the Lower 
Rhine the Seffc has eftablifhed itfelf, at Deux- 
ponts, Manheim, Frankenthal, Heidelberg, Spire, 
Worms, Wetzlar, and Franckfort on the Mein.--* 
The Elcdorates of Mayence, of Treves and Co* 
logne, have, with their capitals, fhared a fimilar 
fote.— In Weftphalia, this diftemper rages at Aix- 

N 3 La- 
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La-.Chapelle, at Neuwicd and at Ha'qhenburg. — * 
In Higher and Lower Saxony, at Kiel/ at Bremen, 
at Brunfwick, at Hanover, at Gottinguen, at Go-; 
tha, at Jena. — The great adepts Nicolai and 
Leuchfering, eftablilh lliuminifm at Berlin, and the 
adept Brutus reports that the Minerval School* 
are in as full activity at Vienna in Aultria> as they, 
were at Lintz. Hannibal , or Weilhaupt’s grand 
chmmiffiontr the Baron Bafius, had eftablilh ed it 
at Infpruck and Botzen, and at many other towns 
in the Tyrol. From the bottom of his den at In- 
golftadt, Weifhaupt prefides over his conlpiring 
erew j and through their means he commands, as 
it were, Germany and its confines, and might be 
called its Emperor of Darknels. He has more 
towns in his confpiracy than the Chief of the Em- 
pire Has in his dominions. 

At this period a great revolution took place in 
the code of the Illuminees, which only contributed 
to augment the ftrength of the Sett, and which 
I hope the hiftorian will not overlook, as it will 
fiirnilh him with an anfwer to thofe who may re- 
peat an objettion that has often been made to me, 
** Weilhaupt’s lliuminifm only began in Bavaria 
about the middle of the year 1776 j the Sett 
chiefly attached itfelf to youth. It required a long 
noviciate, and many years for its Minerval fchools 
to form the adepts and prepare them for the de- 
grees where the confpiracy is entered upon. It 

mult 
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muft have required therefore generation after ge- 
neration to form that multitude of confpirators 
whole marihalled cohorts rife triumphant at a 
time when Illuminifm is Hill in its cradle.” 

‘ This objection may have appeared forcible i but 
at the period where we now ftand it folves itfelf. 
Knigge has anfwered it when he enumerates that 
multitude of Mafons who have already attained 
the years of diferction, and did not ftand in need 
of thole long trials, and who, in the proteftant 
countries particularly, difdairied the Minerval 
fchools only the more to Jbow their ardour to be ad- 
mitted to the higher degrees of the confpiracy*. 

Weif- 

* Knigge fays, that in the Catholic countries the Philofo- 
phical writings, the light of the age, (the impiety of the day) 
had not made near fo much progrefs as in proteftant coun- 
tries. This was true with refped to Bavaria ; would to God 
that the fame thing could have been faid of France ! Be that as 
it may, “ The Minerval fchobls, fays Knigge, did not take at 
M all in the Proteftant countries ; and in fad, fays he, fuch 
“ inftitutions could only be of ufe in Catholic countries bu- 

** ried in darknefs, and for indifferent old-faihioned beings. 
€€ But the greater the averfion fhown by the Brethren for thefe 
4€ aflcmblies of Novices, the more earneftly they folicited to 
'** be admitted to the higher degrees. — Mit der Minerval daffe 
* € wol/te es' in preteftantifeben lander dur chaus niebt fort , und 
* € mourklicb war aucb diefe anjlalt vcncuglick mtr in ferjuifterten 
m caibdi/cben provimeen , und auf mittelmajfige altags menfeben 
* amvendbar — Je nveniger aber die mietgiieder geneigt nuaren 
4% ‘verjammlungen der Pflanz-fcbule anzulegen , um defio dfriger 
N 4 ** drangeu 
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Weiffaaupt loon undcrftood die reafon Of this 
rapid progrefs j and it was on that account that 
he dilpenfed with the feverity of the code and the 
trials of the Mineral fchool, and that he exhorted 
his Infinuators to enroll, after Knigge’s example, 
men who could be quickly advanced to the higher 
myfteries: Such was the new method of re- 
cruiting that was adopted at this period. When 
the Provincials mention the ages of their Novice^ 
we find few that have not attained the age of man- 
hood, generally of twenty-five, thirty, forty, and 
even fifty years of age, and whole occupations in 
life denote years of diferetion. Thus then does 
the Sect enlift multitudes of hands that do 
not wait for age to enable them to prepare for, 
or' even to aft when the day of revolution fball 
be come. 

Another confideration that fhould not efoape 
the hiftofian is, the avowal (frequently repeated 
by the Adepts in the Original Writings) “ that 
the great progrefs they made was in conlequence 
of the facility with which they introduced them- 

" drem&en Ji* m mitb* dm* mUitb dit htibtre grad* mkmubm* 
* &«•” Phi /• tndliche trkldrmg^ P* 52, 53, et The 

reader will not forget that Knigge Speaks particularly of tbofc 
lophifticated Mafons among whom he was making recruits, and 
who were better prepared for the myfteries than the others* 
becaufe they were more accuftomed to the fccrets of the 
Lodge. 


lelves 
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felves into the Mafonic Lodges, and of die pre*- 

ponderance that the myfteries of Illuminifm daily 

acquired in the Lodges.” One of the Illuminees, 

• LmJiuSy tells us, that lince ieveral Mafons and fonte 

e venof the moft zealous RoficrucianS, have been 

inidated in our myfteries, me “would think that the 

Order bed acquired new life , and a much increafed 

fera of expanfion or of propagation *. The Areo- 

pagite Hannibal attributes the fucceisofhis million 

to the fame caufe. In the report he makes of his 

proceedings, he begins by congratulating himfelf 

on having found Mafonic Lodges already efta- 

bliihed in the Tyrol. It was in them that he made 

his great conquefts, that he recruited Counfellors 

of the Regency, Profeffors of Colleges, Counts, 

Excellencies, Minifters of the Emperor, Prefi- 

dents, Vice-Prefidents, Matters of the Poll: Office, 

Counfellors of the Government, all enthuliafts for 

\ 

the new myfteries of Illuminifm. At the fight of 
iuch unexpefted fuccefs, he openly confefies that 
they are all due to the new method introduced by 
P&fo-Knigge. He then informs the Areopagites 
** that the experienced Mafons are turning tbetnfelves 
n mi/I jides in queft of light , that fcarcely had he 
** given the flighteft indication of it, before their 
** hearts were inflamed, and their entreaties to be 
«« initiated were moft prefling. That it was juft 

• R, Lnlhu’i Journal, Orig. Writ. Vol. II. SeQ. VI. 
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“ Ac moment for making great conqucfts at Vk 
** enna, where there muft be more than four hundred 
“ Majons .” If at Milan he has not fo good* 
profpeft, it is becaufe no Majonic Lodges have 
been eftablithed there ; but he will find fame at 
Cremona, Pavia, and other parts of Italy ; and he 
ends by requefting that the other towns he meads 
to vifit may be comprehended in the new GetA 
graphy of the Sett *. 

In ftiort, how does Knigge himfelf account for 
that prodigious multitude of adepts recruited in 
lo Ihort a period for Illutninifm ? * f When I ert- 
“ tered the Order (he writes to Gz/o-Zwack) you 
“ were all in the dark with refpett- to the Majons 

of the Jlribl Obfiryance. I told you lo, and was 
“ pofitive that among them there were excellent 
“ men (for us). Spartacus believed me ; and the 
“ event has proved it. Our bell adepts at Neu- 
“ wjed, at Gottinguen, at Mayence, at Hanover, 
“ at Brunfwick, and in the Palatinate, were ad 
“ formerly Free -majons of the Stribi Obfervance -f.” 

Neverthelefs, thefe conquefts on Mafonry made 
by Illuminifm do not fatisfy either Philo - Knigge 
or Spartacus- Weifhaupt. They will not even let 


. • Orig. Writ. Vol. I. and II. Hanniba ? 3 four Letters. 

f Unfere beften leute in Neuwied, Gottinguen, Mainz, 
Hannover, Braunfchweig, Pfaltz, find ehemalige mitglieder 
der Striven Obfervanz. 
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the name of Mafonry exift, but as a cloak for 
their Bluminifm. Let us then confider of their 
new means and further fucceffcs in the following 
Chapter *. 

.* Forthe whole of this chapter let the Reader apply to 
thhOdgiaal Writings, Vol. II. Part I. and the Reports of 
fetApiiK*ffe JPrtnrintial-Bericbit) from P. 159 to *21.. 
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CHAP. VI. 

. :* ' 

New means praftifed, and new conqutffls naif h 
. Knigge and Weijhaupt an Maf anr y . J Xfpattes if * 
tween theft twe Chiefs of IUtmmJ m nfl Mr dffignt 
on the German Majons confummated before Knigge’ s 
Retreat. 

Notwithstanding the immenfe number 

of Mafons that had (locked to the ftandard of II- 
luminifm, Weilhaupt and Knigge laboured under 
fome apprehenfions with rcfpedt to a new congrefs 
that had been appointed for the following year at 
Wilhemfbadcn. Knigge particularly dreaded that 
new Code and new form that was in agitation for the 
Lodges. He knew that fome of the Brethren had 
been named to make a digcft of laws j nor could 
he forget, that others had received inftru&ions 
from the Congrefs to gain admillion into, and get 
tbemfelves received members of all the Jecret focieties , 
in order that they might be initiated into their 
myfteries , and make their report at the following 
congrefs. Left all the fruits of his laft million at 
Wilhemfbadcn fhould be blafted in the bud at this 
new meeting, Knigge fought to make himfelf 
acquainted with the difpofitions, with regard to 

his 
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•his Iiluminifm, of the commiffaries nominated to 
make the new digeft of laws. 

The chief of thele commiffaries was a man of -AmcIuu 
die name of Bodb, already famous in the annals 
of Mafonry, and who was foon to become more 
fo in thofe of Iiluminifm. The ion of a common 
fcklitt of Brunfwick, he was brought up as fifer 
tsf a regiment, but he foon thought himiclf def- 
ined to aft a higher part in the world than to ac- 
company a drum with the flirill founds of his 
fife. He had learned to read, and was fufficient- 
I7 acquainted with the French and Englilh lan- 
gwges to undertake fomc tranflations. Thofe of 
Trilbam Shandy and Yorick’s Sentimental Jour- 
ney gained him more credit than money ; he then 
fet up as a bookfeller at Hamburg ; but foon be- 
ooming the widower of a rich heirefs he aban- 
doned trade, and was decorated by the Duke of 
Weimar with the title of Counfellor of Embaffy. 

At length he was declared Privy Counfellor to the 
JLandjgrave of Heife Caffel. 

Created a Commander among the templar Majons 
under the tide of Knight of the Lillies of the 
Valley, Eqties a Lilio convallium , Bode had brought 
with him all that genius neceffary to give import- 
ance to the games of their Equality and Liberty, 
and, above all, that concern which impiety and 
independence manifeft, to difeover their myfte- 
ries in the fymbols of that fame Equality and Li- 
5 berty. 
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berty. The fcrvices that he had rendered to the 
Brethren may be appreciated by that which 
Knigge believed to be fo much to his honor, when 
he fays, that nearly all the little good that is to be 
found in the fyjiem of the StriS Obferoance is to 'be at- 
tributed to Bode ; or, in other words, every thing 
that aflimilated their fyftem to that of Weifhaupu 
' After having clofely ferutinized his man, Knigge 
declares him to be advanced in years, but ftill in 
queft of truth which he had not yet been able to 
find, though he had been forty years 3 Mafon j 
he depifls him as indifferent to all fyftems, though 
petulant, fiery, and jealous of dominion; and as 
loving to be flattered by Princes. To this de- 
feription I may add from my German Memorials, 
that his exterior was unpolifhed and almoft de- 
formed, which, however, did not hinder this old- 
Mafon from a fling the part of a wit and of. a man 
of fentiment with the Ladies. They alfo deferibe 
him as a pedant, with an appearance of frank- 
nefs that Princes miftook for opennefs of cha- 
rafter ; but with which they might not have , been 
fo eafily duped had they known, that though he 
fought their favor, he as cordially hated them as 
.he did what he called the Mummeries of Religion , 
of JefuitSy and of Priefts. Such fentiments mufl 
neceflarily have endeared him to the llluminces. 
Knigge more particularly courted him on account 
of the great influence he enjoyed over the Ger- 
man 
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man Malbnry. Thefe two mert fcrutinizcd each 
other, and Knigge at length declares, that “ after 
“ many mutual explanations he had admitted 

* him to the degree of Scotch Knight.” — 
Here Bode found all thofe promifes to forward 
the views of the Order, to reveal all his dilcove- 
ries on Mafonry to his new Superiors, to inftall 
the Illuminees in all the principal polls of the 
Lodges, and to embezzle their funds. None of 
tbtft obligations appear to have given him any unea- 
fiufsi but he feared, that in the end thofe un- 
known fuperiors would turn out to be Jefuits and 
Pricfts. It was necefiary, therefore, to remove 
fcch fears, and to guarantee to him that thofe fu- 
periors detefted Pricfts and Jefuits as much as he 
did himlelf. 44 On this condition (fays Knigge) 

* he promiled, iji y To labor for us, and, by 
“ means of the new Syftem or Code to be form- 
*5 ed for Malbnry, to throw the empire over the 
44 Lodges into our hands, idly. To put the Di- 
44 re<ftories and provincial infpedtions, in as much 
44 as depended on him, into the hands of the II- 
rt luminees. 3^/y, To prevail on the Brethren of 
44 the Stri£l Obfervance to fraternize with us. 4 tbly, 
44 In the forming of the new Mafonic Code, never 
44 to lofe fight of the illuminized plan for the 
“ choice of Mailers or Venerables of Lodges. 

$tbly, To lay before the Superiors all the 
44 knowledge he has acquired concerning the ori- 

“ gm 
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Weif- 
haupi's 
views on 
thePolifh 
Mafons. 


" gin of Mafonry and of the Rofierucians ; and 
** to caufc the Deductions promifed for the StriS 
“ Obfcrvance to be printed at our prefles, and to 
“ diftribute them to our Brethren according to 
u agreement 

Such promifes from Bode were of too much 
coniequence to be rejected by the Bluminees j he 
was received with open arms, and, under the cha- 
rafteriftic of Amelins , was ufhered into the higher 
degrees. We lhall foon fee how faithfully he ac- 
quitted himlelf of his promifes. 

While Knigge was making fuch important ac* 
quifltions from Mafonry, Weifhaupt was medita- 
ting another plan, that was to inftall him Mafter 
oF all the Lodges of Poland. The Areopagice 
C<z/o-Zwack received nearly at the fame time both 
Knigge’s official note relative to Bode, aid the 
following letter from Weifhaupt : “ I rave a 
“ mind to undertake the Polonefe Confederation, 
“ not precifely to lUuminizc them, but merely as 


• Original Writings, Vol. II. Philo's btriebt uhtr jonien ; 
Dimeb. January 1783.— If by Deductions the account of the 
contributions to be deduBed for the Grand Obfervanet, and 
afterward to be delivered over to the lllnminees, be not 
meant, I do not underfiand the meaning of them. Bat Bode 
referves to himfelf the diferetionary. power of letting other 
perfons participate of them ; that is to fay, he wilhes to fervo 
the Illuminees without appearing to have abandoned his for- 
mer Brethren. (Set Pol, 111 . of tbtfe Memoirs , P. 154). 


Free 
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•* Eree-mafbnry to eftablifh tie Syftem of Con- 
•* federatt Lodges ; to fele£t the ableft perfons ; 
“ to get the ftart of the StriB Obfervance, and to 
“ deftroy it. Write immediately to Warfaw, 
** that you are acquainted with feveral Lodges at 
** Munich and other towns, that are willing to 
rt confederate with them on the following condi- 
* r That they fhould acknowlege but 

4< ' the firft three degrees — idly. That each Lodge 
<r fhould be at liberty to have what Superiors and 
“ as many of them as they plcafed — $dly, That 
** all Lodges fhould be independent of each other, 
** 'at lead as much fo as the Lodges of Germany 
are of thofe of Poland — 4 tbly. That all their 
♦‘ /union fhall be carried on by the correlpondence 
K and vifits of the Brethren.— If we can but gain 
“ that point, we fhall have fucceedcd in all we 
<c want; leave the reft to me 

“ Philo has already received inftrudtions to pre^ 
“ pare our Lodges of the Rhine and of Lower 
** Saxony for this plan. Don’t lofe a day; for 
“ both time and danger prefs, John is coming, 
“ and the confederation will take place at Vienna 
“ before that time. The Lodge * * appears as 
** if it would accede. . . Send to Warfaw the ma- 
** nifcfto that is to be immediately circulated in 
«* the Lodges on the occafion. Without doubt 
«* the federation will be numerous. See bow lean 
** feeze every oecafton and turn every circumftance to 
Vol. IV. Q «* ufe. 
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“ ttfe. As Toon as you (hall get an onfwer tend 
“ it to me ; don’t lofe a minute. Thetftoft itn- 
“ portant bufinefs for us is, to efttblifh an Ec- 
" leaic Mafonry; if we fucceed in that, ’tis all 
«« we want. Do not mention our Order ' at 
“ Warfaw ; it is always deferable to gun io ef* 

«« fential a point. Send all your documents on 
** Poland to Philo. A multitude of Lodges would 
“ have joined us had they not dreaded to be 
“ taken for blind Lodges . This arrangement will 
«« rule the difficulty. The Englifh Lodge of 
*? Edejfa (Frankfort) has already promifed to ac- 
" cede to thefe conditions. Send your dif- 
“ patches off immediately for Warfitw, without 
“ tranfinitting them to me, that they may get 
“ there the fooner j and defire an immediate an- 
“ fwer*.” 

Though perfons who cannot gain admiffion to 
Weilhaupt’s fecret councils may not forefee why 
he fo earneftly interefts himfelf in this plan for 
the propagation of his confpiracy, we may, how- 
ever, remark, that Knigge had conceived the foil 
importance of the meafure when a week after he 
writes to Zwack, “ That plan on Poland is a weft 
“ majlerly blow. I have already fent my dtfaft of 
f * the circular letter for the Lodges to Sparta - 
“ cus.” According to Weilhaupt’s plan, this 

• nth January, 1783. 
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cancubr Jester . was not intended for the Poli<h 
Mafons atone, bttt was to be fent to all the Lodges v 
ef the Order.. It is to be found in the fecond 
volume of the Original Writings, and is exactly 
that medley of artifice for the feduftion of Mafons 
which might be expe&cd from its author. Knigge 
begins with a folfome eulogy on their inftiiudon. 
He tells them, that their fociety was intended by 
Gad and nature to reclaim the rights of humanity of - 
prejjed, of virtue fer/ecuted t and of fcience degene- 
rated. In a ftory artfully intermixed with truth 
and falfehood, he endeavours to demonftrate how 
much the Order had fwerved from its grand ob* 
jedfc for about twenty years paft. To reftore it 
therefore to its ancient fplendor, he invites all Bre- 
thren fired with a true zeal to unite with thofe 
Mafons who alone have remained in pofieflion of 
the real myfteries, with a fociety formed for their 
preservation about the year 1762, and whofe fpe- 
:ial object was to oppofe the tyranny of the Bre- 
hren of the StriS Obfervance ; in fhort, to join 
fociety which he declares to be compofed of 
e - befl; heads of the Order, and of men whofe 
ence and experience would command the eftcem 
i veneration of all that approached them. At 
Jth, giving the plan for his new aflociation, 
i the new regimen admitted by thefe real 
tafons (fays he) we invariably hold to the 
■ft three degrees. Several Lodges unite toge- 
O 2 “ ther 
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“ ther in the choice of one for their Scotch Dt± 
** reSory, or chief place of their diftrift, to 
“ Which each lends a Deputy. This Dire&orj* 
4f decides on money matters, overlooks objects of 
“ economy and the raifing of contributions, and 
** grants powers for the erecting of new Lodges* 
“ Above this tribunal we have no Superiors who 
“ have a right to raife contributions; they ire 
“ only entitled to an exaft account every three 
** months of the moral and political ftate of 
** every Lodge. A certain number of Scotch Di- 
“ rcStorics join to chufe a Provincial Dire&ory , 
" three of the latter cleft an Infpcftor, and three 
“ Infpeftors choofe the National Director. 

** This is not the place for expatiating on what 
“ we have already done in the filent abodes of 
** fecrecy, or on what we mean to do. It will 
** fuffice to fay, that we have fchools to form the 
“ young men whom we afterward admit into our 
“ Order, and who are deftined to labour to pro- 
** cure happier and more tranquil days for the 
** riling generation. The care we bellow on thele 
“ pupils is in our eyes the moll honorable part 
u of our labours. Should the Lodges wilh for 
** any further particulars, they lhall receive them 
c ‘ from the very perfons who have thought pro- 
** per to propofe this plan 

• Extraft from the Circular Letter, Original Writings, 
Vol.U. Part II. Seft. VI. 

5 “ not- 
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- The memorials before us are not fufficiently ex- 
plicit to enable us to decide what effect Zwack’s 
and Knigge’s letters produced on the Polilh Me- 
lons. In Zwack’s note, however, on the progrefs 
of the Brethren, we may obferve that the Areopagt 
lost in treaty for a ftrift alliance with the National 
bodge Poland. With relpcdl to Germany, we 
are- not left in the dark as to (he fucceis of thefe 
artifices ; but then it is to Bode particularly that 
fuch liiccefies are attributed. Through his means 
it was, that Knigge acquired powerful protestors 
with the mafons of high rank, and particularly 
with the committee that was to frame the new 
code. By the help of fuch protect ion he fo 
amazingly extended the number of the adepts, 
that Weilhaupt pretended to be alarmed, or 
Was fo in reality. The defpotic founder viewed 
with a jealous eye the afcendant that Knigge was 
daily acquiring, and the great encomiums bellow- 
ed on him by the adepts in their Qnibus Licets . 
Befide, his profound policy led him to conceive 
that his power wpuld be too much divided by that 
of Knigge’s, to enfure him fovereign fw%y pver 
his tenebrous meetings, and to preferve that unity 
of objeft and of action which his plots required. 
This multitude of adepts fuddenly initiated to the 
higher myfteries kept h;m jn a Hate of continual 
alarm. Among thefe new difciples fome might 
be found who, not having undergone the neceflary 

O 3 trials. 
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trials, might expofe both himfelf and all the coo* 
Quarrel* piracies of his Sett to be difcovered. Though 
hetmen Knigge had faithfully copied (as the reader has 
Juupt and feen) all the profligate nayfteries that Weifhanpt 
Knigge. invented in the degree of Epopt, yet this Q- 
himinizing chief did not fcruple to accufe the 
Baron of having weakened them ; the 6ft was, 
that he could not forgive him for having partici- 
pated in the glory of founding the Order. He 
even pretended that Knigge was privately laying 
the foundations of another iecret fodety *. Theft 
reflettions weighed fo heavily on the mind of the 
defporic chief, that all on a fudden Knigge found 
himfelf depofed at the very inftant when he was 
tnoft elated with his fuccefles in the fervice of thf 
Order. 

Weilbaupt took from him the direttion of hia 
provinces, and made him fubjeft to fome of his own 
pupils. The manner in which Knigge received 
this humbling news cannot be better deferibed 
than in his own letters to Weifhaupt and to 
Zwack. The latter had attempted to reconcile 
thefe two terrible competitors, particularly by 
&fFetting to throw the whole blame of their dis- 
agreements on Mahomet and another brother. 
“ It is neither Mahomet nor that other brother 
«* (fays Knigge to Cato ), but it is that JeJuitiJm 

• Original Writings, Vol, II. Let. 20. 

“ Of 
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** of Weifhaupt, that occafions all our broils and 
difputes. It is that defpotifm which he exer- 
• * cifts over men perhaps lefs powerful in.imagi- 
** nation, art, and cunning than hirafelf, but 
** equal to him at leaf! in good-will, prudence, 
** uprightnefs and probity j over men who have 
* f rendered the moft important fervices, without 
** which his Order would ftill have been a pitiful 
** medley of boys. Long fince have I obferved 
“ his intention of deceiving me ; but I am firmly 
rcfolved to make him feel, notwithftanding my 
“ exceffive patience and obedience, that there are 
M men who are not to be played upon with im- 
“ punity. I therefore declare, that nothing can 
K ever put me again on the fame footing with 
" Spartacus on which 1 was before j but as long as 
u J live I will do every thing in my power for the 
** good of the Order and ye (the Areopagites), my 
u iefi of friendsy ye fhall always find me ready 
w to obey ye in every thing conducive to the fame 

* objea.” 

After this exordium Knigge proceeds to enu- 
merate every ' thing that he had done for Weif- 
Baupt, in the perfeaingof the Code, the found- 
ing of Lodges, and the recruiting of Brethren. 
“ I had aaually recruitcd/iv hundred (he conti- 
" nues) when he chofe to view me in the light of 
" an indifferent being, who was ruining his 
“ affairs by my want of .refteaion. Without 
O 4 “ giving 
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“ giving me any intimation, he began to corre- 
** fpond with my inferiors. 1 have fccn fomc of 
M his. letters to my pupils, in which he treat* 
** me as a novice. — At prefent I . am under the 
** direction of Minos , and am to fend him my 
“ Quibus Licet every month. Without being an 
** ambitious man, I fee no reafon why I ihould 
“ put up with fuch affronts, and allow myfelf to 
” be led like a fcholar by a profeffor of Ingoldadfc 
** And certainly with refpeft to him I look upon 
** myfelf as difpenfed from all obedience. With 
** regard to you, ready to obey the flighted lotU 
** mation of your wilhes, I confent to continue 
•* to direct the provinces of Hejfe and Upper Sax*- 
" ony , until every thing is properly organized in 
<* thofe countries. 1 fhall then retire, prompt* 
** notwithftanding, to ferve you with all my might, 
** either by night or by day.” 

This letter is dated the a,th of Jan. 1783, and 
is immediately followed by another to the fame 
adept. The latter (hows how painful it was to 
Knigge to abandon the Brethren •, but at length 
he writes to Zwack, “ Were I to give way to an 
** imprudent vengeance ? refleft on this at lead. 

“ It was by order of Spartacus (auf Spartacus 
“ geheifs) that I wrote againd the ci-devant Je- 
** Juifts and againft the Roftcrucians t neither of 
** whom had ever done me any harm. It was by 
" his orders that I fpread diffenflons among the 

** Mafons 
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** Mafons of the Strift Obfervance , and feduced 
** their ableft brethren. I inftilled into them 
** ftrong ideas of the antiquity, the excellence 
** and power of our Order, of the perfection of 
“ our Superiors, of the irreproachable manners 
4 * of the Brethren, of the importance of our 
** myfteries, and of the fincerity and purity of 
** our intendons. Many of thofe who at prelent 
“ labour molt efficacioufly for our Order were un- 
** der conftant apprehenlions that we were lead- 
** ing them to Deifm. Little by little , however , I 
** do wbat I plea/e. Now were I to inform the 
** Jefuits and the Roficrucians of their real per- 
“ fecutor; were I Amply to let fome certain per- 
** fons into the fecret of the infignificant novelty 
4 ‘ of the Order; were I to inform them that I 
“ compofed parts of the degrees ; were I to tell 
“ them hew I am treated after the many fervices 
“ I have rendered; were I to make them ac- 
w quainted with the JeJuitifm of that man who 
** leads us all by the nofe, and facrifices us to his 
** ambition whenever he pleafcs ; were I to inform 
tf the fecret-hunters that they will not find that 
** which they are in quell: of ; were I to It t those 
** who love religion into the fecret of the 
** founder’s religious principles ; were I to found 
the alarm to Free-mafons concerning an alL>- 
** ciation fetonfootby the Illuminees; were I 
P myfelf to cft'ablifh' an Order on a more folk!, 

clear. 
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c * clear, difxnterefted plan, whofe object fhouM 
fC be honefty and liberty j were I to attract the 
* f many able men whom I am acquainted .with 
** into this new Order ; were I to place certain 
** perfons in your’s who would inform me in fii*- 
“ turc of every thing that was tranfafting in •• it) 
“ were I to give a hint only in Greece (Bavaria) - 
“ that Ihould at once difcloie the founder and bis 
“ Order j were I to found the alarm to Princes 
“ by means of Numenius and the Roficrucians at 
“ Rome (Vienna): I fhudder at the ideal No,* I 
“ will not carry vengeance to fuch lengths;- but 
« if I do not obtain fatisfaftion, I will take foch 
** Heps as my honor requires. Let me once more 
“ enjoy that unlimited confidence that I formerly 
“ enjoyed, and then I lhall be ready to undertake 
great things for the Order again. I am per- 
feftly acquainted with our people; I know 
“ what attaches each one to the Order, and what 
engines Ihould be fet in motion either to excite 
** their enthufiafm or fuddenly to crufh it. Once 
Xl more I repeat it ; If I am left at liberty to aft 
** I will anfwer upon my head to put the Order 
“ immediately in poflefiion, ill. of moft important 
“ fecrcts ; sdly. of a Jirong preponderance over the 
■“ Mofons of the Strift Oblervancc, or, rather, of 
<c means abfolutely to defiroy them-, 3dly. of a great 
“ influence over the Mafons of Zinnendorf ’s fyftem ; 

“ 4 thly, I frmife to put the Order in poffeffion of 

“ great 
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great riches and of great power, and- that without 
® making any alterations in our eonftitutions .” 

S® fer from allowing himfclf to be foothed by 
thefe promifes, or affrighted by theft: menaces, 
which Zwack was to tranfmit to Ingoldftadt, 
Weifhaupt appeared to become more inflexible. 
He knew his agents too well j he was certain that 
Knigge could never bring himfelf to betray him } 
mid indeed he muft have betrayed himfclf in de- 
nouncing' his chief. That adept, without doubt, 
might have deferted him and carried many of the 
brethren with Him; and Weifhaupt would have 
preferred fuch extremities rather than have had 
rebel adepts, particularly competitors, undfrhim. 
“ What care 1 (he writes) for all that multitude 
** of unmanageable adepts who wife to be guided 
w by no other rule than their fancy . .. At other 
nines he would write, “ It is by means of thofe 
“ who will obey me, that I muft perform moft a/- 

* tonijbing things. I anfwer for nothing when I 
“ meet with refiftance from my adepts j I have 
“ forefeen every thing, and I have prepared every 

* thing. Let my whole Order go to rack and 
tc ruin; in three years 1 will anfwer to reftore it, 
" and that to a more powerful flate than it is in 
“ at prefent — Obftacles only ftimulate my ac- 
" tivity. I know how to turn them to my ad- 
“ vantage j and when people fhall think that I 
“ am - undone, even then fhall I rife ftronger 

“ than 
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“ than ever. Let dot peifon lease oe whothaidb 

* that he can better himfijf d fewkit ; and lan 

* will fbew who is naftaken. I bon how m 
“ find men more docile. I can bariBcc whdf 
** provinces, the ddcnioa of a few ndhriWi 
“ therefore, will not alarm me*. 1 * 

Thu* firm and confiant in his deerrnunadan » 
enforce obedience, Wcilhanpc left Knigge uadef 
an interdict he continued to tranfmic all otdentl 
him through the medium of his inferiors; he ert 
fo far fet him at defiance, as to refufe to pit j 
him the watchword and die quarterly fign; ft ; 
that he might almoft look upon himiclf as e** 
pell d the Order. If he deigned to write to hiflb 
it was in a tone only calculated to add to his hunt* 
liation ; and Knigge himfelf actually thought 
his intercourfe with this overbearing Defpot bad 
been broken off when he received a letter ftilS 
more imperious and injurious than ever. Pbik'f 
anfwer is remarkable; and I will lay it before 
my readers ; not that I think it important to de- 
scribe all the jealoufies and inteftine broils that 
may very well be called the rogues quarrel, but 
becaufe it fhows how well in the midft of all their 
difputes thefe fellows knew each other, and how 
they drew together when the misfortunes of na- 
tions were in queftion ; it fhows alfo how they 


• Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. 8, to Cat*. 
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rifcd with each other, and placed all their merit 
in die definition Of the altar and the throne, and 
in having abufed the confidence of Princes; fuch 
were the mighty deeds on which they grounded 
t^eir rights of pre-eminence in their dark dens of 
rebellion. 

This letter from Knigge to Weilhaupt was 
written at fuccefiive periods during his cxcurfion 
ten Frankfort to Caffe], to Brunfwick, and 
Ncuterhaufen. He begins it, dated at Cafiel, 25th 
Feb.. 1783. 

An unforeieen circumftance occafions my 

* writing to you. Read my letter without paf- 

* fion, with impartiality, and as coolly as you 

* are able. 1 own that, as late even as yeflerday, 

* until I had received your Excellency’s letter, I 
“ little thought we were ever to correfpond to- 
*’ gcthcr again. I am perfectly refolved to wait 

* but for one more anfwer ; and if it is in the 

* lame tone that you have lately taken with me, 
** nothing fhall hinder me from abfolutely break- 

* ing off all conneftion with you. Do not pre- 
u tend to think that this is an idle threat. I am 

* aware that you can do without me; but I alfo 

* know, or am at leaft willing to think, that your 
" conference will rife in judgement againft you, 

* if you continue without reafon to reject a man 

* who has been your moil adtive co-operator. 

* What am I to underftand when you fay that 

« you 
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« you can begin the whole over again, and tint 
with new agents ? To be. fure.you may try? 
« but were you really to undertake it,, you. would 
“ ceafe in my eyes to be that man whom 1 was 
“ willing to believe endowed with prudence. 
“ The points to which I wifh to call your 
“ tion require a general view of our relpe&ive 
“ fituations. Let us addrefs each other freely.' 

“ You have injured me ; you know, it i but 
“ you will not own it, becaufe you are afraid of 
“ lofing your confequence were you to fay,; I have 
** really behaved lharacfully ill to that maiu You 
* c with to perfuade both yourfelf and othen that 
** you are indifferent to my (laying. with. you or 
“ not, for that I am not fit for fo great an under- 
“ taking} though you well know, that. we both 
" have our failings } that men mud be taken as 
** they are ; that no one would proceed far, if he 
“ were to change co-operatoi-s every fix months. 
“To make fliort of the matter, you would, be. 
“ forry to fee me abandon you, and found another 
“ fociety; but you are unwilling to appeal to 
“ (land in need of me. 

“ Now for Me : I have not the vanity to pre- 
“ tend, that a man of a fuperior underdanding to 
“ my own Ihould fo debafe himfelf as to-tdk me 
“ pardon. But I could wilh you to refledt on the 
u following circumdances : I am certain that I 
“ have aded according to my confidence, and on 

" afolid 
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** a folk! plan. I defy any perfon to point out 
“ to me thole indifcretions by which I am fup- 
** pofed to have done the Order irreparable evrL 
*• So far from it, I have engaged men of the 
** moft tranfcendent merit in its fervice. If in 
** many hundred recruits any are to be found who 
u are not exaftly what they ought to be, your 
w own condud will plead my excufe, fince you 
“ have entrufted me with the government of five 
¥ provinces, a perfon that you at prefent upbraid 
“ as a heedlefs giddy young fellow. In fhort, I 
** have adtcd as I ought to have done. That you 
“ fhould acknowledge this, I do not defire; but I 
w reaOy wilh to fee you convinced of it. Our 
“ union fhould be grounded on a reciprocal and 
“ boundlefs confidence. If you are unwilling to 
“ grant me yours, remember at lead that I am not 
* to be led like a machine. I therefore retire, 

“ not through an ill-judged delicacy, but becaufe 
“ I can be of no ufe to you, and that I know per- 
“ fons to whom I can be of great ufe, and who 
“ place unbounded confidence in me. 

“ Now to the point ; l can inform you, that laft 
“ night I brought my grand plan to a fiate of matu- 
** rity. Mark me therefore : fince I have quitted 
" die government of my provinces, great things 
** have been the objects of my labors, letters , and con- 
w ferences. For this week paft I have had here ( at 
u Caffel ) fever alprivatt interviews with the P — C— 

“ of 
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« H — C — (Prince Charles of Hefle Caffel, 
brother-in-law to the King of Denmark). ** All 
“ this taken together has enabled me to fulfil the 
“ following promiles, provided I am treated as I 
•* think I am entitled to he." 

Thefe promifes of Knigge are nearly the fame 
as thole already mentioned in his letter to Cato- 
Zwack. He adds, however, fome few points that 
are effential; for example, he does not only pro- 
mile to difeover to the Illuminees the real objeS tf~ 
Mafonry and of the Rojicrucians, but to make it a part 
of the higher degrees of JVeifhaupt's myfteries. This 
addition is not an indifferent indication on the oc- 
cult myfteries of Mafonry. Without having been 
a Roficrucian, Pi>/7o- Knigge had long applied to 
their myfteries before his admiftion into Illuminilm. 
He had ftudied them as Commander and Knight 
Templar , but had not been able to dive into their 
laft myfteries. It was referved to Bode, to that 
man known by all Germany to have been one of 
their moft zealous and learned Mafons, to initiate 
Knigge in thefe myfteries ; and we mult hence con- 
clude, that few of the brethren were acquainted 
with them ; but no fooner are they difeovered to 
Philo, than he conceives them to be worthy of being 
blended with thofe ofWeilhaupt. Thefe occult 
myfteries, therefore, of the Rolicrucians can fall 
little Ihort c* the baneful machinations of Illumi- 
nifm ; and all that jealoufy that ftill rages between 

the 
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'the Roficrucians and Illuminees may be (aid to be 
only a rivallhip for hireling primacy. No longer 
do I pretend to difpute with Brother Dupe on the 
exiftence of thefe hideous myftcries ; on the con- 
trary, I will compliment him on his (till having fuf- 
ficient virtue left to be refufed admiflion ; but I will 
inlift on the abfolute neceflity and duty of abandon- 
ing an aflociation that can have nurtured the abo- 
minable and impious plots the difcovery of which 
is the caufe of fo much exultation in thefe arch- 
confpirators. 

On the fame conditions Knigge promifcs Weif- 
iaaupt to di/cover to the Order certain fecrets of Na- 
*Mre t fecrets (fays he) at once ajionijhing, marvellous t 
aaLnd productive , and all this without being mira- 
cles*.” He alfo (pecifies the means by which the 
Illuminees are to acquire power and wealth; it is 
* liberty and a licence to trade in Denmark , Holjlein , 
other fates % with the neceffary funds for the en~ 
tcrprize. In lhort, his promifes againft the Roli- 
G *~ucians is accompanied with the promife of a 
powerful party againft the Jefuifts f. 

This letter remained in his port- folio until his 
return from CaiTel to Brunfwick ; he there conti- 
nues it on the 10th of March: “ TheD — F — of 
“ B— , (Duke Ferdinand of Brunfwick) has called 
* me to this town to confer with me on different 

* Erflaanlich and eintritglich, obgleich keine wander. 

t Eine machtige parthey gegen jefuiten. 

Vol.IV. P 
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“ fubjedfcs. I will fay more of this on a future 
“ occafion, let us revert to the moft preffing bu- 
** finefs. I have already faid it, and I repeat it 
** again without any difguife, here are my condi- 
" tions : If you reftore me to your confidence, all 
“ will be terminated, and this whole bufinels re- 
, ** mains a fecret between us. From this inftant • 
“ I not only engage to attach myfelf ftronger than 
«* ever to the Order, but I alfo promife and gua- 
** rantee to it a power of which it can have no 
“ conception. 

“ Should you refufe to rely on me, from tha^ 
** inftant our union is diffolved ; I eredt another" 
“ fociety on much ftronger bonds. But n<^ 
“ threats. Think of it and weigh it coolly.” 

Knigge alfo takes time to refledt j and on the 
26th of March he continues from Neuterhaufen : 

" I am here again. . . Once more I fay, if you 
“ know your own inter eft the world is ours ; if not, 

“ may the confequences of your fcandalous pro- 
<c ceedings fall upon you. But no j I ftill rely 
<c on your prudence, fate leads us admirably. I 
“ have great things before me ; I have prodigi- 
“ ous ones in view. — It is in your power to par- 
“ take of them. I have not as yet taken a fingle 
** ftep againft you. I hope your condudt will 
“ give me reafon to write to Athens , that I had 
“ formed a wrong opinion of you.” 
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t)A the 27th of the fame month another poft- 
fcript in the following terms : “ I was juft going 
** to fend my letter, when I received this Order, 

“ which you fend me by F. . . Oh ! you ought 
** not to have taken fuch a ftep. You wilh then 
“ to drive me to all extremities ? Upon my word 
“ you will gain nothing by it. Reflect on the * 
u importance, I may venture to fay, that I have 
' ** given to your affociation. Were I now to dif- 

“ cover to certain perfons your whole hiftory, 

“ and your principles Jo dangerous for the world , 
te and declare that I was obliged to moderate 
'* them by every means in my power, who 
<c would not ftiun you ? fVbat is your degree of 
r Epopt in comparifon with your means of at- 
** taming a good objeff (that is to fay in compa- 
* c rifon to the principle, all means are good when 
<e the end is good?) What is it, I fay, when 
K compared with your fcandalous injuftice to- 
u wards Wolter and Levelling ? O ! what are 
w men ? Good God ! were you a Jefuit yourfelf ? 
w I tremble to think of it j but lhould that be 
“ the cafe all Hell lhould not fave you from my 
1 « daws.” 

Loft poftfeript of the 31ft : “ Do not hurry 
“ yourfelf to anfwer me. Cato may tranfmit cer- 
“ tain things to you that may make you change 
“ your mind. Take care ofyourfelfr^iv ne cadas. 

P 2 « Yen- 
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“ Vengeance is a thing that I (hall with great dif- 
“ ficulty refill 

All thefe letters depiCt Knigge as an adept de- 
termined to withdraw l\imfelf at length from the 
• defpotifm of the modern Spartacus •, not indeed 
to abandon his plots, but in order to lay the bads 
of new aflociations of Confpirators : In the midft 
of all thefe broils, it is worthy of remark, that 
the injured competitor in his letters to Weiihaupt 
and to Zwack intermixes anfwers and advice on 
every thing that can tend to propagate the Order. 

In his poltfcript of the 26 th of March, forgetting 
on a fudden all his anger againft Weiihaupt, he 
informs him, that Brother Accatius folicits letters 
of recommendation and directions to the Brethren, 
of Italy for another adept who is going to lecomS 
Brother Hannibal in his million to thole countries^* 
“ This affair (fays Knigge) is of the highelt im— - 
" portance to the Order j for our man is an ex- - 
** cellent Scrutator ; and I do alfurc you that Ipe- 
“ cial good news is come relating to the Monks 
tc of Italy.” Moll certainly, difeontented Monks 
of the damp of Dom Gerles might be found 
there ; but before they could be enrolled an arti- 
cle of the Code which excludes them from the 
Order was to be difpenfed with. As I have al- 

* Original Writings, Vol. II. Lett. 1, a, and 3, from 
PbiU. 

ready 
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ready obferved, however, Knigge was always lefs 
fcrupulous than Weiftiaupt on the article of excep- 
tions. In thefe fame letters he warns the Areo- 
pagites to pay particular attention to the affairs of 
the Order at Vienna ; and informs them, that he 
has important news from that country j and with 
refpedt to Poland, though he may be acquainted 
with no perfon who could forward the federation, 
he had people at leaft in Livonia. And in his offi- 
cial reports we find that he had a miffionary in 
that part of Ruflia, who from Jo great a diftance 
perhaps might not fend his Quibus Licets exactly and 
monthly but who would labor for the Order per- 
haps with more fuccefs than any of its Apoftles *. 

Such tendernefs for the welfare of the Order, 
and zeal for the propagation of its plots, evidently 
demonffrates that Knigge, fo far from abandoning 
it, expetted to rc-afliirpd his former rank. It ap- 
pears ftill clearer in the letter he wrote to Cato 
by the very fame poft, by which he had fent all 
his menaces to Weilhaupt : “ I have great views 
•** indeed for our Order, and that makes me for- 
“ get all the injuries I have received from Spar- 
“ tacus. I do not wilh him to own that he is 
“ in the wrong, but only that he Ihould know 
“ that the fault lies with him.” The letter ends 
by conftituting Cato judge of the conteft f. Weif- 

• Aberer wird wiirken wie noch keiner gewiirkt hat, 
f Woriiber fie, befster Cato ! Richter feyn mogen. 

P 3 haupt 
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haupt needed no more to convince him that thia 
warfare would terminate to his advantage. He 
did not wilh to lofe Philo, but (till lefs could he 
hear him as a rival. “ If Philo (Weifhaupt fays 
** to Zwack) will return to me, and confcfi that 
** he is in the wrong, he will find me fuch as I for-. 
*' merly was in his regard. But for your part 
ft do not fhow the leaft eagernefs to reclaim him. 
(C I wifh to prove to him that I can do without 
** him; his vanity mult not be flattered; he 
** wants to be entreated ; and it is exadtly for 
* c that reafon that he fhould not be entreated.-—! 
<f If he has the good of the caufe at heart, he will 
** return of his own accord, and I wifi receive him 
** with open arms 

The good of the caufe, as Weifhaupt calls it 
(that is, the propagation and triumph of Illumi- 
nifm with all its impious plots), was evidently as 
dear to Knigge as to himfelf. This mutual bias 
to crime reconciled them together again, at leaft, 
for a fpace of time fufficient to acquire for Illu- 
minifm the greater part of that authority which 
Knigge had promifed to the Areopagites. It is 
true, that he tells us he had obtained his difmif- 
fion, and an honorable teftimony of his feryices. 
It may be a fact that he received his difmiflion, 
as he fays, pn the exprefs conditions, that he would 

♦ Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. 2^ 

never 



HISTORICAL PART. 


never undertake any thing detrimental to the in- 
terefts or plans of the Illuminces j that he would 
keep a profound file nee with refpeCt to the fecrets 
of the Brethren; that he would never do anyt. 
thing that could commit the luperiors, and not 
even lo much as name them * ; but certain it is, 
that the date coincides with the time of the dis- 
coveries made at Munich, which muft have in- 
duced him to take fuch precautions as he judged 
neceffary to avoid being implicated with the other 
chiefs of the Illuminees. He declares that he re- 
ceived his conge on the firft of June 1784, and the 
firft decrees ifiued by the Elector of Bavaria 
againft Secret Societies bear date of the twenty- 
fecond of the fame month. Four months after 
we fee Philo- Knigge mentioned by Weilhaupt as 
an adept, without the lead allufion to his retreat, 
and this may create fomc doubt at leaft as to the 
date. Whatever may have been the cafe, four- 
teen months elapfed from the time of their grand 
difputes, till that when Knigge declares he broke 
off all connexion with the Illuminees. Here- 
after we fhall fee what is to be underftood by 
this pretended dereliction of his former Bre- 
thren. It is however certain, that during thofc 
fourteen months, he but too well entitled him- 
felf to the gratitude of the SeCt by the new 
fervices he rendered, and more particularly by his 

* Seine obern weder zu nennen noch zu cempromittiren. 

P 4 intrigues 
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intrigues with Bode, by means of which he con- . 
fum mated Weilhaupt’s plan of confederation or of 
intrufion in all the Lodges of Germany. 

Thefede- The grand obftade to thefe plans was the jea- 
oftSe louf V Roficrucians, of the Brethren oft he StriS 

Mafons Ofyervance, and of the Pbilaletes , calling themfelves 
minees* 1 * the Thcofophical Illuminees. But the acquifition of 
corninu- Bodej Kniggc’s frequent vifits to their Highnefles 
the Duke Ferdinand of Brunfwick and the Prince 
Charles of Heflc-Caffel; the manner in which he 
impofed on thefe two chiefs of German Mafonry; 
the influence acquired by Philo through the means 
of Bode over the Commiflaries who were named 
at Wilhemfbaden to frame the laws, are circum- 
ftances more than fufficient to account for his fuc- , 
ccfs in fpite of fuch numerous opponents. When 
Bode was thoroughly convinced that Illuminifm, 
lo far from being an invention of Jefuits and 
Priefts, was no other than a molt determined con- 
fpiracy againft Princes and the Priefthood, which 
he equally hated } when he beheld the means of 
it developing themfelves in the degrees of Epopt 
and of Regent , he then had no other view than to 
perform the promife he had made to Knigge, to 
dedicate his life entirely to the fervice of the Order, 
and particularly to have its interefts at heart in the 
framing of the new Code. Never was promife 
more religioufly kept, nor attended with greater 
fuccels. With refpeft to thofe Brethren whole an- 
tique 
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tique myfteries perpetually recalled to their minds 
Equality and Liberty, nothing could be more 
feducing than Knigge’s circular letter on EcleSlive 
or Eletiive Mafonry. Many Lodges had of their 
own accord acceded to his federation. Bode in- 
troduced its laws into the new Mafonic Ritual - 
It was on feeing thefe laws that the Mafon who 
beft forefaw their confequences exclaims, in the 
bitteroefs of his heart: “Oh my Brethren ! At 
ft what point fhall I begin, or where lhall I end, 

“ when I fpeak to you of that Bode known 
“ among the Illuminees by the name of Amelius ? 

“ Judge, my Brethren, of the important, I would 
“ fay difaftrous fervices he went to render them; 

“ he, who has been in habits of intimacy with fo 
“ many of our Brethren ; he who had taken fo 
u great a lead in moft of our general meetings ; 

“ he who, under an affedlation of good nature 
** and of German uprightnefs, concealed a heart 
“ replete with the molt heinous impiety, and a 
“ frantic enthufiafm for Naturalifmj he again 
“ who had taken offence at the Brethren of the 
“ Strift Objervance becaufe they had not fatiated 
“ his ambition. What an acquifition in all re- 
“ fpedts was this man for the Illuminees ! — 

“ His firft efforts were directed againft us. He 
“ adted where Knigge could not gain admittance. 

“ It was through his means that the Illuminees 
gained their ajcendency in the new JyJlem that was 

“ to 
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“ to ' have been eftablijbed at Wilhcmjbaden j that they 
** gained admittance into our Directories and that 
“ they Jucceeded in fraternizing with the greater part 
“ of our Brethren of the Strict Obferaance. His 
r< Infinuator Knigge had left him no alternative 
" but to bring over Freemafonry to this unfortu- 
“ nate alliance, or to crufh the Brotherhood. To 

the aftonifhment and grief of every true Mafon, 
“ it was by the combined efforts of Bode and 
" Knigge, that the greater part of th« Lodges 
** throughout Germany were tainted and infe&ed 
* c with this baneful Illuminifm V 

I often meet with fimilar avowals and laments* 
tions in the different letters and memorials that 
I have received from German Malons, heretofore 
zealous for the honour of their Brotherhood, but 
now lamenting the intrufion of the Bavarian peft 
among them. Some few Lodges, however, held 
out againft it. That of Berlin, called of the Three 
Globes , in 1783, publilhed a circular letter, ana- 
thematizing all Brethren who fhould pretend to 
degrade Free-mafonry fo as to transform it into 
a fociety of men confpiring againft their God and 
their country. Whether this Lodge had not been 
initiated into the laft myfteries of the Roficru- 
cians and other confpiring degrees, or whether 

• Difcourfc of a Matter on the ultimate fate of Freema- 
fonry, 
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this anathema was but a (ham, the circular letter 
had but little effect. The intrufion continued, 
and became To general, thac the iiluminizing Sett 
in its inftruttions to the Directing Illuminecs makes 
uie of the following formidable expreflions : — 
** Of all the legitimate Lodges in Germany , there is 
“ only one that has not coalefced with our Supe - 
** riors, and this Lodge has been obliged to fuf- 
ff pend its labours 

.This declaration does not imply that the greater 
number of the Brethren were already illuminized, 
but only denotes that the Superiors, whether Mas- 
ters, Wardens , or Treafurers, of almoft every Lodge 
had entered into the federation with Weifliaupt. — 
But what an awful afpett does this fubterraneous 
power prelent ! A multitude of emilTaries and 
agents difperfed throughout the tenebrous rccefles 
of Mafonry. The Superiors once gained over, 
the Lodges would make but a feeble and fhort 
refinance. 

The greater part of thefe fuccefles were to be 
attributed to Pi>/7o-Knigge ; neither did he hide 
thofe pretenfions that could indicate the rival. — 
Weilhaupt could not brook the moft diftant ap- 
pearance of rivality j new coptefts arofe between 
the two chiefs. Knigge at length abandoned, or 
pretended to abandon, the Order. It does not 

* Dfgrfc of Direltjjig Illuminee, $e£L j, No. 5. 

appear 
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appear that Weiftiaupt fliowed the leaft regret. 
His power Teemed to be built on foundations that 
could not be lhaken by any ftorm : — it was no 
longer confined to a corner of Germany *. The 
Danube and the Rhine could no longer bound ir. 
In the North and the F.aft he had his emiffaries, in 
Holland, Poland, and Livonia')’. His apoftles in* 
the South had already advanced from Milan to 
Venice On the Weft he was beginning his 
attacks on France by the way of Strafbourg | . 
But juft at this period was preparing that ftorm 
which in the annals of the Se<ft fhall be called the 
Third Epoch. 

* That the reader may form a clear and predfe idea of 
the manner in which thefe different Lodges and llluminees 
on their feveral millions correfponded with their chiefs I 
think it right to fubjoin the Geographical and Political 
Chart of the Sell, fuch as it was drawn out by Knigge in 
the Original Writings. I know this plate only comprehends 
Germany, and that without the Auftrian Provinces, “ be- 
caufe (fays Knigge) the Brethren of thefe Provinces have peti- 
tioned to have a feparate Rational Director.” But every reader 
can apply a fimiiar one to any other Hate. To complete it, 

I have added Weifliaupt in dire& communication with the 
Areopagitcs, and the latter with the National Dirc&ors. — 
A very flight infpettion will fufficc to fhow, how inftrudtions, 
communications, Sec. pafs to and from the General, down to 
the Scotch Directories, and from the latter to the lowed in* 
dividual of Illuminifm. 

f Philo’s Bericht. 

I See Juridical Depofitions made at Munich. 

B Orig. Writ. Vol. II. Let. 23, to Cato, 28 Jan. 1783. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Third Epoch of ffluminifm. 

Difcovery of the Sell. 

It was not without reafon that Weifliaupt had 
exprefled his apprehenfions as to the precipitate 
manner in which Knigge had admitted fo many 
candidates to the myfteries of the Sedt : on the 
other hand, Knigge might with equal reafon up- 
braid Weifhaupt with want of prudence in recom- 
mending to the adepts fuch books as thofe pub- 
lifhed under the name of Boulanger; and thus 
difdoling his Atheifm previous to the laft myfte- 
• ries*. But fuccefs had fo emboldened Weifliaupt, 
that .he kept no farther referve on the fcore of The < 
religion, even with his Minerval fcholars ; and fo uj um 
early as the year 1781, the court of Bavaria en- 
tertained fomc fufpicions of this new Sedt. It had 
even ordered certain inquiries to be made; but 
the Uluminees had art enough to baffle thefe in- 
quelts f . Left, however, any inquiries fhould at Weif 
any future time take place, Weifliaupt bethought 
himfelf of making the Eledtor the tutelary adept P reve 

inga 

procc 

• Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. 2, from Philo to Cato. 
f Ibid. Let. 1, from EpiBttut. 
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of his confpiracies. “ I am of opinion (would 
“ he write to his Areopagites) that, in order to 
" ftrengthen ourfelves, you fhould fend a depu- 
c ‘ tation to the Elector, to offer him the Protec- 
“ torate of the Eclectic Lodges. The Brethren 
«* Ulyjfes , Apollo , and fomc others of the moft 
" diftinguilhed members, even Celfus for inftance, 
“ might be deputed for this purpofe. Should 
“ the Prince accept it, we lhall be effectually 
ct Ikreened from any future perfecution, and no- 
** body will then be afraid of joining you, or of 
“ frequenting your Lodges 

The reader may eafily judge how fuch a depu- 
tation would have been received by the Eleftor, 
when he is informed of the manner in which he 
had formerly received a fimilar propofition while 
redding at Martheim. One of his minifters at 
that time, under a far more plaufible pretence, 
propofed to him to call to his court the moft 
famous Philofophers of the day, and to grant 
penfions to thefe pretended great men, after the 
example of Lewis XIV. who had been the pro- 
tector of the learned men of his age. The glory 
of fuch an undertaking feemed at firft to flatter 
the Prince j but on confulting men of real learn- 
ing he loon perceived that fuch a meafure would 
only end in multiplying a Sedl equally inimical 

• Orig. Writ. Let. i, to Efiftttu, 7th Feb. 1783. 

to 
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to their God and their country? and Charles 
Theodore would no longer hear of the Prote&or- 
fliip of Philofophifm. This anecdote was fent to 
me by a perfon who heard it from the very 
minifter that had made the propofition to the 
Elector. 

It is not underftood how the court of Munich 
acquired its firft knowledge refpefting Illuminifm j 
the information it received was not fufficiendy ex- 
plicit indeed to dcfcribe the fpirit of the Sc£t, but 
it gave a general idea of the danger of fecrct 
focieties. On the zad of June 1784, His Elec- 
toral Highnefs publilhed an Edid abfolutely for- 
bidding all Jecret communities, Jocieties, and confra- 
ternities, other than thofe by law eftablilhed. The 
uncontaminatcd Mafons fhut up their Lodges j the 
Uluminized Mafons, who had many of their adepts 
about the court, thought themfelves ftrong r enough 
to bid defiance to the Edift, and continued their 
meetings. A work publilhed by Mr. Babo, a Pro- 
feffor at Munich, entitled The firfi IVarning on 
Free-majonry , began to difdofe more clearly the 
plans of the new adepts. Soon after the Count 
Joleph Torring made a more vigorous attack on 
them. The Illuminees not only wrote apologies 
ip anfwer to thefe attacks, but fet many other en- 
gines to work, the artifice of which cannot be 
better deferibed than by Wcilhaupt’s own letters 
to his adepts. 

S 


“ Liften 
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“ Liften for a moment to my advice,” he 
writes on the 18 th Dec. 1784. “If any inquiry 
“ be fet on foot, I am of opinion that none of the 
“ Chiefs fhould fuffer themfelves to be led into 
“ the detail and particulars of the Order j and 
** they muft pofitively declare, that no power on 
“ earth fhould force them to make any difeove- 
“ ries excepting to the Eleflor perfonally: the 
<c two degrees of the higher myfteries fhould then 
“ be fubmitted to him. At leaft fuch fhall be the 
“ line of condudt which I will hold, if ever I am 

called upon. You will then fee what a happy 
“ turn our affairs will take. You have read what 
“ Brother D . . . thought of the firft degree. I am 
“ certain the Eleftor will view it in the fame 
** light. I place all my hopes in the goodnefs of 
** my caufe. Boldly and without the leaft ap- 
“ prehenfion, I can declare beforehand, that if I 
" am to fall it fhall be in an honourable manner, 
“ though it were to coft me my head. Deport 
“ yourfelvcs in the fame manner, and inftil cou- 
“ rage into the others. This is an admirable op- 
“ portunity for lhowing your magnanimity j do 
“ not let it pafs by without avail. I have men- 
" tioned my plan for the Eledtor to Brother 
“ Cromwell , and he augurs fortunately from it : — 
“ but he very well knows that fuch a meafure 
“ will only be reforted to in the laft extre- 
« mity.” 




What 
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What an extraordinary mode of defence muffc • 
this appear to thofe who do not know that thefe 
two degrees which he intended to (how to the 
Elector were the corrected ones, fuch as he had pre- 
pared for Princes and certain other candidates who 
would have been difgufted with them in their real 
ftate. Sometimes the whole of that part relating 
to the myfteries, and the difcourfes of the Hiero- 
phants, were retrenched, and nothing but the idle 
ceremonial preferred. A fecond letter of Weif- 
haupt’s to his Areopagites dated the ad February 
1785, will more clearly explain the whole of this 
artifice. ** My Brethren (he fays), the ftep you 
« are going to take is proper, and fuch as the 
•* circumftances require. The Memorial of our 
« Menelaus (Werner, Counfellor at Munich) is 
<f very fine and very judicious. I only wilh you 
« to add, that you will (how your degrees to no- 
« body but to the Eleftofj and thofe that may 
*« be fubmitted to his infpeftion are — ift, The 
*« Novice ; adly. The Minerval ; jdly, The Minor 
«« Illuminee. [Not a bene, that the words duvmfter 
“ mbncb (ftupid monk) are to be changed into 
“ dummfter menfcb (ftupid men]. 4thly, The Ma~ 

“ jor Illuminee entire, except thefe words, which 
«* you will efface : the Priefts and bad Princes are 
“ in our way. 5thly, The DireRing Illuminee ; but 
“ in this degree you will only lhow the cercmo- 
« nial of the reception, and my difeourfe ; not a 
Vol.IV. “ word 
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,f t cord of tbe rtft. 6thly, The degree of Prieft 
f * or Epcpt j here you will only /bow oar imjtruc- 
“ tions that relate to fciences ; and you will car^uSy 
“ read tbofe every left any allufton or rrfereuce to tbe 
“ reft Jbould fubfift. 

«* As all the packets for Epbeftu (Ingolftadr) 
“ are opened> I plainly fee that I am the perion 
“ at whom they aim. To-morrow I will write to 
(t Alfred (the minifter Seinlheim) ; and chat letter 
“ will inform the court beforehand how I mean to 
“ behave on this occafion. Openly declare to die 
“ Elector, that tbe Order is a produce of bis own 
“ JlateSy and that I am tbe author ef it. Then the 
“ whole affair will turn upon me ; but I am much 
“ miftaken if they will proceed to a pcrfbnal in- 
“ queft until they have further proofs, which can 
“ only be acquired by opening the letters. Show 
“ yourfelvcs great, firm, and undaunted. \[y con- 
“ duct will prove to you what I can be. In the 
“ initruction for the degree of Epopt take great 
“ care of the part due relates to Htdory ; leave 
v * nothing that can lead to tbe difesvery of tbe theft 
committed on tbe Archives.” 

He U Jii- AU this artifice, however, proved ufelels. The 
wddii 1 coUl t had acquired fufficienc proofs to take fuch 
milled, Heps againit the hero of the Soft as prudence 
might require. A few days after lie had w r i tten 
thde inltructious to his Areopagices, he was dii- 
miflcJ from h.s chair of Prutdlor of Laws in die 

6 Urt- 
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Univerfity of Ingolftadt j only, however, 9s a fa- 
mous Mafter of Lodges , and as difobedient to the 
£di& fuppreffing all fecret focieties. The myfte- 
ries of his Lodge had not yet tranipired ; it was 
only known, that feveral members of his IUumi- 
nifm, difgufted with his doctrines or his plans, had 
abandoned his Lodges as early as 1783. Among 
others were to be found Cosandey a Prieft, and 
the Abbe Renner, both of them Profeffors of 
the Litter a bumaniores at Munich. But, great as 
might be the horror which they had conceived 
of what they had feen of the Se£t without having 
attained the grand myfteries, it does not appear 
that they had as yet taken any Heps againft it j at 
lead they had not given fuch details as might direct 
the arm of the law. On the 30th March 1785, juridical 
however, they received a fummons from His Elec- 
toral Highnefs, and from the Bifhop of Freyfin- two Ulu- 
guen, to appear before the Tribunal of the Ordi- “^ee*. 
nary, and there to declare whatever they might 
have obferved in the Se£t of Illuminees contrary 
to religion and good morals. Nobody, even then, 
had the lead idea that the confpiracy was pointedly 
directed againft the government. Mcflrs. Co- 
fandey and Renner made their depofitions, the 
one on the 3d the other on the 7th of April fol- 
lowing. I mult give extracts from both, though 
perfectly agreeing with each other. That made 
by Mr, Cofandey is more ample on the principles 
Qjz of 
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of the Uluminees, while Mr. Renner dcfcends 
more particularly into their conftitution and the 
education of their pupils. I (hall therefore begin . 
by an extratt from the latter j and then revert to 
that made by Mr. Cofandey. 

Juridical Defofiiicn made by the Prcftjfor RennXR. 
on the Illuminets. 

After having Rated the orders he had received 
to appear before the Tribunal, and the fbbjett on 
Which he was to give evidence, Mr. 'Renner be- 
gins by declaring that 

** The Order of the Uluminees muft be diftin- 
*« guithed from that of the Free-mafons. But 
M this diftin&ion is a fecret to mere Mafons, as 
* well as to Uluminees of the Mincrval degree. 
** I Was mylelf in the dark refpefting it, until, 
** after a long trial, they thought proper to ad- 
“ vance me to the degree of Minor Illuminee y the 
“ firft degree in which they take the name of 
** Ilhtminee. I was even conftituted Superior over 
** a fmall number of the Brethren.” 

Here the deponent, who thought he was to be- 
come a Mafon on his firft entrance into the Sett, 
learns that he is not yet one j and tells us, that 
many of the Brethren had complained heavily 
that they had not been admitted as yet to the /»- 
termediary Degrees. He himfelf is admitted to 
them, and docs not find them fatisfattory : but he 
5 adds, 

i h 
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** The advantage I reaped from them wa$, that I , 
c « difcovered the benefits which the Order derived 
«* from Free-ma(bnry. The Iliuminees fear no- 
** thing fo much as to be known under that name. 

“ They afiume the cloak of Mafonry, only be- 
* c cauf^ they believe themfelves more fecure whfn 
" mafked under the appearance of an afiociation 
«* that is looked upon as infignificant.— -The Ma- 
** fonic Lodges, according to their exprefiion, 

“ only contain the drofs of the people (der trofs 
“ von leuten) or the bulk of the army, among 
“ whom a few perfons may be found, that may 
“ look upon themfelves as very happy, after 
K long and fevere trials, to be fecretly admitted 
“ into the fanftuary of the Order. All the other 
“ Frce-mafons, Apprentices, Fellow-crafts, and 
** Matters, are to content themfelves with idle 
u ceremonies, and remain under the yoke, either 
** becaufc their eyes are not ftrong enough to bear 
** the light, or becaufe their love for the Order, 

*« and their fecrecy, two efiential requifites in 
“ every adept, cannot be fufficiently depended 
“ on. When once they are condemned to linger 
“ in obfeurity, they can never have hopes of 
“ rifing to the myfteries; and this is expretted by 
the fuperiors in the following fentence. Ex in - 
«* femo nulla efi Redemptio. 

tr Meantime thefe Mafons, without knowing 
** it, are under the dire&ion of the Iliuminees, 

0^3 “ who 
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K who reap great advantages from their reputa- 
** tion and their riches. Thefe men (fay the Su- 
fC periors) are Efficiently recompenfed by being 
“ admitted to converfe with the adepts of light, 
** and to learn enough from fuch converfations to 
“ appear enlightened to the prophane. 

“ The Illuminees, who at firft only Ihow 
** themfelves under the appearance of a literary 
“ fociety, gave themfelves the following confti- 
f< tution : Their Order is fubdivided into differ- 
* f ent claffes, called degrees , becaufe the light 
“ expands itfelf according to thefe claffes. — The 
« firft degree is a fort of Noviciate, though 
** every perfon reported as infmuated , and rc- 
c< commended by fome member of the Order as 
** worthy of being admitted, muft have been 
tf prepared and inltruitcd to a certain point by 
« his Infinuator or Recruiter. It is a conftant 
“ rule in the Order, that every Candidate (hould 
(t undergo a year’s trial, that his Infinuator may 
« obferve him accurately, according to the 
« regulations of the Order, and in a Shtibus Licet 
“ draw an exaft picture of his perfon, his charac- 
“ ter, his talents, and his conduit. If the Can- 
« didate is judged to be worthy, he is admitted 
* c into the clafs of Preparations . — In my time 
« there were two of this nature, called Churches. 
« Each was directed by four men, forming what 
t* was called the Magifiracy, They were the Su~ 

" perior t 

t 
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“ peirior, the Cenfor, the ’treajurer , and the Se- 
“ cretary j and all thefe were adepts of higher de- 
€t grees. We. held at leaft one meeting every 
“ month, at which all the members of the fame 
*5 Church were to attend, to give their Superiors 
** a fealed letter directed Quibus Licet, Soli, or 
** Primo, containing an exadt ftatement of the 
“ conduct, difeourfe, &c. of thofe whom they 
“ had obferved during the month. 

u No member is difpenfed from thele Shtibus 
“ Licet s, which afeend from Degree to Degree, 
** and are only opened by thofe who have a right 
“ to read them. The other occupations of the 
tf meeting were, after fome ceremonies, to read 
“ the ftatutes, a few paffages from the ancient 
K Philofophers, and a difeourfe on various fub- 
** jedts, compofcd by the different members in 
“ rotation. As the Brethren in general do not 
like religion, the greater liberty the writer ufes 
** on that fubjedt, he is the more applauded, and 
«« acquires a higher reputation of being enlighten- 
*■* ed. Sometimes, however, the prefence of 
«* certain brethren, either feeble as yet, or not to 
** be entirely depended upon, caufe the Superiors 
« c at fuch ledtures to give figns of apparent dif- 
“ iarisfadtion. It would be a violent breach of 
f* their policy to give way to intemperate lan- 
guage, and to exprefs the principles of the 
0*4 !* Order 
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u Order too openly, as each member might look 
** upon fuch talk as a part of their fyftem. 

“ To avoid fufpicion, and to attain their ends 
“ more certainly, they hold weekly meetings, 
u whence all ceremony and conftraint is difearded. 
“ Here the pupils hold deputations among them**' 
“ lelves on all forts of fubje&s. It is on thefe' 
“ occafions that the fuperiors, and thofe who’ 
“ have imbibed the true principles of the Order, 
“ fneer at what they call Religious Prejudices ; for 
cf in their language every thing that can obftruCt 
«« their views are prejudices. It is then that by 
“ means of the moft feducing fubterfuges they 
** reprefent their principles in fuch poignant 
« language, that the moft timid, encouraged by 
« their example, and purified from all draft and 
« religious prejudice, become perfedly like the 
« reft. He that can withftand fuch artifice is a 
“ man loft in the eyes of the Order. 

** That which made the greateft imprefiion on 
« f me, among the Illuminees, was certainly 
** their method of binding down their adeptt 
<f and fubduing their minds. They extoll 
** the greatnefs and power of the Order; they 
<c fpeak of its dignity with the utmoft refpett; 
“ they ftun you with the moft magnificent pro- 
“ miles, and afifure you of the protection of great 
« f perfonages ready to do every thing for the ad- 
** vancement of its members at the rccommcnda- 
“ tion of the Order; till at length each pupil 

really 
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** really confiders, or appears to confider, the in- 
“ tereft of Illuminifin as his own, and views all 
“ the propofitions and orders he receives from 
“ his iiiperiors as duties which he has to fulfill. 

“ -Should a popil under this idea have the misfor- 
“ tune to declare, in a Quibus Licet , a Primo, or 
“ a Soli, fome mifcondudt of his own, or fome 
“ fee ret that he has beep entrufted with or that 
“ he has extorted from any body, the unhappy 
“ confident, is loft to hirafel£ for he thenceforth 
“ belongs wholly to the Sedt. When once they 
** have thus tied him down, they afliime a very 
** different tone with him. They care very 
“ little about him j * He may abandon us (they 
“ fay), we ftand in no farther need of him.’ 

** —I' do not think, that any one has yet dared or 
“ will ever dare to (how the leaft difeontent, much 
“ left a defire to quit the Order j efpecially if he 
“ refledks on the diftatorial threat. It Jball be in 
“ vain for any prince to pretend to Jave -him who 
“ Jball dare to betray us *. ^ 

“ They feledt their pupils with great caution, 
tc and only entice into their Order thofe whom 
“ they think can be ufeful to the attainment of 
“ their ends. Statefmen, perfons diftinguilhed by 
** rank or fortune, archivifts, counfellors, fe- 
“ cretaries, clerks, profeffors, abbes, prccep- 
“ tors, phyficians, and apothecaries, are always 
** welcome candidates to the Order. 

* Kein Fiirft Kann den fchiitten der ons verrith. 

« The 
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« The degree of Major Ulummee is, if I m 
“ make ufc of fuch an expreffion, a fchool 
«* which the candidate is trained like a true, Ski 
« bound*.” 

Here the deponent relates their method 
watching their adepts, and of deferibing bo 
them and the prophane. He alfo mentions lot 
few of the thoufand or fifteen hundred queftio 
that are to be anfwered on the chara&er, t 
habits, &c. of any perfon whom an adept 
ordered to ferutinize. He then continues : 

“ This method of enlightening the pupils J 
" ways goes on increafing in every degree. 

“ Brother may know thofe of his clafs and tho 
** of an inferior one ; but, unlefs his Superio 
“ have conferred on him the commiflion of D 
“ reftor, Vifitor, or Spy, all other adepts « 
“ in their language, invifible to him. This, wit! 
“ out doubt, is the point that conftitutes the gre 
* c ftrength of the Order. The chiefs, by tl 
“ method, watch an inferior without beii 
<c known j they know how far he is devoted 
“ the Order and true to his fecrecy j and a poi 
“ of ftill greater importance is, that in cafe 
“ any explofion, (of which they have been lo 
*' apprehenfive,) and on all occafions,they can ft 
“ port the brethren without any one entertaini 

the leaft fufpicion of their being conne&cd w 
* Wie die wahren fpurhunde abgerichtct werden. 

t 
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K the fyftem, fince they are unknown even to die 
** Brethren, and of courfe to the prophane. 

** There are men , and they may be eafily difcerned 
" who defend the Order (of Illuminifm) with great 
w Warmth , though they do not declare themfehes to 
** belong to it. Such conduct certainly deferves a 
** little animadvcrfion. Either thefe defenders 
** belong to the Order, or they do not j if they 
** do not, can they pretend to defend that which 
" they neither know nor have any poffibility of 
** knowing. If they belong to the Order, that 
** very circumftance renders them unworthy of be- 
^ lie£ though they fhould adduce as proofs fomc 
* few works thrown out to baffle any attempt to 
** inveftigate the plan of the Order, or fhould pro- 
•* teft on their words of honour when they fpeak fb 
“ highly in its praife. When a perfon comes fe- 
** rioufly to confxder the impoflibility of knowing 
“ any thing ofllluminifm but by being a member 
“ of it, and when we compare the many advan- 
" tages derived from their invifibility ; if we lhould 
“ be tempted to draw any conclufions on thefe de- 
“ fenders, we might (and that without reafoning 
w ill) fuppofe they belonged themfelves to the 
" Order, and to that particular fpecies of adept 
f * which the Illuminees term invifible *. 

After 




• Und zwar von iener art der verfchwundenen, wie man 
in dcr ordens fprachc nennt.— Were I to requelt certain 

Englifh 
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After haying thus given as much of the gene* 
ral plan of the Illuminees as he could know with- 
out having been admitted to the higher degrees, 
the Deponent comes to the principles which the 
Superiors wifh to inculcate in their pupils; and in 
the firft place he mentions the following, of which 
they have made a fort of proverb : 

Tous les Rois ct toas les Pretres 
Sont des Fripons ct des traitres*. 

With regard to Stiicide> the Superiors preach it 
to their brethren to prepare them for more tempeftu- 
ous times. M They have the art of reprefenting 
( ‘ filicide as fo eafy, and fo advantageous in cer- 
cc tain circumftances, that I Ihould not be for- 
<f prized (fays Mr. Renner) to fee fomc adept 

Englifh reviewers, and particularly Dr. Griffiths, or his «T' 
fiftants in the Monthly Review, to read and weigh this obfer- 
vetion of the German deponent, thofe gentlemen might per- 
haps wifh to retort it on me; but let them recoiled, that 
when men who have alTociated with robbers are feen to dc- 
pofe againd them, or when the writings of confpirators are 
produced in evidence, a perfon may eafily prove their crimi- 
nality without being an accomplice. But you. Gentlemen, 
who were not with them, yet pretend to prove their inno- 
cence, will your adertion invalidate the evidence of eye and 
car witneffes? If you are of their party, all that can be 
concluded from your denials is, that you are dill very faith- 
ful and much devoted to them, fince in their defence you re- 
fid the demondration of evidence. 

• All kings and all prieds are rafeals and traitors. 

“ carried 
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* carried away by the lure of a certain vohiptu- 
'<* oufncfs which they pretend to be peculiar td 
«* fuicide i and they even pretend to prove theif 
“ aflertions by examples. 

" But of all their deteftable principles the moft 
“ dangerous in my judgement is this : The end 
** jttftifies the means. In confequence of this mo- 
41 rality, and according to their constant 
w practice, the mere fufpicion that a man will 
“ at any future period be in a pofition to obftrutt 
" the views of the Order will be a fufficient reafon 
" to ealunuiiate him, however virtuous he may 

* be. They will cabal to drive one man out of 
44 bis place j they will poifon another j a third 
“ they will aflaffinate j in Ihort, they will do any 
** thing to attain their ends. Suppolc the crime 
** of the Utuminee fliould be difcovered, he al- 
** ways has the Patet-exitns as a refource. It is 
<* only a ball through the head, and he efcapes the 
“ rigour and ignominy of the law.” 

Mr. Renner next alludes to what the Sett calls 
its Moral Government or CommiJJion of Morals , or 
its Fifcal. *« This commiffion is a college formed 
“ of the moft able and honeft men, that is, in 
** their language; of men chiefly belonging to 
u the dafs of Invifibles , and who, enjoying the 
“ confidence of the fovereign, would, according 
w to the views of their commiffion, inform him 
** of the morals and honefty of each of his fub- r 

“ jetts ; 
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“ jedts; but, as probity is neceflary to fulfill the 
** divers ftations of the ftate, each perfon fhould 
** be prepared beforehand for the office he is to 
“ occupy. An admirable plan ! But fhould they 
<c ever accomplifh it, fhould their rule ever be 
“ adopted, what would become of all thofe men 
“ who did not belong to Illuminifm ? Happily, 
** the plan is difeovered in time ; otherwiie they 
* c might have verified what a Superior juft rc- 
** turned from vifiting a Superior of a higher 
** degree had foretold ; All the Tofts once properly 
“ filled in Jucceftion to each other , fhould the Order 
* c be compo/ed of but fix hundred members, no power 
u on earth could refift them." 

Mr. Renner finifhes by declaring, that he is 
unacquainted with the ultimate objedt of the Or- 
der; that the Superiors were perpetually talking 
of that, object, but never mentioned what it was. 
He believes it to be of the utmoft confequencc j 
but he leaves every one free to conceive, after 
what he has faid, how that objedt can accord with 
the civil and religious duties. He affirms on oath 
the particulars contained in the above declaration, 
and which he leaves written and figned by his own 
hand. 


juridical 
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Juridical Depofitions of Mr. Cosandey, 

2d April, 1785. 

My reafon for placing Mr. Renner’s depofition 
firft was, becaufe he is more explicit on the go- 
vernment of Illuminifm; while Mr. Cofandey 
chiefly dwells on the principles of the Se£t. 
After having fliown in a few words how Free- 
mafonry ferves as a cloak to the Sed, how the 
candidate is gradually fettered in the bonds of the 
Superiors, and how dangerous mull be a fervi- 
tude to men who from principle wifli to appear 
idlers though in the mod adive purfuits ; he pro- 
ceeds with the unfortunate Minerval to the degrees 
of Minor and Major llluminee. “ It is here (fays 
" he) that the pupil is a little further initiated 
“ into the fyftems of the Order. Light, how- 
“ ever, is imparted to him but flowly, and with 
all poflible precautions. He is here made ac- 
** quainted with a greater number of Adepts and 
w Under- Superiors; but the Chiefs always remain 
** imijtble. 

" In order to be advanced to the higher de- 
tc grees the candidate mull, in the language of 
“ the Sed, have got rid of all religious preju- 
**- dices, or at leaft he muft aflume the appearance 
« of one who has fo done when in the prelence of 
«•' his Superiors ; as no religictiijl (fuch is their ex- 

“ preflion) 
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“ prdfion) can be admitted to the higher de- 
“ grees*. 

“ The moil excellent Superiors are the peiions 
“ that give the ton in all thele degrees. Their 
“ orders, their maxims, their opinions, their 
doctrines, are the foul, the ftandard, the fpirit, 
“ the main fpring of this institution. The lower 
“ clafs of Superiors and Chiefs, are cunning 
knaves, and black and fyftematic villains, or 
** fometimes milled enthufiafts, fpurred on and 
“ abominably deluded by the others. As a proof, 
“ I will relate fome of their principles in the 
“ form of proverbs, which are never given in 
“ writing, but are perpetually inculcated in the 
“ adepts by thefe Superiors. 

“ I. When nature lays too heavy a burthen upon 
us, it is to fuicide that we are to apply for relief. 
** Patet Exitus. An llluminee, they would tell 
“ us, ihould make away with himfelf rather than 
** betray his Order; and they allb represent a 
«« fecrct voluptuoufnefs to be inherent to fuicide. 

" II. Nothing through reafon, every thing through 
** pajjion , is their fecond maxim. The end, the 
** propagation, and the advantage of their Order; 
“ fupplies in the minds of the adepts the place of 
“ God, country, and confciencc. Every thing 

• Dann kein Rtligitndr (es 1ft ihr aufdruck) wird in die 
huhere grad auf genommen. 


« that 
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** that obftru&s the progrefs of the Order is the 
u bkekeft treafon. 

** III. The end fanltifies tbi mans. Thus ca- 
" ltimny, poifon, aSTalfination, treafon, revolt, 
** wickednefs, and any thing that can lead to this 
** end, is laudable. 

** IV. No Prince can favi the man ivbo dares to 
** betray us. Things then are carried on in this 
** Order that are adverfe to the interests of 
** Princes; things that from their importance 
** might be discovered to Princes; fuch a difco- 
ft very (in the language of the Sett) would be 
w the blacked: treafon ; and the traitor is before- 
* hand threatened with vengeance. They mull 
“ allb have means of destroying their accufers 
“ with impunity; and fuch means are eafily fur- 
** ifiized. 

** V.- A\ U Kings and dll Priefis art rdfcals and 
u traitors ; and in another place. All Priefts are 
" bnavts. The total annihilation of religion, of 
rc the love of the country, and of princes, enters 
** into the plans of the Illuminees; becauSe (fay 
!* they) religion, as well as love of the country, 
* e and of princes, restrains the affettions of men 
M to particular States; and diverts them from the 
** more extenfive views of Illuminifm. 

** Among their plans I obferved one which they 
M called their moral Empire or Government. This 

government, which would throw the whole 

Vol. IV* R “ force 
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“ force of every ftate into the hands of their 
“ college or council of Illuminifm, would, without 
“ any appeal to the prince, name to all promotions* 
“ and grant or refofe all the favors of the ftate. 
**. By thefe means they would be entrufted with die 
“ abfolute right of definitively pronouncing on 
“ the honefty or the capability of each individual. 
“ By thefe means tcio all the prophane would be 
«* difcarded from the court .and other employ- 
“ mentsi and, to ufe their exprefiion, a' holy 
“ legion would furround the prince, mafter him* 
“ and dilate his edicts according to their own 
«* will and pleafure. This Regimen or Moral 
“ College, alfo called the Commiflion of Morals* 
« or the Fifcal (being a fort of exchequer chain* 
«* ber for the government of the people), would 
“ invert the Se£t with a moft formidable defpotic 
“ power over the four quarters of the globe, and 
“ would reduce fovcreigns to the defpicable ftate 
* c of mere phantoms, or of crowned Oaves.” 

This College, or Moral Regimen , will occur 
again in another juridical deport tion; and I will 
then explain how it fervcd to veil the future pro- 
jects of the SeCt for the diforganization and abfo- 
lute deftruCtion of all fociety whatever. Mr. 
Cofandey concludes with faying, that he is ready 
to afrtrm on oath the truth of all that is contained 
in the above declaration. 


Thcfo 
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Thefe depofitions, notwichftanding their im- 
portance, feemed to make but little imprefljom 
Whether the tribunals were befet by, or in great 
part compofed of Illuminees, or not, I cannot 
Jcnow; but they affedted to treat thefe declaration* 
as containing nothing either very ferious or met 
liacing •, or whether the removal of Weiihaupt 
had made them view the Sedt as deftroyed, and 
the conspiracy as counteradted, I do not pretend 
to fay; but certain it is, that at length Heaven by 
its thunderbolts warns nations and their rulers of 
the plots contriving againft them, of the extent 
of which plots they were ignorant ; neither had 
they furmized the baneful adlivityapf the confpi- 
rators. Difinifled from his public fundtions at 
Ingblftadt, Wcifhaupt had taken refuge at Ratif- Wcif * 
bon. This town becomes his new Eleufis , his continue* 
center of myfteries; all his plots had followed 
him thither; and fo far was he from looking upon bon. 
them as baffled, that he purfued them with re- 
doubled ardour. Vengeance had rendered him 
more terrible from the receffes of his new retreat; 
and now, entirely liberated from all public duties, 
he gives up his whole time to the preparation and 
drilling of emifTaries, and to teaching them the 
means of lapping, when on their different mif- 
fions, the foundations of the altar and the throne, 
of civil fociety, and of all governments what- 
ever 

R 9 Among 
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An^ep* Among his adepts was one Lanz, an apoftate 
with prieft. Weifhaupt defigned him as the perfbn to 
lighten- carry his myfteries and confpiracies into SUefia. 
His miflion was already fixed, and Weifhaupt was 
giving him his lad; inftruCtions, when a thunder- 
bolt from Heaven ft ruck the apoftate dead, and 
that by the fide of Weifhaupt *. The Brethren,' in 
their firft fright, had not recourfe to their ordi- 
nary means for diverting the papers of the de- 
feated adept from the infpe&ion of the magis- 
trates. The perufal of Some of his papers fur- 
nifhed new proofs j and, being transmitted to the 
court of Bavaria, induced it to take the determina- 
tion of folloafpg up the difcoveries made in the 
depofitions of Meflfrs. Cofandey and Renner. 

The enquiries made, chiefly related to thole 
who were known to have had connections with 
Weifhaupt at Ingolftadt. The adept Fischer, 
firft judge and Burgo-mafter of that town, and 
the Librarian Drexl, were banifhed. The Baton 
Frauenberc and fifteen other of Wcifhaupf’a 
pupils were expelled the univcrfity. But neither 
their punifhment, nor the circumftance of the 
adept being (truck by lightning, could raife any 
fymptoms of remorfe in the mind of their mafter. 
The following letter to Fifcher may ferve as a fpc- 
cimen of the manner in which he wifhed to fup- 

* See the Apology of the Illumined, P. 6s. 


port 



HISTORICAL PART. 


port their courage, ftimulatc their enthufiafm, 
and infufe all the rage and vengeance of his plots 
into their minds. 

«* I Jalule you , my dear martyr it is thus he 
begins his letter. He then reminds his pretended 
martyr of that palTage in Seneca where the juft 
mao ftruggling with adverfity is reprefented as 
the fight moft worthy of Heaven : He then con- 
sinuts : M Am I to congratulate you, or am I to 
** condole with you on your misfortunes ? I know 
® you too well to indulge in the latter fentiment 
".—Receive then my moft fincere congratula- 
« lions on feeing you among thofe to whom pof- 
“ terity will render juftice, and whofe conftancy 
** in the defence of truth it cannot fail to admire 

—You are triply and quadruply more dear to 
** me, now that you (bare my fate and that of fo 
* c many other magnanimous perfons. I leave k 
“ to your prudence to decide whether you will 
« commence a profecution againft thofe who have 
(( been guilty of fuch an abominable injuftice 
«* againft you j or whether, fubmitting to your 
** exile without murmur or complaint, you will 
** wait for better times. You ihallnot want; 1 
«« and the Brethren will provide for your ex- 
«* pences. The public papers alfo Jhall reprejent the 
whole of this buftnefs in its proper light. Drexl 
et in the mean time will retire to Brunn. Let the 
«* laughers laugh , and our enemies rejoice. Their 

R 3 “ joy 
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u joy ore long fliatl be converted into tears • * tank 
" upon your/elf as happy to fuffer with the better' 
** part of the nation. If I have the power of 
K giving my bene'diftion to any body> I give you 
n mine with both my hands. O be than blejfed t 
“ moft worthy and moft conjlant of my Heroes.'. . . 
** I am forry that all this has happened juft at thtf 
“ time when I am fetting out for the banks of 
** the Rhine. I depart next month and (hall not 
** return till a few months hence. In the mease 
*? time I fball net be idle ; and it is not without a 
“ reafott that I go to that country. Acquaint the 
“ Brethren of it. Be always firm and conftant* 
** No difhonour can attach to you } continue as 
you have begun, and your very enemies will be 
v obliged to admire you < Adieu, learn to appre- 
“ ciate and feel your own greatnefs. Your ene- 
* f mies are little indeed in their triumph.— Ra - 
“ tifbon this gth April 1785). 

ct P. S. If you want money I will have proper 
** meafures taken at Munich to fupply you.” 

This letter was either intercepted or fell into 
the Elector’s hands by fome other means * ; and 
he there faw how dangerous a man this mull be 
who could thus infufe his enthufiafm into the 
Blinds of his Conlpirators. A fecret commiffion 
was named to receive further depofitions. The 

* See Original Writings, Vol. II. lail Letter and Note. 
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Attlic counfcllor Utzschneider and Mr. Grun- 
bsrcer of the Academy of Sciences, who were 
known to have abandoned the Order of the Illu- 
minees about two years before, were fummoned 
to make their depofitions. The Prieft Cofandey 
was called upon once more. The declaration 
made in common by thefe three Gentlemen will 
recall to the minds of the readers many of the 
particulars already dated in the foregoing declara- 
tions, and in the Code of the IUuminecs, with re- 
Ipctt to the means employed by the Sett, for 
making themfelves matters of the Maionic Lodges ; 
for appropriating to themttlves their funds, to 
provide tor the expence of their travellers j and 
for multiplying the numbers of their adepts.— - 
The fame method for the lerutators is obfcrvable, 
the fame oaths, almanacks, and cypher for the 
firft degrees. The deponents had abandoned the 
Order before they were admitted to the higher 
degrees. The principles that had been laid down 
to them are on that account the more remarkable, 
I fhall, therefore, tranflate that part of their evi- 
dence, as being of the utmoft confequence. Sonic 
perfons may be of opinion, that to have limply 
Hated the perfett coincidence of this new declara- 
tion with thofe already feen would have fufficcd ; 
but they Ihould confider that repetitions of objetts 
of fuch importance may be infilled on by many 
readers, becaufe the proofs are ftrengthened by 

R 4 the 
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the number, the charadfcer, and concordance of 
(he witneflcs. 

Tbc Juridical Dcpqfiiien made in common by the 
Aulic Councilor Utzschneider, the Profit 
Cosandey, and the Academician Qrunber* 
cer, on tk( $tb of Sfpt. 1785, 

“ The object of the fir ft degrees of Uluminifm 
is at once to train their young men, and to be 
“ informed of every thing that is going forward 
“ by a fyftem of efpionage *. The Superiors aim 
** at procuring from their inferiors diplomatic 
ft adts, documents, and original writings. With 
<c pleafure they fee them commit any trealons or 
w treacherous adts, becaufe they not only turn 
** the fecrets betrayed to their own advantage, but 
thereby have it in their power to keep die 
«* traitors in a perpetual dread, left, if they ever 
M fliowed any figns of ftubbornnefs, their male- 
K fadtions fliould be made known. — Oderint dum 
u metuant, let them hate, provided they fear, i$ 
** the principle of their government. 

The llluminees from thefe firft degrees are 
M educated in the following principles : 

I. ** The Illuminee who wiftics to rife to the 
higheft degrees muft be free from all religion f j 

* Und zu gliech zur auflcundfchaftung aller lichen. 

+ Der Illuminat, der in die hohern grade kommeo will, 
jnujs von aller religion frey feyn. 

« for 
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“ ftr * rt&gimfi (as they call'every nan who has 
M any religion) will never be admitted to the 
“ higheft degrees. 

H. The Patet Exitus, or the dodrine on Suicide, 
is exprefied in the fame terms as in the preceding 
deposition. 

HI. “ The end JanSlifies the mans. The wel- 
w hue of the Order will be a j unification for ca- 
“ lumnies, poifonings, affaffinations, perjuries, 
** ireafons, rebellions ; in (hort, forall that the fre- 
** jndices of men lead them to call crimes. 

IV. " One muft be more fubmiflive to the Su- 
“ periors of llluminifm, than to the fovereigns or 
?* magiftrates who govern the people; and he 
** that gives the preference to fovereigns or go- 
“ vcmors of the people is ufclefs to us *. Ho- 

nor, life, and fortune, all are to be facrificed to 

the Superiors. The governors of nations arc 
“ defpots when they are not directed by us.— 
“ They can have no authority over us, who are 
“ free men j-.” 

The Marquis of Coftanza ufed to fay, “ that 
«* there ought to be but two Princes in Ger- 
** many— Thefe Princes Ihould be Illuminees, 
“ and fo furrounded and led by our adepts, that 

* Vojltc jeqund den Regcnten mehr anhangen, fp taugt er 
picht fur pns. 

| Sit haben kem Recht tiber uns, freye Menfchen, 

“ none 
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** hone of the prophane could approach their pet* 
” Tons. The greater and lefler offices of the flaw 
“ fliould be folely entrufted to members of out 
*< Order; and the advantages of the Order, ihould 
“ be attended to, though in dire 6b opposition to 
** the interefts of the Prince *. Sovereigns 
“ Ihould alfo pafs through the lower degrees of 
“ the Order, and they Ihould only be admitted to 
“ the higher degrees when they properly ap- 
** prehend the holy defigns of the Order,*— which 
“ are no other than to deliver the people from 
** the bondage of their Princes, Nobles, and 
" Priefts ; to eftablilh an equality of ftations and 
** of religion j and to render men both free and 
** happy. Should we ever have fix hundred Illu- 
** minees in Bavaria, nothing could relift us.** 

I promifed to make a few reflections on this 
article j and to thole perfons I addrefs them, who 
would immediately lay hold of it to prove that 
the Illuminees, fo far from wilhing to annihilate 
every government and civil fociety itfelf, had no 
other view than to re-unite Germany under one 
and the fame government f. Molt undoubtedly 

fuch 

• Alles was das belle des Ordens befordert, mufs man than, 
wenn es gleich dem belten der Regenten zuwider lauft. 

f This is precifely what has been lately attempted to 
divert the eyes of the public from their monllrous and Anti* 
Social p'ots ; and even in England this plea has been fet up, 
in hopes of invalidating the proofs adduced in thefe Memoirs. 

I know 
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fcch views were held out to the deponents in their 
lower claifes ; but let it be remembered, that none 
of them had been admitted to the higher myfte- 
iies. It is in the degree of Epopt that the defigns 
of die; Order for the total deftrudion of Civil So- 
ciety are manifelted. There the illuminizing 
Hierophant no longer lays, that Germany ought 
to be under 'the government of one Prince; but 
he (ays that nations and princes shall dis- 
appear PROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH ; that 
every father Jbdl , like Abraham, be at once the priejt 
and fovereign of his family ; and reason J, hall be the 
file Code of Man. The Hierophant there declares, 
that secret societies are the agents that are to 
produce this revolution, and that it is one of the 
grand Jecrets of Uluminifm. There, in Ihort, is 
clearly to be feen the plan of bringing men back 
to the pretended Patriarchal nomade and favage 
life; and it is even exprefsly aflerted, that the 
original caufe of the fall of man was their re-union 
in civil fociety ? The depofitions, therefore, of 
Meffrs. Utzfchneider, Cofandey, and Griinberger, 
are perfedly corred fo far as they relate to their 
degrees ; for fuch was the dodrine taught in the 

I know not who is the invifible writer of fuch paragraphs ; 
but though even the Sieur Boct tiger himfelf, famous among the 
German Illuminees, were the author of them I Ihould little 
fear his arguments. Let my readers compare his proofs with 
nine : I afk no more. 
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degrees of Major and Minor Uluminee. Abother 
remark may alfo be true, that as a preparatory 
ftep the Uluminees only leek to deftroy all the 
lefler powers in order to form one or two great 
ftates in Germany ; but that will not change the 
fete decreed in the higher myfteries for thefe 
greater Princes of the German nation, or fbr aH 
Princes and nations in general. This (ingle Po- 
tentate will then (hare the fame fate as Religion . 
We have heard them talk of reducing the wotid 
to the unity of Religion, as well as to the unity OP 
equality of ftations. But has hot the Seft already 
declared, that in order to be admitted to the laft 
, fecret one mull begin by getting rid of all religion? 
This plan, therefore, for reducing Germany under 
the dominion of one Prince, is evidently nothing 
more than a preliminary ftep, in like manner as 
their plan of fubjefting Princes to the government 
pf their Order. When the proper time comes, 
all thefe plans are changed, in the leflfons of the 
adepts, to the total annihilation of every (late, 
prince, and civil government on earth. 

The Reader may eafily perceive how the Se&, 
even fo early as the degrees in which the three 
deponents had been admitted, prepares them for 
the laft fecrets ; efpecially when he fees immedi- 
ately following the pretended union of Germany, 
that maxim which has already appeared in the 
firft depofition j 


V. “ The 
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- V* «* The love of one’s prince and of one’s 
** country are incompatible with views of an im- 
«* menfe extent, with the ultimate ends of the Order , 
** and one muft glow with ardour for the attain- 
** mcnt of that end 

In the Degrees alfo to which the deponents 
had been admitted we fee the Superiors inceffant- 
ly declaiming on that end -, but they never mention 
what it really was. They even confefs that they 
are. not in the fecret $ they fay that the knowledge 
.of it is rcferved to the higher degrees ; their own 
declaration, therefore, proves that it cannot be 
•this unity of Religion or of Government to be 
cftablilhcd in Germany, as they are not Grangers 
on that plan. Belides, how can it appear, that 
the love of one’s country, or national love, is in- 
compatible with the with of uniting a great nation 
under the dominion of one Prince. On the other 
.hand, we lee thefe maxims in perfect accord with 
the views of Uluminifm, when, advancing toward 
the higher degrees, we hear the Soft pouring forth 
its blafphemies againft Princes and Nations, and 
pofitively declaring, as one of their myfteries, 
that Secret Societies were only contrived to 
fwecp Nations and Princes from the face of the 

• Forften und vaterlafids liebe wiederfprechen den wa- 
tanfiehenden gefichts punften des Orders — Man orals gluhen 
fiihssnck, 


earth. 
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earth. Such are the plots to be difcovered to 
nations ; fuch have been the tricks employed by 
the Illuminees to lull nations to fleep on their dan- 
gers j and, Englilh Reviewers having hearkened 
to fuch infinuations, I am obliged to have recourfo 
to repetitions in the midft of a nation. whofe ruin 
is now become one of the chief objefts of the 
Se&.-— But let us return to the depofitions of our 
witneffes. 

** The Superiors of Illuminiftn are to be look* 
" ed upon as the moft perfeft and the moft en- 
lightened of men ; no doubts are to be enter* 
** tained even of their infallibility *. 

“ It is in thefe moral and political principles 
“ that the Illuminees are educated in the lower 
" degrees ; and it is according to the manner in 
“ which they imbibe them and lhow their devo* 
u tion to the Order, or are able to fecond its 
" views, that they are earlier or later admitted to 
w the higher degrees. 

<e They ufe every poflible artifice to get the 
different poft-offices in all countries entrufted to 
u the care of their adepts only. They alfo boaft 
“ that they are in poffcffion of the fccret of open- 
** ing and reclofing letters without the circunv* 
“ fiance being perceived. 

* An deren untriiglichkeit man me zweifeln diirfe. 

They 
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” They made us give anfwers in writing to the 
w following queftions : How would it be poilible 
“ to devife one fingle fyitem of morals and one 
** common Government for all Europe, and what 
** means fhould be employed to effectuate it ? 

“ Would the Chriftian Religion be a neceffary 
•* .requifite ? Should revolt be employed to ac* 

** complifh it ? &c. Sfc. 

** We were alfo alked, in which Brethren we 
« fhould place the molt confidence if there were 
** any important plan to be undertaken; and 
** whether we were willing to recognize the right 
** of life and death as veiled in the Order; and 
“ alfb the right of the fword. Jus Gladii. 

** Inconfequence of our acquaintance with this 
K doCtrine of the Illuminees, with their conduct, 

** their manners, and their incitements to treafon, 

** and being folly convinced of the dangers of the 
** SeCt, we the Aulic Counfellor Utzfchneider and 
*' the Prieilt Dillis left the Order. The Profeffor 
* c Griinberger, the Prieft Cofandey, Renner, and 
“ Zaupfer, did the fame a week after, though the 
u Illuminees fought to impofe upon us ihamefolly, 

** by affuring us that his Electoral Highnefs was 
** a member of their Order. We clearly faw that 
* f a Prince knowing his own interefts, and wholly 
** attending to the paternal care of his fobjeCts, 

** would never countenance a SeCt, Ipreading 
“ through almoft every province under the cloak 

“ of 
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“ of Frec-mafonry ; becaule it lows divifion And 
“ difcord between parents and their children, be- 
c< tween Princes and their fubje&s, and among 
" the moft finccre friends j becaufe on all impor- 
** tant occafions it would in flail partiality on the 
“ feats of juftice and in the councils, as it always 
“ prefers the welfare of the Ordef to that of the 
“ ftate, and the interdls of its adepts to thole of 
** the prophane. Experience had convinced us, 
that they would foon fucceed in perverting all 
** the Bavarian youth. The leading feature in 
" the generality of their adepts were irreligion, 
c< depravity of morals, difobcdience to their 
“ Prince and to their parents, and the neglcdt of 
«* all ufeful ftudies. We faw that the fatal confc- 
quence of Uluminifm would be, to create a ge-— 
** neral diftrull between the prince and his fob-— 
“ jefts, the father and his children, the minified 
“ and his fecretaries, and between the different 
“ tribunals and councils. We were not to be de-— 
terred by that threat fo often repeated. That m 
** Prince can Jave him that betrays us. We aban*— ■ 
“ doned, one after the other, this Se6t, which, . 
“ under different names , as we have been informed 
** by fevcraJ.of our former Brethren, has already 
“ fpread itfclf in Italy , and particularly at Venice 
“ in Aujlria , in Holland , in Saxony , on the Rhine , 

** particularly at Frankfort , and even as far as 
“ America.—! The Illuminees meddle as much as 

“ pofliblc 
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“ poffiblc ill ftate affairs, and excite troubles 
** wherever their Order can be benefited by 
« them.” 

Here followed a lift of a great many invifiblesy 
of feveral fuperiors, and of fome of the moft 
a&ive members. A fecond lift contained perfons 
who, though as yet unacquainted with the ulti- 
mate views of the Order, were zealous and aftive 
Recruiters, but the government thought fit to 
keep thefe two lifts fecret. The deponents then 
proceed : 

** We are not acquainted with the other irrvi- 
“ Jiblesy who in all probability are chiefs of a 
“ higher degree. 

f< After we had retired from the Order, the 
r< Uluminees calumniated us on all fides in the 
** moft infamous manner. Their cabal made us 
c * fail in every requeft we prefented j fucceeding 
** in rendering us hateful and odious to our fu- 
“ periors, they even carried their calumnies fo 
** far as to pretend that one of us had committed 
“ murder. After a year’s perfecution, an lllumi- 
“ nee came to reprefent to the Aulic Counfellor 
** Utzfchneider, that from experience he muft 
*' have learned that he was every where perfecu- 
<( ted by the Order j that, unlcfs he could con- 
“ trive to regain its prote&ion, he would never 
“ fucceed in any of his demands ; and that he 
** could ftill regain admiffion.” 

Vot. IV. S 


Here 
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Here ends the depofition figned by the three 
deponents. After their fignature follows the at- 
teftation, that each of the deponents had been 
called in feparately in prefence of the CommifTary, 
and their refpeXive declarations read to them j and 
that each had affirmed the truth of the contents on 
oath, aswitnefles, the 10th of September, 1785* 
I lcare the reader to make his reflexions on the 
ftrength and nature of thefe firft proofs acquired 
againft Illuminifm j and proceed immediately to 
the circumftances which difclofed the ultcriorpro- 
jeXs of the SeX. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. vm. 


Continuation of the Difcoveries made in Bavaria as 
to the Illuminees.— Proceedings of the Court with 
refpeft to the Chiefs of the Sell.— A few Remarks 
On and a Lifi of the principal Adepts . 

Notwithstanding the important difco- 
veries made by the court of Bavaria, proofs were 
ftill wanting of the plans and of the ultimate views 
of Illuminifm, which the Seft concealed with fo 
much care, and of which none of the witnefles 
could give any fatisfa&ory account. The court 
had negle&ed to feize Weilhaupt’s papers at the 
time ; and it was clear that the adepts had taken 
every precaution to put theirs beyond the power 
of the moft diligent fearch. The court even ap- 
peared to pay little or no attention to the proper 
fteps that fhould be taken, and only watched the 
motions of thofc adepts who ftill kept up a corre- 
fpondence with their chiefs. If we are to credit panUh- 
the apology publilhed by the Illuminees, it was “JjJJJ 
For no other reafon that Delling, municipal of- the 
ficer of Munich, and Krenner, profeflor at In- a ^ e P M * 
golftadt, were difmiflcd from their employments. 

S 2 On 
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On the fame account, they tell us, were the 
Count Savioli and the Marquis Conftanza ex- 
iled from Bavaria, and the Baron Maggenhoff 
condemned to a month’s imprifonment in a 
monaftery. 

This apologift alfo pretends, that , the Canon 
Hertel was deprived of his benefice, becaufe he 
would not give in an account of the funds belong- 
ing to the Illuminees. But after the different 
parts that we have feen thefe adepts perform, it 
appears that the court was pretty well inform- 
ed ; and it certainly gave a great proof of its 
clemency when it allowed Brutus- Savioli and 
Diomedes - Conftanza a penfion which they were at 
liberty to expend wherever they chofe, excepting 
in Bavaria. Light, however, as thefe punifh- 
ments were for confpirators of their ftamp, the 
Illuminees filled all Germany with their reclama- 
tions, crying out againft a perfecution which they 
reprefented as the height of defpotifm, oppreffion, 
and injuftice. The depofitions that had been 
made were published, and the authors of them 
were immediately aflailed with a torrent of abufo, 
fophiftry, and calumny •, nor was the court Ipared. 
The whole bufinefs appeared to be changed into 
a literary war, in which the impudence of the; 
apologifts had very nigh fucceeded in cafting 
doubts on the wifdom and juftice of his Electoral 

Highaefa; 
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Highncfe*; and it was high time to have re- 
courfe to fuch meafures as could inconteftably 
prove the guilt of the Scdt. 

At length, on the i ith of O&ober, 1786, the The at- 
magiftrates, by order of the Ele&or, made a the V Sea f 
vifit at Cu/0-Zwack’s houfe, at a time when he difcover- 
leaftexpe&ed it. Qthers went on the fame com- e ’ 
million to the caftle of Sanderdorf, belonging 
to Hannibal Baron Baflus. The refult of thefe vifi- 
tadons was, the difcovery of a multitude of letters, 
difcourfes, rules, plans, and.ftatutes, which may 
be looked upon as the archives of the confpira- 
tors, and have been publilhed under the tide of 
Original Writings of the Order and of the Seff of tbe 
Illnminets. The confpiracy, of which Weilhaupt 
was die chief, now appeared in fuch horrid co- 
lours, that one could fcarcely believe human wick- 
ednels to have been able to devife it. But at the 
head of each of thefe two volumes is an advertifc- 
ment, informing all readers, that orders have been 
gtven by the Eleftor to the keeper of his archives 
to (how the originals to whoever might with to 
verify them. The only refource now left to the 

* For the whole of this literary war, fee the Afologit dtr 
jUmminattn, and the addition Nacbtracht km der Apologit, Sic. 

«Mh the anfwer of the deponents Grojft abjitbttn dts Orders dtr 
lUmminaUn ; the addition to thefe aafwers Ntubtracb > Sect 
Ho. 1, a, 3. 

s 3 
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conljpirators was to complain of the violation of 
domeftic fccrecy. Pretended juftifications fwarin- 
ed again from the adepts ; and they had the impu- 
dence to affert, that thefe letters, fo far from 
containing any thing militating againft fociety or 
religion, only contained views for the happinefi 
and amelioration of mankind. They made every 
attempt poffible to give plaufible interpretations 
to their letters ; but they never dared aflert that 
any of thefe writings had been forged. Their 
own avowals are to be found in their apologies ; 
and the proofs of their anti-religious and anti-locial 
confpiracy reft upon fuch inconteftable grounds, 
that their fophifms can never invalidate them *. 
Why this The court of Bavaria, when it gave fo great 
makes'fiT a t0 proofs it had thus acquired, was 

little im- not actuated folely by a view of juftifying its 
oiTocher own co ndu<5t ; but it was defirous alfo to warn 
courts, every (late of the dangers with which it was 
threatened. The Eleflor, therefore, font a copy 
of thefe Original Writings to all the powers of 
Europe ; and the anfwers of t;he different minifters 

# For thefe avowals fee the Apology of Ctf/0-Zwack ; the 
Preface of Weifhaupt’s Illumini/m correBed ; the Baron Baf- 
fus’s Defence; and particularly the Laft Obfervations by 
Knigge. Philo , in this latter work, very frankly acknow- 
ledges all the letters that are attributed to him in the Origi- 
nal Writings, and he frequently quotes Weilhaupt-s letters as 
f>cing equally authentic with his own. 

6 proved. 
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proved, that they had all received thefe docu- 
ments of a moll monftrous confpiracy againft 
every church and ftate. The hiftorian will natu- 
rally alk, how it came to pafs that the knowledge 
of thefe proofs of a confpiracy, at once fo evident 
and fo threatening to every ftate in the world, 
ihould have been fo long confined to Germany. 
And how it happened, that thefe Original Writings 
did not become the daily leftures of every family. 
Should not every father have read it to his chil- 
dren, and explained to them the horrid machina- 
tions that were contriving againft their God, their 
country, and their property ? Univerfal indig- 
nation muft have feized every mind, and crufhed 
thefe illuminizing monfters in their cradle. Such 
at leaft were the fears which the confpirators 
themfelves had conceived on feeing their plans and 
means difeovered. Unable to deftroy the proofs, 
they did every thing in their power to hinder their 
circulation. On the other hand, few minifters 
were aware of the immenfe influence and power 
of fecret focieties; and the Bavarian aflociation 
appeared to them more defpicable than dangerous; 
the very excefs of their confpiracy gave it a more 
chimerical appearance ; and the policy of fome 
ftatefmen might have made them believe that the 
publication of the archives of thefe confpirators 
Would only ferve to accredit their fophifms, and 
add to the danger by divulging their principles. 

S 4 Lafttya 
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Even in 
Germany 


Laftly, tbc language in which they were writ* 
ten was little known in the other pants of Europe j 
and it was thought beft to leave them in a pro- 
found oblivion. Such may be the explanation of 
this Ipecies of phenomenon, or of this total igno- 
rance in which the reft of the world were, with 
refpedt to the nature and views of the illuminees, 
when I announced to the public the ufe I intended 
to make of them in thefe Memoirs. 

A myftery ftill more aftonilhing, and which 
could not have been believed, had not the pro- 
grefs of the Illuminees proved it, is that ina&iyity 
or fomnolency in which all the Geripan courts ap- 
peared to be buried in the midft of the dangers 
that had been fo clearly pointed out to them by 
the court of Bavaria. Unfortunately for the Em- 
pire, Frederic II. of Pruffia died a little before 
thefe laft proofs were acquired againft the Illumi- 
nees. No fooner did this Prince hear of the 
confpiracy, than he immediately traced all thole 
principles of fedition and anarchy which he had 
already been obliged to divulge as the tenets of 
the Sophifters j the Illuminees even pretend it to 
have been at his inftigation that the court of Mu- 
nich profecuted their chief and the firft adepts 
who were difeovered *. What would he not have 

• See Memorial inferted in No. 12 of the Wthk*nit, the 
Tubingen Gazette. 
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done himfelf againft this Sed, if he had but feen 
in the Original Writings the progrefs that it was 
making in his own Hates 1 Minifters, under a 
Prince fo tenacious as he was of the authority ne- 
cefiary to fupport his Government, and fo juftly 
offended as he was againft the Sophifters of Re- 
bellion, would not have fneered or replied farcaf- 
tically to thofe letters which the court of Bavaria 
tranfmitted as introdudory and explanatory, to- 
gether with the proofs acquired againft the Sed. 
But the archives of Illuminifm were not difcovered 
till the nth and 12th Odober 1786, and Fre- 
deric had died on the 17 th Auguft of that year, 
^iis fucceffor was a prey to adepts of another 
Ipecies, almoft as great knaves as thole of Ba- 
varia. The Emperor Jofeph had not yet been 
undeceived with refpcd to the Lodges that fur- 
rounded him. Many other Princes were either 
feduced, or fo fettered by the Illuminees that they 
could not ad. This may ferve to account for 
their apparent indifference j and it alfo explains 
the circumftance of feveral of them having viewed 
the proceedings of the court of Munich in the 
light of an abiolute perfecution of their own Bre- 
thren. The Prince Bilhop of Ratilbon was the 
only one who feemed to know his danger, and 
who publifhed edids in fupport of thofe iffued 
by the Elcdor. 


Neverthclefs, 
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Other Neverthelefs, the proofs publifhed’by the court 
Bavaria are thofe whence the moft evident de- 
with the monftration of the plots of Illuminifm have been 
Wrmogs. Educed in thefe Memoirs. The very feraps of 
paper found among the archives indicate the moft 
confummate villany. Among thefe were, chiefly 
in y^fax-Mafienhaufen’s hand, and in the cypher 
of the Order, receipts for making the aqua toffana> 
the moft acute of all poifons ; for procuring abor- 
tion in women ; and for poifoning the air of an apart- 
ment : alfo a collection of one hundred and thirty 
feeds of Princesy Noblemen , and Bankers , with the 
fecret of taking pff and imitating all thofe for 
which the Order might, according to circum- 
ftances, have occafion. The defeription of a lock, 
of which the adepts only fhould have the fecret, was 
likewife contained in thefe papers ; alfo the model 
of a coffer wherein to preferve their papers, and 
which fhould take fire immediately if any of the 
prophane attempted to open it. On other de- 
tached papers were to be feen the plan for placing 
fome adepts in the fuite of an ambaflador, who 
fhould then carry on fome commerce as fraudulent 
as it was lucrative for the SeCt. Alfo the fecret 
intimation, that all the Superiors of Illuminilm 
fhould know how to write with both hands. A ma- 
nufeript alfo was found entirely in Zwack’s hand 
writing, and looked upon as very precious by 

the 
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the Order, becaufe, under the title Better than 
Horus , it contained all the blafphemies of Athe- 
jfm*. 

Notwithftanding the little imprefiion the publi- 
cation of thefe difeoveries had made on the other 
Princes of Germany, the court of Bavaria conti- 
nued its profecutions againft the SeCt. About ade P? . 
twenty of the adepts were cited to appear ; fome ™ 
were difmifled from thtir employments ; others 
condemned to a few years imprifonment ; and 
fome, particularly Zwack, faved themfelves by 
flight. The Elector’s Tribunal could not by any 
calumny be aecufed of being fanguinary, as not 
one of the adepts was condemned to death. This 
punilhment feemed to be referved for Weilhaupt 
alone, and a price was fet upon his head. The 
Regency of Ratifbon, which in the firft inftance 
had refilled to drive him from their territories, no 
longer dared to fupport him, at lead not openly ; 
and he took refuge under His Highnefs the Duke 
of Saxe Gotha. The reafon why the Founder °f 
Illuminifm, and a number ofhis proferibed adepts, are re- 
found protection and ftill continue in favour at fo ^ther** ** 
many courts, may be explained by the numerous court*, 
difciples who enjoyed places of high importance 
jn the different courts, and fome of whom indeed 
jvere the Princes themfelves. The lift of thefe 

* Orig. Writ. Vol. II. Sett. 18, 19, 21. 

latter. 



ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY : 


«6ft 

latter, were it accurately made out, would after? 
mih poftcrity; more particularly, fhould the a.rr 
with which Weilhaupt feduped them, by truncal 
ing the myfteries, have efcaped the notice of th* 
hiftorian; or lhould 'the means have remained 
fecret by which he blinded them and bound then* 
to the Order, by furrounding them with adepts " 
who knew how to feize on the miniftry, on th* 
Decajleres , or councils, and occupied all the place* 
of conlequence by themfelves or their creatures. 
Ulnmin- I will not pretend to fay, that thele artifices otM 
p ^ et Illuminifm can excufe thofe Princes for becomings 
difciples of Weilhaupt. But moft certainly they - " 
were rendered the dupes of his impiety before 
they became the fport of his confpifacics j and 
undoubtedly the latter was but the juft punifh- 
ment of the former. However this may be, we 
find Lewis Ernest of Saxe Gotha at the head 
of thefe adepts under the charattcriftic of Timoleon. 
According to all the letters that I have received 
from Germany, this Prince is at length confcious 
of his error. He at prefent pays much greater 
attention to the happinefs of his fubjefts than to 
the myfteries of the Sett. Weilhaupt is not even 
allowed to appear in his prefence j but the good* 
nefs of his heart will not allow the Prince to 
withdraw his benefattions even from thofe who 
have incurred his difpleafure. It is thus, at leaft, 
that the penfion he allows to the Founder of Ilr 
$ luminifnn 
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luminifm is explained *. But on the other hand, 
"Wcilhaupt is far from being excluded from the 
prefence of Maria Charlotte Meinungen, the wife 
of His Highnefs ; and thus is explained the afy- 
lum which the contriver of fuch horrid plots ftill 
finds at that court, notwithftanding the converfion 
of the Prince. 

I will not pretend to pronounce, whether Au- 
gustus of Saxe Gotha has imbibed a fimilar 
difguft for Illuminifm, as has his Brother the 
reigning Prince. At the time of Weilhaupt’s 
arrival, however, he was alfo an adept under the 
charafteriftic of Prince Walter . 

Charles Augustus Duke of Saxe-Weimar 
was alfo initiated tinder the title of E/ibylus-, but 
he renounced the myfteries of the Sedt. 

The late Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick^ 
at once the martial hero of Minden, and the Ma- 
fonic leader at Wilhemlbaden, fell a prey to dll 
forts of Illuminifm. Wilhermots had begun by 
initiating him in the Illuminifm of Swedenborg, 
and of the Martinifts. His frequent conferences 

* I am alio informed, that this peniion is not taken from 
the ptllic trtafury , (as I faid in my third volume, page a) 
bat •from the Duke’s private purfe. Thofe indeed who look 
upon the fuperflnities of this purfe as foreign to the duties 
that a Prince owes to the public, to decency, or to his own 
honour and reputation, may make the diltin&ion. I, for one 
at lealt, (hall never adopt it. 

with 
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with Knigge feduccd him into that of WeiQwtupt* ' 
who created him his Brother or his High PrieCfc 
Aaron, and His Highnefs died during his Prieft— 
hood. 

As to the late Prince of Neuwibd, I kno'*^ 
not what name was given him in recompenfe Go* 
his devotion to the Seft j but at his court *•* 
might with truth be faid, the Uluminees 
acquired fuch an afcendancy, that if they h ^ ^ 
gained a fimilar one in other parts, the wor®**^ 
muft have been theirs. This unfortunate Princr ^ 
litde thought that his own fon would be deprive^-^ 
of all power in his own ftates, and that he woul^S^" 
be reduced humbly to folicit the Comma of tb^ 00 * 
Empire for leave to affert his own rights, and t^^ 
drive out from his ftates thofe adepts that ha 
been protefted by his Father, and his Unde the^-^ 
Count Stolberg ; or at leaft for leave to difmifi^^* 
them from the employments they occupied, cven^^® 
from that of the education of his children, which-^^ 
they had feized upon in fpite of him *. 


* This law-fuit between the Prince and Illuminifm is of" 
a mod extraordinary nature indeed. The reader (hall hear 
him date his cafe himfclf to the Diet of Ratifbon in the year 
1794: — 

€€ Every one is acquainted with what this Se& has done 
,c in France. We have alfo feen extraordinary inftances of 
cc its power at Neuwied : it has a Lodge here called the 
€t Three Peacocks . My Father and ray firft Wife greatly fa* 
voured thefe adepts, and my prefent one in particular is 
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Another fpecies of adept is My Lord the Bfx- 
ror or Dalberg, Coadjutor to the Sees' of 
Adcntz, Worms, and Conftanz, and Governor of 


— * the great prote&rix of feveral of them ; of that Pador 
" Wimz for example, who, notwithdanding the great fer- 
* '* vice I rendered him in (tiding a profecution againft him 
for Socinianifm, is now one of my greateft enemies. She 
was alfo very clofely connected with the Aulic Counfellor 
* * Kao** a (the adept Jgis J. One Schwartz, from 
Brnnfwick, and a titular major of Weimar, to whom my 
Father entrufted the education of one of my children, and 
who to my great grief has dill two of them under his care, 
• is alfo a great favourite of the Princefs’s ; (he has placed 
her whole confidence in him, and fees him very often, al- 
though letters from Brunfwick depidt him in the light of 
mm a mo ft deteftable intriguer. Several Counfellors and va- 
** nous officers and other inhabitants of Neuwied are, like 
mm him, members of the Seft, and are in an agreement with 
* m the Princefs. It is notorious, that they are all bound by 
f m oath mutually to fupport each other. They have alfo 
€m gained over various other perfons who do not belong to 
** their Order ; and thus an aflbciation has been formed for 
9m my deft^udlion. ,, 

lnfa&, the Hluminees had fucceeded in getting this. Prince 
placed under an interdidl in his own dates ; he accufcd feve- 


ral of his fird judges as being adepts : it cod them little to 
declare on their oaths that they were not, and fome indeed 
no longer continued attached to the Sedt. This incident oc- 
cafioned him much unpleafant trouble ; but at length he was 
rciiidated in his podfeffions after a very long law-fuit, which 
anft have taoght the German Princes how well Illurainifm 
can take advantage of its power when once it has fucceeded 
in farrounding them. 

the 
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the town and country of Erfort. We are led & 
fhrink back in aftonifhment, and examine whe 
ther our eyes do not impofe upon us, at th 
fight of a Bilhop, intended to occupy the firl 
Ecclefiaftical and Electoral See in Germany, rank 
ing among this Illuminized Brotherhood. More 
over, perfons who had often been in eompan 
with His Lordfhip infilled on my effacing hi 
name from thefe Memoirs. They allured (tie 
that he held the principles of the modern Phi 
lofophers in the utmoft deteftation, and that t 
them he attributed the French Revolution. I thei 
produced a pamphlet publifhed by His Lordflrip 
with all his titles and his name at the head of ii 
entitled, Of the Influence of Sciences and of the To 
life Arts on the Public 'Tranquillity— At Erfort , 17$; 
They then faw that the objedt of this pamphle 
was to ftifle in the germs what His Lordlhip call 
the noxious prejudices of Jome fhort flighted good fee 
pie , by proving to them that neither the Philofo 
phers nor the Sophifters of the age had give 
rife to the French Revolution, and that Condorc< 
himfelf bad but little contributed towards it. Th: 
pamphlet alfo abounded in thofe arguments c 
Illuminized Philofophifm which the Sedt fet fort 
to dupe nations as to the tendency of their con 
fpiracy ; I did not therefore efface the name < 
His Lordlhip j I on the contrary fubjoined thi 
of Crefcens, his charadteriftic among the Ilium: 
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nets. How is it poflible that at fuch a name he 
could refrain from fhuddering with-horror ! and what 
ferviccs could the Order expedt from him under fuch 
a charadleriftic ? The name of Crejcens has only 
been tranfmitted to pofterity by his addiction to 
the infamous debauchery of the Cynic Philofo- 
phers, and by his calumnies againft the Chriftians, 
which obliged St. Juftin to write his Second 
Apology for Chriftianity. A proteftant who is 
eager to fee that of His Lordlhip tells us, that 
it will moft certainly appear in its proper time, 
and we impatiendy wait for it* 1 We lhall there 
find, I hope, that His Lordlhip had not been 
initiated into all the fecrets of the Sedt. They 
muft at leaft have concealed from him their de- 
figns upon the Sees of Mentz, Worms, and Con- 
ftanz, to which ' His Lordlhip was Coadjutor. — 
Jn all probability, thefe were not the fecrets of 
"which his Secretary CryJippus-KoLvoKu informed 
liim, who, admitted to the degree of Epopt, was 
thready become a half-naturalijt without knowing it, 
and from whom Knigge expedled the grpateft 
iervices f. But can this charadteriftic of Crejcens 
denote any other view than that of feducing His 
Lordlhip into an apollacy fimilar to that of his 


* See the Eudemonla, Vol. IV. No. 5, Letter of Dottor 
7. U. Jung. 

f Orig. Writ. Vol. II. Let. 1, from Philo 

Vol. IV. 


T 
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Secretary ? We can only repeat, that it is with 
great anxiety we wait for His Lordfiiip’s Apo- 
logy.. 

and But what other apology, than a clear and pub- 

othei-s. |j c p ro f c gj on 0 f faith, and an abjuration of Jllu- 
minifm, can reinflate the honor of the Prelate 
Haslein, known in the S eft as the Brother 
Philo of By bios! The Original Writings deferibe 
this adept prelate as overloaded with work. It is 
an unfortunate circumftance for him to have been 
able to find time to pen letters and plans that 
could have placed him in fuch great eftimation 
with the chiefs of thefe confpirators*. 

Among the higher clafs of . adepts may be 
ranked Alexander, or the general Count of Pap- 
penheim, Governor of Ingolfladt, and Alfred 
the Count of Seinsheim, Minifter and Vice- 
Prefident of the Council at Munich. At getting 
poffeflion of this latter Minifter Weiftiaupt exults, 
and on giving him the charadleriftic of Alfred he 
thus Writes to Cato : “ What great men we daily 
* f gain over to our party at Athens (Munich), 
“ and that without its being perceived ! Men 
“ much confidered, ready formed, and perfect 
* f models 1” Weiftiaupt does not wifti to fee this 
adept in leading firings , and therefore dilpenies 

• Original Writings, Vol. I. Let, from Diomede: , and VoL 
II. Let, 1, from Philo . 
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with his noviciate. He alfo hopes, with a little 
care /mi the part of the recruiters* to fee bis Ex - 
ctllency become one of bis greateft entbufiafis j and he 
loon found that he had judged accurately of his 
pupil. The adept Minifter goes of his own ac- 
cord to Ingolftadt to be prefent at the inauguration 
of an illuminized church, where Weifha\»pt does 
the honors in a new difcourfe prepared fqr.the 
occafion. Full of admiration at the. lelTons of the 
Chief, the illuminized Minifter becomes the car- 
rier of this difcourfe to the Brethren at Munich 
and all the town of Ingolftadt, were furprized at 
feeing the Minifter, with fo many other of the 
Brethren, come to vifit Weifhaupt *. At length 
the day arrives when the object of this vifit ceaies 
to be a myftery, and the adept Minifter is con- 
demned to a fhort exile : but it ftill remains to by 
known, whether it is a fincere repentance for his 
paft enthufiafm, or fome new intrigue or fecref 
influence of the Brethren, that has recalled him 
and reinftated him in his former dignities at the 
Court of Munich. All that I can gather, from 
my correfpondence at Bavaria is, that Illuminifm 
is very far from having loft its influence in that 
country. 

Another adept, dear to the Sc<5t, is the Count 
Kollowrath, the Numenius of Knigge, and 

• Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. 7, 9, 18. 
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whom Wcilhaupt wilhed to cure of his theofb-*- 
phical ideas. He was, however, entrufted ttb the 
care of Brutus Count Savioli, who, obferving' 
him pals too fuddenly to doubts on the immortality 
of the foul , began to lufpedt that his fudden con- 
verfion to the fyftems of Illuminifm was only 
pretended, in order that he might gain admiffion 
to the fecrets of the Order. If he ever attained 
the higher degrees, it was not at leaft with the 
enthufiafm of Alfred*. 

Weilhaupt alfo claffed Cbalrias, the Baron 
Waldbnfels, at Cologne, among the adepts of 
high rank : he was the Minifter of the Elector; 
but no fooner had he difcovered the knavery of 
the higher myfteries than he abandoned die Order. 
Ptolemeus Logus , or that fame Baron Riedsel, 
who in Afiww-Dittfurt’s plan was to have had the 
direction of the Illuminized Sifterhood, imitated this 
example. We cannot hope, however, to tear the 
malk from all thole confpirators whom Wcilhaupt 
has encompafled with darknefs, and who Ihould 
rank among the higher clafs of adepts. The Lift 
that was publilhed foon after the Original Writ- 
ings contains chiefly thofe whom my reader have 
already fcen in the courle of this work. I fhall, 
however, fubjoin it here with fuch obfervations 
as time has fince enabled me to make. There 

* Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. from Brutus. 
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will appear adepts fcattered throughout the Coun- 
cils) the Magistracy, the Army, and the houfes. 
for public Education; and this general view will 
better enable the reader to judge of the care with 
which the Conlpirators fought to occupy the moft 
important polls of fociety while they planned its 
ruin. 

Lift of the principal Bluminees from the Foundation of 
the Sell in 177 6, till tbe Difcovery of the Original 
Writings in 1786. 

Charaderiftics. Real Names of the Adepts. 

Spartacus - Weishaupt, Profcfforof Lawsatlngolf- 
tadt, and Founder of the Sett. 

Agrippa - Will, ProfefTor at Ingolftadt 
Ajax - - Massenhausen, Counfellor at Munich 

Alctbiades - Hoheneicher, Counfellor at Freyfingiien 
Alexander - Count Pappenheim, General and Gover- 
nor of Ingolftadt 

Alfred - - Count Seinsheim, Vice-Prefident at Mu- 

nich, firft exiled as an Illuminee, then 
font from Deux-Ponts to Ratifbon, and 
at length returned to, and in place at 
Munich 

Arrian - - Count Cobenzel, Treafurer at Aichftadt 
Attila - - Sauer, Chancellor at Ratifbon 
Brutus - Count Savioli, Counfellor at Munich 

T 3 
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Chara&erifilcs. Real Names of the Adepts. 

Cato - - Xavertus Zwack, Aulic Counfcllor, and 

(alfo Daitaus & Counfcllor of die Regency. Exiled a_s 
Pbil.-Stroxzi ) an adept 

Cel/us - ' - Baader, Phyfician to the Ele&reis Dow- 
ager 

Claudius - Simon-Zwack 

Confucius - Baierhammer, Judge at Dicfcn 

(at fixft.Zoroafter) 

Coriolanus - Troponero, Counfellor at Munich 
Diomedes - Marquis of Costanza, Counfellor ^ 
Munich 

EpiSetus - Mieo, Counfellor at Heidelberg 
Epimenides Falk, Counfellor and Burgomafter ^’ i 
Hanover 

Euclid - - Riedl, Counfellor at Munich 
Hannibal - Baron Bassus, a Swife from the Grifons 
Hermes Trifme- 

giftus - Solcher, Curate at Haching 
Livius - - Rudorger, Secretary of the States at 

Munich 


Ludovicus 
Bavarus - 
Mahomet - 
Marius 
Menelaus - 
Minos - - 

Moenius 


Lori, difmilfed from the Order 
Baron Schroekenstein 
Hertel, Canon of, and exiled from Munich 
Werner, Counfellor at Munich 
Baron Dittfurt, AifelTor to the Imperial 
Chamber of Wetzlar 
Dufresne, Commilfary at Munich 
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Mufee 



historical part. 


«7 9 


ara&eriftics. Real Names of the Adepts. 

if ' - - Baron Monjellay, exiled from Munich, 
received and placed at Deux-Ponts 
■a - - Sonnensels, Counfellor at Vienna and 

Cenfor 

aPompiliusCounc Lodron, Counfellor at Munich 
rles - Baron Pecker, Judge at Amberg 
t - - Baron Knigoe, in the fervice of Bremen 

t of Byblos The Prelate Haslein, Vice-Prefident of 
the Spiritual Council at Munich, and 
Bifliop In Partibus 

agoras Drexl, Librarian at Munich 
tonddeLulle Fronhower, Counfellor at Munich 
tides - Ruling, Counfellor at Hanover 

- - Micht, an Ecclefiaftic at Freyfinguen 
'fa - Munter, Attorney at Hanover 

- • Baron Maggenhoff, Captain in the Ba- 

varian fervice 

f rlane - Lanc, Counfellor at Aichftadt 
« • - Kapfimger, Secretary to Count Tat- 
tenbach 

ius - Merz, exiled from Bavaria, fince Secre- 
tary to the Ambaflador of the Empire 
at Copenhagen 

iftan - Baron Hornstein, of Munich *. 

This Lift is taken from that publilhed in the German Journals. 
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This Lift appears to have been chiefly com- 
piled for the Bavarian adepts in the firft volume of 
the Original W ritings. T he fecond volume mi^ht 
furniih us with the following additions, befides a 
multitude of other adepts whofe true names have 
not been difeovered. Thofe whofe names are not 
followed by the page quoted from the Original 
Writings in this lift, have been fent to me in 
Private Memorials and Letters, or are extracted 
from Public Journals. 


Chara&eriftics. Real Names of the Adepts. 


Aaron - 


Accacius 
Agathocles 
Aps - 
Alberoni 

Amelins 


This adept is only mentioned under the 
initials P. F. V. B. ( Prince Ferdinand 
von Brunfwig), both when he fends for 
Knigge, and when he promiles his pro- 
tection to the adept who is to Illuminize 
England, (P. 122 and 184) 

Dodtor Koppe, Superintendant firft at 
Gotha, afterwards at Hanover (P. 123) 
Schmerber, Merchant at Frankfort on 
the Mein (P. 10) 

Krober, Governor of the Prince of Stol- 
berg’s children at Neuwicd (P. 181) 
Bleubetreu, formerly a Jew, afterwards 
a Counfcllor of the Chamber at Neu- 
wied (P. 18 1 ) 

Boob, Privy Counfcllor at Weimar (P. 213 
and 221, &c.) 


Archelaus 
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’ Chara&priflics. Real Names of the Adepts. 

Arcbelaus - De Bar res, formerly a Major in the 
French fervice (P. 183) 

Arifiodemes Comps, High Bailiff at Weinburg in the 
Electorate of Hanover 

Bayard - Baron Busche, a Hanoverian in the Dutch 
fcrvice (P. 195) 

Belifarius — Peterson, at Worms 

Campanula - Count Stolserg, the maternal uncle of 
the Prince of Neuwiedj and with him 
may be comprifed the whole court, the 
favorites, fecretarics, and council with- 
out exception (P. 69 and 189) 

Cornelius Scipio Berger, a Lecturer at Munich (P. 220) 

Crejcens - Baron Dal berg. Coadjutor of Mentz 
(from Memorials , Letters , and German 

Journals) 

Cbryfippiu - Kolborn, Secretary to the Baron Dalberg 
(P. 73 and 100) 

Cyril - - Schweickart, at Worms 

Gate/calc - Moldenhauer, Proteftant ProfefTor of 
Divinity at Keil in Hoiftcin, (P. 198) 

Hegefias - Baron Greifenclau, of Mentz (P. 196)' 

Leveller - Leuchsenring, an Alfacian, and Precep- 
tor to the Princes of Hefie Darmftadt j 
driven from Berlin, he took refuge at 
Paris. 

Lucian - - Nicolai, Bookfeller and Journalift at 
Berlin (P. 28) 

Manetbcn 
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Chara&eriftks. Real Names of the Adept* ** . 

Manetkon - Schmelzer, Ecclefiaftical Counlclior lit 
Mentz (P. 196) 

Marcus Aurelius Fe d e R *, Profeffor at Gottinguen (P. 81) 

■■ - Munter, Profcffor of Divinity at Copen- 

hagen (P. 1*3) 

Numenius - Count Kollovrath, at Vienna (P. 199X 

Peter Cotton Vogler, Phyfician at Ncuwied (P. 188) 

Pic de la Mi- Brunner, Prieft at Tiefenbafck in the 
randole Bilhopric of Spire (P. 174) 

Tbeoffds - Fischer, Lutheran Minifter in Auftria 
(P. 204) 

1 — — - Rontgen, Proteftant Minifter of Petkam 

in Eaft Friefland, and the English 
Apostle of IHuminifm • 

S'imoleon - Ernest Lewis, Duke of Saxe Gotha 
( Private Memorials ) 

Prince Walter Augustus of Saxe Gotha (Ibid) 


• It was on feeing the ftrong illufion of his degree of 
Epopt (fo ftrangely impious) on the Doflors Feder and Koppe, 
and fome others of the Univerfity of Gottinguen, that 
Weilhaupt wrote to Cato, “ You cannot conceive how much 
“ my degree of Prirft or Epopt is admired by our people; 
“ but what is the moft extraordinary is, that feveral great 
" Proteftant and Reformed Divines, who are of our Order, 
“ really believe that that part of the difcourfe which alludes 
" to religion contains the true fpirit and real fenfe of 
Chriftianity. Poor mortals, nvbat could I not make you bt - 

** litvel ” Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. 18. 
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We do not add to this Lift E/cbylus, or Charles 
Auguftus of Saxe Weimar, as he has declined the 
honor of continuing one of Weilhaupt’s difciples. 
The late Prince of Neuwied might be fubjoined 
for many reafons, and he would make the fifth 
PrinCe well known to have been connected with 
the SeCt j but he is no more ; and we have not 
fufficient proofs to infcribe on the lift feveral 
others of that clals who in Germany are fuppeled 
to belong to the SeCt. 
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CHAP. IX. 

New Chiefs and new Means of the Uluminees. —— 
Device of the Jefuits Mafonry and Succefs of that 

Impofture. 

0 

State and AMONG the fecret writings that the Scft had 
difpofi- in vain fought to conceal from the eyes of juftice, 
^ was onc on which was found, in Ca/c-Zwack’s 
after their hand-writing, this remarkable marginal note : 
u In order to re-eftablifh our affairs, let lome of 
« the ableft of thofe brethren who have avoided 
«* our misfortunes take the places of our founders; 
“ let them get rid of the difcontented, and, in 
“ concert with the new cleft, labour to reftore 
“ our fociety to its primitive vigour Weif- 
haupt had fcarcely left Ingolftadt when he threat- 
ened thofe who difmiffed him, that ere long their 
joy Jbotild be converted into forrow f ; and it was 
evident, that the Uluminees were far from having 
abandoned their confpiracy. Notwithftandirig, 
however, the awful and menacing afpeft which it 
prefented, the different powers, it would feem, 

* Original Writings, Vol. I. lad pages, 
f His Letter to Fifcher. 
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affetted to leave the confpirators in poffelfion of 
means to profecute their illuminizing plans with 
greater activity . 

If we except Weilhaupt, no adept in Bavaria * 
had been condemned to a feverer punifhment than 
exile or a fhort imprifonment. In other parts, 
from Livonia to Strafbourg, and from Holftein 
to Venice, not a fingle inquiry had been made 
concerning their lodges. Many of thole adepts 
who had been convicted of the deeped guilt had 
met with prote&ion indead of indignation in the 
different courts. Notwithdanding the cleared 
proofs of his guilt had been adduced, we fee 
Zwack, a very few days after, producing certifi- 
cates of his probity and fidelity to his prince, 
which had more the appearance of having been 
iffued by his accomplices than by the Aulic Coun- 
cil * ; and the Prince of Salm Kyrbourg calls him 
to his court, in all probability to be ferved with 
a fimilar fort of fidelity ! 1 The confpirators 
Savioli and Diomedes-Con&anza. might con- 
tinue to recruit for the Se£t, provided it was not 
in Bavaria, and that at the expence of the Prince 
who had difeovered their plots. Tiitrius-fAcrz, 
whofe infamous morals are recorded in the Origi- 
nal Writings, barefacedly efcorted them in the 
retinue of the embaffador of the empire to Co- 

* See his Appendix to the Original Writings, P.35 and 36. 

penhagen. 
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penhagen. Alfred-StinQnt\m merely bartered the 
favour of his Prince for that of the Duke de 
Deux-Ponts, and an intrigue was immediately fet 
on foot to reinftate him at Munich. Spartacus 
himfelf tranquilly enjoyed his afylum and a pen- 
fion at a court, though he had confpired to anni- 
hilate every Prince. Never had fo monftrous a 
confpiracy been difcovered or fb publicly denoun- 
ced j yet never were confpirators fo amply fup- 
plied with the means of continuing their plots by 
thofe even againft whom they were confpiring. 
Thus plainly did every thing denote, that the 
flight of Weifhaupt would be to Illuminifm, what 
the Hegira of Mahomet had formerly been to, 
Moflemifm, only the prelude to a greater and 
more fplendid fuccefs. Experience now taught 
Weifhaupt to combine new means, according to 
his favorite maxim of appearing idle in the midft if 
the greateft activity. Perhaps alfo, content with 
having laid the foundations of his conlpiracy, and 
with having arrived at that day which he had long 
fince foretold, when he could defy the powers of 
the earth to deftroy his fabric j or, perhaps, latif- 
fietl at feeing he had now formed men able to prc- 
fide over his Areopagej he limply gave his advice 
on important occafions, leaving the common de- 
tails, the functions of an ordinary chiefs to other 
adepts. However that may be, though it were 
proved that he had given up the dignity of chliefj 

though 
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though the archives of the Se£t were more deeply 
concealed than they are, yet proofs of the plots 
which they are now profecuting would not be 
wanting. Their public adtions fhall in future de- 
pole againft them in default of their fecret ar- 
chives. The adepts were known j it was there- 
fore eafy to watch their labours and compare their 
devices. The German writers have had the ftart 
of us in that career ; hiftory, therefore, will not 
be deftitute of demonftrative proofs. 

The grand objedt of the Dluminees, after the They at- 
dilcovery of their fecret papers, was to perfuade 
Germany that their Order was extindt ; that tht their ex- 
adepts had not only renounced all their ilhimini- iftence * 
ring myfteries, but even all imercourfe among 
themfelves as members of a fecret fociety. Thefe 
ate not the firft Brigands or the firft: Sectaries oh 
record that have wilhed to make the world be- 
lieve the idea of their exiftence to be chimerical, 
even at the very time when they were moft 
a&ivcly promoting their plots and propagating 
their principles. But here error has belied itfelf 
even in the mouths of its moft zealous advocates. 

On the firft appearance of thofe works that de- 
nounced to the Britilh nation at large the conipira- 
cy of the Illuminees, and lhewed how they were 
profecuting their plots in the occult Lodges of 
; Mafonry, .the zealous brethren inhabiting the 
banks of the Thames called on their German allies 

for 
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(or foccour, in order to deftroy *«£• ill imprf 
fioos which the Ljfc Zwwniii, Air. Rnrifmts 
Prvfs, and thefc Motrin, were making. Tie 
complaints of the Engiilh fraternity, and theao- 
fwer of their auxiliary Brother Boedger, are ht- 
felted in the German Mercury, No. 1 1, p age 367. 
Nearly the feme anfwcr has eroded the fea^ ■ 
order to inform the Engliih, through the chanad 
of the MomtMj Magazine of January 179I] 
page 3, that whoever fhould turn his tefe a i d w 
toward Hluminilin would be in purfuit of a chi- 
mera, ** as from the beginning of the year 1790b 
“ imr concerh or the Illuminati has 
“ ceased, and no Lodge of Free-mafons in Genoa} 
“ has, fince that period, taken the kaft notice of 
“ them. Evident proofs of this addition are to 
“ be found among the papers of Mr. Bode, b£ 
** Privy Counfelior at Weimar, who was at tb* 
“ bead of the Order in this part of Germany, a 
** who died in 1794.” 

Strange The foregoing paflage, written by SO 
relating Boetiger, may be obferved to include a vcE" 
I? fee fmgular avowal, which has already been notice 
in Germany to the great confufion of the adepts 
Some zealous writers have told them : You no^ 
own then, that the myfteries of llluminilm haC 
become thofe of the Mafonic Lodges, and thaC 
they had continued to be fo till the year 1790 i 
thofe joumalifts and other authors, therefore, who 

inceflantly 
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inteflantly called the attention of fovereigns to 
die Illuminees, were not miftaken ; and Zimmer- 
man, Hoffman, and Dr. Stark, with fo many 
other writers whofc works the Sedt wifhed to 
Ibpprefs, were correct in publicly proclaiming 
that this difaftrous Sedt had not been annihilated 
when its plots were difeovered in 1786, and much 
r left fo in 1785, as the adept writers of the Bro- 
therhood or their hirelings had attempted to per- 
fuadc the world *. Now the confpirators think 
that it will fu/Hce for their purpofe to make the 
world believe that the idea of their exiftence fince 
the year 1790 is chimerical. This artifice alfo 
Audi be unmafked, and nations fhall be convinced 
that though, this Sedt may have changed its form, 
yet that in fo doing it has only invigorated itfcif, 
and acquired new means of corruption. 

The Sieur Boetiger , the Quixotte of the Illumi- Bode, the 
nees, and of the Brother Bode in particular, alfo 
makes another avowal, viz. That his hero Bode Se£t, 
really became the chief of the Illuminees in his 
part of Germany f. No Brother before him had 

ever 


• See Eudemonia, Vol. VI, No. 2« 

-f- The Sieur Boetiger, Dire&or of the Gymnafium at 
W&emar, and the auxiliary adept fo famous for his Eulogy 
on Bode, which was only laughed at in Germany, has many 
ptkier claims to ridicule befide thofe recorded in his writings. 
The Engliih may overlook the numerous demands of this kind 
Vql. IV, U that 
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ever made this avowal * but it perfectly coincide! 
with the information that I had received concern- 
ing 

that he has upon us in about half a dozen Magazines and 
Reviews in which he co-operates, for his differtations on th$ 
Roman Ladies , on their toilets , and on their fans ; on America 
and on China ; on the Etrufcan Vafes , on the J&ing of es 
Player, and in (hort on many other fubjeds. But what it moR 
concerns the Englifh people to know, is, that the man, whofe 
authority is fet up in favor of the Brotherhood, is as well 
known in Germany for his talents as a leader of fadion as he 
is for his treatifes on toilets and fans. Nor did he on the 
news of the immortal vidory of Admiral Duncan reftrain his 
Jacobin rage in his journals, or blufh at faying that it was 
doubtful whether the Engliih had gained this vidory by the in- 
terference of heaven or of hell, whether it came from above or 
below (von oben oder von unten); and that it was the opinion 
of many, that it would have been a greater happinefs for the 
Englijh to have loft the battle than to have gained it . Such, 
neverthelefs, is the man whom we find placed in competition 
with, and even fet up as an authority againft the patriotifm of 
Mr. Robifon. 

This very fame man moreover writes to inform the Englifh 
that he is no Illuminee. He may gain credit in England; 
but in Germany he is afked what bufinefs he had with the 
Minerval Lodges of If'eimar ? In what quality could he pre- 
tend to inherit the papers of a chief of Illuminifm, which, 
according to the laws of the Sed, could only be entrufted to 
brethren? Or for what reafon, after having been fo inti- 
mately conneded with Bode, does he dill continue to be the 
laborious co-operator of the adept Wi eland in the Nevs 
German Mercury ? 

This auxiliary adept alfo writes to the Englifh, that the 
Duke of Saxe Gotha, on application to him for that purpofe, 

would, 
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tog this infamous Illuminee. It is under the direc- 
tion of this adept, therefore, whole talents for 
conipiracy were fo much admired by -P&Ve-Knigge, 
that we are now to trace the labours and progrefs 
of the Se&. 

To avert the public attention by means of fa- Fable of 
bulous plots, and to conceal their own that they Mafonry” 
aaight profccute their conquefts in the mafonic m 

would, doubt le/s , permit the infpedion of tbofe papers of Bode’s. 

Bat no fuch invitation is made to the Germans ; to them he 
talks of a Prince being in pofleflion of all Bode’s papers, bat 
does not venture to name the prince. He knew too well that 
perions on the fpot might attempt to gain that admittance to 
sniped the papers, if Boetiger’s word could be a fufficient 
incitement to thofe, who think they have acquired a certainty 
that the prince pofleffor has powerful reafons, for not Jhowing 
the two trunks full of papers that he bought at fuch an im- 
menfe rate, and for not giving an invitation to the public 
iimilar to that which the court of Bavaria ordered to be in- 
ferted at the head of the Original Writings. 

1 , in my turn, invite the Author of the Monthly Maga- 
zine to infert thefe refle&ions in his publication, as he did 
Boetiger’s letter in oppofition to Mr. Robifon in that of Jan. 

1798. My reafon for making this invitation is, becaufe I 
have been informed that fome perfons have been duped by that 
letter, and really thought that the exigence of this Sed and of 
its plots, the moil monftrous and moil fubtle that ever exiiled, 
was chimerical. 

I can alfo inform my readers, that all the Secret Writings 
of Bode are not at Gotha. Many of his letters are at this 
moment printing ; and my correfpondents inform me, that 
they perfedly accord with the ilatements in my Memoirs. 

Lodges ; 


V 2 



* 9 * 


ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY j 

Lodges ; to enfnare that clafs called men . of 
letters, and at length taint the whole mafe of the 
people with their principles; were the obje&s of 
Amelius- Bode, and of the new Areopagites who 
prefided over Uluminifm after Weifhaupt’s flight 
and the difperfion of the Bavarian adepts. Among 
the various means devifed, one might appear An- 
gularly ridiculous but for the aftonilhing advan- 
tages drawn from it by the Seft : I mean the fable 
of the Je/uits Majonry. A prodigious number of 
volumes have been written in Germany, both by 
thole who invented the fable, and by others who 
thought it incumbent on them to warn the public 
of this new artifice of Uluminifm. I will not 
wander into ufelefs detail, but will Amply lay be- 
fore my reader the leading points by which he 
may trace the Seft until it attains the period of 
its power in our revolutions. 

As an aft of homage to the defpot Weifhaupt, 
Philo- Knigge was the firft who, in the year 1781, 
and under the name of Aloysius Mayer, pub- 
lilhed this idea of the Jefuits Mafonry. He took 
it up again in the circular letter written by order 
of Spartacus to the Mafonic Lodges ; he again in- 
fills on it in his Additions to the Hiftory of Free - 
tnafonry *. The adepts Ostertag at Ratilbon, 

* See thefe works and the Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. 
22, from Weilhaupt and Let. 1. from Philo— A lfo the Circu- 
lar Letter, Part. II. Seft. VI. 
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Nicolai and Biester at Berlin, and a fwarm of 
other Illuminees, fought to give function to this 
Fable by their writings. As yet, however, it was 
difficult to form a precife idea of this ftory of the 
Jefuits Mafonry, or whether it was true or falfe. 
Bode at length made a colle&ion of every thing 
that could be faid on the fubjeCt, and fent the 
whole of thefe materials to the Brother Bonne* 
ville at Paris*. He foon publifhed his work, 
entitled The Jefuits expelled from Free-mafonry \ and 
this production, fent to all the regular Lodges, 
was fuppofed to be the death-blow to this terrible 
phantom. 

On inveftigating thefe different productions, 
we obferve, that their drift was to make the Frec- 
xnafons believe that all their Lodges were fecretly 
under the direction of the Jefuits; that the whole 
of their myfteries, their fecrets, and their laws, 
were but an invention of the Jefuits; that each 
Mafon, without fufpeCting it, was but the flave 
and inftrument of that fociety which had long 
fince been looked upon as exrinCt, but whofe 
members, though difperfed, ftill preferved an af- 
cendancy difgraceful to Mafonry, and dangerous 
to nations and their rulers. The refult of all this 
tended to perfuade the brethren, that true Mafonry 
was not to be fought for either among the RoG- 

* Endliche Schickfal, Page 38. 
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crucians or the Scotch Knights, and ftill lefs 
among the Englilh Mafons, or thofe of the Strift 
Obfervance ; but folely among the EcleSiic Lodges. 
that were under the direction of the llluminees •. 

The name of Jefuit is certainly a 'formidable 
bug- bear to many people, efpecially to thofe who 
could never pardon their zeal for the Roman Ca- 
tholic faith j and it cannot be denied, that if con- 
ltancy in the caufe of that religion was hateful, they 
were well entitled to the hatred of the enemies of 
the Catholic faith. It is obfervable, that it was in 
thofe very parts of Germany where the Lodges 
were chiefly compofed of Proteftant brethren, 
that this fable made the moft aftonifhing impref- 
itsfuccefe. fi 0 n, nothing being talked o'f but Jefuits under 
the cloak of Mafonry, and their great confpi- 
racy. One might have thought that the confpiracy 
of the llluminees was entirely forgotten; but that 
was not their only object. The Mafonic Brethren 
of the ordinary Lodges heard fo much of their 
being the dupes of the Jefuits, that they aban- 
doned the Stridt Obfervance and the Roficrucians, 
and flocked to the Ecledlic Mafons, then under 
the direction of the llluminees. The Mafonic 
Revolution was fo complete and fo fatal to ancient 
Mafonry, that its zealous Matters and Venerables 
declared this fidtion of Jefuits Mafonry to be a 

* See Philo' t Circular Letter ao4 his conclufion. 
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confpiracy truly worthy of a Danton or a Robef- 
picrrc *. In vain did the more clearfighted Ma- 
fpns point out the fnare, to vindicate their re- 
putation and put a Hop to the general defertion. 
Their demonft rat ions came too latej befide, they 
were written by Protcftants, who were ftrongly 
prejudiced againft the Jefuifts or knew but little . 
about them But, unfortunately, when Germany 
really difeovered the drift of the fable, the greater 
part of the Malons had united with the Illuminees 
for fear of falling a prey to the Jefuits, and many 
others had entirely abandoned the Lodges, chufing 
to be neither Illuminees nor Jefuits. Thus was 
that threat of Weilhaupt accomplifhed, that he 
would either conquer the Strift Obfervance and 
the Rolicrucians, or deftroy them. 

Were it not that prejudice often deprives men 
of the ufe of their reafon, one fhould be afto- 
nilhed to fee the Mafons fall into fuch a paltry 
fnare. Suppofing that I were to go to the Mother 
Lodge of Edinburgh, the Grand Lodge of York 
or that of London, and fay to their Diredories and 
Grand Mailers, you thought that you prefided 

• Wahrlich eln project eines Dantons oder Robefpierre 
Wordig (Endlicbe Scbick/al, Page 32). 

f See on this fubjett the Endlicbe Scbick/al, the works en- 
titled Der Aufgexogene Porbang der Frey Maurery , &c. — - And 
particularly the lad hundred pages of the work Vber die Altai 
vnd Neutn Myfterien , Chap. XVI. &c, 
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Over’ the MaTonic World; you looked upon your- 
fclves as the guardians of the grand fecrets of' 
Mafonry, and as the granters of the diplomas s 
but all this time you were midaken, and little fuf- 
pe&ed that you were, and ftill continue to be 
nothing more than puppets put in motion by the 
Jefuits. . Could one, I afle, invent any thing more 
degrading either to the human mind, or to that 
common fenfe which mud, I fuppofe, be granted to 
the heroes of Mafonry ! Such, however, was the 
whole fable of the Jefuits Mafonry. When 
fpeaking of the Englijh Ma/ons, the authors and 
abettors of this fable fay, w It is true , there are 
“ Jome (of thofe Englifh Mafons) who Jufpelf 
“ that they are led by the noje , but the/e are few . . . 

It is more common among them than any - 
** where elfe , for certain members to renew from 
“ time to time the idea of unknown Snperiors ; “ 
and thofe unknown Superiors who lead the Englifh 
by the noje are always the Jefuits*. 

Ere long the reproach becomes general ; all 
that multitud e of degrees invented in France, in 
Sweden, and in Germany, becomes an invention 
of the Jefuits, as well as the Englifh and Scotch 
degrees *; and a fort of epidemical dupidity alone 
hinders the Brotherhood from feeling their bond- 
age ; at lead fuch mud be the natural confequence 

* See the Jefuits expelled y'r.jc'irj. Part I. I’. 31 and 35. 

+ Philo’s circular Letter. 
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of this fable. How could the German Malons 
■ poflibly avoid perceiving the abfurdity of it?— 
Tbeir profound adepts and the Eledt of all na- 
tions flocked to Wilhemfbaden, and in the fpace 
of thirty years they held five or fix general aflem- 
blies ; how came it to pafs that all thefe brethren 
combining their fecrets, their government, and 
their laws, revifing, meditating, and correfting, 
not only, their myfteries but their whole code, 
were purblind enough not to furmife at lead that 
of which they were afterwards fo fully perfuaded 
when they returned to their Lodges, viz. “ that 
tfcey were but the vile inftruments and flaves of 
the Jefuits ? ” There can be no medium ; either 
cZme Mafons muft be the offspring of the grofleft 
ffcwjpidity and folly (and then what becomes of 
tlweir great lights and their fcience of fciences fo 
much extolled), or, the invention of the Jefuits’ 
N^afonry muft be a moft abfurd fable (and in 
tfxat cafe why do they flock to the Lodges of the 
Hluminees for fear of meeting a bugbear in their 
own?) 

This fable too appears ftill more abfurd when 
we refledl that fuch men as Philippe D’Orleans, 
Copdorcct, Syeyes, or Mirabeau, with fo many 
| other Deifts, Atheifts, and moft inveterate ene- 
mies and aflaflins of the Jefuits, and of all thofc 
who preached the fame dodirines, were at the bead 

Ma/ovty! 
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It may alfo be worthy of remark, at what period: 
thefe Religious are transformed into the Grand. 
Matters and Directors pf that multitude of Lodges 
fpread fromEaft toWeft ? It is after they have been 
abolifhed it is when, forbidden to form a com- 
munity, they are difperfed throughout the different 
diocefes afting the part of private miflionaries 
under the infpedtion of their Bilhops : this is the 
period chofen for initialling them governors and 
directors of a vaft confraternity of Mafons ! It is 
when ftripped of every thing, driven from their 
habitations, having fcarcely wherewith to procure 
the necefiaries of life, that they are fuppofed to 
command all the funds of the Mafonic Lodges! 
It is when, under the yoke of perfecution, they 
continue to preach the doctrines of the Gofpelj 
that they are accufcd of a fuppofed fecret impiety 
and of a profound policy ! If they are impious, 
at leaft we mutt allow them to be as aukward in 
their impiety and as imbecile as thole who could 
fuppofe them to have pofleffed fome ingenuity j 
for in the midft of their fuppofed impiety, oi 
their Deiftical and Atheiftical, their rebellious and 
anarchical principles, they have been aukward 
enough always to have for their greateft enemies 
not only the Deifts and Atheifts of Mafonry bu' 
thofe of every other clafs ! On the other hand 
they are fuppofed to be the authors of the new 
fnyfteries of Mafonry, and they arc artful enougt 
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to introduce them by means of proteftant leaders, 
fiich as a Baron Hund or a Zinnendorff ; be- 
fidc, thefe myfteries are only multiplied in the- 
divers lodges in order to create inteftinc jealou- 
fies, hatreds, &c. which all the general meetings 
of the Sc£fc could not reprefs ! This alfo muft be 
Ac work of a body profoundly politic ! Did 
thefe terrible Jefuits then think to add to their 
power by thus deftroying the Mafonic puppets 
®hich they had fo long governed, in place of 
uniting thofe millions of brethren or (laves under 
one law, who might have formed an impenetrable 
phalanx againft their enemies? 

. Certainly we muft be aftoniihed at the abfurdity 
of this fable of the Jefuits’ Mafonry j but our 
*ftoni(hment increafes on examining the proofs 
whereon it is grounded *. 

Let 

• Some readers may perhaps tax me with treating this 
fable, and the proofs adduced by the Illuminees, as abfurd 
inconceivable, only that I might be dilpenfed from 
t^ttUde of refuting demonilrations perhaps difficult to be an- 
(wtred. Should any iuch be found among my readers, let 
! them turn to thofe writings which fome of the moil famous 
r tdepts, fuch for example as Mirabeau, or rather hi* initiator 
, recruiter Mauvihon , extol in the higheft terms ; and 
wbkh arc not (he fays) to be looked uppn as a mere fyftcm % 
tot as a complete digeft and exail JI ate merit of the principal fails 
that led in Germany to the difcwery of this Mafonry of the Je- 
jhitt . ( See Mirabeau* s Pruffian Monarchy > V ol. V. Book P1IL 
f*ge 77 ) 9 This famous book is entitled 7 be Jefuits expelled 

from 
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Let us fuppofe that Nicolai, Knigge, Bode r 
and the other writers of the Brotherhood, had I 1 

made 1 

from Mafomy , and thtir Poignard broken by the Mafias. In tk* 
very firfl page we fee engraven on a plate this poignard witto 
the compafs, the fquare, the triangles, the eagles, liars, 
every thing that he fuppofes to be the emblems of Stultl* 
Mafonry. Should it be aiked where this poignard was founds’ 
no anfwer is given ; but in the following very ingenious man— - 
ner the writer pretends to demonftrate that the great author^ 
and dire&ors of Scotch Mafonry were Jefuits : 

ill. Bonneville declares this Mafonry toconfiftof four de- 
grees, the Apprentice, the Fellow craft, the Mailer, and thr 
Scotch Mailer. The pafs-words in thefe degrees are Bo*& 
and Tubal-cain for the firil ; Sbiboletb , Chibhn , Notuma , fcr 
the others. Boaz feems to have puzzled him ; he therefor 
rejects it, and only takes the four initials, T.S.C.N. 

The Jefuits alfo had four degrees, the Lay Brothers (tint 
is to fay thofe who, as in all religious Orders, were only *d fc 
mitted as fervants, fuch as the cooks, gardeners, &c. Theft 
the Jefuits called Temporal Coadjutors . Bonneville overlook* 
Coadjutor, b-*t takes the initial of Temporal ; and he the* 
gets T , which demonftrates that the Lay Brother Jefuit is th« 
fame as the Apprentice Mafon, alfo denoted by T. The ft* 
cond degree among the Jefuits is that of the young iludents> 
and thefe were called Scolajlici , or Scholars ; but when thef 
had finiihed their fludies, and taught in their turn, they be* 
came Magiftri , or Mailers. The S in Scolajlici is convenient 
for Bonneville’s demonilration, and it becomes the S of the 
Shiboleth of the Fellow-craft. The third degree of the Je- 
fuits is that of Spiritual Coadjutor, who took the three com* 
xnon religious vows ; here the C initial of Coadjutor is the C of 
Chiblim, and Bonneville has not the ilighteil doubt but the 
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made a compilation of every thing that was odi- 
ous in Mafonry, and had fubftituted the word 

JeJuit 

paritual Coadjutor of the Jefuits i* the Mafler in Free- 
Bftibnry. At length comes the fotfrth degree, or the pro. 
efid Jefuits, that is, thofe who to the three firfi vows have 
sided that of going to preach the Gofpel in whatever part 
f the world the Pope chofe to fend them. Thefe were called 
he profeffed Jefuits ; but the word profeffed would not ferve 
taaneville’s purpofe, he wanted an N; he fays therefore, that 
hefe profeffed were called Nojlri , he then gets an N, the evi* 
Lent Notuma of the Scotch Mailer in Mafonry. Thus it is 
hat by comparing the T. S. C. N. of Mafonry with the 
r. S . C. N. that he had difeovered among the Jefuits, he 
P*©»es that the degrees of Scotch Mafonry are the fame as 
Aafcof the Jefuits. (See the Jefuits expelled Mafonry , Vol % II. 
5 and 6.) 

Should the reader defire to know how the word Mafin 
ptcifely anfwers to the ptrfefi degree of the Jefuits, or to 
their Profeffed , Bonneville will tell him, that the letters 
A.B. C. See . Band for numbers i, 2, 3, See . Suppofe the 
Jcfints have adopted this eafy cypher, and then the four 
htes, M. A. S. O. will give 12+1 + 18 + 14=45, and 
remains N, the very initial letter of the Nos t hr the 
frft& degree ef the Jefuits , to which they could only he admitted 
** the age of forty-five / ( Ibid. Page 9.) What a pity (ex- 

daims Bonneville) that this Nofter fhould be the profeffed 
Jtfiit, profeffus quatuor votorum ( Ibid Page 6 J ; and a Bill 
greater pity (fay 1) for his pofition, that, according to the 
teftitutions of the Jefuits, at the age of twenty-five they 
■right be admitted to take the fourth vow, provided they 
hd finUhed their courfe of divinity. ( Conftit . S octet. Jef 
Pert L Chap . //• No. 12, de Admitttndis.) Another mis- 
fortune 
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Jefuit for that of Freemafon or Roficrucian, wi 
(hall then have a pretty accurate idea of the ge* 
neral courfe followed by thc'Illuminizing Mafoos. , 
It would be ^xa£Uy as if any hiftorian were to take 
it into his head, when treating of Weilhaupt’s 
Code, to fubftitute the word Jefuit in lieu of B- 
luminee, and that without being able to name a 
fingle Jefuit againft whom the accufation could be 
preferred, notwithftanding the ardent defire of 
thefe barefaced calumniators to mention iora^ one 
at leaft of the culprit Jefuits. It is a long feries 
of contradittions. Neither do they agree as to I 
the time, the degrees, or the myfteries of this 
Mafonry of the Jefuits. The foie fa& that might 
deferve to be inveftigated, had any proof been 

. fortune wm, that even thofe Jefuits who had taught in their 
colleges had generally terminated their courfe of divinity and 
taken their laft vow by the age of thirty-tbree. 

Were I to go on to fhow, that the G, or the God, of the 
Mafons becomes the General of the Jefuits, becaufe General 
begins with a G. — that the Jubal, or the mufician of the 
Mafons, is a Jefuit, becaufe Jubal and Jefuit both begin with 
a J. — that the Hiram- Abif alfo of the myfteries is a Jefait, 
becaufe H — 8 and A~ i and the total 9 “J. ; in fhort, were 
I to proceed to enumerate five or fix hundred follies of the 
fame nature, all given as proofs of the Jefuits’ Mafonry, my 
reader would be almoft tempted to believe that I was tra- 
ducing Bonneville. I mult, therefore, refer him to the author 
himfetf ; and let that man read and ftudy him who is not dif- 
gulted at the reading of the firft pages, and at the impudence 
with which this author wifhes to impofe upon the public. 

6 adduced 
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Jduced in confirmation of it, was that of the 
efuits converting Mafonry into a confpiracy for 
ic reinftatement of the Stuarts on the Englifli 
'hronc. But of what confequence could their 
iinftatement on the throne, or a fecret of that 
attire, be to the Swedilh, Ruffian, Polonefe, or 
lutch Mafons; and how could one pretend to 
erfuade the Englilh and Scotch Mafons that their 
fafonry, Code, and Emblems, long anterior to 
le-Cataftrophe of the Stuarts, were only myfteries 
ivented to reinftate the Stuarts on the throne ? 
hould an hiftorian ever undertake to write the 
iftoVy of the extraordinary reveries of the human 
iind, let him not forget thofe fet forth by the 
ihlfninees on this occafion j and were it not for 
he eminent ufe it was of to them for the propa- 
ation of their plots, 1 Ihould never have thought 
f troubling my reader with it, or offerioufly re- 
nting fo incoherent a fable. We muft next turn 1 
ur attention to a coalition more real and far more 
ilaftrous, I mean that kndwn under the name of 
be Germanic Union. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 


The Germanic Union — Its principal A8ors> and the 
Conquejis it prepared for the Muminees. 


AFTER having defcribed fo many plots, unmade- 
ed fo much artifice, and difclofed fuch various 
means of delufion. and fedu&ion, all ifluing from 
the dens of impiety, why am I forbidden to lay 
down my pen, and, abandoning thde dark haunts 
of vice, to aflame the pleafing talk of deferibing 
the habits of the virtuous man, or of a nation happy, 
and enjoying the fweets of peace beneath the Iha- 
dow of its laws, and that under a beloved monarch, 
revered ftill more as the father than as the fove- 
reign of his peaceful empire ? Alas ! the fight of 
fuch a nation has vanilhed from the face of the 
earth ; thrones totter and difappear j dates weep 
over the ruins of their religion and of their laws, 
or are yet painfully druggling with the devouring 
monder. Danger dalks on every fpot; and if hap- 
pier days are mentioned, it can only dimulate us 
to denounce the too long concealed caufes of our 
misfortunes, in hopes of feeing once again thole 
nearly-forgotten days return. Though the mind 
5 revolts 
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revolts at the idea, yet for the public good we will 
purfue that tribe of Weifhaupt ; and, fo far from 
giving repole to our thoughts, we lhall be once 
more hurried into new plots and machinations in- 
vented by the moft profound adepts of Uluminifm, 
and horridly famous in Germany under the name 
of the German Union. To underftand perfeftly 
the objeft of this Union, the hiftorian muft revert 
to conlpiracies anterior to thofe of Weilhaupt. 

We have often feen Voltaire boafting of the TheGerJ 

manic 

progrels that Infidelity was making in the north of Union; 
the German Empire. This progrels was not ‘ t,or ‘8 in * 
felely to be attributed to his labours, nor had he 
the lcaft fufpicion of the many co-operators that 
■were leconding his views. 

• In the very heart of Proteftantifm and of its 
icfrools, a Confpiracy had been formed again!! 
the Proteftant and every branch of revealed reli- 
gion, inveterate in its means and agents as that 
formed by Holbach’s club. The Parifian So- 
phifters openly attacked Jefiis Chrift and all Chrif- 
tianity. The clubs, or rather fchools, of the 
iNorth of Germany, under pretence of purifying the 
Proteftant Religion , and of reftoring it to the prin- 
ciples of true Chriftianity, ftripped it of all the 
myfteries of the Gofpcl, reduced it; Ajhat fpecies 
o£ Deifm which they decorate wi$Hhe name of 
JWatural Religion , and thus hoped to lead their 
adepts to a negation of all Religion. Thele new 
. Vol. IV. X lawgivers 
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lawgivers did not abfolutely proicribe revelation s 
but revelation was to be fubje&cd to the judg- 
ment of their reafon. 

The Antichriftian Confpiracy had originated in 
France with thofe men who ftyled themfelves 
Philofophers, and who profefled to be ftrangers 
to all theological erudition. In Germany it 
took rife in the heart of the Univerfitics, and 
among their Doctors of Divinity. In France the 
Sophifters confpiring againft all Religion cried up 
the toleration of the Proteftants, in hopes of de- 
ftroying the Catholic faith ; in Germany the Pro- 
teftanc Doftors abufed that toleration in order to 
fubftitute Philofophifm to the tenets of their 
church. 

The firft of thefe German Doctors who, under 
the mafk of Theological difquifitions, engaged in 
Semlcr. this Antichriftian Confpiracy, was Semler, pro- 
feflfor of Divinity in the Univerfity of Halle, in 
Upper Saxony. The only ufe he appears to have 
made of his knowledge would lead us to fuppofe 
that he imbibed his principles from Bayle, rather 
than from the true fources of Theology. Like 
Bayle, we may obferve him here and there fcat- 
tering a few ufetiil truths, but equally inclining 
toward paradox and fcepticifm. Rapid as Vol- 
taire, but deftitute of his elegance, he can only 
be compared to that Antichriftian Chief for the 
multitude of contradictions into which he ftumblcs 


at 
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at every ftep. *« It is not uncommon to Jet Bim 
“ Begin a /entente with an opinion that be contradicts 
“ before be concludes it. His predominant fyftcm; 
“ and the only one that can be gathered from his 
* f numerous reveries, is, that the fymbols of 
** Chriftianity and of all other Sefts are objefts of 
** noconfequence ; that the Chriftian Religion con- 
" tains b<it few truths of any importance 5 and that 
u every perlbn may feleft thefe truths and decide 
.** upon them as he pleafes. His fcepticifm has 
® hever permitted him to fix upon any religious 
■** opinion for himfelf, unlefs it be when he clearly 
** profefles, that Protcftantifm is not founded on’ 
better grounds than any of the other Se&s ■, 
** that it ft ill ft ends in need of a very great rrform ; 
and that this reform fhould be effe&ed by his 
Brethren the Doftors of the Univerfities 
This new reformer began to propagate his doc- 
c vines as early as the year 175-1 » anc * continued to 
circulate them, in German and in Latin, in a thou- 
fa«d different fhapes. At one time in an Hiftorical 
<**rd Critical Collection ; at another, in Free Difqttifi- 
td&us on the Canons or Ecclefiaftical Laws j then in an 
Ibtftitution of the Chriftian DcCtrine ; and, above all, 
**» ah EJ/ay on the Art and School of a Free Theology. 
Soon after a new Dottor appears, attempting to 

* See News ef a Secret Coalition cgainjl Religion and Me- 
teoreij. Xh e Appendix, No. 9. 

X 2 make 
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Teller. 


Damm 

and 

Bahrdu 


Lofflcr. 


make this defired reform, or to fupprefs the re* 
maining rr.yfterics that Luther and Calvio had not 
thought proper to rejedt. This was William 
Abraham Teller, at firft Profeffor at 'Hclm- 
ftadtin the Dutchy ofBrunfwick, afterwards Chief 
Of the Confiftory and Provoft of a Church at Ber- 
lin. He made his firft efiay for deftroying the 
myfteries by publilhing a Catecbijm , in which, 
fcolfing at the divinity of Chrift, he reduces his 
religion to Socinianifm. Soon after this* his pre- 
tended Difficnary of the Bible was to teach the 
Germans “ methods to be followed in explaining 
“ the Scriptures ; by which they were to fee no 
* £ other dodtrine in the whole of Chriftianity than 
** true Naturalifm, under the cloak and fymbolsof 
*5 Judaifm 

About the fame time appeared two other Pro- 
teftant Dodtors, who carried their new-fangled 
Theology Jlill nearer to the ft ate of a degraded and 
Antichriftian Philofophifm. Thefe were the Doc- 
tors Damm and Bahrdt j the former the Redtor 
of a College at Berlin, the latter a Dodtor of Di- 
vinity at Halle, but a man of fuch infamous 
morals, that even Philo- Knigge was alhamed to 
lee his name among Weilhaupt’s eledt, and did 
npt even dare to pronounce it f. Loffler, the 
fuperintendant of the Church of Gotha, ran the 

* Ibid. Appendix, No. io. f Endliche crklarang, P. 13*'. 

* . fame 
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fime career of impiety, as well as many others 
whole writings might have been taken for the 
compofitions of the Illuminizing Epopts. The 
falhion of inveftigating religion merely to over- 
turn its myfteries became fo common in the Ger- 
man provinces, that the Proteftant Religion leem- 
ed to be doomed to fall by the hands of its own 
Po&ors, when at length a few of thofe Minifters 
who were ftiU fired with zeal for their tenets railed 
their voices to denounce this confpiracy. 

The Doctor DesmarIes, fuperintendant of the 
Church of Deffau, in the principality of Anhalt, 
and the Do&or Stark, famous for his erudition 
and his conflicts with Uluminifm, firft called the 
attention of the public to this riling Sedt j the 
former in his Letters on the New Paftors of the 
Proteftant Cburcb , and the latter in his Appendix 

the pretended Crypto-Catbolicifm and Jefuitifm. 
Nothing can better • probe the wound which the 
Proteftant Church had juft received, than the 
Nummary view taken of the dodtrine of thefe new 
paftors, by the fuperintendant of Dellau in the 
following terms : 

** Our Proteftant Divines fucceflively attack 
** all the fundamental articles of Chriftianity.-— 
** They do not let one Angle article of the ge- 
** ncral fymbol of faith fubfift. From the Crea- 
M tion of Heaven and Earth to the Refurrcc- 
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“ tion of the Body, they combat every (ingle a r* 
« tide 

While thefe theological adepts were perverting 
their fcience to inundate Germany with their 
crafty Philofophifm, a fircond confederation was 
forming at Berlin for the propagation of thefe 
works, extolling them as the only produ&ioos 
worthy of the public attention. At the head of 
Nicolai, this league was one Nicolai, a Bookfelkr. Bo- 
fore this man’s time we had often feen Bookfel- 
lers who, actuated by avarice, indiicriminately 
fold books of the mod: impious and feditious and 
others of the mod pious tendency ; but a phene*, 
tnenon that had never been feeh before, was a 
Bookfeller whofe impiety overcame his love of 
gain, and who would rather facrifice the profits to be 
acquired by the file of religious works, than allow 
them to be dilperfed among the people. NicoUft 
was a Bookfeller of fuch a damp as D’Alembert 
wiflied to find, and fuch as he would have beer*, 
himfelf had it been his profeffion. It was exclu— 
fively to the propjgation of Impiety that he had 
dedicated his commerce and his literary talents, 

• Proteftantifche Gottefgelehrten grcifen einen grand ar- 
tikeldes Chriflenthums nach deniandcrn an ; laflcn inganzen 
Allgcmeinen Glaubens-bekenrnifs vom Schopfer himmels und 
der erde, bis zur auferftehung des fleifches nicht tman ge- 
fochten — (Ubtr die muen ivdcbter der Preteftantifcben Kirtbe ; 
erftes hefty S, 10 ). 


for 
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for he would alio be a fophifticated writer. He 
was not even initiated into the myfteries of Wcif- 
haupt, when he had a&ually formed the plan for 
overturning the Chriftian Religion in Germany 
by one of thofe means which governments have 
never yet fufficiently attended to, or been aware of. 
At the head of his bufinefs as a Bookfcllcr, he alfo 
undertook to be the compiler of a fort of weekly 
Encyclopedia, which he cntided Tbe Univer/ai 
Gen mm Library *. At once the compiler and 
fidcfman of Impiety, he engaged feveral Sophif- 
ters to co-operate with him. He alio leagued 
with many men of great learning and merit, whofe 
articles being inferced in his Journal were to ferve 
is a cloak for the more impious ones, whence’ the 
readers were to imbibe his baneful principles.— 
The mod dangerous articles of this fort were thofe 
written by himfclf, by the famous Jew Mendel- 
sohn, by Biester, Librarian to the King, and 
by Gedike, Counfellor to the Confiftory of Ber- 

* I have quoted his EJfay on tbe Templars j and I thought 
myfelf bound to do To, becaufe I found that his refearches per- 
fe&ly coincided with thofe which 1 had made on the accuia- 
thms preferred againit thofe Knights, and on the proofs that 
appeared on the face of the moil authentic documents relating 
to their judgment. I was not, however, on that account lefi 
- concerned to fee the Impiety with which thefe refearches are 
replete. I alio obferved all that ridiculous difplay of erudi- 
tion on the Baffomet of the Templars ; but I cannot deny that 
his quotations are perfedUy exadt. 
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lin. It was not long, however, before the teit* 
dency of this Journal was difeovered. It was ob-* 
fcrved, that all their praifes were laviflied on thofe 
very men whofe dottrines were levelled at the total 
overthrow of thofe myfteries of Chriftjanitv which 
had been preferved by Luther and Calvin. The 
man who fo well feconded the views of Wciibaupt 
without knowing it could not long efcape the 
notice of the Scrutators. The Se£k had one in 
particular whofe name will hereafter become fa* 
mous; this was the Brother Z^w/Zer-Leuchfenring, 
who had been Preceptor to the Princes at Berlin* 
and afterward to thofe of Heffe Darmftadt. A 
fanatical recruiter, and, though loquacious, very re- 
ferred on the mylleries, this Leuch fenring waa 
then travelling as an Infinuator. Hanover and 
Neuwied already bore teftimony of his zeal. He 
had attempted in vain to infinuace the Chevalier 
Ziinmermann.i but Nicolai afforded an eafy cour 
quell. It was foon complete ; Gedike and Bieller* 
following his example, only combined their con- 
fpiracy with Weilliaupt’s myfteries. The Doctor 
Bahrdt had fallen as eafy a prey to the Affeffor 
Mines but the Dotftor viewed what had been done 
by his new Brethren, to fecond his views and 
writings againft Chrillianity, as of little avail — ^ 
He thought he could furpafs all the artifices of 
Weilhaupt, Knigge, and Nicolai ; and his evil ge- 
nius afforded him the means. 


The 
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The plan that he had conceived was nothing Its plan, 
lefs than to reduce all Germany, and by procefr 
of time the whole world, to the impOflibility of 
receiving any other lefTons* of of reading any 
other produ&ions than thofe of the Uluminees.— * 

The means of reducing the literary world to this 
new (ptcies of flavery are all contained in the laws 
laid down by this ftrange adept for a coalition fa- 
mous in Germany under the title of the Germanic 
Union, Die Deutjcbe Union *. 

This 

• The Sieur Beet tiger writes from Germany, and his letter 
is inferted' in the Monthly Magazine for January 1 798, that 
this plan, and the whole confederation of Do&or Bahrdt, art 
only known to Mr* Robifon through thevinedium of the oh - 
fewre and defpi cable Journal of GeiJ/en. This journal of Gei£» 
fen was never dejpicable in any one’s eyes but thofe of the 11- 
luminees, or of their votaries. They had their reafons for 
crying it down ; and thofe very reafons mud enhance its 
value in the eyes of every honed man. In the next place, 
how can this Boettiger prefume to aflert that this Journal was 
the only fource whence Mr. Robifon had derived his informa* 
tion? The great number of works quoted by Mr. Robifon 
mud evidently belie fuch an aflertion, and I willingly declare 
that it was difficult to procure more. Had he been in pofief* 
fion of no other than that famous work known in Germany 
jmder the title of MebrNoten als Text , order, die Deutfcbe Union 
dir Zwei und Z<wanziger (More notes than T ext ; or, the 
German Union of the Twenty-Two), that work which, ac- 
cording to Boettiger, alone fufficed to open the eyes of the 
public, is that only known by the Journal of Gieflen ? With 4. 
fimilar affurance does this champion of Jlhiminifm aflert this 

work 
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This confederacy was to be governed by twen- 
ty-two adepts chofen from among that fpecies of 
men, who by their functions, their knowledge, or 
their labours, had acquired, a greater facility in 
directing the public opinion toward all the errors of 

work to have been written by Bode, as if there could be the 
lead probability that Bode, who had taken fo a&ive a part in 
this confpiracy, would be very forward in laying it open to 
the public, and expofing the Baronnt de Recke, Count e/s rf 
Me Jem, the daughter of Wander n (the Stroller ), to public ridi- 
eule, a woman whofe charms he fo much admired, and with 
whofe writings he was fo well acquainted. If Bode was the 
writer of this publication, which fo well difplays the knavery 
of the German Union, how comes it to pafs that Mr. Gbfchen, 
ft Bookfeller of Leipfic, has avowed himfclf the author of it, 
and is univerfally acknowledged as fuch ? My readers muff 
perceive, that by entering into thefe digreflions, I only defign 
to warn the public againft the different publications which the 
illumine es are daily difperfmg to purfuade nations that their 
plots arc chimerical, while they are purfuing them with re- 
doubled ardour. 

I fhall aHb follow nearly the fame documents that Mr. Ro- 
feifon has adopted, as they perfe&ly coincide with the memo- 
rials that I have received from Germany. All that I fhall lay 
before my readers in this chapter may be faid to be extra&s 
from the following German writings : Newt of a great and 
htutfible confederation againjl the Chrtftian religion and monarchy . 
—The Syfiem of the Cofmopolitans dif co vered. — The Viersna Jomr- 
nal by Hoffmann. — Notice given before it is too late , by the fame. 

• — More Notes than Text , He.— The Knowledge of the World 
and of Men , He. befides many other private letters and me- 
morials on the Iiluminees. 
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ft Se&. The other brethren, difperfed through 
te different towns, were to contribute by different 
.cans toward the grand obje& under the direction 
r the twenty-two, each of- whom had his depart- 
«nt affigned to him, as in Weilhaupt’s Areo- 
age. 

The perfons who were chiefly to be fought 
ter were authors, poft-mafters, and bookfcllers. 
finces and their minifters were abfoluteiy exr 
ipted againft ; and people in favour at court, or 
i the different public oflices, were not to be 
Kkfen. 

.Thefe confederates were divided into fimple afr 
tjates and aftive Brethren •, and the latter alone 
ere initiated into the fecret, means, and object, 
r the coalition. The inftru&ions imparted to 
e brethren were drawn up in the fame ftyle and 
ethod that had long fince been adopted by 
ahzdt, and other apoftates from the proteftant 
liverfities, to reduce Chriftianity to their pre- 
sided natural religion, by declaring Moles, the 
rophets, and even Chrift, to have been men dif- 
nguifhed, it is true, by their wifdom, but who 
ad nothing divine either in their doftrines or 
leir works. “To root out fuperftition, to re- 
ftore mankind to liberty by enlightening them, 
to confumraate the views of the founder even 
; of Chriftianity without violent means, fuch is 
' our objeft,” would they fay to the Brethren. 

“ It 
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*' It is for that purpofe that we have formed - 1 
** fccrct fociety, to which we invite all thofe Who 
“ are actuated by the fame views, and are pro- 
«* perly fenfible of their importance.” 

As a means of accomplilhing thefe objedfe, and 
of propagating their pretended light, thefe a£tive 
"brethren were to eftablifh in every town certain 
literary j octettes , or reading clubs (lefegefchaften), 
which were to become the rcfort of all thole who 
had not the means of procuring the daily publica- 
tions. Thefe were to attraft as many aflbciates as 
poffible to thefe reading-rooms; watch their opi 1 - 
nions, imbue them with the principles of the 
Order, leave thofe whofe zeal and talents gave but 
little hopes, among the common brethren j btift 
initiate, after certain preliminary oaths, thofe who 
could be of any real fervice, and who entered fully 
into the views and plans of the Order. 

The fociety was to have its gazettes and jour- 
nals, which were to be under the direction of thofe 
adepts whofe talents were the mod confpicuous j 
and no pains were to be fpared to deftroy all other 
periodical prints. 

The libraries of thefe literary focieties were to 
be compofed of books all according with the 
views of the Order. The choice of thefe books 
and the care of furnifhing them were to be left to 
the fecretaries, and particularly to bookfellers 

who 
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who were initiated in the myftcries of the coali- 
tion. 

The hopes conceived by the man who had 
planned this afiociation were held out to the eleft 
as an incitement to the founding of new ones. What 
advantages (would he fay) ihall we not gain over 
foperftition by thus direfling the leftures in our 
mufcums ? What will we not do for men who, 
zealous in our caufe, and difperfed in all parts, 
circulate every where, even in the cottages, the 
jiroduftions of our choice ? Should we ever be 
matters of the public opinion, how eafy will it be 
for us to cover with contempt, and bury in obli- 
vion, every fanatical work that may be announced 
in the other journals, and on the contrary extol 
thofe works that are written according to our 
■views. By degrees we lhall become matters of 
the whole trade of bookfelling. Then will it be 
in vain for fanatics to write in defence of fuperfti- 
tion and delpots, as they will neither find fellers, 
buyers, nor readers. 

- Left bookfellers themfclves fhould proteft againft 
an inftitution of this nature, they were to be drawn 
into it by advantages propofed to them, and by 
the fear of being ruined fhould they not accede to 
the views of the coalition. They were to be af- 
iured, that the brethren would employ every pof- 
fible means to encourage the fale of works that 
met with the approbation of the union ; but would 

5 alfo 
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alfo impede the circulation of, and dilcredit bjr 
their journals all fuc has were hoftile to their views.. 
Neither had they to fear a diminution in their 
trade ; the affociation could encourage writers to- 
multiply their productions by enfuring their fale; 
indeed, funds were to be eftablilhed to indemnify 
any bookleller who, in place of felling fuels works 
as were inimical to the views of the Union, would 
leave them concealed in his fhop, pretend that he 
had never heard of fuch works, or flatly refuie to- 
fell them, thus abufing by every poffible means 
the confidence of authors and of the public. 

Such was the plan of the Germanic Union , or 
Dr. Bahrdt’s mafter-piece. Never had the defire 
of tyrannically governing the public opinion in- 
vented a more perfidious plan. One might be led 
to think it the reverie of fome evil genius who had 
fworn to extirpate from the minds of the people 
all ideas of any focial or religious doCtrine. There 
do, however, exift crimes which in the eyes of the 
hone It man are almoft chimerical, but which pre- 
lent little difficulty when undertaken by a villain. 
He that had conceived the plan was with milchie- 
vous propriety placed at the head of the aflbeia- 
tion. The diffolutenefs and infamy of his morals 
had not left him wherewith to fubfift in any decent 
way, when on a ludden he purchafed, near Halle, 
a large manfion which he called after his own name 
Rakrdts-rv.be, This was foon converted into the 

head 
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head quarters of the new Union. But it could 
never have acquired any great confiftency had it 
not been for Nicolai, who had long been labour- 
ing according to Bahrdt’s views. The immenfe 
correfpondence that he had by means of his com- 
merce with the other bookfellers of Germany; the 
Art of dominion that he enjoyed over the literary 
world by means of his Univerjal Library ; the 
court paid to him by different authors whofe for- 
tunes depended on the rank he chofe toaffign 
them in his Library , or in the Berlin Journal, the 
Manatbjcbrift ; and more particularly the art with 
which he contrived to gain over a great number of 
bookfellers, gave him a power that no fovereign 
could ever pretend to. His illuminized co-opera- 
tors, Biefter, Gedike, and Leuchfenring, became 
more ardent, daring, and impious, than ever in 
the journals which they compiled. Bode likewife 
would have one at Weimar under the title of the 
Uwoerfal Literary Gazette . Another of the fame 
nature was feton foot at Saltzbourg, by Hubnlr, 
who was alfo an Illuminee. The offspring of 
Weilhaupt were all warned of the ft re is which 
they were to lay on thefe publications, and they 
loon became a moil- terrible fcourge on all writers 
who would not facrificc their principles to impie- 
ty. The fable of the Jefuits Mafonry was now 
improved by a new fiction that i'pread difmay in 
7 the 
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the mind of every writer who wifhed to oppole the 
progrefs of llluminifm. 

Thofe very Jefuits who have juft been ieen re* 
prefented as the moft artful infidels, and as fc- 
cretly prefiding over the Mafonic lodges, were now 
become nioft zealous Catholics, who had fecretly 
mingled among the Proteft;mts, in order to bring 
theft prov inces back to the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion and fubjedt them to the dominion of the 
Pone. Every man who dared defend any one of 
thoft myfteries that can only be known either to 
Catholic or Proteftant through Revelation, every 
man who preached fubmiffion to lovcreigns and 
the laws of the flate, was immediately proclaimed a 
Jefuit , or the fervile (lave of Jdiiitifm. One 
might have thought that all the proteftant pr°" 
vinces were filled with theft Jefuits, fecretly con* 
fpiring againft the proteftant religion; and lT*y 
readers will eafily conceive what an imprdfiO n 
fuch a charge mult have made to the di fad vantage 
of any writer in thofe provinces. Neither the 
fice of miniftcr nor of fuperintendant of a chur^ 
could fereen a perfon from lb terrible an impure 
tion. Even that man was not proof againft % ’ 
who, out of zeal for Luther and Calvin, had giv^^ 
full vent to all his hatred and prejudices againft th^ 
Jefuits ; I mean Dr. Stark. In his work on Tbe Ai^ 
(tent and Mcdern Myjl cries he had declared, *« tha 

* c lovercign^ 
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fovercigns had, by the deftruftion of the Jefu- 
its, rendered an ever-memorable iervice to re- 
ligion, to virtue, and to humanity.” Never- 
elefs M. Stark, at that time, as he ftill conti- 
ks to be, a preacher and doftor of the Lutheran 
lurch, and alio counfellor of a Confiftory at 
ttrmftadt, was obliged to employ many pages of 

* apology in proving that he was neither a 
oman Catholic nor a Jefuit, and particularly that 
i was not one of the pr of effed Jefuit s , who, having 
'ken the four vows , were obliged at the command of 
jf Pope to go and preach the catholic faith wherevet 
i ehofe to fend them *. 

The Chevalier Zimmerman met with a fimilar 
ite, merely becauie he had laid open the plots of 
le Hluminees, and dared to ridicule the adept 
rfW&r-Leuchfenring, who had propofed to ini- 
bate him into the Brotherhood diat was foon to 
sfcrm and govern the world f. That celebrated 
ian, an ornament to the Royal Society of Lon- 
on, is neverthelefs reprefented by the journalifts 
f the Se£t as an ignorant fellow , wallowing in 
pcrftition, and an enemy of Light 
The Profefibr Hoffman, notwithftanding the 
eh encomiums that had been lavilhed on him 
^ thefe very journals, no fooner gave proofs of 

* See his Apology, Page 5* to 59. 

1 * Life of Zimmerman, by Tiffot. I Ibid. 
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his zeal for religion and focial order, than he was 
reprefented in fimilar colours. Never had the 
difciples of Weilhaupt fo well praftifed that law 
laid down by their teacher, “ Dilcredit by all 
means pofBble every man of talents that you can- 
not bring over to your party.” Nicolai gave the 
fignal in his Germanic library , or in the Berlin 
Monatjcbrift. The brethren of Jena, of Weimar, 
of Gotha, of Brunfwick, and of Slewick, imme- 
diately obeyed the fignal, and repeated the lame 
calumnies. «* Shortly there were no means of 
“ fcreening onefelf from a fwarm of periodical 
“ writers, who had leagued with the modern 
ft Lucian j they praifed what he had praifed ; 
“ they condemned what he had condemned j the 
ct fame turn in their phrafes, even the fame 
“ terms are to be obferved when they praiie or 
ct when they blame an author, and particularly 
** the fame farcafms and grofsnefs of abufe 
Scarcely could there be found in all Germany 
above two or three journals that were not in the 
hands of the united brethren, or perfons of the 
fame call. 

Meantime the adept writers, together with 
Bahrdt, Schultz, Ricm, and even Pbilo- Knigge, 
who, in abandoning the llluminees had not re- 

• The ultimate fate of Mafonry, Page 30 ; and News of 
an Inviiible Allocution, Appendix, No. 1 1. 
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nourtced their plots, with hundreds of other 
writers of the Sett inundated the public with 
their libels in verfe or profe, under the forms of 
comedies, romances, fongs, and difiertations. — 
All the tenets of religion Catholic and Proteftanc 
were attacked with the molt bare-faced impu- 
dence. Now the fcene began to change ; it was 
no longer to defend the Proteftants againft the 
Attacks of the Catholics ; but the obliteration of 
every religious tenet became their obvious defign. 
The molt pompous eulogiums were pronounced 
by the journalifts of the Sett on all thofe pro- 
duttions of the brethren that openly diffeminated 
every principle of Impiety and Sedition *. But 
what muft appear a ftill more aftonifliing con- 
tradittion, though perfettly coinciding with the 
views of the Sett, is, that thefe very men who 
wifhed fo defpotically to fway the public opinion, 
and crulh every writer that had not imbibed their 
principles, would pretend to perfuade Sovereigns 
that their foie objett was to obtain that right 
inherent to them from nature, * to publilh their 
opinions and fyftems without danger or conftraint.’ 
Bahrdt in particular vindicated this pretended 
right, in his publication On the Liberty of the Prefs. 
It contained the fentiments of a rank Atheifl, who 
wifhed to imbue his reader with all the moft 

* Ibid. 

Y % abominable 



m MTHQCI4I. PQUBFiH+CT ; 

abominable principles of Anarchy and impMcy|. 
the author, neverthelefs, was extolled by the heb* „ 
domadary adepts, and, n'otwithftanding Bahrdt’a 
vindication of the liberty of the prefi, they 
united all their efforts to crulh every writer that 
dared to afiert an opinion contrary to theirs. 

The ufe which the brotherhood made of this 
liberty at length aroufed the attention of feme 
few ibvercigns. Frederic William, King of Pnrf- 
fia» alarmed at the progreis which thefe impious 
and feditious writings were making, thought it 
neceffary to put a curb on them. He publifbed 
feme new regulations, called the Edtfls for R tfc 
gum. This was received by the Uluminees with 
an audacity which feemedto denote that they had 
already acquired a ftrength fufficient to bid de* 
fiance to fovereigns, and both the Prince and the 
Edift became the objects of their farcafms and 
moft violent declamations. At length appeared a 
work attributed to Bahrdt, that was the acme of 
infolencc, and, through deriiion, was alio called the 
It. difeo- EdiEt for Religion. The magiftrates ordered to 
Tefy ’ take cognizance of this infult feized on the per- 
ibn and papers of Bahrdt, and all the necefiary 
proofs of this coalition and of its object were 
acquired. It might feem that the court of Berlin 
would have done well to have imitated the ex- 
ample of that of Bavaria by making them public j 
but the adepts had too powerful agents about the 
6 miniftry 
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. miniftryj and numerous arguments were invented 
for condemning to oblivion thefe archives of a new 
ipecies of confpiracy. All that tranfpired was, that 
the plan had been really formed, and that a num- 
ber of authors, bookfellers, and perfons even who 
could fcarcely have been fufpetted, had entered 
into the affociation. It is not known how farWeif- 
haupt had contributed perfonaily to it j but it ap- 
pears that he twice attended at the head-quarters 
of the united brethren j that he fpent feveral days 
with Bahrdt; and that the moft zealous and active 
of the united brethren were alfo difciples of 
Weifliaupt. If we are to believe Bahrdt, his 
fecret was betrayed by two affociates well worthy 
of their matter. Thefe were two young liber- 
tines, nearly beggars, but who had the talents and 
meannefs neceflary to become the clerks of his 
impiety. Notwithftanding the proofs adduced 
againtt him, he got off with a flight imprifon- 
flnent, and fpent the remainder of his exiftence 
in diftrefs, but without atoning for his vices. He 
was reduced to keep a coffee-houfe at Baffendorff 
near Halle, where he ended his days as miferably 
as he had lived. The Illuminees have thought 
fit to abandon his memory to that contempt 
which his vicious life had entailed upon him ; but, 
though they affected to blufli at his name, they 
neverthclefs continued to profecute his plans. 

Y 3 Indeed 
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It* conti- Indeed, at the time of the difcovery of this 
*aiiu mon ft rous confpiracy, it had gained too much 
fucceffe*. ground to be crulhed by the fall of its firft con- 
triver •, and PrufTia, and all Germany, foon became 
infetted with thofe literary focieties which were 
nothing more than a modification of Weilhaupt’s 
Minerval fchools. Nor was there in a Ihort 
time a town or large village more free from this 
fpecies of literary focieties than from the Illumin- 
ized Lodges ; and they were all under the direction 
of the followers of the modern Spartacus. 

Bahrdt’s great object was, to place the aflo- 
ciates and other readers under a fort of impof- 
fibility of procuring any other writings, or of 
applying to any other ftudies, than thole of the 
Sett ; and the precaution it had taken to initiate 
fo many bookfellers proved a powerful fupport. 
The confpiracy might have affirmed a new form ; 
but it ftill continued attive, and its effetts became 
more perceptible after its difcovery. It was then 
that the coalition appeared between the bookfellers 
and the journalifts of the Sett to fupprefs all 
books that counteratted the progrefs of Sedition 
and Impiety. It was in vain for virtuous and 
pious men to attempt to open the eyes of the 
people j they could fcarcely find a bookfeller or 
a printer who would fell or print their works ; 
or if any had confented they would endeavour to 
dilguft the author by delays,' and a hundred other 

pretexts. 


1 
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pretexts. Did the author undertake to print it at 
his own expence, the work was then thrown by 
in fome obfcure corner of the Ihop and never 
expofed to fale, nor would any bookfeller attempt 
to fell it ; and the whole work would be fent back 
to the author under pretence that nobody would 
buy it. The very exiftence of fuch works was 
not mentioned at the fairs held in Germany for 
the fale of books. At other times the author 
■was ftrangely betrayed, the printer giving up his 
manufcript to the writers of the Sett, and the 
refutation (if the moft fcurrilous abufe can de- 
ferve that name) was advertifed on the back of 
the book as foon as the firft edition made its ap- 
pearance. Many authors might have brought 
attions againft their printers of a fimilar nature 
to that which Dottor Stark was obliged to bring, 
and demonflrate a fimilar connivance with the 
Sett and breach of truft. ,c At lead it is an un- 
“ deniable fatt, that many learned writers made 
** fruitlefs applications to different hookfellers for 
** publications that had been fuppreffed folely 
" becaufe they gave umbrage to the Illuminees. 
** Their letters were nev'Pr lo much as anfwered j 
** and the very bookfellers who refufed to fend 
<c thele books to thofe who applied for them, 
** affetted to defer the fale till the next fairs, as 
*•' no buyers were to be found.” Many others of 
thefe works had fcarcely been delivered to the 
Y 4 booklellers 
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bookfcllers when they were fent back under the 
moft opprobrious pretences ; and what may fur- 
prifc the reader is, that no perfons were lo certain 
of receiving fuch refufals as thofe who moft openly 
defended their Princes. In the' very ftates of the 
King of Pruflia it was found impoffible to get thif 
fovereign’s Apology and his Edi8 for Religion fold 
in the common way. Scarcely had the author 
lent a few copies to the bookfcllers when they 
were all returned to him. But did the writers of 
the Se£t wifh to publilh the moft fcandalous de- 
putations and the moft fcurrilous abufe againft 
fovereigns and religion, or againft men in office 
or of high re fpeft ability, the booklellers were 
alert in felling them, the journalifts extolled their 
excellence, and fought numerous readers for the 
author*. 

On one hand, the great trade in thefe productions 
carried on by the Sett, with the certainty of felling 
them to the literary clubs ; and on the other the 
great pecuniary contributions made by the rich 
brethren, formed large funds for the coalition. 
To thefe if we add the fums contributed by the 
brethren whom the Sett had ftationed at different 
courts, in the church and the councils, either out 

* See Nachrichten von einem groffen aber unfichtbaren 
Bunde, the Appendix, Nos. 8 and 13, and the Journal of 
Vienna, by Hoffman. 


of 
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•f their own emoluments, or the revenues of the 
church and ftate, the reader will eaflly conceive 
how well thefe funds fufficed for indemnifying 
thofe bookfellers who had fuffered Ioffes by re- 
training their commerce to works approved of 
by the Arcopage. A particular fund was efta- 
hlilhed for this purpofe. At the appointed time 
the bookfeller had but to produce the lift of the 
works he had fupprefied or refufed to fell, with 
the proper proofs, and he received a fum of 
money fufficient to indemnify him for fuch lofles. 

The memorials which I have received from Ger- 
many, as well as feveral letters, inform me that 
this fund ftill exifts in that country; and the 
French Revolution has only furnifhed it with many 
other means of enriching itfelf. 

Among the great advantages reaped by the 
Seft from this plan which had been fo well con- 
certed, we may firft obferve the impoflibility 
under which authors lay of warning the public 
againft the artifices of Illuminifm. In the next 
place, it drew over to their intereft that l'warm of 
writers who, more hungry than honeft, are re- 
gardlefs of truth or faliehood, provided they ob- 
tain a good price. In fhort, it emboldened that 
multitude of Sophifters, more numerous ftill in 
Germany than they were in France ; Poets, Hif- 
tosians, and Dramatifts, nearly all of whom 
courted the united brotherhood by affuming the 

tone 
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tone of impiety and anarchy. The molt dangerous 
device pradifed by the adepts againlt fociety was 
the great care with which they initiated the dif- 
ferent profefibrs of the Proteftant univerfities, 
the fchool-mafters, and the tutors of princes. 
It is a painful truth, but we muft declare it, and 
on the authority of thofe who. ate belt acquainted 
with the hiftory and progrefs of Illuminifm, that 
the greater part of the univerfities of the north of 
Germany were at that time, and ftill continue to 
be, the haunts of Illuminifm, whence its baneful 
poifons are circulated throughout the neighbour- 
ing (fates by the writings and ledures of fuch 
men as the Profefibrs Frederic Cramrr, 
Ehlers, and KoprE *. 

Let not the reader think that the writers of the 
Catholic ftates were exempt from the infedion. 
Vienna was overrun with zealots who fought to 
diffufe the principles of the Sed. The Chevalier 
de Born, who (hould have contented himfelf with 
the high rank which he held in chymiftry, de- 
graded himfelf in that town by becoming a leader 
of the adepts; and when the Sed was difcovered 
in Bavaria he was fo zealous in the caufe, that he 
fent back his letters of Afiociate of the Academy 
of Munich, protcfting that he would have no in- 
tercourfe with men who had been fo little able to 
judge of Weilhaupt’s merits. 

• See Hoffman's admonition, Seft. XVI, XVII, and XVIII. 

Next 
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Next on the Vienna lift we find the Sieur 
Sonkenfeld, one of thofe writers who in this age 
are called wits, though deftitute of common fenfe. 
He alfo was one of the propagators of Illumi- 
nifm under the mafic of literary focieties. I am 
informed by per fans who attended his clubs, and 
whom he wifhed to initiate, that thefe meetings 
began and were held as common academies hold 
theirs : but at the time appointed the fittings broke 
up, when, only the adepts remaining behind, a 
fecret council was held, in which every thing was 
concerted and planned according to the laws of 
the united brethren. 

A man whofe name would have given great 
weight to the united brethren, had he hearkened 
to the praifes lavifhed on him by the Illuminees at 
that time*, is the Profeffor Hoffman, he who fo 
nfobly joined with Zimmerman to tear the mafk 
from thefe impoftors, and has ever fince, with his 
worthy co-adjutor, been the objedl of their moft 
virulent declamations. In the account given by 
Mr. Hoffman himfelf, we find that the Illumi- 
nizing recruiters followed him as far as Peft in 

• It is really laughable to compare the contempt which the 
Illuminees affeft for Mr. Hoffman at prefent with the high en- 
comiums which they pronounced on him before he undertook 
tp lay open their impofture, or even with thofe letters (full of 
compliment on his wit, ftyle, and talents) which they wrote 
to him fo lately as the year 1790, in hopes of enticing him 
into their party. 


Hungary. 
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Hungary. On the 26th of June, 1788, he ie» , 
ceived from the twenty-two chiefs an invitation tt 
become a fellow of the literary iociety which they 
had already eftablifhed in that town. ** My aa-> . 
“ fwer (fays he) was, that I hoped they would 
** give me fome further information refpe&iog 
*« thefe focieties, and then my duty and my pro- 
“ dence would di&ate the anfwer that I Ihould 
“ make. ... On divers occafions afterward, they 
“ gave me diftant hints as to the fpirit of their 
“ fyftem. They alfo fent me fcveral times a lift 
<* of the new members ; and the fignature of the 
“ twenty- two authenticated thefc various docu* 

** ments; but it was this very authentication which 
*« made me conceive the horrid plot that was con- 
** cealed under this affociation." 

The reader will eafily conceive* that for a man 
of his merit and probity, this was more than {Ef- 
ficient to make him rejeft the offers of fuch a 
brotherhood. They had already inferibed bis 
name on their regifters, and they were obliged to 
erale it. As a proof that he had judged rightly 
of them, he quotes the letter of a virtuous and 
clearfighted ftatefman, who, after having officially 
examined the whole plan of the German Uni<> n 
and its myfteries, pronounces them to be abomirt 
tions that would make one's hair ft and on end ! Su C& 
are his expreffions ! 


Thef^ 
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Thefe abominations* however, were far from 
making a fimilar impreflion on the other apoftles 
of the Germanic Union. Meanwhile Weifhaupt* 
a tranquil fpedtator of the progrefs of his Illumi- 
mfm, feemed to take no part in it. The moft 
adtive adepts lived round about him at Gotha, ac 
Weimar, at Jena and at Berlin; but one might 
have thought him quite indifferent as to their fuC- 
cefs. If we except the vifits he received from the 
brethren, a few journies that he took, and parti- 
cularly thofe which he had made to fee the founder 
of the Germanic Union, nothing could depofe 
againft him as the founder or chief who continued 
to direct the plots of the Sedt. But let the reader 
never lofc fight of his precepts on the art of ap- 
pearing perfectly idle in the midft of the greateft 
activity; let him refledt on thofe menaces which 
he iffued fix months after his flight from Munich: 
Let our enemies rejoice. 'Their joy /hall foon be 
(hanged into farrow. Don't think that even in my 
banijhment I fhall remain idle*. After this, it is 
eafy to judge of his fuppofed nullity in the pro- 
grefs of his confpiracy. However fecret he may 
have been in the part he was adling, he could ob- 
ferve but too well the approaching accomplifh- 
ment of the predidtion he had made fo early as 
the fecond year of his Illuminifm, when he wrote 

* Letter to Fiftier, 9 Aug. 1785. 

to 
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» his firft adepts, * Theg« 

* cooks you will now fix os 

* « fcrides.” The Seft had not been id cxiftence 
metre yean when Germany was overrun with an 
iuunrnfi: number of adepts and dcmi-adepts. ft 
was afluming a menacing aff eft in Holland, in 
Hungary, and in Italy, One of the adepts called 
Zimmejimax, .who began by bang the chief of 
a Lodge at Manheim, and who foon became au 
zealous for the propagation of the Seft, as the 
Famtus Zimhuhah had been to counteraft their 
dark defigns, would often brag that he had fbtmded 

• more than a hundred of thofc conlpiriiig dubs 
known under the name of literary focieties, or of 
Mafbnic Lodges, during his career through Italy* 
Hungary, and Switzerland. To give the fatal 
impulfe to the world, it now only remained for the 
Seft to carry its myfteries into a nation powerful 
and aftive indeed, but unfortunately more fufcep- 
tible of that effervefcence which bereaves man of 
the power of thinking, than of that judgment 
which forefees difafters ; to a nation which, in its 
ardor and enthufiafm, too eafily forgets that true 
greatnefs is not that courage which bids defiance 
to danger (for the vandals and barbarians can 
boaft of fuch heroes) j to a nation, in fhort, that 
has ever been a prey to illufions, and which, 
before it would hearken to the councils of wifdom, 
might in its firft fury overturn the altar and fhiver 
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the fccptcr, returning to reafon only in time to 
weep over the ruins, and lament the devaftation 
of which it had been the caufe. 

This defcription unfortunately was too applicable 
to France, which in many refpeds might claim the 
primacy among nations, but was too eaiily led 
away by illufions. The fcrutinizing Areopage had 
fixed its eyes on her, and now judged it a conve- 
nient time for fending its emiffaries to the banks 
of the Seine. This will be the proper com- 
mencement of the fourth Epoch of IUuminifm. 

Now let the reader prepare to contemplate ftates 
convulfed, citizens butchered, in a word, to pon- 
der over all the crimes and difafters inherent in the 
very nature of Revolutions. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Fourth Epoch of IUuminifm* 

fhe Deputation from Weijbaupt's Uluntinees to the 
Free Majors of Paris — State of French Mo* 
fonry at that period. — Labours and Succejfes of 
the Deputies Coalition of the Confuting Sophtf* 
ters. Majors, and Illuminees, generating the Jn* 
cobins. 


Pnjeda 

on 

Ifcsnce. 



As early as die year 1782, Philo and Spartati » 
had formed the plan of convertibg the French 
nation to their Syftem of Uluminifm ; but the 
vivacity and capricious temper of the people, fo 
difficult to be reftrained, made it feem prudent for. 
the two Chiefs at that time not to extend their 
attempts beyond Stralbourg. The explofion in 
France might be premature j its too volatile and 
impetuous people might be unwilling to .wait till 
other nations were properly prepared for the 
grand objedt j and Weifhaupt, in particular, was 
not a man to be fatisfied with partial or local in- 
furreftions, which might only lerve to put other 
Sovereigns .on their guard. The Reader has al- 
ready feen him in fecret, preparing his Adepts, 
9 >nd contriving the concatenation of his corref- 

pondence. 
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pondence, in fuch a manner, that he had but to 
give the fignal when the favourable moment 
Jhould come. On the fatal day of revolution, 
and at the appointed hour, legions of brethren 
■were to fpring forth on all fides from their fecret 
recedes, whetherLodges, Academies, or underwhat 
other denomination foever, from the North to the 
South, and from the Eaft to the Weft. AU 
Europe, in (hort, was to be revolutionized at the 
'fame inftant ; all nations were to be hurried into 
a 14th of July; and all kings were, like Lewis 
die Sixteenth, to awake prifoncrs in the hands qf 
their own fubje&s. Altars and thrones were fimul- 
taneoufly to vanilh from the earth. According to 
this plan, as has juft been obferved, the French 
■were to be the laft people initiated in the myfte- 
.wies, as the Chiefs took it for granted, that with 
*hcir natural impatience they would never be. 
fcrought to wait till the explofion could be univer- 
sally prepared. 

Already, however, there exifted fome adepts haftened 
in the very heart of the kingdom. Some few had ^ a ^ ira 
Wn initiated by Knigge at the time of the meet- 
ing at Wilhemfbaden. Duiing that very year, 
we find on the lift of brethren, Dietrich, that 
Mayor of Stra'bourg who has fince in Alface 
rivalled Robefpicrre by his cruelties*. Another 


. • Welt un menfehen Kentnifs, P. 1 30. 

Vol. IV. Z 
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adept of vaft importance , to the Se£t was the 
Marquis de Mirabeau, who was afterwards to 
become fo famous in the revolutionary annals of 
his country. What ftrange infatuation pofiefled 
the minifters of the moll honeft man that ever 

r 

fwayed a feeptre, to entruft this Marquis with 
the interefts of their matter at the court of Berlin, 
well knowing (as they did) the monftrous immo- 
rality of his private life, is more than I fhall at- 
tempt to explain. One might be led to think 
that it was not deemed lufficient that Lewis XVI. 
had faved him from the fcaffold, but his villany 
was to be recompenfed by a fecret million which 
feemed to denote the utmoft confidence of his 
fovereign. Mirabeau at Berlin conducted the 
King’s affairs juft as he had formerly done thofc 
of his father and mother, fully ready to facrifice 
all parties and to fell himfelf to the higheft bidder. 
With fuch a difpofition, he could not long avoid 
the notice of the Pruflian Illuminces j and Nicolai 
Biefter, Gedicke, and Leuchfenring foon became 
his conftant companions. At Brunfwick he met 
with Mauvillon, the worthy difciple of Knigge, 
and at that time a Profeffor in the Caroline Col- 
lege. This was the man who initiated the profli- 
gate Marquis in the laft myfteries of Illuminifm *. 

• Sec the Difcourfe of a Mafter of a Lodge on the ulti- 
mate fate of Mafonry ; Appendix to this Difcourfe — Important 
admonition by Hoffman, Vol. II. Se&, vii. &c, &c. 

Long 
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‘Long before his initiation Mirabeau had been 
Acquainted with all the revolutionary powers of 
theMalbnic Lodges ; nor did he, when initiated* 
undervalue thofe which flowed or might flow from 
Weifhaupt’s inventive genius. On his return to 
France he began to introduce the new myfteries 
among fome of his Mafonic brethren. His firft 
aflbciate was the Abbe Tallbyr and dePerigord, 
-who. had already begun to aft the part of J-udas 
in the firft order of the church. But tp hare 
only introduced the myfteries was not fufiicient 
for the Marquis $ he would have teachers come 
from Germany, who were better verfed than he 
was in the illuminizing arts. Well acquainted 
with the reafons that had induced the Chiefs of 
the Order to defer the converfion of France, he 
found means to convince them, that the time was 
now come for the accomplifhment of their views j 
that the whole nation only waited for their new 
revolutionary means, to burft into an open re- 
bellion, for which they had been fo long prepared 
by other conlpirators j and that the Illuminees 
might mod certainly turn the feales. A private 
correfpondence then took place between him and 
Mauvillon *j but of this a fufficiency has not 

tranf- 

• It is to this fame Mauvillon that the German writers 
attribute the greater part of thofe two works publiibed by 
Mirabeau, under the titles of The Prujpam Monarchy, and Am 

Z 2 Efcty 
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tranfpircd to enable the hiftorian to deferibe ih* 
intrigues that took place on the occafion ; certain 
it is, however, that Mirabeau's plan was adopted 
by the Areopage ; and by a plurality of wotes-k 
was decided, that France fhould be immediately 
illuminized. This was an undertaking of too great . 
importance to be entrufted to a common adepb 
Depots* The man who, fince the retreat of Spartatus, hacS 
the Ulu- been looked upon as the Chief of the Orders 
offered himfelf; and jimelius Boot, the worthy 
■any. fucceffor of both Kniggc and Weilhaupt, was de- - 
puted to the French Lodges, in which the illumL - 
nization was to commence. Bode received as an 
affociate in this miffion Bayard, that other pupil 
of Knigge’s, whole real name was William 

» 

«« tbi IUuminm. Hence- the high encomiums puffed 04 
Weilhaupt in the former (Vol. V. Book vii), and all the 
cunning artifice that is obfervable in the latter, which was 
written with no other view than to miflead the public, by 
profefling to betray the fecrets of the Se&, without, in truth* 
laying a fingle word that could expofe its views; and by 
leading affray the reader’s attention to far different obje&s. 
This device made the French believe that they were 
thoroughly acquainted with Illuminifm, though they were lo 
perfe&ly ignorant on the fubjedt as to have confounded 
Weifhaupt’a Illuminees with the Swedenborgians. The ar- 
tifice aifo ferved as a cloak under which Mirabeau introduced 
Uluminifm into France, at the time when he pretended to 
write again# it* The very appellation of Pbilmltu which he 
gave to his adepts was a trick, as it denoted the Theofopbical 
Uluminees, quite another fpecies. 


.Baron 
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Baron db Busche, a Captain in the Dutch fer- 
vice, heir to a large fortune, a man of talents, 
and well verfed in all that artifice and low cunning 
which the Infinuators were wont to ftyle prudence 
and wifdom. This Baron had been formerly em- 
ployed to propagate the plots of the Sett in thofe 
very provinces which had a right to expett from 
him even the facrifice of his life in defence of its 
laws*. The zeal with which he had fulfilled hlis 
firft million feetned to give him an indifputable 
title to the honour of attending on the Chief of 
the Order in his journey to Paris. 

Circumftances could not have been more {a- State of 
vourable than they were at that time for the de- 
pudes, nor more difaftrous for France. The at that 
"Philofophifm of the age had operated on the penod * 
Lodges as fully as could be. expetted, to prepare 
the reign of that Equality and Liberty taught by 
Voltaire and Rouffeau, and which only needed the 
laft myfteries of Weifhaupt to convert them into 
the moft abominable impiety and mod abfolute 
anarchy. A line had been drawn between the 
degrees of ancient and of modern Mafonry. The 
former, with their puerile paftimes, and obfcure 
fymbols, were left to the commonalty of the 
Brethren. The latter, ftyled pbilofopbical, com- 
prehended thofe which I have described under the 

t Original Writings and Philo’s fierichte, 6. 

Z 3 titles 



J4* ANTISOCIAL CmriTlAACr $ , 

titles of Knights of the Sin, the higties Rtfenf* 

'• fans, and the Knights Kadofeb . At the head 4f 
ail thefe foeieties (whether ancient or itfodetta}- 
were three Lodges at Paris, particularly remark-* 
able fox the authority which they cxercifcd over 
the refk of the Order, and -for the influence that 
they poffcllcd over the opinions of the Brethren. 
Gkahd The firft of thefe, f he Grand Orient, wasratbtf 
Oe ii n t * re-union of all the regular Lodges of the kingdom 
of Pari*, (represented by their deputies) than a Lodge, ft 
might be called a fort of Mafonic Parliament fob- ' 
divided into four Committees, which, when united* 
formed the Grand Council or Lodge, where all 
the affairs of the Order were definitively determined*. 
The Committees were fub-dtvided into that if*" 
Adminiftratum } of Paris , of the' Provinces, and e^ 
the Degrees. Of all thefe, the latter was the — 
mainfpring and the moft impenetrable * for no vi- — 
fitors were admitted to it, as they were to the three ' 
others, to the ordinary meetings of which all Matters - 
or Venerahles of Lodges had free accefs. 

Three great Officers of the Order were attach- 
ed to this Mafonic Parliament j to wit, the Grand 
Mafier, the General Adminifirator , and the Great 
Confervator. His moft Serene Highnefs Brother 
Philip-of Orleans, firft Prince of the blood, was 
Grand Matter at the time when the Illuminees ar- 
rived in Paris. The two other offices were filled 
by perfons of the firft diftin&ion ; but their cha- 
rters 



\ 


HISTORICAL PART. 

rafters are fuch, that they will ever ft and incon- 
teftable proofs of what I have already afierted, 
that even in the very higheft degrees of the Or* 
der, there were modified myfteries for thofe who, 
by their rank, were to ferve as a protcftion for 
its plots without even furmifing their tendency *. 

Such, however, was not the cafe with Philip 
of .Orleans. His rank of Grand Matter, his im- 
piety, and iniatiable thirft for vengeance, fuffi- 
ciently demonftrated to the Illuminizing Mifliona- 
riea how well he was qualified and how far pre- 
pared to fecond their defigns in the multitude of 
Lodges that recognized him as Grand Matter. — 
So early as the year 1787 we find that France 
contained (as may be feen in the ftatement of its 
Corrclpondence) two hundred and eighty- two 
towns, in which were to be found regular Lodges 
under the direction of the Grand Matter. In 
Paris alone there exifled eighty-one j fixteen at 
Lyons, feven at Bourdeaux, five at Nantes, fix 
at Marfeilles, ten at Montpellier, ten at Tou- 
loufe j in Ihort, in almoft every town the Lodges 
were in pretty juft ratio to the population. In- 
deed, it would l'eem that even this vaft empire 
over French Mafonry was not fufficient for the 
Grand Orient, as by the fame ftatement we find 

* See the Alphabetical Statement of the Corrdpondence 
•f the Lodges of the G. O. of Prance. 
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the Grand Mafter iffuing out his inftru&ions to 
the Lodges of Chambery in Savoy, of Lode in 
Switzerland, of Bruxelles in Brabant, of Cologne, 
Liege and Spa in Weftphalia, of Leopold and 
Warfaw in Poland, ofMofcowin Ruflia, of Portf- 
mouch in Virginia, of Fort Royal in Grenada, 
and in Ihort to Lodges in all the French Colo- 
nies. Thus did Philip of Orleans and his Grand 
Orient enfure to the Illuminees as powerful an al- 
liance as that formerly made by Knigge with the 
German Lodges under the direttion of Wcif- 
haupt *. 

Subject to the Grand Orient we next find at 
Paris a Lodge called Les Amis Reunis (or United 
Friends), which was more particularly charged 
with all Foreign Correfpondence. The famous 
Revolutionift Savalette de Lange, was one of 
its leading members. This adept held under go- 
vernment the office of Garde du Trefor Royal j 
that is to fay, he enjoyed that confidence to which 
none but the rnoft faithful fubjett could be enti- 
tled ; yet at that very time was he engaged in the 
various plots and myfteries of all the different 
Setts. In order to form an union of them all, he 
had introduced into his Lodge the different fyf- 
tems of the Sophifters, of the Martinifts and of 
the other Mafons j and, the more to impofe on 


* Ibid, Art. Foreign States. 
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the Public, he alfo introduced all the luxuries and 
amufements of -the Great. Concerts and balls 
made Brethren of high rank flock to his Lodge, 
and they came with the moil brilliant equipages. 

Soldiers flood fentry in the avenues, that the mul- 
titude of carriages might not occafion - diforder ; 
indeed a ftraoger might hav.e thought that it was 
under the aufpices of the King himfelf that thefc 
balls were given. The Lodge was refplendent, as 
the more wealthy Mafons contributed to the ex- 
pences of the Orcheftra, lights, refrelhments, and, 
in Ihort, of all thofe diverfions which appeared 
to be the foie objett of their union. But while 
the Brethren were dancing with their female 
adepts, or were chaunting in the common Lodge- 
room the fweets of Equality and Liberty, they 
little fufpe<5ted that a Secret Committee held its fit- 
tings over their heads, and were employed in pre- 
paring the means for diffufing that Equality and 
liberty over all ranks and conditions, from the 
palace to the cot. 

It was aftually over the common Lodge-room 
that the Committee held its fittings under the title 
of The Secret Committee of United Friends, whole • 
grand adepts were two men equally famous in the 
myfteries at Lyons and at Paris. Thefc were Wil- 
lermoz and Chappe de la Henriere. During 
the whole time of the feflivity two tylers, with 
drawn fwords, flood, one at the bottom of the 

flair- 
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flair* cafe, the Other new the upper door, ts dM 
fend the entrance of the new San&uary, where 
were kept the archives of the Secret CoraeJpoQ» 
dence. Even the man to whom all the packets 
from the Brethren of Germany or Italy were di- 
rected, was not permitted to pais beyond the 
threfhold of the door. He was unacquainted wish 
die cypher of the Correipondence s his duty was 
merely to carry the packets to the door of the 
Committee *; Savalette de Lange came to recent 
them, and the fecret never tranfpired beyodd the ' 
walk of the Committee. The Reader may cafily 
conceive the nature of this Correipondence, and 
of the Councils held in confequence of it, when he 
is informed, that to gain admittance into this Se- 
cret Committee, it was not fufficient to have been 
initiated in all the degrees of Ancient Mafoniy, 
but it was neceflfary to be a Mafter of all the PH» 
lojopbical Degrees-, that is to fay, to have fwora 

batrei 

• I was informed by one of the Brethren vgho for a long 
time was the carrier of thefe difpatchcs, that, after fome time, 
willing to become a Member of the Committee, he was induced 
to get himfelf initiated in thefe degrees ; but that he forbore 
doing it, becaufe an engagement for life *was required, and alju 
an annual contribution of fix hundred Livret ( 2$ L) He alio in- 
formed me, that each Brother paid a fonilar contribution, and 
that the whole management of thefe Funds was le& to the 
Brother Savalette, who never gave in any accounts. This was 
a Fund to be added to the many means of corruption already 
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barred to Cbriftumity with the Knights of the Sun, 
and hatred to every worjhip , and to all Kings with 
the Knights Kadofch. 

There exifted other lurking haunts of rebellion, The 
lefs known, but ftill more formidable $ fuch as ^ 
that in the Rue de laSourdiere, where the. Brethren /«Sown— 
of Avignon, pupils of Swedenborg and St. Mar- DIBRE ' 
tin, came to mingle their myfteries with thole 
of the Roficrucians and other Mafons both and- 
, ent and lophifticated. In public, under the dif- 
guife of quacks and vifionary ghoft-raifers, thefe 
new adepts fpoke of nothing but their powers of 
evoking fpirit?, railing and interrogating the dead, 
and a hundred other phenomena of a fimilar ha- 
tare.* But in the dark recefles of their Lodges, 
thefe new law-givers were fbftering plots nearly of 
the fame tendency as thofe of Weilhaupt, but 
more atrocious in their conftrudlion. I have al- 
ready expofed their diforganizing myfteries in 
treating of Swedenborg and St. Martin. I fcarce- 
ly dared to credit the horrid trials and abominable 
oaths faid by feveral writers to be exadted from 
the adepts. I could wilh to have fpoken of them 
on the authority only of the adepts themfelvcs or 

in die pofleffion of the adepts of the Occult Lodges. Who 
can (ay, how far thefe refources weie extended in the hands 
of a man who had the care of the Trtftr Royal f The Con- 
spirators very weH knew how to chafe both their men and 
their places. 


of 
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of the Code ; but thofe with whom I have ttftt 
been acquainted, had only been initiated in part 
of the myfteries ; yet by what they had learned* 
it will not be difficult for the reader to form a 
judgment of the remainder. 

It is an inconteftable faft to begin with, that 
Swedenborg’s Illuminees, fly led in France the 
Martinifts, and alfo calling themfelves the Afltflf- 
sent Knights, had their travelling adepts after the 
maimer of the Illuminees of .Weifhaupt. It is 
alfo certain, that thefe pretended Pbilaleies, or 
lovers' of truth,- had formed a code of laws for 
themfelves, had organized focieties, and, like 
Weifhaupt, had intruded themfelves into the 
Mafonic Lodges, there to fearch after men who 
might be difpofed to receive their myfteries, and 
adopt their new degrees. .Among the latter was 
one called the Knights of the Phcmix. A Knight 
of this degree giving himfelf out for a Saxon, and 
a Baron of the Holy Roman Empire, pofiefled 
of the mod pompous certificates from fcvcral 
Princes of Germany, came to exercife his Apof- 
tlefhip in. France a*very few years before the late 
Revolution *. After having fpent fbmc time in 

• I could have named this man, as he is mentioned in my 
manufeript Memoirs as a Pbilalete Illuminee very famous in 
Proflia* But the perfon whom the reader will oUerve fo in* 
.dignant at thefe myfteries is at prefent in France ; prudence, 
therefore, on his account, forbids me to mention names. 

a central 
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* tehtral town, vifited the Lodges, and obferred 
die Brethren, he thought that he had difcovered 
three worthy of being initiated in the higher 
fciences. The Venerable or Mafter of the Lodge, 
in whole words we lhall relate the ftory, was one 
of thefe worthies. “ All things agreed on,” laid 
die Venerable, M we three waited on our Iilu- 
** minee, ardent to be initiated in the new myfte- 
** nes which he had promifcd. 

** As he could not fubjeft us to the ordinary 
** trials, he difpenfed with them as much as lay 
** in his power. In the middle of his apartment 
** he had prepared a chaffing-dilh and a brafier full 
w of fire j on his table were various fymbols, and 
Cf among others a Phoenix encompaffed by a Ser- 
**- pent with its tail in its mouth, forming a eir- 
** cle. The explanation of the myfteries began 
“ by that of the brafier and other fymbols. * This 
ct brafier (faid he) is here to teach you, that fire 
** is the principle of all things ; that it is the great 
w agent of nature, and imparts attion to bodies. 
■“ That man receives from that agent life, with 
“ the power of thinking and of afting.’ Such 
“ was the tenor of his firft lefifon. Our Illuminee 
“ then proceeded to explain the other fym- 
“ bols.— ‘ This ferpent forming a circle (fays 
* c he) is the emblem of the Eternity of the World, 
** which, like this ferpent, has neither beginning 
f* tur end. The ferpent, you may alfo know, has 

« the 
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* the. prdperty of annually renovating b ;ini 

-dm mil figure to yon die revolutions of die 
“ univerfe, end of nature, which appears t* wuakv 
“ «n and even to perKh at certain epoch* (Mg 
ft which, in the immenfity of age* only grab 
* e old to become young again, and to prepare far 
f‘ new revolutions. This Phoenix is a ftilh^nart 
f‘ natural expofidon of the fucccgkxn and perpe* 
“ tuation of thefe. phenomena. Mythok>gyhas 
“ reprefented this bird as re-vivifying from its 
u own athes, only to lbow how the imiverie b 
“ reproduced, and wiH continue to be lb, from it- 
f* felf.* 

“ Thus far the IHuminizing Baton hod taught 
f ‘ us, under the common promifc of feerecy, 
“ when on a hidden he hopped and informed us, 
u that, he could not proceed any father without 
u previoufly exacting an oath, the formula of 
“ which he read to us, to fee whether we were 
“ difpofed to take it. We all fhuddered at hear* 
“ ing it. The exa£t words I do not pretend to 
“ ftate ; but it was a promifc, in the moft exe- 
“ crable terms, to obey the chiefs of his Iilumi- 
“ nifm. We endeavoured to conceal our indig- 
“ nation, that we might hear to what lengths he 
“ would proceed -, he then came to the promifc 
“ of renouncing and abjuring the moft /acred ties, 
<f thofe of citizen, of fubjeSt, of ends fondly, ef fit- 
“ tber, mother, friend, children, bufband. At theft 
8 “ words 
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** words one of the three, unable to endure it any 
** longer. Tallied forth from the room, returned 
** with a drawn fword in his hand, and ran at the 
“ Wummifing Baron in a mod violent rage. We 
«* were happy enough to ftop and hold him until 
M he had recovered his fenfes a little. Then* 
•« however, our colleague burft into, the moft 
“ violent paffion; abufing the Baron for a rafcal, 
<* and telling him, that if he were not out of the 

town in twenty-four hours he would have him 
f* taken up and hanged.” The reader will readily 
iuppole that the Baron made the bed; of his way 
out of the place. 

Another affair that may throw fome light on 
this monftrous Sed took place at Vienna. A 
young man of high birth, and who has fignalized 
himfelf by his bravery during this war, felt an im- 
pulfe, like many others of his age, to become a 
Freemafon. His Lodge, though he knew it not, 
was one of thole under rhe diredion of the fame 
fpecies of Illuminees. He had often been made 
the bearer of letters which he ftrongly fufpeded. 
At length he determined not to deliver them, under 
pretence that he had not found the perfons at 
home to whom they were direded, but in fad be- 
caule he did not wiih to be made the inftrument 
of treafon. Curiofity, however, getting the bet- 
ter of him, he ftill continued to folicit admiflion 
to the higher degrees. At length his initiation was 

fixed 
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fixed for the next day* wljen he received a letter - 
demanding an immediate interview, and written 
in the moft preffing ftyle. When he came to dm 
place appointed, he found an adept the forma •• 
friend of his father. «« I am now taking fucha 
** ftep (faid he), that the lealt indifcretaon:- on 
. * your part will moft certainly coft me my life* 

“ but 1 thought myfelf bound to it in cbn&queftce. 

** of the friendlhip which your father always. 

“ (hewed me and the regard that I have perfon-L 
“ ally for yourielf. I am a loft man if you do not 
“ keep my lecret; but on the other hand, you 
** are for ever undone if you prelent yourielf al „ 
“ the Lodge to receive the degree for which you 
«* have been foliciting. 1 know you too well to 
«* think that you would take the oath which will 
«* be propofed to you: You cannot difiemUei 
** and (till Ids will you be able to think or ad 
“ as they would wilh to make your Horror 
te will betray you, and then all will be over with 
“ you. You are already on the black list at 
** fufpefted. Knowing you as I do, I can allure 
“ you that you will foon be on the Red, or blood 
“ list ( blade lift) ; and then never flatter your* 

** felf with a hope to efcape the poifons or the 
“ aflaflins of the Sed.” This youth’s refoludon 
was not to be fubdued by fear. Before he would 
acquiefce, he wilhed at lead to be made acquaint- 
ed with fome of thofc terrible engagements in 
i which 
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which he was to bind himfelf, and which he 
would not be able to keep. His friend then ex- 
plained the oath that would be required, and he 
found it to be no other than the utter renun- 
ciation of all the moft facred ties of Religion, of 
fociety, and of nature ; and a vow to recognize no 
other law than the commands of his Illuminizing 
Superiors. He fhuddered at hearing of fuch 
bonds; he found means of deferring his initiation, 
and abandoned the Lodges entirely before it was 
too late. Since the Revolution, circumftances 
have induced this Gentleman to leave the Auftri- 
an fervice and engage in the Englilh ; but it was 
from his own mouth that I learned how much he 
feared that his friend had been put on the Red 
lift for the friendly fervice he had rendered him. 
Certain it is, that he heard of his death a ihort 
time after this interview had taken place. 

The reader will naturally wifh to return to our 
Bavarian Illuminees ; but that he may better un- 
derftand what was and what ought to be the ef- 
feft of their million, I mull firft deferibe the 
compofition of the Lodge in which they were to 
be received ; and for that purpofe, I rauft again 
anfift on thofe Illuminees fo well known in France 
tinder the name of Theofuphes. Let us compare 
the above-mentioned black lift and blood list 
with an anecdote that indeed I could never credit 
until I was at length informed of the circumftances 

Vol. IV. A a by 
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by men who were perfedly well acquainted with 
them. Every body knew that the large manfioft 
of Ermenonville, belonging to Mr. Gerardin, 
and fituated about thirty miles from Paris, was a 
principal haunt of Illuminifm. It is alio well 
known, that there, at the tomb of Jean Jaques 
Roufleau, under pretence of regenerating man 
and reftoring him to the age of nature, the moft 
horrible diffolutenefs of morals was pradifed.— 
The famous impoftor Saint Germain prefided 
over thefe myfteries j he was the God of them, 
and he alio had his blood lift. The Chevalier de 
Lescure fell a fatal vidim to it. He wilhed to 
withdraw from this horrid focietyj perhaps even 
to difeover its abominations. Poifon was min- 
gled with his drink, and he was not a ftranger to 
the caufe of his death. Before he expired he po- 
fitively declared to the Marquis de Montroi, a 
general officer, that he fell a vidim to this infa- 
mous crew of Illuminees *. 

Having 

* Nothing can equal the profligacy of morals that raged 
among thefe inhabitants of Ermenonville. Every woman 
admitted to the myfteries became common to the Brother- 
hood. That which St. Germain had chofen for himfelf was 
called the V irgin ; (he alone had the privilege of not being 
delivered over to chance, or to the commands of thefe true 
Adamites, unlefs St. Germain thought proper to confer the 
title of Virgin on fome other woman. This vile impo&or, 
more adroit than Caglioftro, had actually perfuaded his 

adepts 
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Having afcertained thefe fa&s, I (ball no lon- 
ger hefitatc to confider as lb many hiftorical 
truths, firft, all the oaths and wilhes for the de-r 
ftru&ion of the Altar and the Throne ; fccondly, 
all thofe doftrines fo exadly coinciding with what 
has been already extracted from the works of the 
$ eft j and, laftly, all thofe abominable oaths and 
horrid trials deferibed by a multitude of authors. 
Nor lhall I be guilty of any calumny when I de- 
clare, that the foie difference between this Se& 
and Weifhaupt’s lies in the ceremonial. Atheifm 
is as precifdy the ultimate objedl of their theofo- 
phy, as it is of Weilhaupt’s myfteries. Neither 
will allow, that the man of nature can be bound 

adepts that he was in pofibflion of an Elixir of Immortality ; 
that he had gone through feveral changes by means of the 
metempfyehofis ; that he had already died three times, but 
that he would die no more ; that fince his lad change he had 
lived fifteen hundred years -And there were dupes who, too 
wife to credit the eternal truths taught by a God-made-man, 
finnly believed in this metempfyehofis and in the fifteen hun- 
dred years of their God St. Germain!! Neither did they 
know that that period of time was no more than an allufion 
to the Mafonic degrees. According to the Mafonic fiftion, 
an Apprentice is three years old, a Fellow-craft five, and a 
Matter feven. This age goes on in l'uch an increafing ratio 
in certain degrees, that a Scotch Knight is faid to be fine 
hundred years old. When a Mafon therefore comes and fays, 
I am fo many years old, it is no more than faying I am of 
fuch a degree. {See Gefcbickte der unbekanten on the Scotch 
Degrees), 
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by the laws of fociety j both declare, that fove- 
reigns are nothing more than tyrants ; and both 
agree, that all means of annihilating Priefts, 
Kings, Altars, and Laws,' (however atrocious they' 
may be in themfelves) become meritorious and 
noble when directed to that end. But they excel 
even the modern Spartacus in their arts for kind* 
ling and inflaming the zeal of their aflafllns and 
parricides. That the means of the former are 
not to be compared with thofe of the latter, let 
the reader decide on the following ftatement. 

When one of thofe unfortunate men who have 
been led away by the Se# into all the illuflons of 
their vifions wiflies to be initiated into the art of 
prodigies, the fcience of fciences, in (hort into 
the laft fecrets of the adepts, the propofltion is 
made to him to confummate his devotion to the 
fuperiors who are entrufted with thefe fciences. 
This will be a new contra#, and will make him 
the blind inftrument of all the plots into which he 
will foon be plunged. On the day appointed for 
his initiation he is led through dark windings to 
the den of trials. In this cavern the image of 
death, the mechanifm of fpedres, potions of 
blood, fepukhral lamps, fubterraneous voices, 
every thing, in fhort, that can affright the ima- 
gination, and fucceffively hurry him from terror 
to enthufiafm, is 'put in adion, until at length, 
worn out by fright, fatigue, hope or enthuflafon, 

the 



HISTORICAL PART. 


357 . 


the candidate is fo perfe&ly deprived of his rea- 
ion, that he cannot help following any impulfe that 
he may receive. Then it is that the voice of the 
invifible Hierophant burfts forth from this abyfs, 
makes the vaults refound with its menaces, and 
prefcribes the following execrable oath, which the 
Candidate repeats after him : 

“ I here break all the ties of the flefh that 
*f bind me to father, mother, brothers, lifters, 
“ wife, relations, friends, mifirejfes t kings, chiefs, 
** benefactors; in (hort, to every perfon to whom 
** I have promifed faith, obedience, gratitude, or 
“ fervice.” 

“ I fwear to reveal to the new chief whom I 
acknowledge every thing that I fhall have feen, 
“ done, read, heard, learned or difcovered ; and 
" even to feek after and fpy into things that 
“ might otherwife efcape my notice. I fwear to 
“ revere the Aqua Topbana , as a certain, prompt, 
** and ntceflary means of ridding the earth, by 
** the death or ftupefaftion of thofe who revile 
“ the truth, or feck to wreft it from my hands*.’* 
Scarcely has the candidate pronounced this oath 
when the fame voice informs him, that from that 
inftant he is releafed from all other oaths that be 
bad taken either to bis country or to the laws. “ Fly 
“ (it fays) the temptation of ever revealing what 

a See the Red Lodge unveiled. Page 1 1, and the hiftqry 
•f the afTaflination of Guftavus III. King of Sweden, SefL 4. 
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** you have juft heard ; for lightning is not more 
** inftantaneous* than the dagger that (hall reach 
*« you in whatever part of the world you may be.’*' 
Thus did this atrocious Se£t form its adepts. 
Springing from the delirious reveries of a Sweden- 
borg, it travels from England to Avignon, Lyons, 
and Paris. In this latter town, and as early as the 
year 1781, a club of this fpecies of Illuminees 
(to the number of 125 or 130) had formed idel£ 
holding its fittings in the above-mentioned Rue de 
la Sourdiere. Savalette de Lange, the fame man 
whom we have feen fo immerfed in the corrc- 
fpondence of the Committee of the Amis Reunis, 
prefided over this club. The famous Count St. 
Germain often held meetings at this fame Lodge. 
Cagliostro was invited to it by a fpecial depu- 
tation for the purpofe. Hitherto this man’s 
myfteries had only been thofe of an impoftorj 
but here he foon learned to be a confpirator. It 
was from this Lodge that he derived that know- 
ledge of the revolution which he pretended to 
foretel in a fort of prophetic cant when he made 
his appearance in London after he had been li- 
berated from the Baftille. It was thence that he 
received his millions for Rome, where he was to 
fow the feeds of Revolution. One of the Adepts 
that had been deputed to him was a Mr. Ray- 
mond, who had been the matter of the Poft- 
pffice at Befancon. He was an enthufiaft, and his 
1 imagi- 
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imagination was bewildered with Swedenborg’s 
vifions. From him the knowledge was derived 
of this Lodge having had a hundred and thirty 
refident members at Paris, and more than a hundred 
mad fifty travelling members or correlpondents in 
different parts of the Globe ; that, after the ex- 
ample of Holbach’s club, they had their com- 
pilers and printers who were circulating their re- 
volutionary poifons among all clafies of the peo- 
ple*, In the perfon of Dibtrich, Secretary 
to the Lodge, we find every fpecies of Illumi- 
nifm. Condorcet aJfo was a member; he 
who needed only to be made acquainted with 
Weiftiaupt’s plots to belong to every confpiring 
' Seft ; though it is not certain, that Dietrich had 
not already put him in dired correfpondence with 
The modern Spartacus. — Let the reader mark well 
of what perfons this Lodge was compofed. We 
fhall have occafion to advert to it again for the 
illuftration of many a languinary feene. In the 
mean time let us take a. view of other mafonic 
haunts, that we rriay difeover all thefe different 

* I have been informed of all thefe circumilances by a 
man who was for a long time connected with the Poftmafter 
Raymond, but who refilled all his arts of fedultion. This 
4a.xne perfon, on whom I can perfectly rely, alfo informed 
me, that he had feen the minutes of the Lodge, which were 
regularly printed by Clouzier in the Rut de Sorbonnt ; but that 
they were fo overloaded with Jigns and hieroglyphics , that it 
impoffiblc for any but the adepts to read them. 
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Se£ls, the harbingers of fuch horrors, uniting and 
confining into one hideous mafs of confpirators 
under the difaftrous name of Jacobins. 

Befide the lodges that I have already named; 
there exiftcd two others in Paris, the more re- 
markable as they (hew how the confpirators 
would as it were clafs themfelves according to 
the degree of error they had adopted, or the 
views that had prompted them to engage in the 
general confpiracy. One of thefe Lodges was 
called the Nine Sifters. This was the re -union of 
the Mafonic brethren who ftyled themfelves Phi- 
lofophers. The other was named the Lodge of 
Candor , and was chiefly compofed of thole Ma- 
fons who in the world held a high rank and bore 
titles of nobility, while in the Lodges they trai- 
teroufly confpired againft Nobility, and more 
particularly againft the monarchy and againft 
religion. 

The unfortunate Duke de la Rocbefcucault, at 
once the dupe and prote&or of the Sophifters, 
The of belonged to the Lodge of the Nine Sifters . PaJ- 
the Nine toret was the Mafter of it, he who in public ap- 
Sitters. peared to facrifice to rank and riches, and even 
to court religion ; but whofe revolutionary career 
would have caufed lefs furprize had the attive 
part he had taken in the dark recedes of this 
Lodge been more generally known. The name 
of Condorcet alfo appears here, as it does in every 

haunt 
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luuint of rebellion. Together with him we find 
a long lift of all the Sophifters of the day, fuch 
a* Briffot , Gar at, the commander Dolomieu, La- 
ctpedt, Bailly, Camille Defmoulins, Cerutti, Four - 
trot. Dan/on, Millin, Lalande, Bonne, Chateau 
Randon, Chenier, Mercier, Gudin, La Metberie, and 
die Marquis de la Salle, who, not finding the Lodge 
of the Social Contract fufficiently philofophized, 
had come over to Condorcet. There was allb 
Cbampfort, who never could think that the revo- 
lution of Equality and Liberty advanced with 
fufficient rapidity, till at length, lettered in its 
chains, he could find no other refource in his 
Philofophiftn than filicide. Among the apoftate 
clergy that had flocked thither, we find Noel, 
Pingre, and Mulot. The two latter, together 
with Lalande , were alfo members of the Secret 
Committee of the Grand Orient. Dom Gerles, in 
company with Rabaud de St. Etienne and Petion, 
came and joined the Lodge of the Nine Sifters 
in the early time of the revolution. Faucbet took 
Jiis ftation at the Boucbe de Fer, with Goupil de 
J* refeln and Bonneville. As to Syeyes, the moft 
zealous of this brotherhood and of the whole re- 
volutionary crew, he had formed a new Lodge at 
the Palais Royal, called the Club of the Twenty - 
*tbo, and compofed of the chofen of the Eledt. 

Such perfons as wilh to form a more precile 
idea of the revolutionary Ipirit that predominated 

in 
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in this Lodge, need only to confolt thole works ' 
publiftied by its members, when the court, at foe ' 
mitigation of Neckcr, imprudently invited afl 
the Sophifters to lay before the public their views 
on the compofidon of the States General. A 
work of this nature, written by La Mctherir, i 
being read at the hotel, and in prefence of foe 
Duke de la Rochefoucault, a French noble* 
man, who has fmee mentioned it to me, ventured 
to fay, that the pofitions laid down in that work 
were derogatory to foe rights of the fovereign and 
to religion. * H'V //, (faid the duke, a mere dupe 
4 of his Sophifters,) either the court will admit tf 
4 tbeje plans , and then we Jball be able to arrange 
4 matters as we pleafe ; or elfe , the court will rejtff 
4 them, and in that caje we mttft do without a king* 
Such, indeed, was the opinion generally enter- 
tained and declared by the fophifticated Mafons, 
fuch as Bailly, Gudin, La Metherie, Dupont, 
&c.* They wifhed to cltabiifh a king fubjeded 
to all their theory of Equality, Liberty, and So- 
vereignty of the people ; but it was only through 
them that the people were to didate the laws ; 
and fome of thefe Jci-difar.t fages wifhed to anni- 
hilate royalty entirely. Several of them, fuch as 
Biiftot and his faction, already fhowed difpofitions 

♦ Seethe account given of their works in Vol. II. of theie 
Memoirs. 
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to reject all terms with the throne ; and reviling it 
was only the prelude to its utter fubverfion. 

There was another fet of brethren* who fre- 
quented the Loge de la Candeur -, but, following The 

Lodge at 

Other plans, they fought to combine their ambidon u Can- 

■ with the Mafonic Equality and Liberty. There dtKr ' 
fid La Payette, the difciple of Syeyes, lifping the 
Sights of Man, and already afierting that infurree - 

tin was a moft Jacred duty, dream that he was the 
rival of the immortal Wafhington. The Bro- 
‘ then Lameth, furnamed the ungrateful, flocked 
, thither to punilh the court for the favors conferred 
on them } fo did the Marquis de Monte/quieu, 

Mtriton de Chabrillant , and Cuftines, in hopes of 
'revenge for having been flighted by that fame 
tourt. Here alfo were feated many agents of 
Philip D ’Orleans, fuch as his counfellor La Clos , 
hi* chancellor La 'Touche, Sillery the vileft of 

■ Haves, and D'Aiguillon the moft hideous of mum* 

• ®ers.* Thither alfo had reforted the Marquis 
' de Lujignan and the Prince of Broglie, whofe 

youth was about to tarnilh the glory of a name 
that deferved a better fate. The Phyfician Guil~ 
htin is the only brother that I can And in this 
Lodge who did not bear a title. He foon felt the 

• All Paris was acquainted with his accoutrements and 
remembers the hideous Hgure that he cut on the 5th and 6th 
qf October* 1789s in the midft of the Poif&rdsat Veriailles* 
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effects of its power, when cited before the P5 m 
ment to anfwer for a feditious publication j 
beheld thou&nds of adepts flocking in on all fi 
and threatening the magiftrates, who might . 1 
plainly perceive that it was too late to coot 
againft the federated bands x>f Mafonry. 

Such was the ftate of the Lodges, and of 
moft remarkable Brethren at Paris, when 
Deputies of Illuminifm arrived from Germa 
Moft authors make them alight at the Lodgi 
Lfrt^e of the Central Social , Rue Coq-beron. I fear that 1 hi 
ntyfelf prepared my readers for a fimilar en 
«*•<. when (peaking (in Vol. II. Chap. XIII. of th 
Memoirs) of a Lodge eftablifhed in that fa 
ftrect. I recoiled, however, that I particula 
mentioned them to be the Sophifters adherent 
the Duke de la Rochefoucault ; and none of tb 
belonged to the Contrat Social. Though I nr 
have miftaken the ftreet in which they afTembl> 
I was not in any error with refped to the perfc 
of the Confpirators. The better to diftingu 
them, and that I might not confound them w 
another lpccies of Mafons, I made the Ariel 
inquiries. Among other documents, I procui 
a very numerous lift of the Brethren of the Soi 
Contrail.* I therein found men who are \» 

kno 

• I fliould have given this lift, but that I could not I 
pofc that fo many Dukes, MarquifTes, and Barons, would 
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SW* for their attachment to royalty, and not a 
jte one who had diftinguifhed himfelf by his 
d for the revolution. I alfo found, • that this 
or (fo fcandalizing to the Social OmtraS) ori- 
tated in a work called Let Mafques Arr aches, 
bliffaed under the feigned name of Jaques Lt 
which is nothing but a fcurrilous libel on 
dons of the higheft refpe&ability. This author 
informs men whom 1 have known to be the 
ft violent enemies to the revolutioh into the 
ift zealous abettors of it. He alio makes the 
dee de la Rochefoucault, the Abbe Fauchet, 
By, and La Fayette, members of the Social 
itraff, though they never belonged to it. He 
ces it under the direction of the Grand Matter 
slip of Orleans, whereas it never filiated from 
f Lodge but that of Edinburgh. He paints 
: venerable Cardinal of Malines in the falfeft 
lours, as will evidently appear to every perfbn 
to is acquainted with his high reputation for 
tuc and wifdom. On the whole, I do not 
ink that this fuppofed Le Sueur can be quoted 


fee their names made public. Betides, lam not writing 
i hiftory of the dupes, but of the confpiring brethren.— 
kink it, however, proper to obferve, that when the fcede* 
ion of which I am about to fpeak was undertaken, they 
f the advice of the queen) admitted feveral members of a 
t ariftocratic turn, left their Lodge fliould be fufpefted of 
Aocracy. 
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as an authority in any thing* except in what- he 
lays on the reception of the Pbilalete IUum ineeu 
and even there he is molt abominable in his per* 
fonalities, and pretends to have been an attor is 
the fcene when he is but the plagiary copyift of 
Mirabeau. 

I have beiides acquired a certainty, that Wsif- 
haupt’s emiflarics could not have applied to oeq 
more inimical to his fyftems, whether Mafonic or 
Anarchical, than the members of the Social Go- 
trait, as by their orders the famous work written 
by Bonneville, Bode’s great friend, was burnt in 
open Lodge. In fhort, I have in my poffcffioo 
the original letter (or, in Mafonic language, the 
flancbe tracee ) written by a man with whom I 
acquainted, and on the formal deliberation of the 
Social Contract transmitted to feveral other lodges, 
to engage them to join in a federation for the 
fupport of Louis XVI. againft the jacobins. It is 
true, that the royalift brethren of this Lodge 
were the complete dupes of this projected fede- 
ration, for they invited the Lodges to form an \ 
union for the maintaining of the King according 
to the conftitution of 1789. Louis XVI. nho 
really wifhed to keep the oath that had been 
forced from him, to be true to the conftitutioft 
was very weil plealed with the lift of the fed®* 
rated Mafons j but Mr. de La Porte, then Hi** 
nifter, was of a different opinion. When he 

tl»* 
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thr drcniar letter, and the. number of pejriom who- 
had fubfcribtd it, he faid, “ It is impqfiibk that 
“ thefe perfons can be other than conftitutional T 
c<: ifts, or that they can ever become fhuanch rojr- 
<c alifts. w — ** Let us begin (rejoined the agent* 
cc of the Social Contra#) by maintaining the king 
“ in his prefent ftate, and we 'will afterwards find 
** means of re-eftablifhing the true Monarchy.** 
This aofwer may ferve as a vindication fpr.the 
members of the Social Contrail ; but their good 
intentions did not make their deluTioh the left 
complete. In the firft place, they might have feen, 
but they did not fee, that the greater number of 
dtofe who had figned the letter were men who 
wifhed to continue to enjoy their Equality and 
Liberty under a King reduced to the condition of 
a mere Doge to the fovereign and legiflative peo- 
ple j and that La Fayette, Bailly, and many other 
revolution's, would have figned this letter, with- 
out ccafing on that account to be jacobins and re- 
bels. Neither did they refle#, that many of thofc 
conftitutional brethren would have turned againft 
the Social Contrail, as foon as they perceived the 
film for reinftating the Monarch in his ancient 
rights ; nor that it was far more ealy to entice 
thefe conftitutionalifts into the moft outrageous 
democracy of the great club, than to bring them 
hkk to the principles of real monarchy. In fhorr, 
they had overlooked the vaft number of adepts of 

democracy 




/ 
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democracy who would infallibly denounce them 
as traitors to Equality and Liberty, which after- 
wards proved to be the cafe. It was to very little 
purpofe that the abettors of this federation termi- 
nated their letter with the following words:—' 
“ This table is only for your chapter. Make dif- 
** erect ufe of it. We have two /acred interefts to 
“ manage, that of the French Monarchy and its 
4 ‘ King, and that of Mafonry and its Members/* 
The interefts of Mafonry carried the day i for, at 
die very time that the demi-adepts were fubferib- 
ing the letter, the more profound adepts were 
from every quarter denouncing the federation to 
the great club, and the Social Contrast was itfelf 
proferibed. 

Certain of this fa£t, and obferving that the 
brethren of the Social Contrast pofitively declare, 
in the table tracee (which I have before me) that 
all political and deliberating clubs Jhonld be Jup- 
pre/fed ; being alfo affured, by feveral Mafons, that 
it was from the Committee of the Amis reunis that 
the invitations were fent to go and deliberate with 
the German deputies, 1 find myfelf obliged to 
differ with thofe writers who declare the Emil-' 
faries of Illuminifin to have alighted at the Soci3^ 
Contraft, and who attribute to that Lodge th^ 
political committees eftablilhed on their arrival - 
It may very poflibly have happened, that lom^ 
one of thefe committees may have taken its fta— " 

« tion. 



HISTORICAL PART. 


tion in the fame ftreet ; but certain it is, that fuch 
committee was not compofed of members from 
the Social Contrail. So likewife is it a mere fa- 
ble that has been fpread, with regard to the in-< 
feription fuppofed to have been written by Philip 
of Orleans on the door of this Lodge, Hither each 
brings bis ray of light. Let it then be remembered, 
that it was to the Committee of the Amis remit 
that Mirabeau had directed the illuminizing bre- 
thren from Germany. — Savalette and Bonneville 
had made this committee the central point of 
revolution and of the myfteries. There met in 
council, on the days appointed,, not only the Pari- 
fian adepts, but thofe of all the provinces who 
were judged worthy of being admitted to the 
profound myfterifs of the Sedt. There were to 
be feen the Eledt of the Philaletes, the profound 
Roficrucians and Knights Kadofch, the Eledt of 
the Rue Sourdiere , of the Nine Sifters , of the 
Ijodge of Candour , and of the moft fecret com- 
mittees of the Grand Orient. This was the land- 
ing-place of the travelling brethren from Lyons, 
Avignon, and Bourdeaux. The emifiaries from 
Germany could not find a central point better 
adapted to their new myfterids than this com- 
mittee ; and there it was that they unfolded all 
the importance of their million. Weilhaupt’s code 
was ordered to lie on the table, and commifiioner3 
. Vol. IV. B b were 
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were named to examine it and make their re- 
port. 

But here the gates of this fecret fenate are (hat 
rfgainft us. I do not pretend to penetrate the dark 
reccfs, and deferibe the deliberations that took 
place on this occafion. Many brethren hare in- 
formed me, that they remember the deputation, 
but they fcarcely re collect Amelius-Bodc and Bay- 
ard- Bufche under any other denomination than 
that of the German brethren. They have feen thefe 
deputies received in different Lodges with all the 
etiquette due to vifitors of high importance ; ■ but 
it was not on fuch occafions that a coalition was 
debated on, between the ancient myfteries of Ma- 
fonry and thofe of the modern Spartacus. All that 
my memorials fay on the fubjeft is, that negotia- 
tions took place ; that the deputies reported to 
their Areopage; that the negotiations tailed longer 
than was expedted ; and that it was at length de- 
cided, that the new myfteries fliould be introduced 
into the French Lodges, but under a Mafonic 
form ; and that they fliould all be illuminized, 
without even knowing the name of the Sedl whole 
myfteries they were adopting. Only fuch parts 
of Weilhaupt’s code were to be fcle&ed as the 
circumftances would require to haften the revo- 
lution. Had not the fads that immediately fol- 
lowed this negotiation tranfpired to point out it$ 
effe&s, we Ihould ftill have been in the dark as to 

it$ 
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its great fuccels ; the news of whidh Amelins arid 
Bayard carried back to their illuminized brethren 
in Germany. But, happily for hiftory, fafts have 
fpoken 5 and it will be eafy to fee how far this 
-fkmous embaffy influenced die French Revolu- 
tion. 

At the time of their arrival Paris fwarmed with 
impoftors, all raifing ipirits or conjuring up the 
dead, in order to pick the pockets of the living ; 
or magnetizing and throwihg into a crifis certain 
kntwing dopes t or knaves who well knew the parts 
they had to a£t. Others again would work cutes 
On bealtby dupes t to fwindle away the money of 
thole who were really ill. In a word, Mefttef pre- 
sided there in all his glory. I make this ebferra- 
tion, becaufc the illuminiaing deputies pretended 
"that they had been attracted from Germany by 
•the fame of Mejmer's fcience, which had fpread 
throughout their country ; it alfo ferves to fhow, 
that their arrival could hot have been later than 
-die year 1787, as in the very next year Mejmerijm 
and its tubs were entirely abandoned, or confined 
'to a few adepts, the objeft of public ridicule, who 
Raeforted to the hotel of the Duchels of Bourbon. 
'•'Such a pretext, therefore, at that period would 
lave been as much ridiculed as were Mefmer’s 
••dopes. The Notables , the Parliament, Brienne, 
and Necker, at that time furniflied the Parifians 
- with more important matter for confideration. -*• 

B b a Befidc, 
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Befide, my inftru£tions, as well as many perfons 
the beft informed on the fubjett, even Mafons at 
.whole Lodges thefe German brethren attended as 
vifitors, (late their arrival to have taken place 
about the time of the convocation of the firll aft 
lembly of the Notables , which opened on the 22d 
February 17 87. And, in fadt, it is from that very 
year that we may obferve the code of Weilhaupt 
influencing French Mafonry. 

The iiiu- ^at year we fee all the myfteries of the 
miniza- Amis, reunis y and of the other Lodges that had 
France adopted the pretended myfticity of the Martinifts, 
demon- difappear. The very name of Pbilalete fee ms to 
by have been forgotten. New explanations are given 
• . to the Mafonic fecretsj a new degree is introduced 

;into the Lodges; and the brethren of Paris haften 
to tranfmit it to thofe in the provinces. The 
adepts flock to the new myfteries. I have now be- 
fore me a memorial written by an adept, who 
about the end of 1787 received the code at his 
Lodge, though he lived at eighty leagues diftance 
from Paris. According to the agreement made 
, with the Deputies, all the forms of Mafonry were 
preferved in this new degree ; the ribbon was yel- 
lowy the badge was a far , and its fefiivals were 
■ kept at the Equinox ; but the ground- work of its 
myfteries was a difcourle entirely copied from that 
pronounced by the illuminizing Hierophant in th^ 
.degree of Epopt. The dawn of a great day begin 
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to break upon us, when the fecrets of Mafonry , hither - 
to unknown, /hall become the property of all free 
men. In fhort, it contained all the principles of 
Equality and Liberty, and of natural religion, detail- 
ed in the degree of Epopt ; and even the enthufi- 
afm of ftyle was preferved. The difcourfes pro- 
nounced by the Knights of the Sun, or Knights 
Kddojcb, on fimilar occasions, were not to be com- 
pared to this. The very Mafon who has given 
me this information, though he had been admitted 
to ' all the other degrees, was fo difgufted with 
this, that he refilled it ; but the greater part of the 
brethren of his Lodge were fo much eledtrified 
by it, that they became the moft zealous Jlicklers for 
the revolution. Some have even held confpicuous 
places in it, and one aSlually became minifter. In 
this new degree, the reader muft remark, the 
vety name of Illuminee was not mentioned ■, it 
was merely a farther explanation of the origin and 
leCrets of Mafonry. The French Malons were 
now ripe for fuch an explanation } they were in a 
ftate fimilar to that defcribed by Knigge when 
/peaking of the Brethren who inhabited the pro- 
teftant parts of Germany ; they needed ho long 
trials } they were illuminized with the fame faci- 
lity } the name fignified little j they received the 
degree, and ran wild with the fame enthufiafm. 

It was difficult, however, as yet, to judge by 
the difpofitions of the different. Lodges what turn 
B b 3 the 
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the revolution would take. The Mafons in ge- 
neral wifhed for a change in the conflitution i bqfc 
the choftn of the Eledt alone were initiated iq all 
the diforganizing plans of their Equality and l|r 
bercy. Their myftcries, it is true, were unfolded 
in the higher degrees ; but it mult be alfo rqmem-' 
bered, that terror had there much more influence 
than conviction. I was acquainted with Mafons 
who had fworn hatred to kings on their reception 
to the degree of Kadofcb ; -r- nevertheless l have 
feen them, regardlefs of that oath, become the 
ftaunch friends of Monarchy. That fpirit, inhei 
rent to the French nation, got the better of the . 
Mafonic views ; that was the fpirit which was to 
be eradicated from the minds of the brethren s 
and all the fophiftry and dekiGons of the illumine 
izing Hierophants were to be pradtifed for that 
purpofe. It was in his degree of Epopt that the 
modern Spartacus had condenfed all his poifons by 
which he was to infufe into his adepts that frantic 
rage againft kings, which he had himfelf imbibed, 
Such alfo was the intention and effedt of the- de- 
gree of the Majonic Epopt. 

But llluminifin was not to be appeafed by ffce-i 
ing the adepts of the antient Lodges facrificiog a* 
its Ihrine. The Hierophant tells his difdples, that 
they are to acquire jirength by gaining over the mul- 
titude. This is alfo the period (at the introdudlion 
of the new degree, and the return of the deputies 
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to Germany) when the Lodges are multiplied be- 
yond any former precedent, both in Paris and the 
provinces, and when the fyftem for the reception 
of Mafons is changed. However low Mafonry 
nay have ftooped in queft of candidates, it had 
not as yet been feen recruiting in the fuburbs 
among the loweft rabble ; all at once we fee the 
foburbs of St. Antoine and St. Marceau filled with 
Lodges compofed of porters and labourers, now 
decorated with the levelling badges of Mafonry. 
In the country- towns and villages. Lodges are 
opened for aflembling the workmen and peaiantry, 
in hopes of heating their imaginations with the 
fophifiicated ideas of Equality and Liberty and 
the Rights of Mao. At that fame period does 
Philip of Orleans introduce to the Mafonic mys- 
teries thole French Guards, whom he deftined to 
the fubfequent attack of the Bailille and the 
ftarming of the palace of his royal m after and 
Irinfman. Let the officers of thole legions be 
questioned why they abandoned the Lodges ; and 
they win tell you, it was bccaufe they did not 
choofe to be confounded with their common lbl> 
diers in this Mafonic Equality. 

At that fame period is Paris over-run with an 
immenfe number of clubs and literary focieties, 
on the plan of the Germanic union, and fuch as 
it had already eltablilhed on the banks of the 
Rhine. They are no longer Lodges, but Clubs, 

6b 4 regu- 



ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY } 


regulating committees , and political committees . Ail 
thefe clubs deliberate. Their refolutions, as well 
as thofe of the committee of the Amis des Notts, 
are all tranfmitted to the committee of correfpon- 
dence of the Grand Orient, and thence are for- 
warded to the Venerables in the provinces. This 
is no more than that concatenation of revolt, in- 
vented by Weilhaupt to revolutionize nations from 
the north to the fouth, and from the eaft to the 
weft, at one and the lame hour. The chief com- 
mittee of thefe regulating committees is no other 
than the French Areopage. In place of Spartacus - 
Weifhaupt, Philo- Knigge, Marius-WtrtcX, &c. we 
find, wielding the firebrands of revolution in the 
capital of France, a Philip of Orleans, a Mirabeau, 
a Sfeyes , a Savalette de Lange, a Condor cet, &c. 

- Scarcely is the conftruflion of this chain of 
rebellion made known to them, before they fet 
about forming it throughout the ftate. Inftruc- 
tions are fent to the very extremities of the king- 
'do'm'; all the Venerables are ordered to acknow- 
ledge the reception of them, and to Juljcin to their 
■anfwer the oath of faithfully and punUitally executing 
all commands they .may receive through the fame 
channel. Thofe who might hefitate at fuch an oath 
are menaced with all the poignards and aqua to - 
phana that await traitors to the Seft.* 

♦ See Vol. 1J. of thefe Mcqioir?, Chap. XIII, 

Thofe 
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Thofe Mafters of Lodges who through fear or V. . 
clifguft were unwilling to engage in fo awful an 
undertaking, had no other refource left but to 
abandon the Lodge and the mallet, under what- 
ever pretence their fears could foggeft. They 
were replaced by more zealous brethren, * and 
the orders continued to be tranfmitted until the. 
meeting of rhe Staces-general. The day of ge- 
neral infurre&ion is fixed for the 14th of July, 

*789. At the fame hour, and in all parts of 
France, the cries of Equality and Liberty relound 
from the Lodges. Paris briftles up in a phalanx 
of pikes, hatchets, and bayonets ; couriers arc fent 
into the provinces, and they return with the news 
of a fimilar infurreftion j towns, villages, nay, the 
very fields and cots, refound with the cries of 
Equality and Liberty, and are thus in unifon with 
the brethren of the capital. On this fatal day the 
Jjoiges are diffolved. The grand adepts are now 
fieated in the town-houfes in revolutionary com- 
mittees. As they predominated in the Eiettoral 
-Affemblies, fo are they now predominant in the 
salTembly ftyling itfelf National. Their cut-throat 

* Thefe letters and menaces were tranfmitted during the 
fitting of the States of Britanny, that is to fay, about June 
® r July, 1788; at leaft it was at that time that a member of 
States, a Mafon and a Knight Kadofch, received his. — 

The new degree had been received at his Lodge about fix 
months before. 


bands 
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bands hare keen trying their ftrength, and the 
barriers of Paris are beaten to the grounds the 
country -houfes of the nobility are in dames ; the 
lantern poffcs are put in reqnifirion ; and head* arc 
carried in farage triumph, through the facets of 
Paris. The Monarch is attacked in bis palace* and 
bis faithful guards butchered ; prodigies of valour 
atone could fare the life of his royal confort j and 
the King himfelf is dragged a prifoner to his ca- 
pital. Good God ! whether am I proceeding ? — ■ 
all Europe is acquainted with the dreadful tale. 
Let us return then to the hand that organizes this 
horrid Concatenation of v ill any. 

The Lodges had thus been transformed into 
a vaft correfponding fbeiety ; and, through the 
means of that correfpondence, France had in a 
Angle day been overwhelmed hy a million of de- 
moniacs, who with horrid yell proclaimed their 
Equality and Liberty, while they were commit- 
ting the mod abominable outrages. And who were 
the men that prefided over thefe primitive dif- 
afters ? Hiftory immediately points to a new den 
of confpirators, holding their meetings at Ver- 
failles, under the title of the Breton Club. And 
who are the members of it ? Mirabeau, Syeyes, 
Barnave, Chapellier, the Marquis* de la Colte, 
Glezen, Bouche, Pecion ; in fhort, an aggr egate 
of the molt profound adepts, both of the capital 
and of the provinces, who fupply the place of the 

central 
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central committee, and by means of the eftablifhcd 
COrrefpondence fix. the time and manner of the 
intone dion. They are, however, but at the com- 
mencement of that long career of crime and ioi- 
qu ky which they are to run ; they muft concert 
new means, and gain over hands and numbers to 
tCCpmplUh the views which they were profecut- 
ieg. The better to direct this horrid courfe, they 
impatiently wait the day when they may fally 
forth from their dark recefies j and it is to the 
tcmplo of the living God, ta the church of reli- 
gious men called Jacobins, that Mirabeau con- 
vokes the Parifian adepts ; it is there that he efta- 
fcbjbes himfclf with the very men who compofed 
the Breton Club. The whole contpiring crew 
flock around him. From that inftant this temple is 
converted into a den of confpirators, and is only 
known by the name of Club. The name of thole 
antient religious who heretofore made it relbund 
with the praifes of the living God, is given to this 
horde of blafphemers, the re-union of every clals 
•f conspirators. Soon does all Europe defignatc 
by the name of Jacobin the authors and abettors 
t»f the French Revolution. The curfe once pro- 
nounced on this name, it is but juft and proper 
thsiltthe appellation of Jacobin alone Should carry 
with it the idea of a general coalition of the So- 
fbifiers of Impiety confpiring againft their God and 
ChrifriaDity ; of the Sopbifters of Rebellion confpir- 
ing 


Origin of 
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ing againft their God and their King ; and of the 
Sopbifters of Itnpiety and dnarcby corifpiring againft 
their God, their King, and all civil fociety what- 
ever. 

Let us now enter this den of rebellion, which 
may be looked upon as the prototype of thole 
numerous aflbeiations which are loon fpread under 
the fame name throughout the provinces. It is 
thither, it is to that monftrous union of every 
fpecies of eonfpiring Sefr, that the talk which I 
undertook at the outfet of thefe Memoirs leads 
Thejaco- both me and my readers j to follow thofe different 
Adepts* 1 c6n *P rrin g Sc^ s from their origin to their terrible 
identical- coalition in this den of confpirators under the 
Imm* in nam€ Jacobins. Darknefs may have hitherto 
perfons j encompafted the proceedings of thofe different 
Se&s ; and fome readers may have been blind to 
convi&ion, and dilbelieved the evidence I have 
adduced to prove that the commencement of this 
fatal union is to be dated from the intrufion of the 
Sophifters into the Mafonic Lodges, and the con- 
fummation of it from the coalition of the latter 
with the deputies of Iiluminifm. But broad da^' 
light will now betray their attions ; behold 
Sophifters, the Rebels, the Adepts of every cl 
aflembled, all bound by the fame oath, whetlv- €1 
Roficrucians, Knighrs Kadofch, or difciples 
Voltaire and Jean Jaques, whether Knights-Ten 
plars, F.popts of Iiluminifm, or difciples of 
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denborg and St. Martin; here, I fay, all arc 
"holding, council and concerting ruin, de valla - 
don, and all that meafurelefs chain of revolution- 
ary crimes. 

That impious man, who had firft fwom to crulh 
God and his Gofpel, was no more ; but his dilci- 
ples were ftill in life and vigour. We have feen 
them ipringing up from their academic meetings, 
retailing their blaiphemies in thole petty affem- 
blies, pretending to the bel efprit> under the aufpices 
of the female adepts, fuch as the Dutchels D’An- 
vilk, the Marquife du Deffant, or the Geofrins, 
Elpinaces, Neckers, and Staels. They then 
framed their confpiracies at the Hotel D’Holbach. 
To fupport the illufions of their Sophiftry by the 
ftrength of Legions, they obtrude themfelves on 
the Mafonic Lodges ; but now they have abandon- 
ed their pettifogging female adepts, their acade- 
mies; nay, the Hotel D’Holbach and the Lodges 
themfelves are deferted ; the great revolutionary 
gulph has fwallowcd them all. Behold them 
_ muffled up in the red cap ; the cloak of Philofo- 
j>hy has been caft afide ; behold them all, Condor- 
cet, Briffot, Bailly, Garat, Ceruty, Mercier, Ra- 
Ijaud, Cara, Gorfas, Dupui, Dupont, Lalande, 
-Atheifts, Deifts, Encyclopedifts, CEconomifts, io 
. Chort, fclf-created Philofophers of every fpecies 
and every kind. Here they appear foremoll in 
*he ranks of rebellion, as they formerly did in thofe 

of 
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bf impiety. Behold them intermixed with thi 
dregs of the 'Brigands And of the Lodgts, As Well 
as with the leaders of the bands and the heroes of 
the myfteries ; with the banditti of Philip of Or- 
leans, as well as with his worthy advocate Cba- 
iroudy or his rival La Fayette. Behold them in 
council with the traitors of ariftocracy, as well as 
with the apoftates of the clergy } with the Duke 
of Chartres, the Marquis de Montefquiou, and 
de la Salle, the Counts Pardieu, de Latouche, 
Charles and Theodore Lameth, Viftor Broglio, 
Alexander Beauharnois, St. Fargeau, as well as 
with Syeyes, Perigord D’Autun> Noel, Chabot, 
Dorn Gerles, Fauchet, and all the inttudhy 
tribe. , 

It is not by accident that we fee thefe Ancient 
confpirators, whether literary or mafonic, cOalc*- 
feing with the confpiring brethren of the Provin*- 
ces, fuch as Barrere, Mendouze, Bonnecarrere, 
and Collot d’Herbois ; it is not by chance that the 
Jacobin clubs both in Paris and the Provinces be- 
come the general receptacle for Roficrucians, 
Knights Templars, Knights of the Sun, and 
Knights Kadofch ; or of thofe in particular who, 
under the name of Pbilaletes , were enthufiaftically 
wedded to the myfteries of Swedenborg, whether 
at Paris, Lyons, Avignon, Bourdeaux, or Greno- 
ble. The club having once founded the trump of re- 
bellion, where elfe ftiould we go to learch for thole 

zealous 
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zealous Martinifts, Savalette de Lange, Milanois, 
Willermoz, and men of their (tamp ? They had 
improved on the fyftems of their forerunners the 
Roficrucians; they will, now that they have entered 
the great club, outftrip them with gigantic (hides. 
They had coalefced with the illuminizing Sports - 
cus ; and in unifon with his adepts they are now 
become the tnoft ardent Jacobins.* 

But 

* See a Lift of the principal Jacobins in a work entitled 
€t Of the Caujes and EffeQs of Jacobinifm 

It is an observation that did not efcape the notice of the 
German writers, and which I repeatedly find in the memorials 
fent to me, that the greateft vifionaries of the Roficrncian 
Mafons and of the Philaletes are fince become the moil zea- 
lous apoilles of Weiihaupt’s Illuminifm and of his Revolution* 
The Germans particularly mark out one tiulmer , a famous 
Martinift of Pruflia, and a George Fcfter, who in his great zeal 
for the myfieries of Swedenborg would pafs fifteen days in 
failing and prayer to obtain the viiion of a fpirit, or to dif- 
cover the Philofopber's Stone . Since that time, however, they 
have both turned out to be moil outrageous Jacobins. — In 
Prance many examples of this kind may be adduced : Prunelle 
d ir Lierre f for infiance ; a man heretofore of mofi amiable cha- 
racter, and a very good naturalifi. He firil became a reclufe 
Martinifi, and foon after as outrageous a Jacobin as Fdjfer. — 
As for Perijfe , the bookfeiler, he a&ed the fame part at Lyons 
for the correfpondence of the Martiniils, as Savalettc de 
I»ange did at Paris ; but he did not take the fame pre- 
cautions* One might fee him going to the Lodge 
followed by his port- folio, which a fervant could fcarcely 
carry. Weiihaupt’s code gained admittance to this port- 
folio ; the revolution took place ; and Perifie, together with 
his co-adept Milanois, became as outrageous Jacobins as the 
•—What is there that cannot be faid of the Martiniils of 
t Avignon? 
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But to whatever caufe people may choofe to 
afcribe this general reunion of fo many confpira- 
tors and of their fyftems, the fa£t certainly cannot 
be controverted. It had been firft fet on foot oh 
the arrival of Bode ; it was completed at the Club 
of the Jacobins. The lift is public, and it con- 
tains the names of all the profound adepts who 
had hitherto been difperfed among the Lodges. 
But let the reader never forget that it is not a 
mere local union, or an identity of perfons ; if is 
an identity of principles, of method, of oaths, 
and of means j it is the general concert of thefe 
confpirators that proves the coalition. 

If we turn to the difcourfes delivered in the 
inprinci- club (for the brethren now have their journals and 
plcs; their public archives) we lhall find, that Voltaire 
and Roufieau are their oracles, juft as they were 
of the Sophifters when in their Literary Societies. 


Avignon ? Was there ever fuch atrocious ferocity fhown a* 
by the ringleaders of this Lodge ? All this tends to confix 
the pofition, that between the adepts of Swedenborg, and the 
adepts of Weifhaupt, there was but a flight fhade of fep ara# 
tion. The fuppofed theofophy of the one differed but 
from the atheifin of the other. Weifhaupt goes more dir^^^ 
to the point ; but the annihilation of all religion is the 
objeft of both their myiteries. It is even worthy of rem; 

that the modern Spartacus was on the eve of grounding all 

mylteries on that very Theofophy where fire is the princt^^ 
and on the theology of the Pcrfians, as did the Philalctes ; 
Martinifls. — ( See Knights of the Phoenix, Original W riti 
Vol. I. Let. 46J 
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I that club do they repeat all the blafphemous 
tphiftry agairift Chriftianity which they had for* 
lerly uttered at the Hotel D’Holbach ; the lame 
ithufiaftic declamations in favor of Equality and 
Hetty t the grand fecret of thofe SeCts that had 
idden- themfelves in the occult Lodges* Thefc in forms) 
lepts found themfelves perfe&ly at home within 
its new den of confpirators the coftume and the 
mbols had changed, it is true ; but in fubftitu- 
Og the red, or rather the bloodyj cap of liberty 
ir the apron and level, they only adopted a more 
'pical emblem of their antique myfteries. The 
refident is now the Venerable ; the brethren afk 
ave to fpeak, and he grants or refofes it with all 
ic parade of Mafonry. When deliberating, the 
3tes are taken juft as in the occult Lodges. The 
ws of the Freemafons for the admiffion or ex- 
4fion of brethren are the fame. As in the 
rand Orient , or at the Amis reunis , and in the 
edges in -general, no candidate is received 
llefs he be prefented by two fponfdrs , who 
tlwer for his conduit and obedience ; juft lb 
it in the club. Here the obedience fworn in oaths ; 

. precilcly the fame as that fworn in the 
:cult myfteries of Mafonry. To be received 
Jacobin, as to become a Roficrucian or an 
luminee, the candidate is obliged to fwear im- 
licit obedience to the decifions of the brethren ; 
id alfo to obferVe and Caufe to be obferved all 
Vox.. IV. C c decrees 
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decrees paffcd by the National Affembly in ctnfe- 
quence of a be decifions of tbt club. He then binds 
himfelf to denounce to the club any man who 
fhall to his knowledge counteract the decrees pro- 
pofed by the club ; and that he will make no ex- 
ception in favor of bis mofi intimatt friends , of bis 
father , mother, or of any fart of bis fanuly . In 
fhort he will, in common with the difciples of D- 
luminifm, fwear to execute or caulfe to be executed 
all orders emanating from the privy council of the 
club, though they Jbould be repugnant to bis fentiments 
and confidence*-, for the Jacobin club, like the 
Grand Orient , had its committees and privy 
counfellors. The brethren have not abandoned 
their Lodges, as renouncing all their means of 
haftening, fomenting, and propagating, revolu- 
tions. They have eftabliihed here, juft as at the 
Grand Orient, committees for the reports , for the 
finances, for the correfpondence, and, laftly, the 
grand committee of all, the fecret committee and 
nearly all the members of thefe different commit- 
tees are the very perfons whom we have feerm. 
Hocking from the Lodges to the great clubf . 

In this club of Jacobins too is to be found, iw - 1 
common with the Occult Lodges of illuminifc«l 

* Sec Memoirs of the club of the Jacobins. 

•J- See the lift of the committees in Tbt Caufts and EffeS* 
tbt Revolution— Montjoie, on the Conjfiracy of OrUa ***- 
Book Xllf. 
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Mafonry* the Jaws of exclufion and prole ription. 
They have the black lift and the red lift, and this is 
A lift of blood. The name of a rejected brother is 
never infcribed bn it without effeft. Paris has 
snore than once feen fuch lifts ported up ; it has 
alio feen thofe devoted victims perilh, or, at beft, 
Have themfelves by flight*. 

Thus, in this den of confpirators do we And 
every thing in perfect unifon with the Occult 
Lodges, to which it only fucceeds. Adepts, ob- 
ject, principles, all are the fame ; whether we 
turn our eyes toward the adepts of impiety, of 
rebellion, or of anarchy, they are now but one 
confpiring Seft, under the difaftrous name of 
Jacobin. We have hitherto denominated fome 
by the name of Sopbifters, others by that of Occult 
Mafons, and, laftly, we have defcribed thofe 
snen ftyled IUuminees. Their very names will now 
difappear; they will in future all be fully defcribed 
by the name of Jacobin . 

It has been an arduous talk to collett the proofs 
of this monftrous aflociation. When we look 
back to that day when Voltaire fwore to crujb the 
fuppofed wretch in fupport of his Equality and 
Liberty j to that day when Montefquieu dogma- 
tically aflerted, that all nations fubjeft to a Mo* 


• Ibid, and Briffot to bis Con/iitutnis, when expelled from 
the Jacobins. 


narch. 
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narch, and to laws that they had not made, went 
(laves ; to that day, in (hort, when RouiTeau points 
out as a public malefactor againft mankind the 
man who had firft enclofed a Held and was pre- 
fumptuous enough to declare that it was his pror 
. perty, and thus became the founder of civil 1b- 
ciety ; from thofe days, I fay, until the Huai 
period when the difciples of Voltaire, Montef- 
quieu, and Roufleau, in the name of that fame 
Equality and Liberty, Hock to the club of the 
Jacobins, there to repeat their fophifms againft 
Chrift and his religion, to .profecute their ma- 
fonic plots againft kings, to propagate the blaf- 
phemies of the modern Spartacus againft their 
God, their king, their country, and all focial 
orderj what fyftems have we not been obliged to 
inveftigate, what artifices to unfold, and into what 
dark and loathfome recefles have we not been 
obliged to penetrate, in order to trace their pro- 
grefs ! At length wc have traced them to their 
general convention of iniquity and rebellion. 
Hiftory will have no further need of my refearches 
to demonftrate all the crimes and dilafters of the 
French revolution that have iffited from this 
haunt of confpirators. The hiftorian needs only 
turn to the public records, to their own journals, 
and he will fee what crimes of the French Revo- 
lution are to be attributed to them. I might, 
therefore, look upon my talk as accomplilhed. 

There 
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•* There is, however, a certain order to be ob- 
ierved in the very growth and progrefs of thcfe 
fcourges. In this affociation appears a mondrous 
wifdom, that directs the courfe of the crimes that 
*re iucceffively committed and even at appropri- 
ate moments. This wifdom has taught them how 
to make their lead criminal accomplices prepare 
the way for the blacked deeds ; it has taught them 
how to difcard or dedroy thofe agents who, from 
diigud or any other caufe, ceafe to be their indru- 
ments and only become obdacles. Thus, in the 
very dub of the Jacobins, in the centre of iniquity, 
there exid6 a progreflion of wickednefs. Each 
Seft has retained its ultimate objedt, each con- 
fpirator his paflions and his private views, jud as 
in the Occult Lodges j yet they are all leagued 
in one common objedt, in one common meafure, 
to overthrow the exiding government, and ere 61 
their Equality and Liberty on the new order of 
things. But opinions will clalh as to the choice 
of this new order. All deted and hate the God 
of the Gofpel ; but fome will have a God accord- 
ing to their Philofophifm, while the Philofophifm 
of others rejedt all ideas of a God. La Fayette 
will have a Doge for a king, fubjedt to the laws 
jErnd will of a fovereign people. Philip of Orleans 
'will have no king, unlefs it be himfelf. Briflot 
■wvill neither fubmit to Philip as king, nor aflent 
Xro La Fayette’s Doge; he wjflies to exercife the 
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magiftracy of his own democracy. Mirabeau 
will be content with any plan, provided he be the- 
prime minifter. Dietrich, Condorcet, Babaeuf, 
and the higher adepts of Sportacus , will aflent to 
nothing but the man-king of Illumintfin, every 
where his own mafter. Crimes then will be gra- 
duated by the myfteries. The grand adepts will 
be feen to make the mere novices aft. Private 
paftions will fometimes clog their progrels j I 
lhall, therefore, attempt to point out in what or- 
der the French revolution has brought thefe myf- 
teries into aftion, and apply its fucccflive progrels 
to the different Sefts that had fo profoundly me- 
ditated and conceived jt. 


CHAb^ 
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CHAP. XII. 

Application of the three Con/piracies to the French 
Revolution . 

While i have been unfolding the objedand 
means of fo many infidious plots, my reader has, 
no doubt, made frequent applications to fads that 
have taken place under his own eyes. He will 
have faid to himfelf, what can be this long chain 
of crime, deftrudion, and horror, with which 
the French Revolution has aftonilhed all Europe, 
but the confcquence of the* principles and plans 
of thefe confpiring Seds ! In darknefs they were 
conceived \ but in broad day are they executed. 
Such may be the fuccind hiftory of the Revolu- 
tion, now that thefe plots have been laid open. 
It is fo evidently demonftrated, that it would be 
A ufelefs labour to defcend to details ; we will 
alfo pafs over in our narrative thofe bloody fcenes 
which might rather ferve to tear open wounds 
fcarcely clofed, than convince my reader. I (hall, 
therefore, confider the French Revolution in its pre- 
-Jiminary fteps, and in its fucceffive attempts againft 
^Leligion, againft Monarchy, and againft Society 
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in general. But a curfory view of thefe attempts 
will fuffice for the molt complete demonftration. 

• A. 1 

Prelirai- Let us revert for a moment to, that, period 
paries of when the confpirators of every clafs were ftill 
l ur king in their hiding-places. The difciples of 
Monteiquieu and Jean Jatjues had fo early 9s 
177 1 declared that men could only regain their 
. primitive rights of Equality and Liberty , and the 
people their imprefcriptible right of legifl^tive 
fovereigniy i by means of a general afTembly of 
national deputies. At that time alfo the fophifti- 
cated adepts had pronounced, that the grand ob- 
llacle to thefe pretended rights was to be found in 
the diftinftions of the three eftates, the Clergy, 
the Nobility, and the third Eftate *. To obtain, 
therefore, the convocation of the States General, 
and to annihilate the diftinftion of the three 
Eftgtes, muft ncceflarily have been and really 
were the firft fteps of the Revolution. 

The deficit that Necker had left in the public 
treafury, the depredations and diforders of an age 
deftitute of morals (becaufe thefe Sophifters had 
transformed it into an age of impiety) had redu- 
ced a Monarch who Ihone forth unblemiftied in 
the midft of corruption, to fummon the Notables 
of his kingdom, that they might conliilt for the 
happinefs of his people, which feemed to be his 
only care. The tender, wilh that he has Ihown is 

f See Chap. IV. and VI, in Vol. II. of thefe Memoirs. 
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Immediately feized on by the confpirators, and 
ferves as a pretext for them to haften the convo- 
cation of that very afiembly where all their horrid 
plots are to be confummated. Whatever might 
have been the wifdom of the NetabUs, their plans 
are rejected beforehand. Philip of Orleans and 
his political committees are likewife eager for the 
convocation of the States General. Even the 
tribunes of the nation will rife in judgment againft, 
and difoufs the rights of their Sovereign. Fore- 
moft among the confpirators, Philip of Orleans is 
alfo fore m oft in aftion. For the firft time does 
he pretend to be zealous in the public caule ; and 
the firft aft of his zeal is to enter a proteft 
againft the difpofitions made by Lewis XVI. to 
provide for the wants of the ftate *. In thefe in- 
trigues againft his Sovereign, he combined with 
the different magiftrates who were then noted for 
their factious behaviour, fuch as Despremenil, at 
that rime infatuated with the vifions of the Martin- 
ifts and revolutionary principles j MoNSABERTand 
Sabatier de Cabres, the moft ardent enemies of 
the Court; and Freteau, who in the firft afiem- 
bljr was to become the worthy aflociate of the 
Conftitutionalift Camus.' Philip fo completely 
fnifleads this firft Parliament of the kingdom, that 
they at length give the example of a lawful and 
formal demand for the convocation of the States 

• See the Set ante Rtf alt for the Land and Stamp-Tax. 
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General. Lewis XVI. feeing the general ferment, 
hefitates ; Philip mitigates the people ; pays 
brigands and mobs are affembled in Paris. 
The King at length thinks proper to grant the 

convocation of the States General.— -That Seft 

\ 

which was headed by Orleans now only wants 
a Minifter who fhall direct the convocation ac- 
cording to the views of their confpiracy % and 
they turn their eyes on that very man who had 
hollowed out the abyfs, that Necker, whole per- 
fidious policy had been the ruin of the national 
treafury. He was the man of the ambitious cour- 
tiers, who led him toward the throne that they 
‘ themfelves might be drawn nearer to it ; the man 
fupported by the Princes de Beauveau and de Poix, 
by the Marefchal Caftries, by the Due D’Ayen, 
by Mefli s. Befcnval and Guibert ; the man of the 
confpiring courtiers, fuch as La Fayette and the 
Lameths, the man of the Sophifters of Impiety, 
whole plots had been contrived in his own houfe 
and at the hotel D’Holbach j the man, in fhort, 
whofe bull was to be carried in bloody and revo- 
lutionary triumph by the fide of that of his w-orthy 
co-operator Philip of Orleans. 

Lewis XVI. might have known this perfidious 
minilter; the whole plan of the confpiracy con- 
trived by Necker and his adepts of Philofophifm 
had been laid before the King ; but, alas ! he 
could not be made to believe that fuch wicked- 
nefs and hypocrify was to be found in man. The 

day 
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day came, however, when he forrowfuUy ex* 
claimed, fVhy did I not betievt it ? Eleven years ago 
was every thing foretold that novo befalls me. It 
was to Necker that he alluded; for during his 
fnrft miniftry, was that man and die plots con- 
trived in his houfe and at the hotel D’Holbach, 
formally denounced in a memorial prefented to 
Mr. de Maurtpas and to Lewis XVI. But Once 
that time, the Conipirators had founded all their 
trumpets to his fame, and celebrated the fuppoled 
virtues and talents of the Genevefe traitor. Over-? 
powered by fuch intrigue, the King was milled to 
think that this man would prove the Saviour of the 
jSatr, and he entrufted him with the convocation 
of the States General, He was preciiely the man 
to throw th£ whole of thefe dates into the hands 
of the confpirators*. He knew that their hopes 

were 

• I was not fufficiently acquainted with this man’s charac- 
ter, when I placed him on the fame line with Turgot and 
jtdalefherbes. — Let this artful and ambitious intriguer be 
judged by his own words : A hundred tboufand crowns for you 
if jo* will Make me Controller General — I am rich , hut cannot 
hoof of birth ; money then mujl fupply the defeft of ancejlry — If 
pne is pojfjfed of money , it is not to be fpared when it can ferve 
pne's ambition — You talk to me of the people : they may be ufeful 
to me, and 1 will make a tool of them ; they cannot hurt us / and 
I will play upon them , — As to religion, we mufi have one for 
ih t people ; but not their Chriftianity ; we will defray that . * • . 
Let Necker come to enquire on what occalions or to whom 
lie held this monltrous language, and I wUl begin by naming 

the 
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were in the multitude, and that the diftindion.o£ 
and voting by eftates, would prove an obftacle to 
their views againft the fovereign. He farther faw, 
that the fpirit of fedition predominated in the child 
eftate, that they were becoming the revolutionaiy 
organs of the confpirators j and, to enfure the ma- 
jority of votes to them, he doubled the number of 
the deputies to be fent by the third eftate. Con- 
fident in their numbers, they immediately declare 
themfelves, though alone, to conftitute the Na- 

the perfon who received the hundred thoufand crowns for 
.having procured him the poll of Crnitreller General j I will in 
the next place tell him, that he held fuch language to the 
Lady who had the courage to upbraid him with it to his face, 
and in the midil of all his glory ; to her whom he reproached 
with Ihedding tears over her murdered brother, while foe 
taxed him with his murder, becaufe he feared her brother 
would betray his fecret ; to that perfon who refufed to enroll 
herfclf in that cohort of flatterers that were to open the way 
for him, by thoufands of calumnious accufations, invented by 
himfelf and by his emiflaries, againft perfons holding ilations 
that he coveted for himielf or his adherents, and which his 
partizans forwarded to the unfortunate Lewis XVI. ; to that 
perfon through whofe medium he wifhed to perfuade the king 
that M, di Sartine had Helen twenty- two millions out of fifty- 
three entrufted to him, though the miniflcr needed only to be 
informed of the plot to fhow tiic falflty of the imputation 
in fine, to that perfon whom he courted as neceflary for his 
intrigues, who difeovered him to be a monflcr, and who laid 
open all his plots and iniquities to M. de Maurepas and Lewis 
XVI. Let him learn, that if his fecrct crimes are to have 4 
place in hiftory* the proofs of all thefc are not yet loll. 
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tional AjftmHj. In rain did the clergy and the 
nobility infift on that right (of far more confe* 
quence to the ftate than to themfelves) of deli- 
berating ieparately, and thus counterpoizing the 
deliberations that might have been too haftily en- 
tered upon or guided by pafiion, intereft, or the 
fiftious pretentions of party men. In vain did 
die clergy and nobility facrifice all exclufive pri- 
vileges or pecuniary advantages in taxation which 
they enjoyed, in hopes of preierving their rights 
in deliberation ; for the privilege that Necker * 
and the other confpirators aimed at, was that 
power of counteracting all refolutions detrimental 
to religion or monarchy. It was in vain that 
Lewis XVI. with the tendernefs rather of a father 
than of a king, made thole Sacrifices (which of 
themfelves might be called a revolution, fo much 
did they curtail his royal prerogative) in his De- 
claration of the 23d of June. But this was not 
the fpecies of revolution fought by the confpira- 
tors. The fophilters had determined, that, to 

* In order to fecond the views of her worthy father in 
this warfare on the diflinflion of eftates, while he was in- 
triguing at the palace, Madame de Stael was playing the 
fame port in Paris. She had eflabli fried at her houfe a fort 
of Office of Infcripticn. La Fayette and the Lameths would 
faring the traitors to her table ; and the names of thofe daf- 
tards, who would promife to abandon their Order and pafs 
over to the Third Eftate, were immediately inferibed on her 
lift. 


I 


make 
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make their Bquahty and Libert^ triutafflk.iWs^f \ 
neceflary to deliberate by pnfrui&d j 

eftotts i that the Nobility and CleigyAoriin^ 
confounded among the multij«ter-and thbifbl -i 
majority, when deliberating'by Oftattfc.'dMKfili • 
prove a minority when tmind with ;the- |pdit ' 

. numbers of the third eftate.. Lewis XVL.edMI ' 
that in virtue of the antieat confthutkm.o^ht 
. kingdom* the antient form of debberaong hy 
k x eftates ihould be preierved 5 but his orikn J ail • 
Vain } die confpirators proteft againft themti that 
prefident, Baillt, calls' them to a te 4 nn-cofa&' 
and there they fwcar to impofe a conftftutmrdf ' 
France congenial to their views. They immcdb - 
ately fet their brigands in motion; the venerable ■ 
Archbifhop of Paris is nearly (toned to ; death; 
the life of the Monarch is threatened; the find 
union of the three eftates at length takes place, 
which fubjefts the two firft eftates to the will of 
the multitude ; for the confpirators were certain 
of the fiipport of all thofe apoftates and daftanb • 
who by their intrigues had been returned amonfj 
the deputies of the Nobility and Clergy, becaufe 
Necker had doubled the number of the deputies 
of the third eftate, to enlure the majority of d* 
votes in favour of the decrees which the ptW 
were to propofe. He had organized the St^ tfsr 
general according to the views and wifhes of 
fophifters ; he may, it is true, whimper and 

o ^ cr 
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over the difafters and crimes of the Revolution i 
but the hand of time fhall engrave on his tomb, 
that be was the grand agent of them all. 

Having no farther oppolidon to fear, and cer- 
tain of palling whatever decrees they chofe, thele 
conlpirators proceed to declare themlelves a Na- 
tional AJftmbly. They arrogate to themielves the 
right of making and of pronouncing the law* 
The fecrets of the Lodges conftitute the bafis oT 
the Revolution under the title of the Rights of 
Mom. The firft article declares man to be equal and 
free ; that the principle of all fovereignty ejfentially 
refides in the people ; and that law is nothing more 
than the exprejfton of the general will.. Such had 
been for nearly half a century the doctrines of 
Argenfon, Montefquieu, Rondeau, and Voltaire. 
Thcfe principles of pride and revolt had long 
fince been the ground-work of the myfteries of 
every dafs of Sophifter, Occult Mafon, or Illu- 
minee ; and now they decorate the title-page of 
the revolutionary code. 

This equal, free, fovereign, and legiflative peo- 
ple, may will that their religion fhould be pre- 
ierved in all its integrity } and that its monarch 
ihould be entrufted with the • neceflary power to 
.crulh fedirion and rebellion. Veneration for the 
altar and affettion for their prince ftill glowed in 
the heart of the French. But the confpirators 
wanted an armed force, drawn from the body of 
8 that 



4oo 


ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY i 


that fame people, docile, and fubfervient to the 
views of the Seft, and that would oppofe the wiH 
of the people whenever it did not coincide with 
theirs. This force was entirely to overpower the 
army of the fovereign. Every thing had been fore- 
feen ; for the fophifters had long fince faid, <c Oh 
cc that we could but once get rid of thefe foreign 
ct military hirelings ! An army of natives might 
“ be gained to the fide of Liberty, at leaft a part 
“ of them ; but foreign troops are kept on foot 
cc for this very reafbnV* Their army of natives 
is immediately formed, and it is again from the 
dark receffes of Mafonry that the fignal is given. 

• See the letter attributed to Montefquieu. — In Vol. II. 
page 94, on the teftimony of the Abbe Pointe, I quoted a 
letter attributed to Montefquieu by an Englilh journalift, bat 
could not name the paper. It has fince been difeovered in 
the Courier , or Evening Gazette , of Auguft 4, 1795 . It is there 
faid that Montefquieu wrote it, a few years before his death, 
to a prefident of one of the Parliaments of France. I could 
wifh to have feen the perfon named to whom it was written, 
or in whofe poffeflion it is at prefent, for it is of a complexion 
to change our ideas very much as to the moderation of that 
writer. It would immediately dafs him among the confpiring 
fophifters ; and, to pafs fuch a fentence on this author, the 
cleared proofs ihould be required. But it appears, whoever 
was the author of that letter, that he was far advanced in the 
plots of the Se&, for he very accurately deferibes the conduA 
of the Jacobins with refpe& to the foreign troops in the French 
fervice ; neither does he appear to be ignorant of the plan for 
feparating Ireland from England, 


That 
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rhat lame Savalette de Lange who preiided over 
he fecret committee of the Amis reunis , and over 
the correfpondence, appeared before the Munici- 
pality of Paris, and fpoke to the following effed. 

* Gentlemen > I am a Corporal. Here are Citizens 

* to whom I have taught the ufe of arms, that 

* they might defend the country. I did not cre- 

* ate myfelf a major or a general, we are all equal, 
f I am limply a Corporal ; but I alfo gave the 

* example; command that every citizen fhould 
r follow it. — Let the nation take arms, and Li- 

* berty will be invincible.” Savalette, in pro- 
touncing this difcourfe, prefented feven or eight 
irigands accoutred as foldiers. The fight of thefe 
ew men, and the repeated cries of Let us Jave the 
Ttion ! excited enthufiafm : an immenie mob fur- 
unded the town-hall, and Savalette’s motion was 
tantaneoufly decreed. The very next day the 
rifian army is fet on foot, and millions are 
Tied into Native Battalions throughout the em- 

*. They are the fwom agents of the confpi- 

rators ; 

dany authors have fallen into an error with refpeft to 
l formation of the National Guards ; and they ground 
Tertions on a refolution of the Committee of Electors, 
m the town-hall to all the Se&ions of Paris, ordering 
ation of this guard, and ligned Flejfcllcs, T aflin, De Leu- 
:het, the Marquis de la Salle { but it is a certain fad, 
in the knowledge of every body, ill. That this Na- 
ard was formed only two days after the taking of 
V. Dd the 
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raters; and it is now time that the unfortunate 
Lewis XVI. fhould feel their power. He had 
driven from his perfoh the treacherous Necker; 
but the Seft frill wanted his fervices, and it forces 
the Monarch to recal him. The King hefitates 
at fan&ioning the Rights of Man, and the force 
of the people is immediately put in adtion. 

In fupport of thefe rights, all the confpiraters 
combine ; and it is agreed, that immediately on 
his return, Necker fhall ftarve the people into re- 
bellion ; that the brethren fhall collet all the 
harpies of the fuburbs to go and demand bread 
of Lewis XVI.; that Bailly and his aflefiors, feated 
at the Municipality, fhall order the legions of na- 
tives to follow and fupport them ; that La Fayette 
at the head of thefe legions fhould march to Ver- 
failles, that he fhould furround Lewis XVL with 
thefe bands under pretence of watching for his 


the Baftille ; and 2dly, That Mr. Fleflelles was murdered on 
the day of the taking of the Baftille. But a fa& little known 
is, that the minutes of this refolution, as alfo the minutes o£ 
all the tranfaftions that took place at the town-hall during 
the firli year of the revolution, were not compiled, till tb^^ 
fecond year, by a man of the name of Perrier, and by th^^ 
orders of La Fayette, who, notwithftanding many obferva — 
tions made on the fubjett, would not allow any change to be - ^ 
made in what had been inferted by his orders, and would 
have been particularly grieved to fee the real origin of that 
National Guard made public, in the command of which he 
fo much gloried. 
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fofety, and then retire to fleep. Mirabeau, Petion, 
and Chape llicr, Montefquieu and Duport, Charles 
Lameth and Laclos, Sillery and D’Aiguillon, will 
then inform the A (Terribly that viSHms muft be 
thrown to the people *, and they avail themfelves 
of die darknefs of the night to inflame the popu- 
lace and excite the foldiery. Their hearts were 
already as hideous as the furies ; they now aflume 
their coftume, to lead their harpies on to the com- 
miffion of crime f. D’Orieans will ply his mon- 
fters with the beverage of rage and frenzy, and 
wifl point out the Queen as the firft viftitn to be 
immolated. Syeyes, Gregoire, and a multitude 
of other confpirators, (land fpedators of the con- 
left } but, ihould the monarch foil in the affray, 
they will tender the crown to Orleans, a? they 
may be certain of parcelling out its prerogative 
according to their Equality and Liberty. Necker 
ablconds, but his virtuous Jpoufe , decorated with 
her nofegays, and accompanied by her infeparable 
companion the Marefchale de Beauveau, will ap- 
pear in the galleries of Verfailles, in the midft of 
the carnage, and virtuoufly exclaim. Let the good 
people ally there is no danger : and in fad (he had 
none to fear ; (he had already written to her bro- 

* See the Sitting of the jth O&ober, 1789. 

f See the juridical depofition of witnefies, 157, aa 6, 130, 
a>d 373. 

D d 2 ther 
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ther Germani , “ Patience j every thing will gp well-, 
we can neither /peak nor write *. 

The night from the 5th to the 6th of October re- 
veals the iecrets which this worthy confidant dared 
not write. Hiftory needs not our labours to paint 
the horrors of that awful night; they are deferibed 
in the juridical depofitions taken by the magiftrate* 
at the Chatelet. Orleans loft courage at the fight 
of a few faithful Life-guards, the only adherents of 
the King that La Fayette had permitted to remain 
near his perfon ; and never was a more heroic 
phalanx formed than by thefe brave men round 
their royal mafter and his confort. Though their 
courage was appalled by the orders of their fo- 
1 vereign, they were ftill prodigal of their own 
blood ; they refilled a foreft of pikes f, and Or- 
leans 


• Sec her letter of the 5 th Qftober, 1789. 
f The 6th of Odlober 1789 was the laft day of the Erench 
Monarchy. — Should it ever rife again, let a monument be 
ere&ed in memory of thofe brave Knights who would hav^ 
fo glorioufly contributed to fave it^ had not their coura^^ 
been chained down by the commands of their King. Ma^i0 
their names be at leaft preferved by the hiftorian! I coul^^ 
wilh to infert the names of the fixty heroes who fo well dc — 
ferved the appellation of Life-guards on this awful occafion^* 
but I have only been able to obtain the following ; 

OFFICERS. VI comte de Sefmaifons 

Duke de Guiche, Captain Comte de Mauleon 

Maiquis de Savonnierc, Cbtf dt B r ‘:gade Chev. Dampierre 

V.. unite D'Agoulx — — Su Georg* 


tin 
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» could not confummate his premeditated 
me. Day-light arrives to expofe the horrors 
this night i the brigands, his inftruments, are 
i to blufli, and the National Guards at length 
eflt that they are Frenchmen. They emit no 
er wilh than to fee Lewis XVI. living in the 
Ift of them at Paris in the palace of his fore- 
ters. The unfortunate monarch knows not 
| it men had profited of the natural efiufions 
loyalty of his people to make them emit this 
b. He thought that he was cntrufting himfelf 
’he affections of his people, when he was only 
qpng the dictates of the confpirators. He 
ms not that it is the laft fhift of the confpi- 
ws, that the crimes of this horrid night might 
be entirely fruitlefs. The great difficulty they 
found in making the monarch fanCtion the 
f of man made them perceive that they 
l frequently (land in need of the fame bri- 
to force his acquiefcence to thofe future 
s which were to be grounded on them, 
decrees that were in fucceflion to annihi- 


GUARDS. 

’ Berard, two Brothers 
iuiiliers 

■ Varicourt, killed 
utes, kills d 
>mandre 
»aire 

i 

Ton 

ranchade 


Chev. de Du ret 

— de Valory 
Comte de Mouthier 
— — Bemady 

Meflrs. Hotric, three Brothers 
Meflrs. MaJderet, three Brothers 
Chev. Renaldy 

— de Lamotte 
» 1 de Montaut 

— de Puget 
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late religion and monarchy were to be enforced 
by an infurredtion, and the pikes and lantern-pofts 
were to be in perpetual requifition, to conftrain 
the votes, to intimidate the monarch, and difcard 
all reclamation. In future a captive in Paris, 
Lewis X.VI. will be perpetually menaced by the 
brigands ilTuing from the fuburbs or from die 
quarries, and paid by Necker and Orleans. La 
Fayette will proclaim, that infurreHHon is a mojt 
Jacred duty , and infurredtion will become the Hand- 
ing order of the day ; Mirabeau, Barnave, Cha- 
pellier, will point out theobjedl and fix the hour; 
orders will be fent from their antichambers to the 
Jacobins and the fuburbs, and daily at the hour 
fixed will the King, the Clergy, the Nobility, and 
all who may oppofe the decrees in debate, find 
themfelves furrounded by a mob that will hoot or 
adt exadly according to the inftrudtions given by 
the confpirators *. 

• • Some of the brigands who were in conllant pay for 
the purpofe of thefe infurre&ions were retiring home be* 
tween ten and eleven at night, and I heard them take leave 
of each other in the following terms : “ It has gone on pret- 
“ ty well to-day ; good bye ; we lhall expeft you to-morrow 
“ — What, to-morrow ? at what o’clock ? — at the opening 
“ of the affembly. Where do we go for orders ? To Mir 1 * 
“ beau’s, Chapcllier’s, or Barnave’s, as ufual.” I own, 
that till I was prefent at this difeourfe I never could believe 
that thofe legiilators had daily interviews with thefe brigand* 
to fix the hour and object of fuch infurre&ion*. 


Though 
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Though they reaped do. farther benefit from 
all the horrid deeds of the fifth and fixth of Octo- 
ber, yet the confpirators knew but too well how 
tp appreciate their fuccefies. Madame Necker 
writes again to her brother Gerrpani : “ We are 
** content} every thing went on well. The arif- 
“ tocracy would have had the uppermoft, and 
4 *. we were obliged to make ufe of the rabble V* 

Here terminate what may be called the prelimi- 
naries of the revolution. Necker had moulded 
die National AfTembly according to the views of 
the Seft, and had eftablilhed it in the town that 
waa judged moft proper for enabling him to work 
the premeditated revolution. W e next proceed to 
the plan traced by the Sophifters for crujbing the 
pretended wretch ; and here begins the war waged 
againfl the God of Chriftianity. 

To deftroy religious orders i to deprive the i„ ^ d e . 
minifters of the church of their fubfiftence under cr ^^ a * 
pretence of the wants of the fate filently to fap the fi^on ** 
edifice, then to employ J> uperior force , and at length 
to call in the Herculefes and the Belleropbons j fuch 
(it has been fhown) were the means combined by 
the Sophifters to overturn and annihilate the altars 
of Chriftianity. To fubftitute the worlhip of the 
great architect of the univerfe to that of Chrift ; 
the light of the lodges to the doftrines of the 


• Let. 8th of Oft. 

Dd 4 
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golj&lj the god of theirpictended fVi^SN t^ te^ 
god df revelation j Rich were the moft moditthlife- 
of the rnyfteries of the occult Lodges of Mafofptb 
ry. To invent and fubftittite new religtow into 
plaCe of Chriftianity, and to impede them mihf! 
people till every religious principle could be aafi*' 
cated : in the name of Equality and Liberty* 
render themlelves powerful and flnmdaMei theniif 
tie the bands, Jkljugate, and /mother Hi the gerat^ 1 
every thing that could counteract -the empire 
impiety and atheifin j fuch were the views ami 
plots of the Epopt, Regent , and Magus of lfluml*- 
nifm. This code and their oaths have 'been * Jrfi- 
open to our readers ; and of all thefc horrid pM# 
what particle has the revolution left income 
plete ? ' ' 

Religious vows were immediately fufpended and 
foon abolifhed j the clergy were pillaged of their 
property, and all the pofleffions of the church were 
converted into a fund for the fecurity of the aflig- 
nats ; the facred veflels were ftolen and prophanedi 
the churches’ were not only robbed of their gold 
and filver, but the very brals and metal of the bells 
were carried away*. All this however is but a firfr 
effay of that war which the revolution is to wage 
againft the Church. Still had the Church pie-* 

• Decrees of October 25, Nov. 2 , Dec. 19, 1789} and 
Feb. 13, 1790. 
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ferved its faith, its real treafure, pure and untar- 
nifhed ; but it is at that very treafure that Mira- 
beau will aim his blows. He declared, that if 
the Catholic religion were not deftroyed in France, 
the revolution could never be confolidated. Im- 
mediately after this decifion a code is formed for 
the clergy, of a long fuite of decrees, and it is 
ftyled the civil conftitution of the clergy. But it 
was merely a conftitution of fchifm and apoftacy. 
This was no more than the firft religion, invented 
as the ftepping-ftone that ' ould lead the people to 
a nullity of all religion. Grounded on the princi- 
ples of Revolutionary Equality and Liberty, it con- 
ftitutes the people fovereigns in the fanftuary, juft 
asthofe fame principles had conftituted themfove- 
reigns around the throne $ it endows the people 
with rights that the gofpel has referved to the 
miniftry j it was no more than a repetition of thofe 
errors of Camus, of the apoftate of Ypres, and of 
the fchifm of Utrecht, long fince anathematized. 
Notwithftanding the difguife it had affumed, the 
clergy of France foon difcovered its real tendency, 
and at the peril of their lives they refufed to take 
the oath of apoftafy. The faithful paftprs were 
expelled from their fees and churches, perfecuted, 
calumniated, and reviled in the grofleft manner ; « 
for the legiflating committee had faid to the peo- 
ple, Dare every thing agairtf the clergy ; you Jball 
l>c fupported. Soon is the national worfhip con- 

8 verted 
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by the 
fecond 
aflcmbly 


verted into that of perjury and intrufion, for the 
true priefts of Chrift are driven from his altars ; 
at Nifmes and Avignon they are Slaughtered j and 
the man who had fworn to crujk Chrift and Us 
altars, who had declared his gofpel to be a gofpcl 
of Haves, together with him who had begun die 
revolution by declaring that France muft be Mf- 
catboUzed ( decatholijee ) are carried in triumph to 
one of the moft magnificent temples of the Lord, 
now converted into a den of thieves, into the 
pantheon of the gods of the revolution, in Short 
into the burial place of a Voltaire, a Jean Jaques 
Roufleau, or a Mirabeau *. Such were the labors 
of the firft revolutionary legiflators. 

A new let of legiflators fucceed to the firft, and 
profecute fimilar plots againft the priefthood. New 
oaths are decreed, which fliow in a frill clearer 
light that apoftafy is their objedt. The conftancy 
of the clergy exafperates them. The apoftates 
reprefent their brethren as refra&ory to the laws, 
and decrees of banilhment are palled againft thofe 
who would not fwear to their abominations f. Buft 
thefe decrees are only a fignal given for the bri- 
gands to execute that which thefe confpiring le — 
giflators dared not publicly ordain. Their muni — 

* See the fittings of Apr. io, Aug. 24, 1790 ; and Jan. 4^ 
Apr. 4, May 30, Aug. 27, 1791. 

f Decrees Nov. 29, 1791, and Apr. 6 , May 26, Aug. » 6 , 4 
*792. 

5 cipalifies 
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deities food taken the precaution to flow into 
different churches vaft numbers of thefe valiant 
confefTors of their faith, thefe clergy who were to 
be btnifhed. The brigands are then let loofe, 
armed with pikes and hatchets, and die Herctdefes 
and BeUtropbons of the bloody September make 
Cheir appearance ; this is alio the day on which 
thole avengers of Abiram come forward, thofe 
men who in the occult lodges had been taught to 
Itrike the victims, to tear out the heart, and bear 
away in triumph the heads of thofe profcribed per- 
iods ftyled prophane. When the hiftorian fhall 
proceed to paint die horrors of thofe bloody days, 
let him not forget die oaths of the Knights Ka- 
ebfeb) and at whom they were aimed. Let him 
follow into the Lodges thofe brigands that Philip 
of Orleans had initiated, and his aftonifbment will 
be greatly abated at the fight of fo many pontifs 
and priefts immolated on the fame day, to the ha- 
tred of the adepts and to the manes of their pre- 
mier chief*. 

Contrary 

* I am ferry to fay it, bat it is a fed that cannot be 
bidden ; honed mafona will diudder at it, but they muft be 
informed of what monfters have iiTued from their Lodges. 
Daring the whole of the riots, whether at the Town-hall or 
at the Cannes, the real figns for rallying and fraternizing 
with the brigands were mafonic. During the time of the 
hatchery the murderers offered the mafonic grip to the dand- 
tn-by, and fraternized with or drove them off according as 

they 
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Contrary to the cspe&ations of tbe rnrifpinT 
tors, the people of the provinces !iriuftd toiaii? 
late the brigands of Paris i and thin lid uholn 
hecatombs of vidims efcape the fate tipwfeicfe 
they had been devoted. It was in vain * 

municipality of Paris invited all Frate* vi-.ftriit.iBl 
fafcty in the death of io many priefts; aUedgedtftl 
be refractory *. In vain did Lafittnand the either 
commiflhries of die confpiring legiQator* range 
throughout the towns and the country declaring 
that the true fpirit of the decrees meant the' death 
and not the bani/hment of theft prkftsj the pee* 
pie were not yet ripe for fuch atrocities. lit wastes?, 
ccudoners that were wanting to the coofpKattifb 
and not the good will of the ftcond aftembly f hat 

they anfwered or mifapprehended its Imyfelf law a man of 
the lowed rabble who explained to me how they had offered 
him their hands, and that not knowing how to anfwer the 
grip he was driven away with contempt, while others who 
were not Grangers to the fcience were admitted in the midft 
of the carnage, with a (mile. I am even acquainted with a 
clergyman, who by means of the figns of Mafonry elkaped 
from the brigands at the Town-hall. It is true, that had he 
not been difguifed, his fcience would have been bnt of little 
avail ; for no fooner were thofe fame brigands informed that 
he was an ecclefiaftic, than they purfued him. Neither could 
the fcience be of any fervice to the aridocratic brethren ; and 
this preclufion will fuiEce to demondrate to the ecdefiaftic 
and aridocratic members, that they were' but the mere dupei 
of the occult Lodges of the fraternity. 

• The addrefs of the 3d of Sept. 1 792, 


it 
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ft is alfo true, that from that inftant they no longer 
had it in their power to confummate that which the 
firlt aflembly had begun. .The former legiflators 
had ruined and driven the clergy from the altar ; 
the latter had made a hecatomb of them ; and it 
•was in vociferating curfes on thofe who fled to 
•other nations, that they beheld them baffling their 
rage, and fubmitting to exile rather than deny the 
feith of their divine matter. 

Hitherto, however, different pretences had by the 
'concealed the real motives of their perfecutions 
againft the paftors of the church. The Roman 
Catholics, indeed, could no longer exercife their 
religioh in France ; but the conftitutional intruders 
and the difciples of Luther and Calvin ftill con- 
tinued to pronounce the name of Chrift 'in their 
temples. The third aflembly now throws off the 
matte. The Hierophants of Illuminifm had de- 
clared in their myfteries, that a day would come 
when rea/M would be the foie code of man. The 
adept Hebert appears with this code, and 
France recognifes no other worfhip but that of 
reafon. It is at once the religion of the Sophifter, 
whole reafon tells him that thfere is a God, as well 
as of him whofc reafon tells him that there is no 
God ; it is the religion of the Sophifter adoring , 
himfelf, his own reafon, or his fuppoled wildom ; 
as it is that of the vain mortal in delirium > never- 

thelefs. 
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thelefs, this is the only worflup tolerated by the 
Jacobin equal and free. The wanton devotees of 
Venus appear ; one is immediately let up on the 
altar and adored as the Goddefs of Realbn s and 
the fumes of incenfe no longer rife but in her 
worfhip. The infatiable Guillotine will now devour 
whatever part of the clergy had hitherto efcapcd. 
The time is now come for ftifling in tbe germ every 
thing that can recal to mind the gofpel, the God 
of Chriftians, his feafts, or thofe of his faints. 
They are now proferibed, and are no longer to be 
feen on the calendars publiihed for the people ; 
thus affimilating them to thofe that had long fince 
been in ufe with the Seft. The very order of the 
weeks, the months, the year, is overturned. The 
great day of the Lord, the Sunday, is abolilhcd^ 
for it recalled to the minds of the people the ex- 
iftcnce of a God and of a Creator; but left the 
people fhould ftill fear the power of an avenging 
God after death, they will read engraved on the 
tombs of their forefathers, and on thofe even into 
which they are to defeend themfelvcs, that death is • 
only an eternal fleep-, and this was one of the grand 
myfteries. The few priefts who remained, and 
who ftill adored an avenging God and a Creator, 
were either to abjure the very charafter of the an- 
cient priefthood, or perilh, flowed up in loathlome 
dungeons, beneath the fatal axe of the guillotine. 


or 
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or immerfed in the waters of the Loire or of the 
ocean. Such was the reign of the confpirators 
Hebert and Robefpierre. 

The tyrants quarrel among themfelves and de- 
vour each other ; and even the revolution may be 
laid tO'have its revolutions. Impiety for a time 
afliunes a different fhape, but does not relent in 
its perforation againft the gofpel and the prieft- 
hood. One might have been tempted to think 
that it was returning on its own fbotfteps, for the 
people would ftill adore a God, notwithftanding 
this new reign of Rea/on ; and Robefpierre allows 
them, for a time, a Jupreme being. Next comes 
RsvrillsrE'Lepaux with his 7 ‘beopbilantbropic 
worfhip. This was the fourth religion invented 
by the SeCt. It is another tyrant of Ifracl erect- 
ing a golden calf, to hinder the people from ado- 
ring the true God. It is the Magi of Uluminifm 
inventing religion after religion and god after god, 
in hopes of dilgufting the people with every idea 
of a god. They, indeed, allow this unfortunate 
people to pronounce his name again ; but let us 
proceed to this Tbeopbilantbropic meeting. There 
every perfon who ftill believes in God is treated as 
% man imbued with vulgar prejudices, as a fool or 
a madman. There they make no farther my fiery 
of their defigns, that if ever they can infufe their 
philofophic fpirit into the people, all this new 

worfhip 
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Worfhip (hall be banifhed as was the former** 
It is always the worfhip of cunning and impious 
rage againft the priefthood of the Lord. The 
Sedt appears for a time to have caft afide the in- 
ftruments of death j but it is only to condemn its 
vidtims to a more flow and cruel end. It never 
ceafes to proclaim its oaths of Equality and Li- 
berty fj thole two blejfings of the revolution , how- 
ever, can only be acquired for the priefthood by 
perjury and apoftafy. But wo be to thofe who 
refute it ; in vain does the citizen offer them an 
afylum in his houfe, domiciliary vilits will foon 
difcover them. Do they retire into the forefts* 
into caverns, they are hunted down and banHhed 
to the wildernefles of Guyana ; and pilots more 
to be feared than the tempeft are fent fo convey 
them. 

Thus do all the different plots of the Sophifters 
of Impiety, which had been fo long a time con- 
triving in darknefs, burft forth into broad day- 
light, the objedt of their myfteries is aceomplilh- 
ed ; that wifh, that oath of crujhing Cbrift and his 
religion, with its minifters, is confummated. But 
the reader has not forgotten, that the Sophiftei* 
of Rebellion coalefced with thofe of Impiety* 

• This is the exaft ftatement of an account that I recei^ 
from a gentleman who procured initiation into the myftcrtf 5 
of the prefent Tbecpbilantbropijls of Paris. 

f Decree Jan. 10, 1706, 

T u The 
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The adepts had alfo fwom to cruih the monarch 
and his throne •, here again my reader muft have 
gpt the (but of me, and will immediately lay, 

“ but the revolution has alfo confumrnated their 
* c plots againft the throne, as it has thole againft 
** Chrift and his altars.’* 

Here again muft the hiftorian wade through In 
fcenes of blood and horror, and his light will be againft 
blafted by the moft atrocious crimes. If he has ® onar ‘ 
the ftrength and patience he may enumerate them j 
but, at the fame time, let him never lofe light of 
rite Sedt that has foftered them. Let him follow 
its progrefs j agents may vary, confpirators may 
iucoeed each other in the legiftatlvfc-hall, but they 
will all proceed from one common den wherein 
the adepts had contrived their plots.' The thread 
of this horrid cataftrophe will always be the fame, 
though held in fucceffion by different hands. Equa- 
lity and Liberty will always be the principle, and 
the confequsnces will always ftrike at the monarch 
and monarchy, as they have done againft Chrift 
and his religion. In this revolution of Equality 
and Liberty, crimes againft the church and crimes 
againft the ftate are entwined together j to-day 
the church, to-morrow the fovereigh, the day 
after proprietors are attacked ; and this continues 
in a long concatenation which always takes its rile, 
as from its centre, in the club of the Jacobins, in 
the reunion of every lpecies of confpiring adept. 

Vol.IV. Ee Their 
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Their firft confpiring kgiflators, fuch as Mirabeatf, 
Syeyes, Barnave, Orleans, La Fayette, Lameth, 
Chabroud, Gregoire, Petion, Bailly, Rabaud, 
Chapellier, and all the deputies of the Mountain, 
habitually pafs from the tribune of the Jacobins 
to that of the manege. There a firft conftitytion 
was prepared, that was to overwhelm the thrbne 
as it had done the altar j that was to weaken Louis 
XVI. and ftrip him not only of his authority, but 
alto of the affeftion of. bis fubjedts ; that was to 
take from him the command of the army, and 
deprive him of the fupport of his nobility j . that 
was, in Ihort, to rob him daily of fbme part of that 
authority which Conftitutes the monarch. Two 
years were l]>tnc in diffeminating calumnies, in 
flirring-up the people, or in palling decrees as de- 
rogatory to royalty as they were injurious to re- 
ligion. This legiflative rout had formed a code 
of laws againft the church, that was to leave but 
the name of religion to the French nation ; from 
the fame clamorous multitude are i filled laws 
againft monarchy, that reduced the unfortunate 
Lewis XVI. to a mere cypher ; a captive in his 
palace, furrounded by brigands, he is forced, a s 
the clergy had been, to fan&ion thole very decrees- 
that defpoiled him s the clergy had pleaded the^ 
duties of the priefthood in oppofition to the dc — 
crees ; the king fers forth the duties of the mo- 
narch i he claims, as they had done, his liberty, 

and 
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arid for a moment thinks he has obtained it b f his 
flight to Varennes. But the traitor* La Fayette 

foon 

* Left public documents (bould not be fufficiently expla- 
natory of the conduit of La Fayette on this occafidn, and as 
federal perfbns hare wished to perfuade the public that he 
Was perfc G&y ignorant of the intended flight df the king, t 
here publifh a true ftatement of fells. A German woman, 
tnarried to a Frenchman of the name of Rocbercuil, was em- 
ployed in the queen’s fervice under the title of Porti ebaife 
This woman had fhown fo much indignation, and 
had weptfo bitterly oit the 5 th and 6th of Oltober, that the 
fan, afteded at feeing fuch proofs of attachment in this 
Woman# eatrufted her with the care of preparing her broth* 
Rad lodged her in a room on the ground-floor of her own 
apartment, which communicated to the apartment that had 
been occupied by the Duke of Villequier. In the beginning 
of June the queen, who began to prepare for her intended 
ttafion, lodged this Mrs. Rochereuil in another room. She 
immediately harboured fufpicions of fome intended plan, and 
Watched the king and queen. The great confidence they 
both had in her gave her the opportunity of knowing the 
whole fcheme of the king’s flight. On the 10th of June (he 
informed MeiTrs. La Fayette and Gouvion of what (he had 
obferved, and lodged an information at the Comitt dei Re - 
tbercbes of the National Aflembly. She had eleven confer- 
ences with them in the fpace of nine days. In coxifequence 
of thefe denunciations, M. de la Fayette charged thirteen 
officers on whom he could depend, to patrol# every night 
Within the interior of the Thuilleries, but with fecret orders 
to favor the *vafton. His orders had been given in a funilar 
iranner along the road. Drouct had been inftru&ed in tte 
part he Was to all. The remaining part of that fatal journey 
to Varennes, and th: arreftation of the king, may be all 
£ e z eafily 
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fembly j. 


iooiv- dUpclIcd the Ulu^ougb *ndoaly pg rreitteti 
him to onjoy it forsft.inftwit, tint be 
lill royal matter back to the capital expofed to 
every outrage* there to keep, him a elder prifcqer. 
Levis,, a prifoner, at Jcogth^fiui^ions this coqffe ' 
(prion of EqualLty and Liberty} he ftill. bcxrMfes 
title of kin$ when a new' band of ruffian* <*r 
kgi dative adepts make their appearance to filfd 
tlie fecond National Aflemtrty. . . T * 

V The fecond affembly find Lewis a captivt i^ 
^tis palacc i and they proceed inthe wicked 
jeer of their predecefibn. J ..i Bach fitting gave 
birth to new decrees more and more derogaeOfry t© 
the authority 'of the monarch; daily were Sfit 

cifiljr conceived, excepting that exbeft' of infolence 7 dm 
which La Payette nfed hU viftory, and die outrages he tap- 
ed on the unfortunate Lewis, when dragging him back to-hi* 
prifon of the Thuilleries. 

Another anecdote that may furprize the reader is, that 
when the queen had been informed of the treacherous be* 
haviour of this woman, Rochereuil, and had difinifled the 
traitor from her fervice, this wretch had the infolence to 
prefent a memorial, that a deputy had penned for her, to the 
queen, requeuing that foe might be admitted again into her 
fervice, and dating that in her opinion foe could not have 
given her majefty a greater proof of her gratitude and fideli- 
ty than by depriving her of the pofiibility of hearkening to 
the evil councils of the royalifts, — The queen gave the me- 
morial to Mr. Pritur , the hiftoriographer of France for the 
foreign department. The denunciation of this woman is 
carefully preferved in what are ftyled the National Archives. 

people 
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people ftirred up to infurre&ion againft the altar 
and the throne. At length the day drew near 
when both were to fall beneath their blows. 
The long lift of clergy that were to be immolated 
had been already formed by the Jacobin munici- 
pality, and the Jacobin legiflators furround the 
palace of Lewis with legions of brigands. He is 
reduced to feek an afylum in the midft of that 
very affembly that had fent this mob of mifcieants 
againft him ; they pronounce his fufpeniion, as 
according to the new forms they would have en- 
croached on the fovereignty of the people in pro- 
nouncing the abolition of royalty; but left he 
ihould miftake the nature of his crime, they pro- 
claim the new era and the new oath of Equality 
and Liberty , both of which are to date from this 
day. They then decree the convocation of a 
new affembly which is to pronounce definitively 
on the fate of the monarch. All thefe decrees 
are paffed in his prefence ; for they had barba- 
roufly fhut up him and his family in a tribune 
appropriated to the writers of a Newfpaper, left he 
ihould lofe a Angle word of the outrages and ca- 
lumnies vented againft his perfon, or of the laws 
pronounced for the annihilation of the throne. 
But his death had been already refolved ; mean- 
while he is fent to the towers of the Temple to 
await his cruel dcftiny.* 

• Sittings of Aug. 10, u, and is, 1792. 

K C 3 I ihould 
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Conspira- 
cy of the 
10th of 
AuguA. 


I fbould be little inclined to infill on the Atroci- 
ous feats that fignalized thefe horrid triumphs,of 
the fccond aflembly, or on the arts employed to 
prepare them, were it not that the true thread of 
fuch a multitude of crimes has not been properly 
difcovered. The whole was contrived by Brifiot. 
The Se&, it is true, furnifhed him with agents, 
but he was conftantly the chief of the confpiracy 
of the 10th of Auguft. During a whole year he 
was employed in preparing it j he had conceived 
it even before he was named a legiflator. Initiated 
in all the myfteries of Holbach’s club, and even 
contending' with Condorcet for the precedency/ 
among the Voltairian Sophifters, no fooner was 
he deputed to the grand aflembly, than he thotght 
himfelf called to fulfil the decree which he had 
long fince pronounced. That the Jceptre of the 
Bourbons jhotdd be Jbivered , and France be trans- 
formed into a republic *. Scarcely was he feated 

among 


+ Lewis XVI. was but a child when Sir Horace Wal- 
pole, (fince Lord Or ford,) after a fhort flay at Paris, wrote 
the following letter to Marefchal Conway on the views and 
plans of the Sophifters. It is dated 0 &. 28, 1765. 

** The Dauphin (Father to Lewis XVI.) wifi probably 
“ hold out very few days. His death, that is, the near prof* 
rt pedt of it, fills the Pbilo/opbers with the greateft joy, as it 
was feared he would endeavour the reftoration of the Jefu- 
“ its. You will think the fentiments of tbt Pbilofopbers raj 
“ odd /a/e-news— But do you know vrhptbi PMoJkfbtrs are, 

. M 0f 
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Among theft new legiflators when he caft his eyes 
•round him in quell of adepts who might co- 
operate in hurling from his throne that unfortunate 
monarch whofe power the preceding afiembly had 
reduced to a mere phantom. He foon perceived 
that lame hatred to royalty raging in the breafts 
of a Petion. a Bu&Qt, a Vergniaua, a Gaudet, a 
Genfonne, or a Lou vet, and to them he opened 
his plans. 

According to the plan contrived by the con- 
spirators, we (hall fee that France was in the firft 
place to be inundated with journals, all ftimulating 
the people to complete the grand work of their 

^ or vtatthe term meant hare / la the £r& place, it com. 
44 prebends almoft every body j and in the next mqa j»s .men, 
“ who, avowing war againft popery, aim, many of them, 
44 at a fub'verfion of all religion , and fill many more at the de- 
44 fruition if regal power. How do you know this ? yon will 
** fryi you, who have been but fix weeks in France, three 
44 of which you have been confined in your chamber. True; 
M but in the firft period I went every where, and heard np- 
41 thing elfe ; in the latter I have been extremely vifited, and 
44 have had long and explicit convocations with many who 
44 think as I tell you, and with a few of the other fide, who 
44 are no lefs perfuaded that there are fitch intention*. In 
44 particular, I had two officers here the btfier night, neither 
** of them young, whom I had difficulty to keep from a ieri? 
“ ous quarrel, and who, in the heat of the difpute, informed 
44 me of much more than I cmrfd have learned with gteat 
“ pains.” ( VoU VO 
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liberty*' By dintof kbels andmoft odious cjkmtfr* 
nies againft Lewis XVI* and hisqueen, they MM' 
to eradicateevery fenttmeikof afftdHcmdrbttPdf*? 
heart, of the fubjed. They ocntfrcthouglis si— in * 
felves of Airing up the.. foreign r • powers*' 'that* 
Lewis XVI.- befog engaged in war without, ought* 
611 an eager, prey to intrigue within. Wntctt^ 
hear the club refunding with that very, ia&ncth 
which afterward writes to the genenitfofir 

bit revolution:' Europe mtfjbt fit mfire at tbefiur, 
corners r in that our fiftty Jits *» By means of thek * 
adepts and dubs they were perpetuallye*ci(fog{b<V 
people ta infurredtiQn, in order to call the odfogi 
■ on the king apd queen. Under pretence of taking 
meafures againft thefe frequent infurre&ioap, and 
to ward off the danger to -which they exposed 
France, they formed in the National Aflemtty a 
fecret committee under the title of extroordinorj 
commifion t and which was the head of the fa&ion 
frnce called the Girondins , from the department of 
die Gironde, in Gafcony. It was there that Brif- 
fot, at the head of the Eleft, and prefiding in 
the commij/ion, prepared in filence thofe decrees 
that were to copfumipate thp plots againft monari 
chy. He wiihed to give, this revolution an ap- 
pearance of philofophy, folicited by an enlighten- 

* See Mallet Du Pan's Cohfldcratlons on the Nature of the 
Revolution, P. 37. 

’ ■ <d 
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cd people tired of its kings, and willing to re- 
cognize no other fovereign than itfelf. He fent 
his emiflaries into the provinces j but they all re- 
turned, declaring that the French nation was un- 
willing to facrifice its king. He then founded the 
kgiflative aflembly, and the opinions of the ma- 
jority alfo coincided with the wifhes of the peo- 
ple. What he could not accomplifh by his fo. 
phiftry, he now determined to effe&uate by means 
of pikes and his blood-thirfty legions of brigands. 
He calls thole legions from the South known by 
the: name of Marjeillois j from the Weft the Jaco- 
bins fend up the brigands of Breft ; Barbaroux and 
Pakis, Carra and Beaujois the intruded vicar of 
Blois, Bejje from the Drome, Gallijfot frbm Lan- 
gres, F 'ourmtr the Weft Indian, General JVeJter - 
mnr, • Kieulin from Strafbourg, Santcrre the 
brewer, Antoine from Metz, and Gorjas the jour- 
nalift, combined with the Girondins. They hold 
their councils fbmetimes at Robefpierre’s, at 
others at the Soleil d’Or (the Golden Sun), a ta- 
vern near the Baftille. Syeyes and his club of twen- 
ty-two , or the occult Lodge of the Jacobins, fecond 
them noth all their fnight. Marat, Prudbomme, 
and Miiltn, with all the Journalifts of the Party, 
daily invent new calumnies againft Lewis and his 
royal Confort. Alexandre and the tenegado Cba- 
bat ftir up the fuburbs of St. Antoine and St. Mar- 
ccttK. Philip of Orleans contributes his money and 

his 
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his party, becaufe be is in hopes of heing'himftlf 
exalted to the throne^asfoon as Lewis- X¥h 
fhould be driven from it ) and evtn 
were not to fucceed. in obtaining die.'- tbroMvihr 
will at lead have gratified his vengeance, t » fXfar 

Every thing is agreed On s foe LagjpwiUh'jiBl 
rived; at ten minutes before one in thetMtaiBg 
the alarm bells ring the prelude to the fmhh 
10th of Auguft. The feebnd Affembly Ecrkaaf 
fulfilled its talk; Lewis XVL is declared ;« be 
deprived of all right to thp Crown. He k>tofei 
from the Palace of his fqre&thers» and im mused 
within the towers of the Temple. Ic ic -^beid 
that the third Affembly of Legiflatota is tadni 
him; and are to lead him from thence' tgr tba 
fcafibld to fulfil the oaths of the Occult-Lodges.' 

Should the hiftorian hefitate at recognizing dds 
progreflion of the Sedt, to condudt Us to the ter* 
rible cataftrophe of the ioth of Auguft; let him 
turn to the avowals of the adepts themfclvea.— • 
The day is come when they envy each other the 
commiffion of fuch crimes ; they had inftafied 
Briffot the leader of die Jacobins ; 'but Robe- 
fpierre, Marat, and Danton fnatch the feeptm 
from him; he withes to wreft it from them again; 
and he publifhes an addrefs to all die Jacobins of 
France to fubftantiate his rights. His apology 
as well as that of his co-adept Loiivet arc in filb* 
fiance no more than die hiftory of the very con* 

fpiracy 
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piracy I have 'juft beendefcribing. Should it be 
icceflary, for the convi&ion of the reader, to 
xirn to anv part of it, let him hearken to Briflot 
when faying, the Triumvirs Robefpierre, Marat, 
and Danton, have accufed me “ of being the 
author of the war, and had it not been for the 
f * . war Royalty would have ftill fubfifted ! Had it 
! *> not, been for the war, thoufands of talents, 
thousands of virtues would never have burft. 
forth from obfcurity ! And had it not been for 
“ die war. Savoy and fo many other Rates whole 
'* fetters are about to fall, would never have ao 
“ quired their Liberty — They were fearful of a 
* war conducted by a King — Oh ! lhallow poli- 
w dcians ! It was precifcly becaufe this peijured 
' King was to conduct the war, becaufe he could 
f< only conduct it as a traitor, becaufe this trea- 
“ fon alone would infallibly lead him to his ruin ; 

“ it was for fuch reafons, that it was necefiary to 
u have a war conducted by the King . — It was the 
[t abolition of Royalty that I bad in view when I 
rc caufed war to be declared— Men who were en- 
“ lightened underltood me, when, on the 30th 
,c of December 1791, they heard me anfwer Ro- 
c * befpierrc, who was always talking to me of 
“ trcafons to be feared, 1 have but one fear , 
tc which is , that we Jhall not be betrayed ; we Jiand 
“ in need of treachery , for our whole fafety depends 
'f on our being betrayed ' — For treafons would foon 

“ make 
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** make that which Awarts the greatnels of the. 
“ French nation difappear, I mean Royalty;** * 
But while this Sophifter is (declaiming fomuA 
oh treafons , and glorying in Ait which he had far 
fo long a time premeditated againft his unfotin- 
nate Sovereign, which he makes his tide of -pre- 
eminence in the eyes of the Jacobins, be takes 
care not to mention that he would have betrayed 
.the traitors themfelves, had Lewis XVLlud 
money fufficieiit to fupply his extravagant de- 
mands. On the 9th of Auguft, Ae eve of the 
day when all Ae Confpirators were to be putM 
action, he 'lent to a(k the Xing for twehe mil- 
lions (500,0001.) as a price for withdrawing from 
the Confpiracy and for rendering it abortive • 
What extraordinaiy men are thefe Sophiftefs, and 
what ideas do they form of their own virtues! 
But truth impofes oft us the difgufting talk of 
hearkening to this man, while narrating his own 
crimes. He will boaft of the time that he em- 
ployed in meditating and preparing them, and 
will reprefcnt the callous indifference wiA which 
he viewed the canibal fcenes of that bloody day as 
greatnefs of foul. ** They accufe me (he conrf- 
“ nues) of having prefided over the extraordinary 
u eommiffton ; and if the able beads of that eommif- 
“ fibn bad not prepared, and that a long while 

• See the Memoirs of Mr. Bertrand, Vol. III. Chap. 
X?fU. 

«* prr- 
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« 4 previous to the ioth of Auguft, thofe decrees 
** that (aved France, fuch as the fujpenfion of the 
** King , the convocation of the Convention, the orga~ 
“ nization of a Republican Miniftry ; if thefe de- 
** crees had not been wifely combined, fo as to 
** banifh every idea of force or terror; had they 
« not borne the (lamp of grandeur and of cool 
“ deliberation, the Revolution of the ioth of 
“ Auguft would have appeared to the eyes of all 
“ Europe to have been a Revolution of canibals. — 
“ But at the fight of wifdom prefiding in the 
“ midft of thefe ftorms, and (laying even the 
“ arm of carnage, Europe then believed that 
" France was faved. Let who will calumniate 
“ the ioth of Auguft, the valour of the federa- 
* c ted bands and the deliberate decrees of the Na- 
“ tional Aflembly, which had been prepared by 
** the Cemmiffion , will for ever immortalize that 
" day V* 

Let us follow this ftrange Sophiftcr ; for, after 
(bowing how he betrayed Lewis XVI. he will 
now explain the manner in which he betrayed 
both the Nation and the Aflembly ; how he and 
his adherents gradually led the people, and the 
majority o( the Aflembly to the commiflion of 
crimes, of which neither approved. " My opi- 
tf nion (of the 9th of July) on the depofition of 
“ the King has been much cavilled at. The 
* BriiTot’i Letter to the Jacobins, Oftober 24, 1792. 

“ fame 
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* faille has happened to VcfffiaUx-*-fftflfe‘<afl 
" to wifcnefs my Colleagues, a8 tfcofe \rhb iffcfle 
“ acquainted with tie pate bfmr AffmbfyJ'^bith 
* c the meaknefs and minority of the faM*itf t '%t 
" corruption of terror, the arerfion in Wfiith tk 
** enthufiafb held die court gahy. * ' Dbufid^ 
** it needed no fmall fhare of taouftgd J to^j&if 
“that eloquent hypothefis on the Criuiw df ihe 
♦‘ King in the midft of fiich ah aftembiy as 
**■ Vergniaux did. And the day after that tinli* 
“ tion, which fo much weakened the party dnhe 
“ Patriots, wax it not a talk that reqihred coor- 
“ age which I- undertook, to give a HveJy% 

K feription of the crimes of the King, and to jin* 
“ poie his being brought to trial.- This mas tUf 
** pbemy in the eyis of the majority, nevertMtft 1 
u dared to /peak it." 

When deferibing the Gifondins, his chief fop 
port, he fays, “ perpetually occupied in repair* 
“ ing their faults, in union with other enlightened 
“ patriots, they Were preparing the minds to prt * 
“ nounce the JuJpcnfion of the Kingy-^Tbey mere fat 
“ from conceiving fucb a ftep j and this mas my ret* 
“ Jon for rifting that famous difesurfe of the i6tb 
“ July on the depoftion, a difeourfe that in the coll* 
€t ception of ordinary minds was a derelidtion of 
" principle, but in the eyes of the enlightened, 
“ mas only a prudent and necejfary manceuvrt. I 
«« well knew that the Ariftocratical party wiflted 
8 “ nothing 
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u nothing fo much as to tneet the queftiofi on 
t( the depofition, becaufe they thought themfelves 
certain of fuccefs, and becaufe the minds were 
tc not jet ripe in the Departments-*tbe defeat of the 
Patriots was .therefore inevitable. It was necef- 
u fary then to tack, in order to gain time, to en~ 
‘f lighten the public opinion , or to ripen it for infur* 
*;xt&iaH\ for the depolition of the King couki 
“j be effected but by one of thefc two means-— 
‘SSuch w ttc my motives for pronouncing friy 
.difcourfe on the 26th of July* which expofed 
“iine to ib much reproach* and even ranked me 
“ among the fecret Royalifts, while the Patriots 
" Franfois (die new.fpaper that he publilhed) 
never ceafed to prepare the minds in the Depart- 
u .masts for tbefe extraordinary meafures." 

Amidft the multitude of reflexions that muft 
naturally arife on the perufal of thefe avowals* the 
words it was therefore necejfary to tack , in order to 
gain , time, to enlighten the public opinion , or to ripen 
it for infurreSion, prefen't us with a great axiom 
in. the theory of Revolutions. They fhow us, 
that thofe infurre&ions reprefented as the grand 
movements of a people, as the a& of the majo- 
rity:. of a nation, are merely the efforts of ■ an 
united fa&ion againft the majority of a nation ; 
that had the opinions of the majority of the na- 
tion coincided with the views of the Confpirators, 
they would not have been obliged to feek the aid 

of 
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of brigands* inorder to triumph by armSiod 
terror over anunarmed and iwfii^tfUnc proU^ 
It may be objected, j -fr“ f-irirr hrtd’in fTaritni 
Guards t moft certainly it.had* 4>ut Rriflbt. oie- 
fillip avoided calling- on. themibrvfrtxtiuft v lft 
had feen them flodring.feom all {tarts of 
to the federation nn tlir i|lh nf Jniji full 'iljiiBr 
tmlyfaUraUd bands had -frown the gnatefrmaritt 
of attachment to Lewis and his Royal Cotaoiti 
and it was not to fuch men that thc GooTphtaiort 
dared propofe the deposition of fre King.- - Dfrt 
plan do the confpirators adopt? They afiemUeaB 
thofe brigands called Mnr/tiUoisi (not bccanfe thcf 
were inhabitants of Marfeilks :or Provence^ but 
becaufe the greater part of them had been con* 
demned to the gpllies at Marleillcs), and Surname 
thofe brigands of all countries The Federated Rands. 
They oblige the inhabitants of the Suburbs finish 
into the ranks with them ; they caufe the com- 
mander of the National Guard to be murdered 
that, being without a chief, it might have no 
unity of adtion, and that thofe who had been fe* 
duced might join the brigands. They then re* 
prefent as a general infurre&ion of the people* 
as the will of the nation, that which they) have 
themfelves demonstrated to have been no other 
than an infurre&ion of their own cut-throat bands 
againft their King and the nation at large. Such 
has been the whole progreis of the Revolutiool 
i all 
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all has been done by mobs and infurfeltions, Or, 
as the chiefs ftyle it, by means of force and terror, 
which have enflaved a nation that had relifted 
■ every means of fedu&ion. 

Similar proofs relating to that atrocious Revo- 
lution of the icth of Auguft are to be found in 
Louvet’s difcourfe ; he alfo boafts of his cunning 
in preparing the plots. *« We Jacobins wijbedfor 
M war , (he fays) becaufe peace muft have un- 
** doubtedly killed the Republic— '-bcc&ufe, under- 
“ taken in time, the misfortunes inevitable at 
*■* the firft outfet could be reputed, and would at 
** once purify the Senate, the Armies, and the 
** Throne — Every man worthy of being a Republic 
** can loudly called for war. They dared afpire to 
“ftrike a mortal blow at Royalty itfelfi to extermi- 
** note it for ever, in France firft, and then 
** throughout TH* universe.” He then al*» 
hides to the parts alted by his accomplices* 

* Thofe whom you call my friends (he fays to 
•* Robefpierre) were Roland, who had denounced 
“ Lewis XVI. to all France— •Seroan, who was 
** involved in the honourable retreat of the Mi- 
** nifter of the Interior, and only returned into 

* office with him, and that to fave France—* 
K Return, whofc conduit, at once vigorous and 
** wife, was wearing out Rcyalty+^Briffbt, he was 
m writing againft Monarchy” (CondOrcet was alfo 
writing in the fame caufe)— < “ Vergniaux, Gen •* 

Vol. IV. F f ** fonns. 
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By the 
third af- 
fembly. 


France 
declared 
a Repub- 
lic, 


“ Journey and many others, were preparing before 
“ band the plan for the fafpenfion—^Gaudet was feat- 
“ ed in the chair when the cannon began to roar. 
“ —Barbaroux was advancing at the bead of the 
“ Marjetllois for the loth of Auguft j and lucky it 
“ is for you that he headed them-—/ (Louvet) 
“ - was writing the Sentinelle j and your eternal va- 
“ pourings oblige me to fay, that my journal con- 
“ tributed much more to the Revolution of the 
«* ioth of Auguft, than your Drfenfeur de la Confti - 
“ tution (written by Robefpierre *).” - ' 

Thus hare thefe fanguinary Legiflators furnifh- 
ed the Hiftorian with the proofs of their own guilt, 
and of their crimes againft their Sovereign. Let 
this Republic then appear, this Republic of Equa- 
lity and Liberty, fo long cherilhed by the So- 
phifters and nurtured by the adepts in their Oc- 
cult Lodges ! Lewis is no longer feated on the 
throne ! Let not Lewis, nor any Bourbon, nor 
any living creature afpire to it in future. Royalty 
is abolifhedy and France is proclaimed a Republic. 
This is the firft decree of thofe Confpirators fty- 

* See L cuvet's Addrrjs to Rcbefpierre. Should the reader 
wilh for any more of thefe avowals and vapourings of a mul- 
titude of adepts on the art with which they prepared the fan- 
guinary feenes of that day, let them read Robt/fihrre't Letter 
to bit Conjlituents ; Peiion's Obfervatiemi on that Letter ; the 
Amulet Patriotiques, by Carra and Mercier, 30th November 
1792 ; the Chrottique de Paris, by Millin, and his threats on 
the 5th of Auguft 1792, Ac. Ac. 


ling 
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ling themfelves a Convention, and fucceeding to 
tfaofe who had called themfelves the fecond Na- 
tional Affembly (September 21, 1792). The 

better to eftablifh Equality, every tnark of rank, 
even the common marks of civility as well as the 
title of King , are profcribed ; and Citizen is in future 
die foie appellation allowed (October 29). Left 
the very fight of a faithful fubjeft fhould recal the 
idea of a King, death is pronounced againft every 
Emigrant who fhall dare to fet fboton the territo- 
ries of the Republic ( November 10). The fame 
punifhment is pronounced againft any man who 
fhould dare propofe the re-eftabltfhment of Royalty in 
France (December 4). 

• The Seft now proceeds toward the completion Lewis _ 
of its myftcries. Lewis, who had been feated on 
die throne, ftill exifts ; and it was not in vain that ned to 
die adepts had been taught in the caverns of the e 
Knights Kadofeb to trample on crowns and ftab 
Kings. To thefe atrocious games reality muft 
fucoeed ; Robefpierre advances j but let him and 
his hangman range for a time on the field ; he is 
«K> more than a wild beaft that the Sect have let 
loofe. He is not the wretch that devours the 
Captive Monarch ; it is the Seft. Even in Lewis 
•re two diftinft perfons in the eyes of the Jaco- 
bins. They would perhaps have loved and re- 
vered him in private life ; but he was King, and 
they foam with rage at the very idea j his head 
F f a falls 
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falls on the fcaffold ; their relentlefi vengeance 
even ftrikes the ftatue of the beloved an<fgre*t 
Henry IV. ; every monument that can recal the 
idea of a King falls beneath their blows. It was 
not at Lewis, it was at Royalty, that thefe modem 
Vandals aimed. They declared Lewis XVI. to be 
tyrant; they continue to proclaim it s but they 
have their own interpretation ; they ftyle him 
lb, juft as the Sophifters ftylcd every King a Ty- 
rant. They knew well, that Lewis XVI. had 
during a reign of nineteen years figned many a 
pardon, but had never figned a fingle death-war- 
rant} and that certainly is not the character of a 
tyrant. They knew well, that the firft aft of 
Lewis on his coming to the throne was to releafe 
his fubjcfts from the tax cuftomary 00. fuch an oc- 
cafion } he abolifhed the cuftom of the CoroSet 
(or bind days) } neither the accufed, nor even the 
guilty, could be put to the torture during his 
reign } and do fuch edicts befpeak the tyrant ? 
They alfo faw him relinquilh in favour of his fub- 
jefts all the. feudal rights on his own domains, 
that he might obtain by example that alleviation 
for his people, which he could not eftablifh by 
authority without making an attack upon private 
property. They knew well, that Lewis XVI. 
was, entirely free from thofe vices which arc 
either odious or burdenfome to nations } he was 
religious, an enemy to oftentation, compalfionate 

and 
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and generous to the poor ; they had Ieen him la* 
viihing his privy purfe to warm, to cloath, to 
feed the indigent ; ieen him even carry in perfon 
fuccour to the friendlefs cottager; they had ieen the 
poor railing the fnow into a pyramid, and lhaping 
it out into a monument of gratitude to Lewis 
XVL mitigating the rigours of the winter. They 
knew well, that the gratitude of the poor is not 
io industrious to (hew attachment to a tyrant. In 
vain will they upbraid him as a defpot or a ty- 
rant ; for they cannot deny, that never a Prince 
was Seated on a throne more zealous in his appli- 
cation to his duty, or lefs jealous of his rights than 
Lewis XVI. ; confidence and love feem to be his 
leading features ; and if ever be fpoke in that pe- 
remptory way which denotes the determination of 
being obeyed, it was when, furrounded by affaf- 
fins, he fo often repeated to his guards. If it be 
necejfary to fhed but one Jingle drop of blood for my 
Jafety, I forbid it to be Jbed ; and fuch are the or- 
ders of a tyrant ! ! ! Should calumny obftinately 
perlift, let it read thefe laft Sentiments of Lewis : 
n I pray all thofe whom I may hav£ offended 
*• through inadvertency (for I do not remember 
** to have offended any perfon knowingly), or 
“ thofe to whom I may have given bad example, 
** or fcandal, to pardon whatever injury they 
** may think I can have done them.” Let the 
regicide judges read (for it is pf them he Speaks 

F f 3 and 
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Real mo- 
tives of 
his con- 
demna- 
tion. 


and fays) “ I pardon with aH my heart thofe who 
" have conflicted themfelves my enemies with- 
(C out my giving them caufe, and 1 pray God 
“ that he will pardon them.” Let them follow 
him to the fcaffold, and there contemplate, if 
they dare, that ferenity of his countenance, in the 
midft of his executioners, which lo well denotes 
the tranquillity of his foul: and they dare not 
hear his lad words : Drums are beaten, and trum* 
pets founded, to drown his voice •, for they are 
confcious that he has neither lived nor is about to 
die the death of a tyrant. 

Thefe confpiring legiflators, however, knew it 
long before they fat in judgment on their King } 
for if you alk them, when in the very aft of re- 
gicide, of what crime Lewis XVI. has been guil- 
ty? They will anfwer, Lewis was a King, and 
our wifh is the death of every King. Hearken 
to the J acobin Robert : when he comes to vote he 
fays, <l I condemn the tyrant to death ; and in 
“ pronouncing this fentence, I have but one re- 
“ grety which is, that my power Joes not extend 
“ over all the tyrants, to condemn them all to the 
" fame fate — Hear, again, the Jacobin Cana-, 

(f For the inftruttion of nations , in all times , and in 
“ all places, and for the confternation of tyrants, 

“ I vote for death — Or the Jacobin Boileau , 

“ Nations accuftomed to confider their Kings as fa- 
“ cred objeSls will neceffarily fay, * the heads 

“ King^j 
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“ Kings, however, cannot be fo (acred, fince. the 
“ a*e can ftrike them, and that they fall beneath 
“ the avenging arm of juftice.’ It is thus you are 
“ launching nations into the career of Liberty $ I vote 
“ for death 

Should the real caufe of the death of Lewis 
XVI. not fufEciently appear in fuch language, 
kt the reader revert to that club of the Sophifters 
where Condorcec was learning that a day would 
come when the Sun would Jhine on none but free men, 
and when Kings and Priejls Jhould have no exiftence 
hut in biftory or on the ftage. T urn back to thofe 
confpiring dens haunted by the Occult Mafons, 
and doubt for a moment, if you can, of this 
hiftorical truth, that Lewis perifhed upon the 
fcafiold becaufe he was King j that the daughter 
of the Cezars perilhed becaufe Jbe was Slueen $ and 
never was (he more deferving of that exalted fta- 
tion, than when (he (howed fuch undaunted courage 
and greatnels of foul in the midft of her murder- 
ers. Madame Elizabeth perifoed, becaufe neither 
virtue, innocence, nor magnanimity, could efface 
the ftain, indelible in the eyes of the Jacobin, 
of being the daughter and fifter of a King. Philip 
of Orleans crouched into wickednefs and infamy, 
and (acriSced his immenfe fortune to the Seft ; 
he cowardly and bafely votes for the death of his 

* See the Moniteur, Sittings of January z, and following, 
I793> 

F f 4 royal 
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royal relation to pkafe the Sett; he takes the 
name of Equality , abandoning rank and birth, and 
eyen denies his father to court the Sett j but no 
fooncr are his crimes unneceflary for the progrefs 
of that Sett, than he is dragged away to the fcafr 
fold becaufe he is of royal defcent. But the con- 
fpirators are fearful, that if they ftruck at that 
model of virtue and goodnefs the Dutcheis of 
Orleans, the axe would fall from the hands of the 
executioners. The numerous facrificcs made by 
the Dutchefs of Bourbon and the Prince of Conti 
proved to the confpirators that thefe remnants of 
blood-royal were little to be feared; nevertheleli 
they are obliged, with every perfon of royal ex- 
traction, to fly the territories of the new Repub- 
lic. To cement this hatred for Kings, the day 
on which Lewis XVI. was murdered onr the fcaf- 
fold is declared a perpetual feftival for this people 
equal and free ; on this day the oath of hatred to 
Royalty is to be folemnly fworn by all the Magis- 
trates; and this oath is to be in future a neceflary 
qualification for the enjoyment of the rights of 
Citizen in this new Republic ; fuch are the regu- 
lations decreed ; and death is pronounced, as we 
have already feen, againft whoever dares propofe 
the re-eftablifhment of Monarchy. 

Notwithftanding the rivers of blood that flowed 
in France, to confummate thefe plots againft Roy- 
alty, the Sett and its agents behold thefe horrid 

fcenos 
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xdm wijh all the brutal exultation of cannibals^ The atro- 
'he guillotine is declared permanent in Paris, and the Rcvo- 
mbulant in the Provinces in queft of Royalifts |“* l c ° d nde * 
nd Priefts. New words are even invented to de- f r0 m the 
ote the butcheries that now take place, for our 
>re fathers had not even formed an idea of crud- 
es to fuch an extent. Whole heeatombs of vic- 
ms are (hot in najs> and this was ftyled Fufil- 
tdUi hecatombs alfo were drowned, and that 
tecies of murder they called Noyades *. Is it 

the 

*. Another fpecies of cruelty not mentioned is that which 
te cannibals at Nantes called Des Marriages Patriotiques. 
lie i eader will fcarcely believe me when I tell him, that 
oath were comprehended in thefe abominable butcheries, 
femtheleis, as a refinement of cruelty, when any young 
tyalift was fuppofed to have an attachment for any young 
Oman, tfcey were tied together hand and foot previous to 
eir being thrown into the Loire, that they might pafs in 
hmrmPs Bark together ; or they^ould tie fome venerable old 
ergynkan to a young woman, that he might be provided 
ttlta young wife in the next world. Such were their Pa - 
iatu Marriages i fuch the cruelties that muft furprize the 
ader, were he not acquainted with the fchool whence they 
roceed. At Arras Le Bon would guillotine by ftreets ; and 
se night returning home, a little drunk, he thought an ex- 
mti on by torch-light would have a Patriotic ejfeft* The 
oant de Bethune?'who had been brought to trial in the 
loraang and acquitted, was immediately named as the vi&im ; 
st Le fion was informed that he had been tried and ac- 
sitted ; no matter, we will try him again (fays the Com- 
ifbxy ) ; and the poor Count was condemned and executed 

bccaufe 
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the Seft then that thus hardens and brutalizes the 
hearts of the Jacobins ? Are we to turn back to 
their leflons to explain both the number and the 
choice of vi&ims, the cool wickednefa of the 
adepts, the atrocious joy of the executioners ? 
Yes, all you who feek the caufe clfewherc, forget 
the myfteries $ I am obliged to call you back to 
the true parent of this fanguinary tribe ; yes* it 
was the principles of the Soft that made Barnnve, 
at the fight of heads carried on pikes, feroeioufly 
fmile and exclaim, Was that blood then Jo pure that 
one might not even Jpill one drop of it ? Yes, it was 
thofe principles that made Cbapellier, Mirabeau , 
and Gregoire , when they beheld the brigands fur* 
rounding die palace of Verfailles in ianguinary 
rage, thirfting after murder, and particularly after 
the blood of the Queen, exclaim, ‘The People mufi 
have vifiims. It was thofe principles- that even 
fmothered the affection of Brother for Brother, 
when the adept Chenier , feeing his own Brother 
delivered over to the hands of the public execu- 
tioner, coolly faid, If my Brother be not in tbe 
true fenfe of the Revolution , let him be Jacrificed ; 
that eradicated the feeling of the child for his 
parents, when the adept Philip brought in tri- 

bccaufe he was foufeenne d’etre fufjxci. This, perhaps, is the 
molt extraordinary crime on record, fufpelted of being a /offi- 
cious character for Ariftocracy ; neverthelefs, many hundreds 
periled on the fcaffold for this crime. I ran/. 

umph 
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umph to the club of the Jacobins the beads of his 
father and mother!! This infatiable Seft calls out, 
I* the mouth of the bloody Marat, for two hun- 
dred and feventy tboujand beads . declaring that be- 
fore long it will count only by millions. They 
know well, that their fy Items and laft myfteries 
of Equality can only be accomplifhed in its full 
extent by depopulating the world ; and, by the 
mouth of Le Bo, it anfwers the inhabitants of 
Montauban, terrified with the want of provifions, 
** Fear not ; France has a Jufficiency for twelve mil- 
" lions of inhabitants: All the reft (that is the 
** other twelve millions) muft be put to death, and 
** then there will be no fcarcity of bread 

We with to call the odium of fuch horrors on 
s Marat, a Robefpierre , or fome fuch wretches ; 
but Barnave preceded Robefpierre; and the oath 
of the Seft to denounce father, mother, friends, 
brothers , and fifters, and to look upon every per- 
fbn as proferibed who Ihould not adopt the revo- 
lutionary principles, did not originate with them. 
Such was the oath of the Lodges long before the 
exiftence of the Jacobins. It was not from Ro~ 
bclpierre, but in Holbach’s club, that Condorcet 
learned to exclaim as he did in the legifiative af- 
fembly. Let the world perijb, rather than Jacr\fice 
iptr principles of Equality ! It would not be the 
brigands alone, but Syeyes, Garat, the deft of 

* Report of the Ccmiti d* SaJut PuUiqut, Auguft 8, 1795. 

the 
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the Sophifters, and the club of the twenty-two, 
that would fmile at the horror we had conceived 
at fuch deeds. Thus did Syeyes anfwer Mallet 
du Pan, when he exprelTed his deteftation of the 
means employed in the revolution j You are al- 
ways talking to us of the mans employed ; but , Sir, 
it is the End, it is the Qbje£t, the Ultimate View , that 
you muft learn to conftder : And this very principle, 
that conloles fuch men as Syeyes for fuch a mul- 
titude of atrocities, is to be difcOvered in the 
Code of the Illuminized Lodges, whence it found 
its way into the Jacobin club*. 

A day may come when hiftory will be more 
accurately informed bow and in what haunts this 
blood-thirfty Seft pointed out its vidims, and 
taught its adepts not to be ftartled at the number 
of them. Meantime I have promifed to lead my 
reader back to that which held its fittings in the 
Rue Sourdiere, where Savalette de Lange prelided $ 
where the Illuminees were received; and where 
Dietrich, who was one of the fir ft that brought 
the myfteries into France, was feated. The fol- 

• I leave to Mr. Mallet du Pan himfclf the tafk of reveal- 
ing what he heard in that club, and the horror he conceived 
on the occafion. He may alfo inform the reader with what 
indignation he received the invitation of the twenty-two to 
become a member of their club. But it was from the mouth 
of that juftly celebrated author that 1 learned the anfwer 
•which Syeyes made to his reproaches. 

lowing 
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lowing anecdote may guide the hiftqrian in his 
refearches on that fubjeft. 

At the dme when the brigands were put into 
requifition, when the caftles of the Nobility were 
being confumed by fire in the provinces, when 
the heads of the Nobility were being carried in 
triumph on pikes, the Abbe Roysu , well known 
for his zeal again ft the Sophifters, was obliged to 
fly from Paris to efcape the fury of the Palais 
fUyal mob. He had wandered for fome time 
from village to village, when he privately returned ^ 
to .Paris, and called upon me about four o’clock 
in the morning. On my questioning him how he 
had pafled his time during his Bight, “ I lived 
“ (Aid he) chiefly with the curates, and was very 
** well received by them, but could not make 
** any long ltay with them, left I ihould expofe 
•• them to fimilar danger with myfclf. I foon 
** began to fufpeft the laft curate with whom I 
“ took refuge when I faw him receive a letter 
u from Paris. He opened and read it with fuch 
** an air, that my fufpicions were greatly in- 
“ creafed. Strongly fufpefting that I was the 
“ object of this letter, I watched the opportunity 
** when he was gone to the church, to enter his 
“ room, where I found the epiftle couched in 
* the following terms: Your letter, my dear friend, 

«* was read in prefence of the whole club. They v 
u war? furprized to find fo much pbilofopby in a 
i ** village 


J 
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“ village curate. Be tranquil, my dear curate', mt 
“ art three hundred -, we mark the beads and the 
u fall-, only keep your people ready ; dijpofe yout 
“ pari/bioners to execute the orders , and they /bad he 
“ given to you in time. 

(Signed) «* Dietrich, Secretary ” 

To the many reflexions that muft naturally arifc 
on the reading of fuch a letter, I (hall only add, 
that the club to which thefe three hundred be* 
longed had transferred the place of its fittings to 
the fuburbs of St. Honore, and that it aflembkd . 
there for a long time without being obferved by 
the court; when a feene of drunkennels apprifed 
the king of the fate that awaited him. At the 
conclufion of one of thofe banquets f acred to fra- 
ternity, all the brethren made a pun&ure in their 
arm and received their blood in their glades ; they 
then drank the toaft Death to kings, and thus, con- 
• eluded the fraternal repaft. This anecdote will 
eafily fugged of what fpecies of men the legion of 
twelve hundred, propofed by Jean de Brie to the 
Convention, was to be compofed, who were to 
be difperfed over the whole globe to murder all 
the kings of the earth. 

Thus did the Seft, under the name of Frater- 
nity, by the frenzy of its Equality, by the very 
nature of its principles, and by the horrid rites of 
its Lodges, fo degenerate the hearts of its adepts, 
as to form (like the old man of the mountain) 

clubs 
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dubs of three hundred afiaflins at a time. Thus 
do the myfteries explain the ferocious joy of a 
Marat) of a St. Juft) of a Le Bon, of a Carrier, 
of a Collot D’Herbois, and the (till more fero- 
cious ferenity of the $ophifters of the revolution 
in the midlt of maflacres and rivers of blood. 

But the vengeance of that God who has per- 
mitted fo heavy a fcourge to befall France, now 
appears to have taken another turn. In that, 
country the altar of Chriit is overturned, and the 
throne of its kings annihilated. Thofe who had 
coofpired again ft the altar and the throne now 
conipire againft each other. The intruded clergy, 
the Deifts, and the Atheifts, butchered the Ca- 
tholics. The Intruders, the Drifts, and the Athe- 
ifts now begin to cut each other’s throats. The 
Coaftitutionalifts drove cut the Royalifts, and are 
in their turn put to flight by the Republicans. 
The Democrats of the Republic one and indivi- 
murder the Democrats of the federative 
Republic; the faftion of the mountain guillotines 
the Girondin faction, and then fplit into the faction 
of Hebert and Marat, of Danton and Chabot, of 
Cloots and Chaumette, and in fine into the faction 
of Robelpierre, who devours them all, and is in 
his turn devoured by the fa&ion of Tallien and 
Freron. Briffot and Genfonne, Gaudct and 
Fauchet, Rabaud and Barbaroux, with thirty more, 
are condemned to death by Fouquier Tinville, 
5 juft 
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juft as they had condemned their King; Fouquier 
is himfelf fcnt to the fcaffold, juft as he had lent' 
Briflot and Co. Petion and Buzot perifh with 
hunger in the forefts, and are devoured by the 
wild beafts; Perrin dies in prifon; Valaz6 and 
Labat ftab themfelves; Marat falls beneath the 
arm of Charlotte Corday; Robefpierre' dies on 
the fcaffold, and Syeyes alone furvives, becaufe 
the cup of vengeance is not yet exhaufted on 
miferable France. Pentarques (or the govern* 
ment of five), with a two- fold fenate, are now 
become a new curfe on this unhappy country. 
A Rewbel, Carnot, Barras, Le Tourneur, and a 
Reveillere Lepaux, aflume the command of its 
armies, drive' away its deputies equal and free, 
fulminate its Sections, and rule it with a rod 
of iron. Every thing trembles before them; 
when they grow jealous of each other, they plot 
deftrudtion, and drive each other into banifhment; 
but new tyrants fucceed and unite together ; and 
at this prefent time the ruling Deities in France 
arc banifhment, ftupor, fear, and the Pentarques. 
Terror has impofed filence throughout the Em- 
pire, and this vaft prifon contains twenty millions 
of flaves, all fculking into obfcurity at the very 
name of a Merlin or a Rewbel, or at the threat of 
a journey to Cayenne ; fuch is the Majejly of that 
people fo frequently declared Equal , Free , and So- 
vereign. 


The 
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i'he reader,, perhaps, may think that in the The Sea 
tnidft of fuch maflacres, fa&ions, tyrants, and 
terror, the Seft mult have loft the thread of all 
its plots j but it has never loft fight of them for and^o^ 
a moment. The Pentarques are more than ever ciet y > 
ftimulated by it againft the Clergy and the Nobility) 
while the ultimate myfteries threaten th« Pentar- 
ques themlelves. In vain lhall they attempt to 
prelerve a fufficiency of the Social Order to keep 
them in pofleflion of that authority which they have 
erefted on the ruins of the throne. The Sefthas 
thus far proceeded fuccefsfully toward the accom- 
plilhment of its myfteries j but it will not ftop _ 
here; has it not fworn to annihilate Property as 
well as the throne ? During the firft aflembly, did 
. not tKofe confpirators, now calling tbemfelves Con - 
ftitutionalifis, annihilate the property of the clergy j 
and the next aflembly that of the nobility, under 
the pretence of emigration, while thole who re- 
mained in France were pillaged under pretence of 
confutation ? Then come the adepts Bruijfart ', 
Robefpierre , and the two Juliens ; and they write 
that the favourable moment is now come to extir- 
pate the MERCANTILE ARISTOCRACY, OS Will CS 

that qf the Nobles. In their lecret correfpondence, 
juft as Weilhaupt does in his myfteries, they de- 
clare, that merebantifm (negotiantifm) muft be 
erujhed. ‘That wherever a large number of rich 
merchants were to be founds there were Jure to be 
Vol. IV. G g found 
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found as many cheats , and Liberty could not eftablifi 
its empire there*. Accordingly, (poliations and 
requifitions have robbed the merchants and citi- 
zens of their property, juft as the Clergy and No- 
bility had been robbed before them. But even 
this is not the accomplifhment of the grand end r 
of the ultimate views of the Se£, againft all pro- 
perty, againft all fociety whatever. Even under 
the iron reign of the Pcntarques, let us attend to 
the addrefles publifhed by the adepts Drouet , 
Babceuf \ and Langelot ; 

Extract from the Addrefs to the French People, 
found in Babceuf ' s papers. 

tc People of France, — During fifteen centuries 
" you lived in flavery, therefore unhappy. It is 
" fcarcely fix years fince you began to breathe in 
“ expectation of independence ,. of happinefs , and of 
“ Equality. At all times and in all places men 
“ have been lulled with fine words ; never, and 
“ in no place, did they obtain the thing with the 
c * word. From time immemorial has it been hy- 
ft pocritically repeated, that men are equal ; and 
“ from time immemorial the mod: monftrous in- 
“ equality has infolently prefixed on mankind. 
" Ever fince the 'exijlence of Civil Societies , the 

* See Papers found at Robefpierrc’s, and printed by order 
of the Convention, Nos, 43, 75, 89, 107, See. 
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** fineft appendage of man has undoubtedly been. 
•* recognized, but has never been once realized. 
** Equality has never been any thing but a noble and 
“ Jlerile JiSion of the law. Now that it is called 
" for with a louder voice, they anfwer us, W retches 
** hold your peace ! Equality in deed is a mere 
** chimera ; be contented with a conditional equa- 
** lity. You are all equal before the law, ye 
" rafeals! What more do you want What 

,r more do we want ! Ye Legijlators , ye Cover - 

“ ners, ye Rich, ye Proprietors , now hearken in your 
" turn: 

** We are all equal.-— ‘That principle is incon- 

" tellable. Very well ! We mean in future to 

** live and die as we are born. We will have real 
** Equality , or death. That is what we want, and 
** we will have that real equality, coft what it will. 
** Wo be to thofe whom we Jhall meet between it and 
** us! Wo to the man who lhall dare oppofe fo 
** pofitive a determination ! the French revolution is 
•« but the forerunner of a revolution greater by far 
rc and much more folemn ; and which will be the 
“ laft. - - 

tc What do we alk more than the Equality of. 
er rights? Why, we will not only have that 
** Equality tranferibed in the declaration of the 
** rights of man and of the citizen ; we will have 
te it in the midft of us, under the roofs of our 
“ houles. We confent to every thing for the 
G g 2 " acqui- 
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“ acquifttion of it, even to door doth, that we 
“ ma y poflefs it alone; Perifb the arts, tfreqpn- 
“ fite, provided we do but preferve real Eqn> 
“ lity ! > 

“ Legiflators and Gov er nor!, Proprietors rub 
“ and bowel-lefs , in vain do you attempt to paw* 
«* lize our tiered enterprise, by laying, tov art 
u eufy re-producing the Agrarian lam that has been 
“ lo often afked for before. 

“ Calumniators ! hold your peace in your turn, 
“ and in the fiknee of confiiGon hearken to our 
“ pretenGons, di&ated by nature, and grounded 
“ on juftiee. 

“ The Agrarian lam, or tbs equal partition ef 
“ lauds, mas the momentary wifi) of a few ibldiers 
“ without principles, of a few. clans actuated 
“ rather by inftinft than by reafon. We aim at 
€t fometbing far more fubUme, far more equitable ; 
** GOODS IN COMMON, or THE COMMUNITY OF 

“ estates l No more individual properties in land, 
** for the earth belongs to nobody . We demand and 
“ will enjoy the goods of the earth in common . The 
** fruits belong to all. 

“ Dif appear now , ye difgufting diftinftions of rich 
« and poor, of higher and lower, ofmafter and fer- 
«* vent, ^governing and governed! for.no 
«* other difiinSion Jball exift among mankind, than 
“ tbofe of ace and sex*.” 

* See the Papers feized at Baboraf s. 

The 
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The authors of this addrefs were certainly too 
hafly in their publication ; but every reader will 
lee that their language perfectly coincides with the 
Man-king of Illuminifm. France, it is true, was 
not yet fufficiently prepared for this lad plot; but 
it is necefiary fometimes to detach certain adepts 
to found the way, though afterwards the Sed 
Ihould find it necefiary to difavow and facrifice its 
ofispring. Though Baboeuf may have been la* 
crificed to the myderies, his accomplices dill live; 
their legions impofed upon the judges and on the 
Pentarques them Pelves, and they dared not con- . 
demn Drouet. Is it to be fuppoied, that after 
completely pillaging the Clergy and the Nobility, 
after fuccefsfully defpoiling many merchants, 
tradefmen, and citizens, in the fame manner as 
Ac Sed had pillaged the two fird Orders of the 
State, a Tingle defeat fhould fuffice to check its 
views? or can we fay, that it will not one day 
proclaim that Equality in deed which fhall banifh 
from the earth all thofe diftinftions of rich and poor, 
if higher and lower , of mafter and fervant , and 
ultimately of governing and governed? 

Some perfons may flatter themfelves that our againit 
Iciences may protrad the day of barbarifm, when 
men are to roam in clans without laws or magif- 
trates ; but have we not feen in the myderies, that 
our fciences, in the eyes of the Sed, are no other 
than the prime caufe of our misfortunes, of the 
G g 3 alledged 
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alledged flavery of focicty *? And if fa£ts did 
not fpcak clearly enough, if the monuments of 
art falling beneath the blows of the Jacobins did 
not fufficiently denote the veneration it bears to 
the produttions of genius j if any apparent ref* 
peft (hould ftill be fhown to the fathers of letters, 
let not the reader conceive that the adepts have 
really blulhed at the fight of thefe modern van- 
dals : Fire and fword have only haftened that pro- 
grcfs which they fo much extol ; it was not 
Baboeuf alone that would exclaim, Perijh' the arts, 
if requijite , provided we do but prejerve real Equa- 
lity l The Jacobin Philofophift, if fincere, will 
have no difficulty in faying what the legiflator* 
have fo often proclaimed from the tribune, 
*« What need have we of all your colleges, aca- 
demies, and libraries ? Needs there lo much 
ftudy and fo many books for learning the only true 
fcience ? Let the nations know the rights of man, 
and they will know enough f.” 


• See the Degree of Regent. 

f I do not exaftly remember the particular names of the 
Deputies who would hold forth fuch language at the tribune ; 
1 can affirm, however, that the fophifticated Legiflator Rt- 
baud dt St. Etienne frequently held fuch language in com- 
pany, which has more than once given rife to a good deal of 
debate. Once, in particular, he and Mr. Dtjilet, a man of 
letters, aimed quarrelled on the fubjeft; and that was quite at 
the beginning of the Revolution. 


I know 
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1 know that a mufeum and a national inftituter 
are held out as objeds of magnificence} in which 
the revolution would appear to infufe new vigour 
into the arts and fciences $ but let the fage in the 
midlt of this vaft mufeum refled for a moment. 
Thunderftruck at this immenfe affemblage of 
theft, pillage, and robbery creded into trophies, 
will he not exclaim. Do thefe men then barefacedly 
JcofF at every idea of property who thus difplay 
the fruits of their rapine and extortion ? After 
having pillaged and deftroyed every thing within 
their own country, they fet off to defpoil the 
neighbouring States tranquilly repofing on the 
- banks of the Scheldt, the Meufe, or the Tiber. 
They divide the gold they have ftolen among 
themlelves, and they exalt to public view what 
they have robbed for the State. Within this tem- 
ple of the arts, therefore, the idea of property 
is as much blafted as within the Occult Lodges of 
thole adepts who have fworn to annihilate the Ib- 
cial compad. 

And what is this national Lyceum, where wfc 
■find the Geometrician La Place , the Aftronomcr 
La Lande, the Poetafter Cbenier, the Commen- 
tator of the Zodiac Dupuis , the Hiftorian of the 
mountains La Metberie , all confecrating their 
studies and their fcience to prove that God does 
jiotexift? Behold the Sed fmiling at their la- 
Jboursj for it is aware, that Athcifm wifl lbon an- 
G g 4 nihilate 



4 ** 


ANTISOCIAL COMStlAACY) 


.) 

1 

fi 


nihilate arts and fciences, as well as propettt Sad 
' fociety. Little does it concern itlelf whether thn 
greater part of the literati ftop ihort in the career 
of the myfteriesj for they are forwarding- the 

f views of the Se£t without knowing it, even where 

they have made their ftand. Its degrees .are pro* 

greffive, and it well knows that the fophifticatcd 

and atheiftical Jacobin will beget the diforganizipg . 

■ Jacobin* In the Lyceum, or adhering to Baboeuf 

• ' and Drouet, it beholds its offspring laborious 

; Atheifts profeffing its principks, and, in fhor^ 

; true Jacobins j and though this name fooukl for 

a rime be reje&ed with contempt, it will not for - 

•; get that the principles, and net the name, confti- 

tutes the difciple. Some are difguftcd with die 

firft confequences flowing from thefe principles, 

« and they Hop; while others complacently pro* 

* cccd to the laft. The Seft will therefore fix the 

former in its firft degrees j the latter are initiated 

in its ultimate myfteries ; and whether its agents 

are literati or brutes, it is of no confequence CO 

the Sett. In the French revolution it has always 

had the art to diftribute the different parts as it 

docs its degrees, and to vary them without eyer 

Frogref- lofing fight of its ultimate object. 

In its attack upon God, we have feen its in- 

in the traded Clergy, its Dcifts, and its Atheifts. The 

puts *&- fitft overturned the altars of the Catholic religion; 

td in the the fccond, of the Lutheran and Calvinift church, 
yevohu 

Sion. and 
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and of every religion adoring Chrift; and the 
third blafphemoufiy- proclaimed the non-exift- 
ence of a God. 

In the attack on monarchy the S eft has had fuc- 
C* flively its Neckerifts , its Fayetifis , its Conftitu - * 

tionalifts, . its Giron dim, its Conventionifts. Herein 
it is that the reader may obferve the Sett varying 
and gradually diftributing its parts to wind up the 
horrid fcene to the bloody cataftrophe. Here we 
fee thofe different aftors faithfully fulfilling the 
parts that had been diftributed to them. Syeyes 
pronounces that the tyrant {hall die : this tyrant is 
Lewis XVI. Neckcr feizes on him, and delivers 
-him i ver to the legiflative confpirators of the 
third order; La Fayette and Bailly, with the Con- 
ftituent Affembly, leave him but the fhadow of a 
fceptre and his royal robes rent afunder. They 
then deliver him up, after having taught the peo- 
ple to drag him ignominioufly from Verfailles to 
the Town-hall of Paris, from ' Varcnncs to the 
Thuilleries. The unfortunate monarch is now 
furrounded by banditti armed with pikes. Brijfot 
and his Girondins proceed in that career begun hy 
Necker and La Fayette , and find that with a mere 
breath the throne can be overturned; Lewis is 
then dragged from the Thuilleries to the Towers 
of the Temple. Robefpierre, Petion, and Marat, 

.Sire the next that feize oh his royal perfon; and 
from the Temple they hurry him to the fcaffojd. 

In 
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In this long concatenation of feditions, rebellions, 
and treafons, to the very confummation of die 
regicide, I fee various aftorsj but the guilt of all 
and each is equal. They are all agents in the 
confpiracy of Equality and Liberty; all proceed 
from the lame tenebrous recedes; all are Jacobins. 

In the confpiracy againft property and all lb* ' 
ciety the fame gradation and principles are to be 
obierved; and with a fimilar conftancy does the 
Seft tend toward the grand tdtimatum. The irre- 
ligious Sophifters of every clafs defpoil the Clergy; 
the Sophifters commoners plunder the Nobility; 
next come the fophifticated banditti, who lay 
violent hands on the riches of the merchant or 
the wealth of the commoner. Meanwhile the 
conquering Sophifters difplay the fpoils of foreign 
nations; and the atheiftical Sophifters at length 
break the laft tie of fociety. The former had 
only admitted one part of the myfteries ; the latter 
are willing to confummate them all. They will 
that property (hall not exift, either in the church, 
the nobility, the commoner, or in any mortal 
whatever. In virtue of their Equality, the earth 
is to be the property of none, the produce the 
property of all. In virtue of their Liberty, Con- 
dorcet refufes to obey a God, Briflbt to recognize 
a king, and Baboeuf to fubmit to a republic, to ma- 
giftrates, or to any governing power. And whence do 
all thefe men come ? All proceed from the J acobin 

club; 
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-club; they are the offspring of Hoi bach’s club, 
of the Mafonic Lodges, and of the Ulutnioizing 
Myfteries. Their natural parents are Voltaire, 

, Jean Jaques Roufleau, the Knights Kadojcb, and 
the Bavarian Spar locus. 

' Thus do we trace the difciples of the Seft per- 
petually aiming at the acoomplifhment of its 
myfteries; whether in their crimes and fucceis 
againft their God or againft their king, whether 
In their effays againft republics or the laft veftiges 
of lociety; every ftep in the French revolution 
demonftrates the adiviry of its adepts, brigands 
of every degree, purfuing its ultimate views. 
Indeed it has not yet accomplifhed all its defigns ; 
and may God grant that they may be foiled in the 
attempt! But let the mind of man calculate, if 
it be able, the crimes committed by the Sed, and 
the difafters that have already befallen France; 
and when it (hall have fucceeded in this calculation, 
will it dare venture to explore thofe entailed on 
futurity i Let the father of every family con- 
template, and infcribe on the threfhold of his houle, 
that threat of the adepts contained in the following 
fentence : The French Revolution is hut the fore- 
runner of a Revolution greater by far , and much 
'more folemn. 

That nations may be awakened to their danger, 
let us ftiow them that they are all, without excep- 
tion, menaced with fimilar misfortunes to thofe 

that 
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that have befallen France. Such is their file 
decreed- by the Seft in its Myfteriesi for their 
views are not confined to any particular people, 
but sum at all nations whatever. To fi&s, ■ there- 
fore, I will once more appeal; and my reader, 
ihall fee how perfectly they coincide with the Code 
of the Se& on the extent and univcrfality of its 
confpiracics. 


T 


T 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. xm. 

IMverfality of the Succtjs of 'the Seif explained iy 
the Univerfality of its Plots. 

Of all the phoenomena of the French Revolu- Sncceft 
tion, perhaps, the mod aftonilhing, and, unfor- of the 
cunately, the moil inconteftable, is, the rapidity J 860 *” 05 * 
of thofe conquefts that have already revolutionized 
a confiderable part of Europe, and menace the 
remainder of the univerfe. Nothing can be more 
furprizing than to fee the facility with which Ja- 
cobinifm has erected its ftandards, or planted the 
tree of Equality and dilbrganizing Liberty in 
Savoy, Belgium, Holland, on the Banks of the 
Rhine, in Switzerland, on the other fide of the 
Alps, in Piedmont, in the Milanois, and even at 
Rome. When I come to explain thefe phoeno- 
mena, I (hall not allow myfelf to be carried away 
by fyftem or by prejudice. I will confefs, that 
genius, bravery, and talents, have frequently 
wrefted the palm of vidtory. I candidly confefs, 
that many of their triumphs are due to men who 
by their courage and talents were entitled to ferve 
a better caufe. I will not difpute their glory with 

them ; 



fife aktssocux cMUrattcri 

them; let them entwine their laurels with the red 
cap; let their glory mingle with remorfe at the 
light of thofe vile Jacobins, and tyrannic Pen- 
tarques, in whofe defence they have rivalled their 
anceftors, who Ihone in the days of Henry IV. or | 
> |£j{‘“? u * Lewis XIV. Nevertfielels, in the career of their 
conquefb many points* and a large fhare of thdl 1 
fuccefles, are to be attributed to other caufes than 
to their valour. We have feen chiefs deftitute of 
experience or merit baffling the wiftlon* and tafena 
of heroes confummate in the military ait. Wf 
have feen the Carmagnole Bands, foldiers of k 
day, make their triumphant entry into whole pro^ 
vinces, while ah the difeipline of the combined 
legions of Auiftria, Hungary, and Pruflia, could 
not impede their progrefs; The military feience 
acquired by thofe veteran bands in camps and 
under the tuition of the greateft captains appears 
to have been ufelefs. In fpite of the arts of a 
Cohorn or a Vauban, citadels have fallen at the 
fight of the new conquerors ; ahd if a battle is 
fought, one only vidtory, or even a defeat, will 
acquire whole provinces to their new dominion, 
that would have coft long and painful campaigns 
to a Marlborough or a Turenne. Another prodi- . 
gy prefles on our notice. Theft Jacobin con- 
querors are received like brethren by the van- 
quilhed nations, and their legions are fwoln in the 
very places where thofe of any other Power 
7 would 
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would dwiiidle into nothing. They intpole the 
harfheft of yokes on their new fubje&s, are guilty 
of every Ipecies of extortion, devaftation, and 
facrilege, overturning all laws human and divine* 
yet are neverthclefs received with as loud accla- 
' (nations by the multitude, as if it was their Sa- 
viour that approached. Thele certainly are phe- 
nomena that the hiftorian would in vain attempt 
to illuftrate were he only acquainted with the 
vilible armies of the Sedt. To unfold thefe myf- i tS gene- 
teries, let us boldly declare it ; the Sedt and its. ral caufe * 
plots, its legions of fecret emiffaries, have every 
^here preceded the armies and their thunderbolts 
of war. It .had infefted. Hates with its principles 
long before it fent either its Picbegru's or Buona- 
parte's to attack them. Its means once prepared, 
traitors were to be found in the fortrefles to open 
the gates ; they were to be found in the armies, 
and in the councils of Princes, to render the plans 
of attack or defence abortive. Its fubterraneous 
Clubs, Lodges, Correfponding Societies, Journals, 
and Propagandas, had already difpofed the po- 
pulace and prepared the way. The day will come 
when nations Ihall have written the hiftory of this 
age. Does it not already appear, that each of them 
■ will have to dedicate many pages of that hiftory 
to unfold the treafons of which it has fallen a vic- 
tim, to enumerate the traitors that it has been ob- 
liged to punifh, or to deferibe the means employed 
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to avert the threatening ftorra. In order to pout 
out the main-fpring of aH diefe machinations; T 
Jhall turn back to thofe days-when the french Re- 
volution was firft riling into exiftence. 

The adepts of revolutionary Equality, and' Tit; 
berty had buried themfelves in the Lodges of 
Mafonry. At the commencethent of . the Revo* 
fution a manifefto is iffucd to all the Majonic Ledges, 
and to all the DireBories (who are to make the' 
proper ufc of it among all the brethren of Europe 
by the central Lodge of France, the Grand Orient 
of Paris, the fecond Areopage of Ilhiminifin. 
By tins manifefto, and in vittucf of fiaternity, “ all 
“ the Lodges are fummoned to confederate together. y 
“ to unite their efforts to maintain the revoke 
“ tion j to gain over to it, in all puts* friend* 
f‘ partisans, and protestors; to propagate the 
** flame, to vivify the ipirit, to excite zeal and 
“ ardor for it, in every Jlate, and by every means 
“ in their power This is an indifputable fad; 
it was fent even into England, where the Lodges 
were the leaft difpofed to fecond it. It was dif- 
perfed throughout the Lodges in Germany, and 
Jofeph II. got pofleflion of one flgned Philip rf 
Orleans*. 

Never did any government publifh an edift fo 
efficacious. Immediately all the adepts in their 

* See Hoffman’s Avis Important, Vol. I. Seft. XIX. 

8 public 
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public prints begin to cry up the revolution and 
its principles. In Holland Paulus publiihes his 
Treadle on Equality; Paine, in England, his 
Rights of Man ; Campe, in Germany, his French 
Cidzen; and PMc-Knigge even outdoes himielf 
in his ProfeJJion of Political Faith *. In Italy 
Gorani appears; in Ihort, every nation has its 
apoftle of Equality, Liberty, and Sovereignty of 
the People. Thcfe incendiary productions, with 
thoufands of others, are diftributed among the 
people, and are even thrown by Health into the 
cottages. Thefe were but the general means of 
the Sed. Men who delpife the powers of opi- 
nion, or of public error, may fmile at fuch revo- 
lutionary means; but great confpirators knew too 
well ho* to appreciate them. The tide of French 
Citizen now becomes their foie tide of Nobility; 
and Campe, Paine, and Cramer, with many others 
who diftinguilhed themfclves by their incendiary 
writings, are thus rewarded for their villany. Ob- 
icure Writers, but fanatic IUuminees, are called 


* This work alone might fuffice to prove, that if Philo- 
fcnigge did really abandon the Order of the IUuminees, he 
continued at lead to propagate their principles. Should the 
ceader wilh for a more ftriking proof, he wiU find it in the 
historical Eulogium upon him. Written by the Jacobin George 
Frederic Rehmann , who alfo wrote the Eulogy of Robefpierre. 
fSee his Scbitivucbte, Pol* 1 . Art. Knigce, and Francs* 
p*g* 89 ). 
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from the bottom of Germany, fuch as Ninth , 
Dor/cby Blau, to compile in Paris periodical pa- 
pers, that are to fpread the revolutionary enthu- 
lufm beyond the Rhine. They are furrounded by 
a Leuehfenring, a Rebmann , a Hcffinan y with many 
other adepts, who flocked to contrive the treafbns 
that were to extend their conquefts in thofe coun- 
tries where the other adepts were preparing the 
opinions. So well did they know the importance 
of being maflers of the public opinion, that to 
conquer it by means of their Propagandas, 
Journalifts, and other writers, they fpent no lels 
than thirty millions of Livres during the firft year 
of their incurfions and during 1797; they lavifhed 
twenty-one millions for the fame purpofe*. 

Plots that Let us then fellow the army, and combine its 

prepare 

the fuc- marches with the progrefs of the Sett and the 
mo:ions of its anoflles. Let us follow them into 

in Ger- Germany, into Belgium, Holland, Spain, in 
fliort, wherever its arms have triumphed , and 
we Hull then fee whether the revolution does not 
owe the ptogrefs of its arms as much to the oc- 
cult adepts, as to the courage of its victorious 
bands. 

• With refpeft to the 30,000,000, fee Dumourier’s Me- 
moirs ; and for the 2 1 ,000,000, that are included in the,ac- 
counts of this year, the ufe to which they were put, 
betrayed by one of thole deputies whom the Pentarqucs 
wilted to baniih to Cayenne. 


Of 
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Of all the French Generals no one, perhaps, 
Was ihore inflated with his fucccfles than Cuftine j 
-and certainly he had little reafon to expert them, 
as he was deftitute of thofe ulents and that intre- 
.pidity which denote the {great General. Never- 
thelcfs, Europe with aftonifliment beheld him in 
•lone campaign making himfeif matter of Worms, 
Spire, and even Mayence. But when Europe 
^ihall know how thefe conquefts -were 'prepared, 
‘its attonifhmen't will fubfide, and its indignation 
will arife againft the treacherous offspring of 
Spartac us- Weilh aupt. 

Condorcet, Bonneville, and Fauchet, had marie* 
*ed out each department of correfpondenee for their 
propagandas. Strafbourg was the center, or di- 
te&ory for the union and communication between 
the German and French adepts. The Chiefs of 
IHuminized Lodges, Stamm and Hycropbiles - Her- 
mann ; who, together with the Illuminee Dre- 
trich , has juftly obtained the furnamc of the Guil- 
lotiner of Alface, had diftinguilhed themfclves in 
that province and at Straibourg. Beyond the 
French frontiers the correfponding adepts for 
Worms and Spire are the Calvinift nunifter En- 
deman , the Syndic Bdiftrius-VzrtKsou, the 
Canon Cyril (of Alexandria) Schweickaad, Zeno 
( of 'Tbarfes ) Kobler, Lucius Apuleius-]-ANson, 
Virgiiius- H u l le n , the Canon Wincklemann, 
and particularly the Profeffor Bohmer at Worms. 

H h 2 Thefc 
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Thcfc adepts are in dofe connexion withdfe dud 
at Mayence, beaded t>y a man on whom thedft 
fence of the town was chiefly to depend, the Lkgj* 
tenaot-Colonel of Engineers Eickinm aysr, to- 
gether with Mettknich^ Binzil, Kolim^ - 
Vzdxkino, Blau, Hausxr, Forstir, FUtr^ 
and Nans. It is with regret that I folly the page, 
of hiftory with fuch names } but proofs are oecef- 
•fary, and perhaps no one more appofite can he 
adduced, than to fhow that the very names of the 
vileft traitors are known *• 

Long before this had all thefe adepts been oc- 
cupied with the plan of delivering up the left ^ank 
of the Rhjne and the fbrtrefs of Mayence to dp ; 
jacobins j they had been difpofing the minds of the 
inhabitants of the towns and country towards the 
revolution by the encomiums which they were con- 
tinually pronouncing on it. No fodner does Gi- 
ftine take the field, than his Aid-dc-Camp, frnce 
become his hiftorian, defcribes him as placing all 
his confidence in Stamm, the famous adept of 
Strafbourg. Soon after a deputation of the prin- 
cipal Illuminees invite Cuftine to advanco into At 
country, and allure him that by fo doing bo vri& 
meet the vtijbes of the majority of the inha bit ants- 
They added, that fbould be be uneajy as to tbe meet : 
off amounting certain apparent difficulties, they cedi 


• See Hoffman Avis Important, Sc&. xv. 
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aflitre him, that they and their friends had power 
enough to engage to remove them all ; that they were 
the organs of a numerous fociety entirely devoted to 
him, and actuated by the greateft zeal for his fuc~ 
cefs *• At the head of this deputation is the adept 
Bobmer ; and, together with Stamm, he is entruft- 
ed with the whole confidence of the General. 
Thefe adepts, in conjunction with the lubordinate 
deputies, now take the whole direction of the 
jacobin army j they lead it into Worms, and pro- 
pole next to carry it againft Mayence. Cuftinc is 
in a tremor at the idea of fuch an enterprize ; the 
adepts infift, and he at length refolves to let his 
'jtrmy proceed againit this bulwark of the empire. 
But at the very fight of its ramparts his fears feize 
Km again; the brethren footh him, and dictate 
the lummons that he is to fend to General Gim- 
nicb. The anfwer he receives makes him prepare 
for his retreat even before he had thought of an 
attack, when, lo ! during the night a letter from 
the brethren in Mayence to the adept Bobmer 
transforms his fears into hopes of fucceis. This 
letter ftated, that the friend who enjoyed all the 
confidence of the commander was determined to 
employ all bis influence to perfuade him of the impoffi- 
bility of defending the place * that the brethren had 
fo worked upon the inhabitants , that it would only 

* Cuftine’s Memoirs, Yol. I. Page 46, 47. 
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Died to' add * few mart threats ip cfeocp&fiiaK 
ipon* that was made. Faithful to hU m&ru£&M* 
Cuftine aflunxes the tone of a conqueror, whoher 
prepared a general afiauk, and- ia on die eae.eif 
delivering Mayence over to {ullage end Slid* 
furyr of the foldiery in calc of refinance*. % 
Jlluminized friend, or the Lieutenant-Colonel 
'Engineers Eickanmager , who * enjoyed- the whole 
confidence of the Commander, and. the 9 tm. 
Stair, the Pruffian Envoy, join to. their e (foresee 
prove to the Council of War that k was impp ffilh, 
to defend ther place (and this again#: an epepijr 
who bad not the means to attack it, and whp> was 
aflually determined to. take to flight fltoiild he' 
meet with refiftancr). The other brethren %read 
the alarm among the inhabitants. The fefVjfO 
Aj/dujar and his eleven hundred Auftrians are in- 
dignant, but in vain i the capitulation is figned, 
and Cuftine, with an army of 1 8,000 men, defti- 
tute of heavy artillery, trembling left he fhould 
not be able to make his retreat with fufikient 
fpeed fhould he but meet with refiftance, obtains 
pofleffion, within the fpace of three days, and 
without firing a fhot, of thofc very ramparts that 
had ftruck him with fo much terror. In fuch a 
manner are towns taken in which the Se£t predo- 
minates *. 

• Ibid. Vol.- I. Page 9*, and Dtfodoard’* Hifiory of the 
preach Revolution, Vol. I. Book II. No. 14. 

....... ' ■ . ^ Le t 
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Let the hiftorian follow Cuftine and his fuccef- 
lors to Francfort, and he will find in the neigh- 
bourhood of that town a principality of Ijenlourg ; 
he will there learn how the Sed can proted its 
adepts. Every part around this icnall principality 
had been ravaged ; but this little town was the 
feat of the Council for the Illuminees, where 
Pif/cb prefided. It was froqj this place that all 
the neceflary inftrudions were fcnt for the jacobin • 
army, which in return revered the fanduary of 
llenbourg, and even the lure of pillage couid not 
attrad the foldiery. But when Pitjch and his 
council difappt ar, the charm ceafes, and the fer- 
tile plains of llenbourg are ravaged *. 

The armies are overthrown and driven from confpira- 
Mayence ; but the union of the brotherhood does fX f ° r thc 

Lis-Kiie- 

not fuffer, and the Sed prepares new means of pane Re- 
fucctfs for the revolutionary army. Some of thefe P ubuc * 
confpiring adepts difappear for a time, and then 
return to Maycnce, while others aie received at 
Paris, there, in conjundion with the Pentarques, 
to de vi'.e new means for retaking that town, which 
now appea.s to bid defiance to all the Cuftines of 
the revolution i and foon uf:er Europe, with afto- 
ni(fcment, learns that Maycnce with the whole 
left bank of the Rhine is once more lubjeded to 
the revolutionary power. At firft it is the Cis- 

• Appendix to the Ultimate Fate of Mafonry, Page 17, 
and Memoirs. 

H h 4 Rhenane 
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Rhenane Republic, then it becomes a fimpie de- ' 
partment of the Parifian Republic. But the adepts 
ate to be recompenfed for having effeded by thdr 
black arts of Illuminifm, that which the Pen* 
tarques muft have defpaired of, notwithftanding the 
bravery of their troops. The profeffor MeRer- 
nicb had been employed as Dire&orial Commif&ry 
at Fribouig. Hoffman is now inftalkd Receiver 
General on die Rhine, with a (alary of fifty thou* 
fond livres. Rtbmatm , the panegyrift of Robef- 
pierre, is created head of the Cis-Rhenane judica- 
ture. We next find ading in concert with the 
above-mentioned, the Privy Counlellor to the 
Eledor of Cologn Kempis, and his cio-illuminees 
the Profoflbr Gerhard ; the Advocate fVatterfod, 
and the Artift Conrad-, and that my reader may 
know by what men revolutions may be brought 
about, I will name the taylor Brizen , the cobler 
Tbeiff in, the grocer Fliigel , the hair-drefler Brocket , 
and the alehoufekeeper Rhodius *. 

Confpira- Other plots of the Sed will bring us back to 
^..m Germany again ; but in the mean time Dumourier 

triumphs over the ftationary hero of Verdun, and 
flies to take poffeffion of Belgium. Let eternal 
darknefs hover round the machinations that gave 
this General more time to colled his fcattered 
troops than was fufficient for a vidorious army to 

* Memoirs on Mayence. 
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proceed to Paris, and deliver the unfortunate 
Lewis. Let no reader pretend to aflociate the 
reigning Duke ofBrunfwick with the brotherhood 
of the modern Spartacus. I have pofitive proof 
that he detefts them; I alfo know, that Frederic 
William III. has given various proofs, notwith- 
ftanding he may have been played upon by ano- 
ther fpecies of Illuminees, that he hated and ab- 
horred the diforganizing jacobins. But his coun- 
cils are under the dire&ion of other councils. 
\Bifcbofswerder was at Berlin ; Lticbefini held cor- 
relpondences ; the adepts are in the Dicaftcres (the 
Offices). Their influence is rnoft formidable, 
and the Sett has already declared, that it will be 
far Jironger when once in pojfeffiton of the Offices and 
Councils under the Prince, than if they had initiated 
the Prince himfelf. The day may come that will 
explain the enigma of this famous retreat made at 
the time when all Europe was at the height of ex- 
pectation, and daily awaited the lad accounts of 
its triumphs; meanwhile I fliall proceed to unfold 
myftcries that, hitherto unknown, have led us to 
view Dumourier as conquering Belgium in the 
fields of Jemappe. Here at lead the laurels are 
to be divided, for the conlpiring SeCt has borne a 
larger (hare in this conqued than his armies ; and 
it was in London, rather than at Jemappe, that 
the Audrian Netherlands were conquered. 


The 
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. The Sed had its Lodges in Brabant, ap^ ‘ 
dtrnotf had brought over his party to them.. He 
knew that the brethren fought tp reprefent <hf ' 
French, revolution in fuch colours as to tpake rfo 
people eager in its caufe* he was alio acquainted 
with thole Lodges that haxjl addrcffed the Natippsl 
Aflsrably, humbly petitioning for their te^phj^ 
donary. Equality and liberty. Vandenuot spy 
then in London, under the name of GehJ/fraiXf 
An emiflary from the Parilian dub, he was, pjp- 
lecuting his plots, together with Cbaqvelii t , Pm« 
gtrd D'Autun, N>el, Bomet, apd eight other 
adepts., lent to fpread the revolutionary principles 
in. England. Vandempot entrufted himfelf to pe^- 
ions with whofe principles he was not (ufi^eqjdy 
acquainted ; but they knew him well ; he betrayed 
his fecret, and thus the whole myftery is come to 
light. During the dilputes, and even warfare, 
carried on between the Belgians andjofeph II. the 
greater pa/t of them certainly had not the mod 
diftant idea of fubjeding their country to the re- 
volutionary principles of the Jacobins but the 
Sed had its partizans, and thefe adepts left no 
means untried to perfuade the people that the foie 
refource for recovering tbeir liberty was to unite 
with the French. “ 1 was well acquainted with 
«* thefe plans (faid Vandernoot to his confidant) ; 

« no fooner were we informed of what had palled 
« between the Duke of Brunfwyck andDumourier, 

** than 
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" than we immediately wrote to Paris and to the- 
** army. The mefienger brought ua back the. 
" plan of the campaign, and a copy of the mani- 
** feftothat Dumourier was to publifh on his en-. 
** try into the Low Countries. I few that the plan. 
** had been exactly copied from that followed by 
’ ** Cuftine in his extortions in Germany. I. fore- 
** few that fuch a plan would appal all the efforts 
" of our people, and would only ierve to league 
** the inhabitants againft the French, whereas if 
“ they would but follow my ideas, derived fron\ 
" the knowledge I had of that people, and of their 
“ difpofitions, I would anfwer for their feconding 
** the French invafion, and that it would infallibly 
*f turn out fuccefsful. At the rcqueft of Chau- 
** velin and Noel, I drew up the plan to be fol- 
" lowed, and wrote the manifefto that was to be 
“ publiflied, framing it according to the local 
“ knowledge and experience I had acquired ; and 
the whole was immediately fcnt off to Paris. 
** They were both adopted on the fpot. Du- 
“ mourier did not change a fyllable of the mani- 
“ fcfto that I had written in Portmatt Square. The 
** people, gained over by our agents, and by 
** this manifefto, threw themfclves into our arms, 
“ and Flanders was taken.’* 

No reader can ox pc A that I (hoy Id name the 
perfons to whom Vandernoot had thus opened his 
plans; of this wu$h> howevyr, I can a.fiure the 

public. 
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— public, that the whole was laid before thejmini- 
ftrjr, who for a time fuffered Noel, Vandernoot; 
and their accomplices to remain m London, but 
keeping a clofe watch over them until they were 
lent elfewhere to confpire, and profecute their 
vile machinations, againft nations that they dared 
not meet in the open field. 

•h ^ ext to c ^ c conqueft of Belgium came that of 

Holland} and with equal aftoniihment has Europe 
feen the formidable bulwarks of that republic 
falling at the approach of the Jacobin armies. 
Here again we muft refort for the caufc to die 
dark recefles of the Se&. The apoftles of IUumi- 
nifm had been labouring in Holland ever fince 
the year 1781 *. The immenfc fums of money 
drawn from thofe countries were not the only 
fuccefies of the Sett. The Stadtholder had al- 
ready learned, to his coft, how much they could 
envenom fadlion and fedition j the French revo- 
lution then came to raife their expectations and 
ftimulate their labours. The Low Countries had 
for a fecond time received their Jacobin conquer- 
ors. The Englifh army fell back to the frontiers 
of its ancient ally to vindicate its liberties from 
the attempts of the enemy. Its efforts, however, 
are ufelcfs, for Holland no longer wills the liberty 
of the true patriot, it wills that of the Jacobin. 
Its wifhes fhall foon be complied with ; the bre- 

• Original Writings, and Philo’s Report. 
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thren of Paris lhall dilate the law in Amfterdam, 
and lhall feize on its riches ; the commerce of 
Holland lhall be annihilated ; its colonies wrefted 
.from it; and foon lhall it rank among the powers 
of Europe, only as the firft Have of the Gallic 
Fentarques. No matter. Let Pichegru approach, 

. for he is the object of their wilhes ; and the de- 
fenders of their true liberty may feek their iafety 
in retreat ; for the countries which they wilh to 
defend are replete with plots againft them and 
confpiracies in favour of the revolution. In Am- 
fterdam alone the Seft has no lefs than forty clubs, 
and each club has the direction of two hundred 
revolutionifts. The cleft of thefe clubs form two 
committees, the central and the correfponding 
committees ; and this latter holds correfpondence 
with brethren both within and without the terri- 
.tories of the republic. Thefe arc fubjeft to a 
fupreme council, the true Areopagites, whofe re- 
folves are tranfmitted to the difperfed brethren. 

. Perfons who watched over the public welfare have 
afted the parts of alfociates in hopes of diving 
into the myfteries ; but the ferutators at Amfter- 
dam were as crafty as thofe of Munich, and thefe 
adepts could never penetrate beyond the firft my- 
fteries, while other clubs were compofed of men 
well jenown by the Seft to be the firmeft advocates 
. for Jacobin Equality and Liberty. 

Deputies from Leyden are delegated to the cen- 
tral committee ; and the brotherhood at Leyden 

had 



ANTISOCIAL COiftH»rACT ) 

-Mad gfrattirprogrefs 1 in ; pfopOttujn,'btfth < &i . 

nbmbers land (edition, than it had at A ttfo tfral fc . • 
The adepts' 6f Utikcbt ^ere ftifltnofe 
■yblutiohifts than either. ThevigHan'ceof goj^' 
rtjent, and the neighbburhobd of' the amliCs/hldl 
piitthem toflight j the chiefs, howeyer, afl£ftil6£fa 
together in country-hbufes, and their ddiberatibdt 
%trt tranfmitted .to the AreOpagc At AuftettM. 

. . * Rotterdam appeared to be neuter ; but it *WS! 

a neutrality that only, waited the propitious hfo- 
- inent for declaring in favour of Jacobin ifita. . TSfe 

. •minifter and adept Mareux had made the cOii- 
queft bf three fourths of the inhabitants of 
•Naafdpi. The commiflary Aiglam would hath 
been reftlefs had he known of a Angle inhabitant 
of tiaarltin that was 'not devoted to die adepts tf 
Amfterdam *. 

The better to conduct the proceedings of ; die 
faction, the French convention had lent a fecret 
agent of the name of Malabar to refide at Amfter- 
dam j he had two acolytes, called l' Archevlqut 
■and Aiglam. At once enjoying the confidence Of 
Pichegru ( then advancing with his vi&orioils army) 
: and of the rebels in the interior, Malabar never 
•appeared buc at the meetings of the Areopagites, 
'where he diftated the refolves. L’Arcbeveque 
•and Frejine were employed in carrying on the 
correfpondence with Pichegru. In Amfterdam add 

* Extract of a Secret Memorial, written a few months be* 

‘ fore the invafion of Holland. 

Haarlem 


I 
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Haarlem digtam was infpe&or-general of the fub- 
terraneous arfenals whither the brethren were to 
flock for arms on the fignal given. Should they 
ftand in need of the proteftion of the magiftracy, 
the aciept DeaelU was burgomafter. If funds were 
Wanting, the counting- houfes of Sexier, Coudere , 
and Rottereau, are open to them, be fide the trea- 
iures of the Jew Spcrtas , a moft vehement revo- 
lutionift. Among the clubifts the adepts Gulcber 
and Lapeau diftinguifh themfelves, as do Latour 
'and Pe^iJJe among their armourers. Next in 
quell of enthufiafts who lhall declaim to the po- 
pulace, we meet the adepts Termacbe, Lekain , 
Mullner, Schneider, and many others. On their 
’general roll-call they count 40,000 men ready to 
march out to meet the advancing Jacobins, or to 
charge in the rear the armies of the allies, and 
thole legions that might Hill remain faithful to 
their duty. Nothing now was wanting but a ge- 
neral ‘capable of directing their march ; and Eu- 
Jlace was lent from Paris.— On a fudden the vigi- 
lance of the Englifh minifter and of the Duke of 
York feemed to have counteracted this confpira- 
cy, that had been fo well concerted ; and the go- 
‘ vernment was informed of the whole plot. Ma- 
labar, the hero of the myfteries. La -four , Fre- 
Jine, and about thirty more confpirators, were 
arrelled j even Euftace was among the prifoners, 
and all true citizens thought themfelves delivered 
from the Jacobin fcourge. Proclamations were 
7 ifliicd. 
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i fflicd, forbidding any meetings of clubs under - 
any pretext whatever ; but, in defiance of the 
magiftrates, the clubifts publilh a counter-pro- 
clamation, inviting the brethren to take arms, 
and rather to die than abandon their clubs. In 
vain does the Englilh general demand that theft 
perfons fhould be delivered up to him, that he 
might fecure their perfons ; the Sett even fucceed- 
ed in getting the American minifter to reclaim 
Euftace, under pretence that he was a fubjett of 
the United States. Th^ others are brought to 
trial, and are condemned to be exiled into thole 
very towns by which the Jacobin army was to 
enter the republic, and Willemftadt, Breda, Ber- 
genopzoom, Nimeguen, Gorcum, Utrecht, and 
Amfterdam, fall, juft as Mayence had done be- 
fore them. Moft certainly, had Pichegru no other 
claims to military glory than this conqueft, he 
might, with Dumourier and Cuftine, write, c 7 came, 
I Jaw, and 1 conquered but it was becaufe, in 
place of enemies to combat, I found none but 
adepts to embrace’ *. 

In Spain. Means of another fpecies will explain the tri- 
umphs of che Sett in Spain. The brave Ricardo 
had reftorcd the Caftilians to their ancient valour; 
he had threatened to retaliate on the captive Ja- 
cobins, for the cruelties exercifed on the French 
emigrants that fell into their hands. The A qua 
Tophaua immediately liberates the Sett from fo 

* Extract of a Secret Memorial, 
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fierce an enemy j he dies by poifon. The bul- 
warks of Spain fall like thofe of Holland at the 
approach of the legions of Equality and Liberty. 
Reddeleon fells the fortrefs of Figueras for a 
million of livres. He values his treafon too high- 
ly, and going to Paris he receives his million in 
afiignats, then only worth 48,000 livres. He 
complains, and in compenfation is fent to the 
guillotine, for the Sedfc need not buy traitors at fo 
exorbitant a price. His treachery, however, left 
Spain at the diferetion of the Jacobins. That un- 
happy country fought to buy peace, and for a 
time it is fuflfered to enjoy a truce j but every 
thing feems to denote, that the brethren have 
made a fufficient progrefs to leave the talk of ef- 
tablifhing the reign of Equality and Liberty to 
the adepts of the interior, without referring to 
arms. 

In Portugal the adepts dare not as yet throw In 
off the mafk ; but at feme future day the Court Portu 2 aI - 
may judge proper to publifh the correfpondence 
found among the papers of the Brabanter Segre. 

' This propaganda had been thrown into the pri- 
fons of Lifbon. The brethren had not forgotten 
the doftrine of the patet exit us ; they fend a mattrefs 
to the prifoner, and a razor is concealed within 
it. The wretched Segre underftands the meaning 
of -the Seft, and the next morning is found wel- 
tering in his blood on this very mattrefs. 

Vol. IV. I i It 
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It tranfpircd, however, that the confjpiracf hi 
which he had engaged aimed at nothing kit duo 
the deftru&ion of the royal family, and the total 
overthrow of the ftate. It was further aflnitcdl 
that a correfpondence between him and the Ptvact 
&f Peace was_found among his papers, and that the 
Spanish minifter, informed of his arrcft, immedi- 
ately claimed it j but the court of Portugal re* 
turned for anfwer, w That fince God had in his 
goodnefs preferved the ftate from the greateft 
misfortune with which it had ever been threaten* 
cd, her Moft Faithful Majefty would only treat of 
this bufinefs with his Catholic Majefty himfelf.” 
But even fhould this fadl be well authenticate^ 
are we hot fufficiently aware of the intrigues of 
the Soft i Does it not frequendy procure fecrct 
commiffioos from minifters, and then, under pre- 
tence of tranfatting the bufinefs of that ftatr, 
profecute the moft villanous plots ? It is fufiirient 
for us to have Ihown the Seft confpiring in Portu- 
gal ; the public papers deferibe it as confpiring in 
like manner at Turin and at Naples. 

At Here again the fecrecy of courts has debarred 
Naples. us f rom t he details. At Naples atteftations 
were taken refpe&ing the guilty, and the proofs 
were acquired. . By the orders of his Majefty, all 
the documents relating to the confpiracy had been 
collected and compiled by a magiftrate of great 
merit and known integrity, Mr. Rey, the fame 

perfon 
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perfon whom Lewis XVI. had intended for mi- 
nifter of the police of Paris. From thefe it ap- 
peared, that many noblemen had been led to join 
in a confpiracy againfl: the royal family, while 
the occult adepts of this confpiracy were to make 
away with thefe fame noblemen, immediately after 
'the definition of the royal family. The King 
and the Queen of Naples both chofe to (how 
their clemency to the chief confpirators, and ra- 
ther let them preferve life in confinement, than 
lend them to the fcaffbld, which mud hare been 
the inevitable confequence of a public trial. The 
policy that has buried in darknefs. the details of 
this confpiracy, has not, however, deprived us 
of this proof of the tiniverfality of the confpira- 
cies of the Seft. 

In purfuit of its plans, the Se& marches trium- In all Ita- 
phantly to Milan, Venice, and Rome. Its armies armies 
entered Italy with Buonaparte, even more defli* ofprinces. 
tute of every thing that can enfure viftory, than 
thofe which had entered Germany under the com- 
mand of Cuftine. But numerous legions flocked 
to their ftandards •, and the banks of the Po, if 
we except Mantua, are as well prepared for the 
revolution as were thofe of the Rhine. This will 
ceafe to be a matter of furprife to thofe who will 
refleft that Weifhaupt had fent his apoftles thither, 
and that Knigge and Zimmerman had long flnee 
lioafted of the progrefs of the illuminizing rc- 

I i a cruiters 
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cruiters in thofe parts* Jf we turn back to their 
reports, we fhall find that the Maionic Lodges 
had, like thole of Germany, been initiated into 
the laft myfteries j and the triumphs of Buona- 
parte will be found to be not more aftonilhUig 
than thole of Cuftine. Were it neceflary to ex- 
plain how the valour of the Archduke duties, 
or of the veteran bands of Auftria, was rendered 
fruidefs when in pre fence of the Jacobin troops; 
whence it arole that the faftnefles of countries 
could fcarcely lerve the wifdom of a prince lo 
worthy of being the leader of heroes; it would 
not be fufficient to lay, that the adjutant-general 
Fijber was accufed of having received one thou- 
iand pounds a month from the Pentarques ; or, 
that, to ftifle all prolecurion, and baffle any at- 
tempt that might be made to induce him to. dif- 
cover the number or quality of his accomplices, 
he had recourfe to that grand means of Illumi- 
nifm the Patet exit us > and poifoned hitnfelf. No; 
the reader muft reflect, that the Seft had long 
fince been educating its adepts for the armies, 
procuring pofleflion of the Dicaftcres, and thus 
preparing for a future day, when they foreiaw 
that treachery and cowardice would ferve them 
in the armies of princes*. 

Need 

• Juft at this (beet was going to the prefs a publication, 
entitled Lu Nntveawc Inttrets dt P Europe, fell into my hand* 

ui j 



HISTORICAL PART. 48$ 

Need we explain why the revolutionary legions At Rome, 
proceeded to Rome ? Certainly but little refinance 
could be made there. An aged pontiff railing up 
his hands to heaven, offering up his prayers for 
the peace and welfare of the faithful, makes 
every facrifice, that of his faith excepted, in hopes 
of mollifying the obdurate hearts of thofe barba- 
rians. Buonaparte, no ft ranger to his virtues, 
feigns a veneration for them. But Pius VI. is the 
chief of that religion of Chrift which the Sedt has 


and the following pa flage appeared to me fo very applicable 
to our fubjeft, that I have extradled it : €€ The Emperor has 
•* been blamed for figning the preliminaries of Leoben, on 
44 the 18th of April 1798. This certainly appears to have 
" been done precipitately; bat are thofe who blame him 
44 acquainted with the reafons that induced him to take that 
44 Hep? The Emperor had been informed by bis Brother , 
44 the Archduke Charles, of the had difpoftiom of a great part <f 
44 the officers of bis army of Italy . He knew that both at Fe- 
44 rona and Padua they affeded to imitate the French in their 
44 difcourfe, manners, and fentime nts ; it feemed as if they needed 
44 hut the tri-coloured cockade to make the femblance complete • 
44 He was aware that they fled in the mofl critical moment of an 
44 option ; fo that, in Jpite of excellent generals, of a well op- 
44 pointed ft a ffy and of the braweft men, be was always obliged 
49 to retire . He may perhaps have conceived that he was be- 
44 trayed by thefe fame officers ; for it is well known, that • 
44 Buonaparte, in an unguarded moment, declared, that the 
44 Auflrian army cofl him more than his own l 9 Trans. 
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fwom to crulh, add Rome is th^ centre pf it * m 
From the very firft moment of the revolution the 
adepts had made no fecret of $he}r hatred agaipft 

t ( 

* When the Author puUiihed hit Firft Volume, or And* 
chriftian Confpiracy, in the beguiling of 1797, and posi- 
tively declared, •• the total overthrow of Ckriftmmty to be 
** the objeft of the Se&,” hit afthxthm wit orach cavilled a| 
by thole who were eager that this nation Humid not give 
credit to an author who was about to lay open the tenehroip 
ramification* of this univer&l confpiracy ; others again wese 
nude to believe, that the Se& only aimed, at reforming what 
they chofe to ftyle the errors of the Church of Rome, These 
Call my reader’s attention to an event that has juft taken place, 
and he may them judge whether tip author was correct when 
he laid* that the total overthrow of Chriftiani(y was the objeft 
of the Se&* In the Propagator 6 Brumaire, Year y (or 15th 
O&l 1798)1, we read, “The following is the diftribntion of the 
“ edifices (of worfoip) for the ufe of the citizens of Paris, as 
determined by the central adminiftration of the Seine.** 
Paris is divided into twelve Wards, in lieu of parifhc*, each 
having the following churches annexed to them, and which are 
in future to be called Temples : “Ift. Ward— The church of St. 
«• Philip du Roule confecrated to Concord ... II. The church of 
“ St. Roche to Genius . III. St. Euftache to Agriculture . IV. 
«« St. Germain-L’Auxerrois to Gratitude . V. St. Lanrence 
u to Old Age . VI. St* Nicolas in the Fields to Hymen . VII. 
“ St. Merry to Commerce . VUI. St. Margaret to E<*u amty 
<< and Liberty. IX. St. Gervais to Youth. X. St. Thomas 
“ of Aquinas to Peace . XI. St. Sulpice to YiBory. XII. St, 
“ James-du-haut-pas to Benevolence , St. Medard to Labour , 
“ and St. Stephen on the Mount to filial Piety. 9 * This needs 

no comment, when in the hands of a Chriftian reader. 

Trans. 

Rome 
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Rome and its pontiff. I was prefent when Cer- 
rutti infolently accofted the Secretary of the 
Nuncio at Paris, faying with a fneer, “ Take 
“ good care of your Pope ; take good care of 
** this one, and embalm him after his death j for 
“ I tell you, and you may be certain of the fa<£t, 
“ that you will never have another.” This pre- 
tender to prophecy little thought that he would be 
the firft of the two to appear before the tribunal 
of that God who had promifed that the gates of 
hell fhould never prevail againft his church. But 
the Knights-Kadoftb, who had fworn the death 
of Kings and of the chief Pontiffs, ftill furvived j 
as alfo that multitude of adepts who had long 
fince been fmoothing the way for the legions of 
Impiety. Long fince had Rome been the objeft 
of their confpiracies j adepts of every fpecies 
flock thither j and, in fpite of every authority, 
the pupils of Caglioftro open their Mafonic Lodges 
in that capital. The Illuminees of Sweden, Avignon, 
and Lyons, there unite in the mod fecret and moll 
monftrous of Lodges, and form the moll terrible 
tribunal for Kings ; that, in fhort, which pointed 
out the Sovereign that was to fall, named the 
aflaffin, prepared the poifons, or fharpened the 
dagger ♦. 

Many 



* Should the hiftorian of the aflaffination of Guftavus of 
Sweden not be a fufficient voucher for the exigence of this 
' X i 4 tribunal. 
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Many of Wci(haupt*» adepts were alio to be' 
found in Rome, who had been initiated by Zim- 
merman ; and the reprefentadve of a King inxfnh' 
their efforts againll the altar. The Spanilh Mb-’ 
narch is tottering on his throne, at the very tune 
when the public papers deforibe Dote Azara, hk 
■ ambaflador at Rome, felicitating die jacobins on ' 
their coming to drive the Sovereign Pontiff 1 from 
his capital. Buonaparte may fend his Lieutenants i 
their triumph will be eafy, for fhame alone could 
impede their progrefs ; "but they have (tiffed every 
feeling, and feoff at the very idea of the rights of 
nations, as well as at the overwhelming with affliction 
an aged pallor turned of fourfeore. The upright 
man and compaffionate heart might (hed tears at 
fuch a fight; but the Jacobin, callous to every 
feeling, will leap with joy, and the Pentarques 
will compare their ignominious conqueft to die 
llorming of ancient Rome by Brennus and his 
Gauls. Next in the feries we (hall turn our eyes 


tribunal, (Seft. IV.) it is, however, an undoubted fafl, that 
the Se£l had moll powerful advocates at Rome ; for the Nun- 
cio at Avignon, having ordered the llluminee Per turn and 
his adepts to leave the country in the fpace of one month, 
they procured from Rome a counter-order (real or forged) 
permitting them to flay. This buhnefs was followed up at 
Rome by the arrellation of an adept, which threw the adepts 
of Avignon into feats that were only removed by the re<« 
volution. 


to 
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to a conqueft long fince announced in the Lodges 
of the Templars, Roficrucians and Knights Ka- 
dofch, who had all fworn vengeance againft Malta ; 
and the fetal day is now come. 

Left indignation might caufe their fecrets to be At MaJta * 
difcovered, the crofs of Malta had for a long time 
been a badge of exclulion for thofe bold Knights 
from the threlhold of the.Mafonic Lodges. New 
arts will be now employed to render their courage 
ulelefs. The adepts have made ufe of the feme 
artifice againft Malta which they had employed 
againft the church. So far, feid they, from break- 
ing off all connection with thefe Knights, let our 
adepts become members of the Order; through 
their means we lhall become mafters of that 
Ifland that would proudly bid defiance to our com- 
bined hoftile efforts both by fea and land. Letters 
from the virtuous and honourable part of that 
community had already prepared us for the ca- 
taftrophe that has fince befallen them ; they had 
complained that falfe brethren, particularly of the 
Spaniih and Italian tongues, had gained admittance 
among them. In the perfons of Dolomieu , Bo/re- 
dm, and the cowardly Hompe/tb, may the Seft be 
laid to have reigned. Buonaparte appears ; and, 
as if the Seft wifhed to lhew Europe how it can 
carry the mod aftonifhing works of nature and 
art by treafon alone, it did not even give the con- 
spirators a cloak for their treachery by the fern- 

blance 
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bfcuice of 4 ficge. The adepts of the exterior fix* ' 
* ternize with thole of the interior and thus do We- 
learn thatthe feerctarins of the Sedt are more ter<| 
rible than the fire of the embattled legions. Let dte: 
> here of Malta fet fail for Alexandria: There he will 
alfo find adepts that await his arrival : Then willdt 
Sublime Porte learn how to value thofe rich prefenH - 
lent by the revolutionary tribe, all ftokn from the • 
royal treafury of die crown; it will underfiaad 
why fuch immenfe fums of money were fquahdcr- 
ed in its. capital, to boy the neutrality of the 
Divan, and thus to enable the Sed to wreft from 
its dominion its more diftant provinces: It will 
learn, that the Apoftles of the Se& were, during 
its political lethargy, fiealing along the' coafts of 
Africa, and penetrating even into Alia. 

Conft 1 was lt: Conftantinople particularly that the 

tinople Sett was to be careful in the choice of its adepts 
Eait m *** an< ^ propagandifts, and to adapt each perfon’s 
miflion to his talents. To fpread the dottrines of 
Equality and Liberty throughout the ftateS that 
had long fince been fubjetted to the dominion of 
the Crefcent, it was neceffary to find men well ac- 
quainted with the language, manners, interefb, 
and the various intercourfe of thole different na- 
tions. In the perfon of the author of the Tableau 
de I’Empire Ottoman , or Mouradgea d'Hobfon , a 
Greek by birth, formerly internuncio, and fince 
ambaflador from Sweden to the Sublime Porte, 

the 
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tbt Se& found all the requifites for fuch an under* 
talcing. At firft, he did not appear to be fan* 
gotnc in their caufe } large Aims of money, and 
penfions then at the difpofition of the Committee of 
Public Safety , (as we are informed by our Me* 
moire) at length difpel any further fhew of reluc* 
lance : On his return to Conftantinopic, Mouradgea 
places himfclf at the head of the Jacobin miffion- 
nries for the Eaft. He was greatly indebted for 
the acquirements that had thus prepared him for 
)iis new revolutionary career to a Mr. Ruffin, who 
commenced his career as a teacher of languages in 
Paris.; was afterwards an afiociate with the Baron 
Tott in Crimea j then attached to the French cm* 
batty at Conftantinople ; afterwards employed in 
the Admiralty at Verfailles; and finally became 
Profefibr of the Oriental Tongues at the College 
Royal. For a long time Mr. Ruffin refitted every 
temptation to betray the Royal caufe j for he was 
indebted to the king for his education, and for his 
elevation to be Knight of the Order of St. Michael. 
Similar inducements, however, make him forget 
his obligations to his king, and he becomes the 
co-adept of Mouradgea at Conttantinople. Ltffeps, 
» young man, and one of the few furvivors of La 
Peroufe, was alfo animated by fendments of gra- 
titude for Lewis XVI. ; but, feduced by the two 
apottles, he joins them, and, under the direction 
•f this triumvirate, one part of the fubaltern 

agents 
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agents diffeminate their do&rines among #f .{ 
people of Conftanrinople, while* others (jml < 
themfelves throughout Afia, travel into- Fciffc 
and to the Indies. Others again preach- thait 
rights: of man in the Levant, while th? unfed 
forces of the Seft make their defiant on the QpiC 
of Egypt, and teach the Ottoman Court the iM 
effects of having negkfted to cruflr the firft dantl 
ings of the Sedfc. 

But a very few years prior to the French revo- 
lution, the Turks abominated Mafonry, as tnaoh 
as the inhabitants of the Eaft did the Manichsc*» 
for many centuries. • The Ottoman court would 
not have fufFered any French Religious to have 
remained at Jerufalem, had it not known that * 
was their conftant rule to nefufe to admit any per* 
fon known to be a Fremaftn to viGt the holy 
places that were under their care. There was 
even an agreement between the Sublime Porte and 
the Court of France, by which the Superior of 
thefe Religious might and was obliged to difmifs 
from the Levant any French Conful that fliould 
dare to eredt a Mafonic Lodge ; and I have 
learned from a Religious who was on that million 
for feven years, that the Superior had (bmetimes 
exerciied this authority. But the revolution has 
annihilated fuch precautions, as well as many 
others. The Propagandas have eroded the Me* 
diterranean with their new-fangled doftrines •, they 

have 
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have found brethren in the French merchants, 
who, under pretence of meeting with friends in 
.all countries, had got themielves initiated in the 
:myfteries, and hence they needed not Lodges to 
( be recognized. 

The fucceiTes of the brotherhood in France in Africa} 
inflamed the zeal of the brethren in Africa; and 
die very manner in which the Directory an- 
nounced die progrefs of Buonaphrte in Egypt 
fufficiendy denotes the arts that had been em- 
ployed by the emifiaries of the Se£t previous to 
his arrival. Should he not (like Pichegru) fall a 
vi£Hm to the jealoufy of the Pentarques, or (more 
lucky than Brueys) efcape the purfuits of a fecond 
Nelfon, he will on the coafts of India meet with 
other brethren, who in the Malabar tongue are 
circulating the Rights of Man , Equal and Free, 
and thole jaf the Sovereign and Legiflative People. 

The Englilh General who took Pondicherry feized 
both the types and prefles employed in diffemi- 
nating the principles of the Seft and their revolu- 
tionary produdtions. 

As the plague flies on the wings of the wind, 
fo do their triumphant legions infe& America. 

Their apoftles have infufed their principles into 
the fubmiflive and laborious negroes; and St. 
Domingo and Guadaloupe have been converted 
info vaft charnel houfes for their inhabitants. So 
numerous were the brethren in North America, 

¥ that 
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that Philadelphia and Bolton trembled, left their 
fifing cmftitution Jbould be obliged to make way fir 
that of the great club -, and if For a time the brother 
hood has been obliged to ihrink back into their 
hiding places, they are ftill fufficiently numerous 
to raife collections and tranfmit them to the in- 
furgents of Ireland ; thus contributing toward 
that fpecies of revolution which is the objett of 
their ardent wifhes in America*. God grant that 
the United States may not learn to their colt, 
that Republics are equally menaced with Monar- 
chies ; and that the immenfity of the ocean is but 
a feeble barrier againft the univcrfal confpiracy of 
the Sett ! 


* See Irilh Report, No. XIV. — At Quebec, July 7, 1797, a 
man of the name of David M'Ltan was tried and condemned 
to fuffer on the aift of the fame month, being convi&ed of 
having come into Canada, under the difguifc of a merchant, 
with a view of raiftng the people againft the Government, 
and to deliver over the colony to the French. He had taken 
all the neceffary fteps ; the oath of fecrecy, pikes, and other 
arms, were to be delivered to the people. The brethren at 
Montreal and Quebec were by the next fpring to prepare the 
way for an army of 10,000 men that was to be brought over 
in a French fleet, and attack both thefe towns at the fame 
time. Mr. Adet, the French Minifter at Philadelphia, was 
implicated in it ; thus do the Pentarqucs convert their em- 
bafladors into the ringleaders of the confpiring bands where- 
ever they are received ; this may be fa id to be one of the 
marking features of Jacobiaiiia. 


The 
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. The triumphs of the brotherhood at Geneva* 
at Venice* in Holland, and at Genoa, are demon- 
ftrarive proofs that it is not at Monarchs alone 
thattheadeptsof the Sett aim. their blows. Nations 
niuft alfo learn, that, whether Monarchies or Re- 
publics, they are all to be comprehended within 
the revolutionary vortex ; and that neither friend- 
fhip, alliance, nor the mod paflive obedience, 
can make the favage confpirators relent. 

In vain did the Swift Cantons in fome fort“Swh- 
' forget the dignity of their anceftors ; they were 
filent under the humiliating treatment of their 
brethren at Aix, the butchery of their troops at 
Paris, and the violation of the mod facred treaties 
even on their own territories. They bore with 
reGgnation the infults perpetually offered to them 
by the Jacobin dittators, who would lometimes 
deign to mingle affurances of fraternity and pro- 
mifea of peace with their outrages. While the 
armies of the Sett were ravaging the neighbouring 
countries, it would lull the credulous Swifs into a 
fatal fecurity by their cant of fraternity and af- 
fettion » but in the mean time the adepts were 
labouring in the mountains. Weifhaupt had made 
many converts in thofe parts ; and a fwarm of II,- 
himinecs flocked thither from the Univerjity of 
Gottingen, all ready to profecute the views of the 
Sett. Febr, curate of Nidau, and after him Bugg, 
correfponded with the brotherhood in Germany ; 

7 and 
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and the moment was approaching when ; he was 
about to receive the price of his zeal by being 
eledcd thief of the .revolutionized Canton of 
Argau *. At Lucern Pjffir, at Bern fPafs t at 
Bade Ocbs, prefided over the clubs of Equally 
and Liberty. By various artifices, the Jacobins 
had formed a party of ninety-two in the great 
council of Berne. The Pentarque Rcwbel feat as 
auxiliaries from Paris, Mamgaxd, Maxgourit, and 
Gxyci; and in Switzerland (as in Holland and at 
Mayence) fecret correfpondence and fccret foci* 
eties were preparing the way for the armies of foe 
Sed. Thus was the fate of Switzerland to be 
fimilar, and an equal fhare of glory to redound 
to the vidors f. 

ir. Swe- Yet there are monarchies (bill in exiftence, not* 
dcn J withftanding all the efforts of die Sed. True; 
but, if we except Denmark, whofe neutrality ap- 
pears to be of too great fervice to the Sed, for it 
to think of deftroying that kingdom at prefent, what 
other country is there in Europe that has not been 
expofed to the machinations of the Sed? Gufta- 
vus III. fell beneath the blows of an Ankarftroem; 
but this affaffin had come from the great Parifian 
club. Thofe very perfons who wifh to ifolate 
this murder tell us, that adepts had declared, that 

• Private Notes on Switzerland, 
f See the Hiftory of this Revolution by Mallet da Pan. 
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they knew of the projected murder of Gujlavus befort- 
band, and that all Europe knew of it. Who are 
thefe men that were To well informed throughout 
Europe, if not thofe adepts to whom the Se£fc 
nad made known their determinations againft a 
Prince whofe activity could give them little hopes 
of retrograde movements when he was about to 
fight the enemies of monarchy ? When thofe 
fame writers call fufpicionson the Duke of Suder - 
mania , they ground their attack on his being Grand 
Majler of the Swedijh Lodges , as Orleans was in 
France. They further fubllantiate their charge 
on the multitude of illuminized Mafons that are 
fptrad all over Sweden, and on the horror of their 
myfteries. Is not that telling us, that Ankar- 
ftroem was but a mere inftrument of the Se<5t, 
which, in recompence for his regicide, erefted 
ftatues to him in the Club of the Jacobins ? I 
will hereafter fhow that the adepts had previous 
knowledge of this foul deed, and that it had even 
been clearly exprefied in the public papers. But 
at prefent let us turn our eyes toward Ruflia. 

On the death of Lewis XVI. the Empreft of 
Ruflia ordered that all the French within her do- 
minions Ihould take the oath of fidelity to the 
lawful heir of the Bourbons, and renounce all 
connexion with France until monarchy was re- 
ftoredj but this was a fruitlefs precaution. The 
Se£t had many adepts in Rufiia, whom it had 
Vol, IV. K k taught 
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ttught to feoff at oatht*; and they only took the 
oath of fidelity to the monarchy, that they might 
the more eafily annihilate the Ruffian diadem. 
The confpirators were headed by Grawf, hereto- 
fore die agent for the cabinet of Verfsille*, hot 
now become the agent of the Jacobins. The 
2eal with which he fcrved his new maften had 
already filled Peterfburg with dubs compofcd of 
that fpecies of men who, having no homes ia 
their own country, travel to foreign parts in hope* 
of gaining a livelihood. Hair-dr efiers. Cooks, 
Valets, Bankrupts, Teachers of the French 
Tongue, and Street-porters from Paris, all were 
combining together to prepare a pike-revolution. 
The moft artful and moft violent of the confpi- 
rators daringly held their meetings in the Hotel 
of Sir Charles H^bitvoertb, the Englifh Ambaflador 
at Peterfburg. They met there once a month by 
means of three French fervants, who had been re- 
commended to Sir Charles by fomc of the party 

* Knigge’t apoftles in Court and and Livonia had, doubt- 
lefs, extended their million; and a Ruffian gentleman in- 
formed me* that one of the great adepts prefided over an 
academy at Mofcow where the young Nobility were edu- 
cated. Every thing Teemed to denote an excellent fchool* 
when by degrees it was obferved, that the illumipized Rights 
of Man was the ground-work of the fecret leffons of this 
great teacher. They were obliged to difmifs him, as the 
only means of reftoring his pupils to the true principles of 
religion and fociety. 
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as moft excellent charadters. Public fame, and 
foon after the Ambaflador, informed the Police of 
this meeting. On making enquiries after the 
adepts, and on feizing their papers that had been 
carefully hidden, it was difeovered, that their plot 
had been contrived according to the general plan 
and views of the Sedt. At Rome, the brother- 
hood had made ufe of an Ambaflador of the King 
of Spain j in Ruflia, it is the Secretary of Etn- 
bafly and Charge d,' Affaires from the Court of Sar- 
dinia, a Mr. Bofft, who is implicated id their foul 
proje&s. The adepts were banifhed, according 
to the laws of Ruflia. The diplomatic charadter 
of Mr. Bofli faved him for fome time from a fi- 
milar difgrace ; but no fooner was the Czar Paul 
feated on the throne, than he received orders to 
quit Peterfburg in twenty-four hours, and the 
territories of his Imperial Majefty with all poflible 
fpeed*. I n 

I lhall not dwell long on the labours of the Poland. 
Scd in Poland. Among the number of its apof- 
tles, I might name Bo/meau, who was fent to Si- 
beria; Duveyrier, who wrote the Braces Ver bouse 
at Paris for La Fayette, and who was difeovered 
at Copenhagen on a fuppofed million for buying 
corn, while his real objedfc was to vifit the brethren 
of Poland and Ruflia, toftimulate them; and our 

* Extraft from a Memorial on Ruffia. 

K k 2 Memoirs 



ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY i 

Memoirs inform us, that on -the road .he was to 
make an attempt on the life of the Count Artois, 
juft as the German adepts have fince done on that 
of Lewis XVIII. Duveyrier was accompanied by 
one Lamarre , and that CafteUa fince arretted in 
company with Semonville when proceeding to Con* 
ftantinople with the plunder of the French 
crown, in hopes of bribing the minifters of that 
country. But to give my reader an idea of the 
multitude of miffionaries employed by the Sett in 
Poland, it will fuffice to advert to Cambon'% re* 
port, where he owns that it has already coft 
France fixty millions of livres to fupport the 
brethren at Warfaw. This avowal Ihows how the 
Sett employs the public revenues, little caring 
whether the creditors of the interior are paid, 
and fending its vifible legions to live on contribu- 
tions levied on the exterior, while it largely pays 
that crowd of invifible .adepts and fecret emifla- 
ries who prepare the way for its triumphs. 

This alfo demonftrates what great ftrels the 
leaders of the Sett laid on the projetted revolu- 
tion in Poland ; and, indeed, had they liicceeded 
in revolutionizing that country, the Jacobins might 
have made a ftrong diverfion on the very territo- 
ries of the mod formidable powers that had en- 
tered into the coalition. Equality and Liberty 
would have infufed itlelf throughout Rufiia with 
much greater- facility. The Prulfian and Auftrian 
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brethren began to (how themfelves more openly. 
Their hopes already feemed to be crowned with 
fuccefsj Kofkiuflto had excited to revolt Warlaw, 
Wilna, and Lublin. The bifhop of this latter 
place, with many other gentlemen, had been 
hanged j in vain had the unfortunate Poniatowfki 
endeavoured to allay the ferocity of the revolu- 
tion; Poland was advancing rapidly towards its 
end, and it finifhed by lofing both its king and its 
independence. My objett is not even to hint an 
opinion on the condutt of the powers who have 
divided that country among themfelves, but to 
point out the univerfal confpiracy of the Sett. 
Germany, which gave birth to the moft profound 
adepts of the Sett, has already feverely felt the 
ctfetts of its treachery, but has not yet met the 
-fyte which the Sett is preparing for it. 

/ Jofeph II. lived long enough to deplore his 
miferable policy. He was lamenting his philo- 
lophifm, and that deteftable policy that had in- 
duced him to trouble the inhabitants of the low 
countries in the enjoyment of their religion, thus 
breaking the moft folemn treaties and driving to 
defpair liibjetts who deferved a better fate, when 
■the manifefto of the Grand Orient came to teach 
him, that his policy had been juft as erroneous in 
protetting the Mafonic Lodges. If credit is to 
be given to Kleiner's Report , or at lead to the ex- 
tratt from it given me by a nobleman of undoubted 
K k 3 veracity, 
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veracity, it was in confequence of this manifefto 
that Jofcph II. gave orders to Kleiner to get him- 
felf initiated into the ilium ini zed Lodges, and by 
this means acquired certain knowledge of the Oc- 
cult Myfteries of the Sett. He then learnt, that 
the Swedifh adepts had precifely the fame objett in 
view as the offspring of the modern Sport ants; 
and the Mafonic Lodges were the cloaks for both 
of them. I have learned from a perfon who was 
frequently in company with the Emperor, that 
nothing could equal his vexation, when he faw 
that he had been fo ftrangely impofed upon by 
men whom he had favoured, or when he difeo- 
verrd that, Jo far from having himfelf named per- 
Jons to the different charges of the fate, he had only 
adopted the choices made by the Se3. He then 
openly declared, that the Freemafons were nothing 
more than a fet of fharpers and jugglers; he went 
fo far as to attribute all ttye thefts that had been 
committed on the treafury of the ftate to the 
Occult Mafbns ; he determined to exclude them 
from every employment civil and military; he 
was indignant at feeing an imperium in imperio 
rifing in the ftate. He would have followed up 
his indignation too, had he not learnt that miuiy 
of his moft faithful fubjefts, and fome even for 
whom he had the greateft regard, fuch as the 
Prince Licbtenftein , were Mafons. The greater 
part of thefe, however, renounced Mafonry. 

Jofeph 
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Jofeph had undertaken to deftroy the Lodges and 
repair the errors of his philofophifm, when a pre- 
mature death put a period to his reign. 

Leopold his fucceffor> wifhing to be informed 
of the nature and progrefs of the Sed in his new 
territories, applied to Profeffor Hoffman. No 
man was better able than he was to give the de- 
fired information, for he had been tampered with 
by the Sed, who, writing to him in the moft high- 
flown phrales, endeavoured to feduce him over to 
the .caule of the revolution ; but, on the other 
fide, feveral Mafons, ajbamed of having fallen a 
prey te the fedullion of the Illumrnees, bad df covered 
moft important fecrets to biniy and joined with him 
in baffling the views of the Sed. He had learned 
from them, “ that Mirabeau himfelf had declared 
** to his confidants, that be carried on a moft ex- 
u tenfive correfpondence with Germany , but in no 
** part fo extenfive as at Vienna. He knew that 
“ the revolutionary fyftem was to be extended 
“ throughout the univerfe j that France had only 
** been chofen as the fcene of a firft explofion, 
** That the propagandiffs were buffed in difiemi- 
** nating their principles throughout every cli- 
** mate j that emiffaries were difpcrfed through 
M the four quarters of the globe, and particularly 
• c in the capitals ; that they had their adherents, 
“ and were particularly adive in ftrengthening 
•• their party at Vienna and in the AuJlrian domi - 
K k 4 ** nions. 
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i* nions.— In 1791 he had real, a* feveral other 
perfons alfo did, two letters, the one from Pa- 
,c ris, the other from Strasbourg, defcribing m 
** cypher the names of J 'even commiffaries of the Pro~ 
** paganda then refident at Vienna , and to -whom the 
t( new commijfaries were to apply, as well for the 
“ wages of their labours , as for inftruftions bow to 
“ proceed. — He had alfo leen feveral of thofe ma- 
nufcript news-papers that were lent weekly 
*f from Vienna, replete with the molt abominable 
“ anecdotes againft the court, and with arguments 
u and principles impugning the government.—* 
** Thtfe papers were to contribute toward the 
* ( diflemination of Jacobinifm throughout the 
“ towns and villages of die empire, and even in 
foreign countries, as they were fent poll-free 
cc and without even the fubfeription being alked 
for. He had even tranfmitted fome of thefe 
<f letters to government.-— He had difeovered the 
** object of the frequent journeys of the Illumi- 
“ nee Campe to Paris, and his correfpondence 
** with Mirabeau and Orleans. He had acquired 
" certain knowledge of the plans of the German 
“ Mirabeau,” that is to fay, of Mauvillon, who 
had been Mirabeau’s Infmuator, and the fameperfon 
who had written thus to the llluminee Cuhn [the 
letter is prei'erved in the archives at Brunfwick] j 
ct The affairs of the revolution go on better and bet- 
“ ter in France I hope that in a few years this 

“ fitmt 
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« flame will he lit up every where, and that the 
** conflagration will become univerjal. Then our 
** Oroer may do great things Mr. Hoffman 
alfo knew that this very Mauvillon " had drawn 
** up a very explicit plan for the revolutionizing 
c * of. all Germany ; that this plan had been tranf- 
** mitted to the greater part of the Mafonic 
“ Lodges, and to the clubs of the Illuminees; 
<* and that it was circulated among the Propagan- 
** difts and emiffaries, who were already employed 
in exciting to revolt the people on the out- 
** pods and frontiers of Germany f.” While this 
zealous citizen was thus unfolding to Leopold the 
intrigues of the Seft, he correfponded with the 
Great Zimmermann of B rn, w io was ever re- 
vered by the learned, beloved by all good citi- 
zens, and only h^ted by the illuminizing Jaco- 
bins, becaufc he no fooner became acquainted 
with their myfteries than he warned the Society 
of their dangerous tendency. This learned man 
was alfo employed in compofing a memorial for 
the ufe of the emperor, on the means of curbing 
the progrefs of the revolution but the Jacobins 
were aware of the hatred that Leopold had con- 
ceived for them. They knew that the chief in- 
stigator of the treaty of Pilnitz was as much to 


be 


* June 1791. 

+ Important notice by Hoffman, Vol. I. left, 19. 

| Hoffman’s Letter in the £ndemonia, Vol. VI. No. 2. 
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be feared as Guftavus ; and they were determined t§ 
Jbow that even an Emperor Jhould not eppoje their 
plots with impunity *. 

Juft at the time when the two fovereigns were 
making their preparations, the King of Pruflia 
had recalled from Vienna his ambaflador, the 
Baron Jacobi Kloeft , who, as the Seft fuppofcd, was 
favourable to their caufe. The Count Haugwits , 
who was more decidedly a friend to the meafurC 
of the treaty, was fent in his ftead. The jour- 
nalifts of Stralbourg announced this news with the 
following comment : “ Hence politicians pretend, 
** that the union between the two courts will be 
** confolidated. They arc certainly in the right 
“ to make the French believe fo ; but in delpo- 
** tic countries, in thofe countries where the fate of 
" fever al millions of men hangs on a bit of pafte, or 
** on tbs rupture of a little vein , one can calculate 
“ on nothing. Let us fuppofe that the court of 
** Pruflia is afting honeftly in concert with the 
** court of Auftria (which is difficult to be be- 
lieved), .or that the court of Auftria is acting 
** fo with that of Pruflia (which is ftill more in- 
** credible), a fingle indigeftion , or a drop of blood 
“ forced from its proper vejjels , will be fufficient to 
** dijfolve this brilliant union.'’ This comment in 
the Courier of Strq/lourg, No. 53, was dated from 

* Important notice by Hoffman. 
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Vienna, the ihtb of February 1792. Leopold 
died (poifoned) bn the fir ft of March following, 
and Guftavus was aflaffinated in the night between 
the 15th and 16th of the fame month *. 

The firft precaution taken by his young fuccef- 
tor was to difmifs all the Italian cooks, that he 
might not be expofed to the fame fate as his fa- 
ther, and fall a viftim to what is called the Naples 
broth. More zealous in the caufe, Francis II. not 
only oppofed the Se£t by force of arms, but, in 
order to attack Illuminifm in its dark recedes, he 
applied to the Diet of Ratifbon in 1794, for a 
decree to fupprefs all fecret focieties, whether 
Mafons, Roficrucians, or Illuminees, of every 
fort. They had powerful fupporters in this firft: 
council of the Empire, and they intrigued againft 
the propofition of the Emperor. They pretended 
that thefe bodies of Illuminees were nothing more 
than little affociations of fchool-boys, that were 
very common in the Proteftant univerfities.— 
Through the organs of the P ruffian, Hanoverian, 
and Brunfwick minifters it was obje&ed*. that the 
Emperor was at liberty to forbid thefe different 
lodges within his own ftates j but that, with re- 
fpeft to all others, they could not attempt to cur- 
tail the Germanic liberty. All that the Emperor 
could obtain was a decree for the abolition of 

• Travels of two Frenchmen in the North, Vol. V. ch. 12. 
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thofe aflociations of fchool-boys. This decree 
not only left the great adepts in full pofieflion of 
their lodges, but was alfo unattended to in moft 
of the colleges, where Illuminifin continued to 
make the moft awful progre fs *. 

- While 

• So late as February lad ( 1 79S) the magidrates of Jena 
were obliged to punilh about a dozen fcholars, who, formed 
into an affociation calling themfclvcs Amicijis , were under the 
direction of the adepts. To prepare thefe youths for the 
myderies of Illuminifm, their fecret fuperiors reprefented the 
oath appropriated to this aflociation as the mod facred en- 
gagement that could be taken, and the lead violation of it 
as being immediately followed by the mod terrible punilh- 
ments. — They were then quedioned, whether they were fuffi- 
ciently enlightened to believe that they could, without fcrufle , 
break the oath which they had fworn to the fuperior of the 
college, never to engage in any fecret fociety ; — whether 
they believed themfclvcs fufficiently virtuous to accufe them- 
felvcs alone, and no other perfon, in cafe the magidrates 
lhould punifh them for a breach of that oath ; — whether they 
thought themfelves fufficiently courageous to continue in 
the affociation, though they lhould be compelled to abjure 
it. — The Illuminec who had queitioned them, if fatisfied with 
their anfwers, gave them the Code of the Amicijls, and 
therein they learned that they and their affociates formed a 
fate within the fate ; that they had laws of their own accord- 
ing to which they judged of affairs that were beyond their 
fphere ; and this required the mod profound fecrecy ; that 
lhould feveral of them hereafter meet in the fame town, they 
lhould edablidi a lodge, and do all that lay in their power 
to propagate the fociety ; that if they were perchance to 
change their place of habitation (which lhould be only done 
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While the young Emperor was thus endea- 
Youring to counteract the plots of the SeCt, it was 

confpirii\g 

in fome extraordinary cafe), they fhould then correfponi 
with their own lodge, while the fecretary was to hold cor- 
refpondence with the other lodges, making his return of the 
name, quality, and country of every new candidate ; that 
they would obey the fuperiors of the Order, fuccour their 
brethren, and procure advancement for them ; in fhort, they 
were to be ready to facrifice their li ves and fortunes for the Order • 

Several of thefe yoang Amicifts , which of all the different 
aUbciations was fuppofed to be the mod innocent, refufed to 
give the lift of the brethren, left they might be inculpated. 
They, however, declared that the Order comprehended many 
men of quality and of high honour , magif rates and perfons in 
office. ( See the Minutes of the Judgment , or the Staats und ge- 
lehrte zeitung of Hamburgh , No. 45, 13th of March.) 

Suppoiing that the reader may wifli to know in what ftate 
yoang men came from thefe Lodges and Colleges, I will 
here' quote an example from the not- s I have received from 
Germany. €€ At the time I am writing this (July 13th 
44 1794) at the Baths, four leagues from Hanover, there 
** refides here a young man who arrived a few days fince 
44 from the univerfity of Jena, where he was educated. It 
** is the reigning Count Plattenberg, one of the richeft no- 
44 blemen of Germany, aged 24, of Catholic parents, and a 
44 nephew of Prince Kaunitz, the minifter. In confequence 
44 of the principles imbibed by this young Count at the uni- 
44 verfity of Jena, he dreffes in the complete ftyle of a dc- 
44 mocrat, and affe&s the uncouthnefs of their manners. — 
44 He would have his fervant fit next to him at the table d'hote , 
44 but it was not permitted. This young Egnlite goes about 
" tinging the Ca-ira and the Marfullois Hymn , with other 

7 €t youths 
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confpiring in the very heart of the Anftrun flatts 
tp overturn the government^ By the death of the 
Chevalier de Bom the Se& had loft at Vienna one 
of its chief adepts j this gentleman was power- 
fully rich, yet at his death nothing but immenfe 
debts appeared, in confequence of the films he 
had fpent on the Propagandas. Two other 
adepts, as zealous at the leaft, and far more en- 
terprizing, had fucceeded him. Hebbnstriit, 

*' youths whom he gathers together. Don’t let this be t*» 
** ken in the light of an anted#* only relating to a thougbtleft 
“ individual. His folly is the reigning filly of fiudents in aB 
“ the uni verf ties of Germaty ; and this filly is tie froisscetf 
“ tbofc doBrines taught by tie freftfirs , nubile governments fey 
€€ no attention to them.” 

The fame note* (and they are written by a Proteftant) !*■ 
prefent the univerfty of Halle in Saxony, where the greater 
part of the King of Pruflia’s fubjeds go to finifh their educa- 
tions, as in a ftate fimilar to that of Jena. In April 1794 
the chiefs of the commilTion of religion of Berlin, MM. Her - 
mes fcf Hilmer , went, by order of the King of Prufiia, to vifit 
the Lutheran college at Halle, and they difapproved of many 
things that were going on. The iludents received them with 
the cry of Pereant (let them perifh), and obliged them to 
leek their fafety in flight. Their miniilers of religion ai* 
expofed to fimilar infults. Dogs are fet at them when 
preaching, and indecencies take place in the churches that 
would not be fuftered in the Greets. “ The lllumintes tbenu 
“ f elves fublijh thefe abominations, that their pupils the Amu 
“ cifls may be induced to ad in a fimilar manner." Sach 
is tha education of youth where the Sed predominates. 


the 



HISTORICAL PART. 


5« 


the lieutenant dt place at Vienna, was one i and the 
other was Mehalovich, an ex-capuchin of Cro- 
atia, whom Joieph II. had imprudently taken from 
the cloifters and had given him a living in Hun* 
gary, in recompence for the difpofitions he had 
Ihown to fecond the Emperor in his pretended 
reforms in the church. A number of other adepts 
had joined thefe two confpirators, among whom 
we may diftinguifti the Captain Billeck mathema- 
tical profeilor at the Academy of Neuftadt, the 
Lieutenant Riedel, the profefifor of philofophy 
Brandjlater , the ilupid but rich merchant Hackd, 
and finally Wolftein , one of thofe adepts whom 
the Sedt had contrived to fend on a revolutionary 
miffion throughout Europe at the Emperor’s ex- 
pence, under pretence of acquiring knowledge in 
the veterinary art, of which he has fince been cre- 
ated profefibr. 

The reader may judge of the number and im- 
portance of the confpirators by the plan that was 
agreed upon in 1795. Through their influence 
at court, they found means of forming agarrifon in 
Vienna pf fubftantial and honed: citizens little ac- 
cuftomed to bear arms. They had felefted them 
from this clafs, and had got an order to compel 
them into this fort of duty, under pretence of the 
imminent danger of the State. Always pretend- 
ing that they had the orders of the Emperor, they 
treated thefe new-railed corps with unheard-of fe- 

verity. 



ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY f 

verity, in hopes of indifpofing then agalnff th£ 
Court by the time that their revolutionary plow 
fhould be ready for execution. The populace was 
in their hands, and daily became mote attached to 
their caufe, in confequence of their being excluded 
from the new- raifed corps, and- by making them 
partake of the large fums diftributed among 
banditti who were to be put in pofielfion of the- 
arlenal on the day of infurre&ion. On that day 
the infurreftion was to be general, during which 
Hebtnftreit, followed by a banditti, was to fecurc 
the perfon of the Fmperor j other detachments of 
the banditti were to take poffrfiion of the arlenal^ 
and poft themfelves on the ramparts. The perfon 
of the Emperor being in their hands, the- confpi* 
rators were to oblige him to fign the Code of the 
Rights of Man-, that is to fay, certain edi&s ready 
prepared, by which the rights of all nobility and 
great proprietors were to be annulled ; all were to 
be declared equal and free ; and the fovereignty 
of the people proclaimed. Thefe edidls were to. 
be font into the Provinces in the name of the Em- 
peror, juft as if he had enjoyed his liberty. Every 
outward appearance of refpe<ft for his perfon was 
to be preferved j in lhort, he was to have been 
treated juft as the gaoler La Fayette- had treated 
the unfortunate Lewis XVI. It is not known, 
whether the Aqua Tophana was to be adminiftered 
in fuch a dofe as to kill, or to JlupiJy ; it even ap- 

pears. 
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peats, that the young prince was to be kept as a 
hoftage ; but in all cafes, he was only to be re- 
ftored to his freedom after the people had been well 
accuftomed to the new reign of Equality and Li* 
berty, and had acquired polfeflion of the eftates 
of the Nobility in fuch a manner that all reftitu- 
tion of property, or revival of the ancient con* 
ftitution, 'would be rendered impoffible. All the 
preparatory fteps had been taken j the Catechifms 
of the Rights of Man, and the moft incendiary 
performances, had been profufely difperfed in the 
villages and cottages. Female adepts in the ftyle 
of the adepts Necker and Stacl made their ap- 
pearance. The Countels of Marcbowicb diftin- 
guiihed herfclf by the zeal fhe (howed in diftribut- 
ing the new Catechifm. The fetal day was draw- 
ing near, when a moft Angular circumftance led 
to the difcovery of the whole plot. 

While the ex-capuchin Mehalovich was out 
one day, adomeftic playing with one of his fellow - 
lervants, took into his head to put on the capu- 
chin habit which his mafter had preferved. among 
his clothes, when all on a fudden Mehalovich 
knocked at the houfe door. The fervant, who 
did not underftand the nature of the habit, could 
not get it off again, fo fent his comrade to open 
the door, and hid himfelf under the bed. Meba- 
tovicb came in with Hebenjlreit and Hackel-, they 
thought themfelves fecure j the fervant overheard 

Vol. IV. L 1 their 
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their whole convcrfatkfn j it- related entirely .$* 
the confpiracy that was to breakout in three day* 
.Hebenftreit renewed the conlpirator’s oath on his 
(word} Mehalovich took five hundred thdnfsnjf 
florins,, which were hidden in a harplichord* and 
gave them to him for the' execution of the plans 
and no fooner did they leave the room, dian.dk 
iervant got from under the hed, and difcovered 
tlie whole plot to the Minifters of the State. 

The councils were immediately called in coo* 
fequence of lb important a difoovery, and dk 
chief confpirators were arrefted on the day preced- 
ing ■ the intended explofion. , Hebenflreit w« 
hanged at Vienna ; Mehalovich, with feven Hun- 
garian gentlemen, his accomplices, were beheaded 
at Prefburg ; and many others were condemned 
to exile, or to perpctual'imprifonment. 

In The King of Pruflia had fimiiar confpiracies to 
Pruffia. g Uar j againft at Berlin. The papers of Leveller - 
Leuchfering which had been feized had already 
warned William III. of the confpiracy that was 
brewing in the Lodges ; but in the month of No- 
vember 1792, a new plot was contriving. The 
fignal agreed upon for the general inf'urredtion was, 
the fetting fire to two houles in different quarters 
of the town. On the day appointed the two houfes 
were really fet on fire. The brethren expeded 
that the troops in garriion would be immediately 
fent, as was cuftomary, to extinguifh the flames 

and 
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ftnd keep order. While abfent from their polls 
the rebels were to feize on them and let their ban- 
ditti loofe. Happily the Governor General Mol- 
lcndorff had been informed of the plot. He com- 
manded the troops to remain at their polls ; the 
confpirators, finding their plans had been difco- 
vered, did not dare to lhow themfelves. The in- 
cendiaries were arrefted, the plot failed, and Wil- 
liam III. preferred his Crown. 

Having acquired certain knowledge of the 
views of the confpirators, and of their connection 
with the French Jacobins, this Princfc, as every 
reader would fuppofe, ought to have lhewn more 
conflancy in the caufe of .Royalty againft Jacobi- 
nifm. Court jealoufies, and differing interefls, 
that perpetually keep the cabinets of Vienna and 
Berlin at variance, iray have led him to agree to 
a pacification with the fworn enemies of every 
power j but on the other hand it is difficult to ac- 
count for the great fway which thofe very men 
mud have had on his decifions, whole diforganizing 
principles he fo much detefted. The reader has 
feen the adepts of the modern Spartacus concealing 
themfelves in the Lodges of Mafonry ; he has ob- 
ferved P&.'/o-Knigge promifing difeoveries that 
would give the Se6l fovereign fway over credulous 
minds. Unfortunately for Frederic William III. 
he had become a member of one of thofe Lodges 
which the Ilhiminees, under the cloak of Roficru- 
L 1 2 dans. 
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cians, had converted into one of their theatres of 
impofturc ; and the following is an account given 
me by a learned Proteftant Min ilter, who had had 
frequent converfations with his PrufEan Majefty 
on the fubjeit of Freemafonry. He informs me, 
that to dive ft his Majefty of any refpetft he 
might have for the Scripture, thefe Roficrucians 
fucceeded in making him believe that the Bible 
and Gofpel of the Chriftians were deficient ; that a 
far fuperior dodtrine was to be found in the fatted 
books of Enoch and of Seth , fuppofed to be loft, 
but which they pretended to have exclufively in 
their pofteffion. Had it been poflible to undeceive 
the king, the demonftrations adduced by our 
learned correfpondent muft have done fo, fince he 
invited his Majefty to read thofe pretended books 
of Enoch and Seth, or thofe apocryphal rhapfodies 
which thefe impoftors offered to him as fo pre- 
cious, fo fecret, and fo rare, but which had long 
fince been printed in Fabricius's Colltflien. His 
Majefty feemed to be convinced of the impofturc 
of thefe empirical myftifiers ; but curiofity is 
weak, and the Roficrucians regain their afcendancy 
under the pretence of apparitions. So notorious 
was the credulity of the Prullian Monarch ob this 
fcore, that in 1792, at the fair of Leipfic, were 
fold waiftcoats called the Berlin Jefis waif coats 
(Berlinifcbejefuswejlen), in memory of the bre- 
thren having on a fudden announced the apparition 

of 
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ofChrift j and the King alking how he was drtflbd, 
they anfwered, in a fcdrlit waificoat , with blade 
facings and golden trejfes. If I am to credit what 
I have learnt through the lame channel, William 111. 
> deferred to be impofed upon in lb humiliating a 
manner ; for the great influence thefe impoftors 
had acquired over his mind not only proceeded 
from their magic arts, but from their flattering 
his paflions and propenfity for the fair fex. They 
carried their impudence lb far, as to tell him, 
that Chrift bad granted bhn fermiffion to have twelve 
wives at once. 

The moft famous of his mill re fies was a Ma- 
dame de Reiz, afterwards created Countels of 
Lichtenau. Had the matters that appeared on her 
trial been made public, fome light might have 
been thrown on her fuppofed uhderftanding with 
the French jacobins, from whom Ihe is laid to have 
received rich prefents, and with Bifcbofswerdir t 
who is now occupied, as we are told, in very dif- 
ferent projefts. We might then have learned how 
to reconcile that real hatred which William had 
conceived for the Jacobins, and the perfonal cou- 
rage he has (hown in combating them, with the 
peace he made precifely at the time when his ar- 
mies could moft efBcacioully have co-operated for 
their deftru&ion. But his fucceffor has thought 
proper to commit to the flames the minutes of 
this trial, faying, that he would not read them, 
LI 3 left 
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left perfons, 'who be mftfitl t» him, fliorid 

be implicated in thefe intrigues. Some prices 
might have thought it prudent’toread them, that 
they might learn who wtre the perlons that could 
.•flill do them much mifehief Without pretending 
to comment on the deftroying of this ‘monument 
of htftory, we are happy to fay that William IV* 
has inherited from his predeceflbr all his hatred 
for the Seft* without any of his weaknelles. The 
Freemafons of Berlin went fo far as toxfk to have 
their Lodges confirmed by letters parent, but the 
King difmifled them, faying, that in fhowing filch 
a marked favour to themj he would be wanting in 
his duty to his other fubjefts, and that they would 
. find p rote ft ion as long as they did not trouble ihe 
public peace. The Mafons, we may be Are, in 
return, promifed to be moft faithful fubjefts to 
his Majefty. They made fimilar promifes during 
the reign of the late king, yet I have feen very 
honeft Mafons in London who were much alarmed 
at the language they heard in the Pruflian Lodges, 
and that but a fhort time before the death of Wil- 
liam III. By their account, the language of the 
Mafons was as frantic to the full as that of the 
Paris Jacobins : “ When ’ fhall we’ be delivered 
“ from the tyrant ? When fhall we follow the ex- 
“ ample of our brethren of Paris ? Is it hot high 
** time for us to fhow ourfelves worthy of Equality 
<• and Liberty, and true Mafons ?” Such expref- 

fions, 
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lions, with many others far more offenfive to the 
dignity and perfon of the king, were not in the 
mouths of feme few brethren only ; but whole 
Lodges were feized with the phrenzy, which raged 
molt violently among the adepts who were con- 
nected with the French. Nor is it a trivial cir- 
cumftance, or to be overlooked, that has taken 
place in the Lodge at Berlin calling itfelf The Royal 
York. Public fame has informed the world, that 
this Lodge has eltablilhed within itfelf a Direftory , 
a Senate of Ancients , and a Senate of Youngers , mo- 
delled on the aSlual Government of France. How 
far this revolution in the Lodge is to contribute 
towards, or denote the impatience with which the 
members third: after the univerfal revolution 
which the Pentarques are endeavouring to operate, 
I fhall not pretend to afcertain j but thus much 
.1 can positively aficrt, that the auxiliaries of the 
Paris brotherhood arc not confined to the Lodges. 
They have their brethren, fent from Paris, in the 
Prulfian armies. On the one hand, thefe foldiers 
are paid by his Pruffian Majefty to maintain his 
throne } on the other, they are paid by the Pen- 
tarques to corrupt the Pruffian regiments, and 
teach them to revolt againft the throne. The. 
generofity of the Jacobins is fo great, that the 
wives of thefe dilguifed apoftles are penfioned in 
France. Every one knows, that the arch-con- 
fpirator Syeyes is gone to Berlin in a diplomatic 
L J 4 charader. 
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charade r. Should his mifiion be ever accom- 
plilhed, then will the hiftorian have to explain 
conquefts fimilar to thofe of Italy. Germany 
would certainly have long fince fallen a prey to 
Illuminifm had the plots formed met with fuccefs. 

Tired of fuch partial treafons, that only threw 
a fingle town or a province into the hands of the 
enemy, the fenate of the adepts, at that time 
holding its fittings at Vienna, had, as early as 
1793, either digefted a plan themfelves, or re- 
ceived one, in thirty articles, that was to revolu- 
tionize the whole empire at the fame inftant.— 
Letters poll-paid as far as .SSgra were already 
difpatched for Gotha, Weimar, Drefdcn, and a 
hundred other towns, fixing the day of general 
infurre&ion for the firft of November, inviting 
brethren and citizens to arm on that great day, 
though it were only with knives-, to aflcmble in the 
fquares of the towns, or in the fields without; to 
form into centuries and to eled chiefs ; to feize on 
the public revenue, on the arjenals, on the powder ma- 
gazines, and on the members of government. In 
compliance with the fame plan, a National AJJem- 
bly was to rear its head in fome town of the empire on 
the fame day, and the brethren in infurredion were 
to fend their deputies to it. Thefe letters were 
fent during the month of Odober ; and happily 
for the ftate, a fufficient quantity of them were 
feized to counteract the effeds of the confpiracy. 

The 
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The Sedl confokd itfelf in the idea that ten years 
would not elapfe, as Mauvillon had declared, be* 
fore all Germany would be revolutionized. The 
adepts, indeed, are fo very numerous, that it is 
almoft incredible that the revolution has not al- 
ready taken place ; and the only way of accounting 
for it, is by confidering the inert difpolition of the 
people, who cannot be eafily thrown into that 
ftrong effervefcence necefiary for an explofion. 

The letters from that country complain bitterly 
of the progrefs of Illuminifm. To give my reader 
the means of judging how it comes to pafs, that 
princes who are the bell acquainted with the views 
of the Sed continue to tolerate them, I will tranferibe 
the following pafiage from the memorials which 
J[ have received from Germany, and which have 
been confirmed by feveral well-informed perfbns: 
“ One of the Sovereigns of Germany who has 
** the moll wit, the Duke of Brunfwick, has fuf- 
“ fcred, under the aufpices of Campe, Mauvillcn, 
“ and Trapp, three famous Illuminees, both his 
** capital and his Hates to become the public fchool 
** of irreligion and Jacobinifm. This might lead 
“ us to believe, that the prince was himlelf 
“ tainted with thofe principles, but it would be 
“ calumny to fuppofe it, for he only tolerates 
“ tbeje rajeals that he may not fall a vidim to 
ft their plots. Suppojing 1 was to Jend them away , 
(( faid he, they would only go eljewbtrt and calum - 
■ « “ uiatc 
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“ niateme. A league ought to be entered into by tie 
** German princes, to /offer them in no part of the 
" empire .” 

Meanwhile, till fuch a league is agreed upon, 
there are other governments in that country that 
permit the laft myfteries of Illuminifm to be 
taught publicly. “ At Jena in Saxony, for ex- 
** ample, a profefior is permitted to teach pub- 
“ lidy, that governments are contrary to the lams 
u of reafon and of humanity', and confcquently 
** that, in twenty* fifty, or a hundred years time, 
4t not a government will exift 

To go (till farther : few of the German princes 
will permit writers to combat cither the Seft or 
its dodtrines. A fociety of men of unblemUbed 
principles (if we may judge by their publication, 
the Eudemonia (right genius) had confecrated their 
labours in that journal to the unmafking of the in- 
trigues, cunning, and principles, of the Illuminees. 
Not a Angle prince encourages this publication ; 
feveral have profcribed it in their dates, while the 
moft jacobinical publications are allowed a free 
circulation. The Eudemonia has juft been for- 
bidden in the Auftrian States, under the ipecious 
pretext, that its objedt and views are good, but 
that it makes principles known that are not fuffi- 
eiently refuted. As a proof, however, that they 


• Memoirs on Jacobinjfa in Germany. Anno. 1794- . 
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were much better refuted than the Illuminees could 
wifli, we need only obferve, that the Gazette 
Utter aire of Gotha, the leading paper of the Seft, 
announced the prohibition before it was ev-en 
known at Vienna. The reader will be lefs fur- 
prized at the artfulnefs of the pretext when he 
learns, that two of the cenfors who are to pro- 
nounce on the literary productions are the well 
known Illuminees Sonnenfch and Retzer, who, had 
it been for a journal of another (tamp, would 
have reclaimed the liberty of the prefs in , its 
favour. 

We muft now turn our attention to a new 
fpecies of Jacobins who are making an amazing 
progrefs in Germany. Thefc arc the difciples of 
a DoCtor Kant, who, rifing from darknefs, and 
■ from the chaos of his Categories, proceeds to re- 
veal the myfteries of his Cofinopolitifm. Ac- 
cording to this fyftem, — I. It is melancholy to be 
obliged to feek, in the hopes of another world, for 
the end and deftiny of the human fpecies. — II. It is 
not of man conduced by reafon, as it is of brutes 
led by inftinCt. The former has each for his end 
the developement of all his faculties; while in the 
latter, the end is accompliihed in each individual 
brute. Among men, on the contrary, the end is 
for the fpecies, and not for the individual; for the 
}ife of man is too fbort to attain the perfection 
and the complete developement of his faculties. 

In 
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In the clafi of man, all the individuals fajs and 
periflr, the fpecies alone J arvives , and is alone immor- 
tal. — ILL With refpedt to man again, the end of 
the fpecies cannot be accomplished ; that is to lay, 
his faculties can only be entirely developed m ike 
mcjl perfeB fate of Jociety. — IV. That pcrfedfc fat* 
of Society would be a general confederacy of the in- 
' habitants of the earth) fo united together, that 
diflentions, jealoufies, ambition, or wars, would 
never be heard of. — V. Thou lands and thou&nds 
of years may elapfe before this happy period of 
perpetual peace may come , but, *« whatever may 
“ be the idea conceived of the free exercifc of 
“ our will, it is nevertbeltfs certain , that the apparent 
“ refult of that volition , tie affions of man, are, as 
“ well as all tie other faBs of nature, determinedly 
** general „laws” This nature proceeds with a 
flow but certain ftep toward its objedfc. Vices, 
virtues, fciences, the diflentions of mankind, are 
in her hands but the fure and infallible means by 
which (he leads the human fpecies from generation 
to generation to the moft perfedt ftate of civiliza- 
tion. Sooner or later the epoch of the general con- 
federation, of univerfal peace, rauft come ; never- 
theleis, even at that period, the human fpecies will 
have proceeded but half way toward its pnfeBion*. 

• Plan of a General Hiifory in a Cofmopolitical View* bp 
Kant* See The SfctSalatr dm N$rd> April 1798. 
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—I know not whether this do&rineer Itant will 
inform us in what the Other half of the way toward 
perfe&ion confifts ; but in the meantime his difei- 
ples, who are daily increafing, tell us, “ that 
“ Europe mull neceflarily diffolve itfelf into as 
u many republics as there are now monarchies j 
* and then only will the human fpecies ihow it- 
“ fclf in all its ftrength and grandeur ; then people 
*« incapable of governing will no longer be feen 
** at the head of nations i they will then rife to that 
“ high ft ate of perfeSHon at prefent attained by the 
**' French nation , where birth is nothing, but genius 
“ and talents every thing*." Other adepts, how- 
ever, perfectly underftand what is alluded to by 
the other half way toward perfection; and thele 
acknowledge man only to be in a ftate of perfec- 
tion when he recognizes no other matter but him- 
fclf, no other law but his reafon. In fhort, it is 
man according to the profeffor of Jena, it is the 
Magus of Weilhaupt or of Babceuff. 

Notwith- 

• Memoir! of the State of Jacobinifm in Germany. 

- f 1 was not put to the trouble of reading Doftor Kant’* 
works in German. Mr. Fitfch has publifhed a fort of ana- 
iyfis of them in Rngliih. Thofe who might tremble at the 
idea of bewildering themfelves in his chaos of Categories 
may read the aecount given of them in the Britilh Critic, 
Anguft 1796 ; and the reader may eafily judge of the abfur- 
dity of the arguments which the Pruffian Doflor heaps up 
againit the very poffibility of revelation* — A Doftor WiUicb 

hat 



5*6 


ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY } 

Notwithftanding the different methods of pto* 
cecding, it is eafy to fee that the fyftem of Kant, 
at prefent Profeffor at Konig/berg, ultimately leads 
to the fame end as that of Weijbauftt heretofore 
Profeffor at Ingolftadt. The fame hatred for re- 
velation is to be found in both, as 'well as the fame 
Ipirit of impiety, which cannot brook the idea of 
a world to come, where all delufion muft ceafe in 
the pretence of the Creator, and where the end of 
plan and of the human fpecies will be proclaimed 
at the tribunal of a remunerating and avenging 
God. Kant and fVeiJhaupt, with timilar preten- 
tions to fuperior genius, are equally baffled in their 
attempts, falling into the mod voluntarily abfurd 
propofitions, that leave the prefent generation no 
other confolation in its affli&ions, than the e rpty. 
dream of the imaginary happinefs of thole future 
Cofmopolites who, in thoufands and thoul'ands of 


has lately (hown himfelf a rival of Nitfch in proclaiming the 
glorious feats of this profeffor of darknefs. 1 have perufed 
the analyfis that Dr. Willich has given us, and the praifes 
bellowed on the project of a perpetual peace . i could not un- 
derlland why he would only give the title of the work that 
relates chiefly to that point, I mean of that very treatife 
whence Doctor Kant’s principles on Cofmopolitifm have been 
cxtra£lcd. Was the difciple afraid that it would have ex* 
pofed the do&rines of his matter too much, and opened the. 
eyes of the Englifli reader on this plan of perpetual peace t and 
on the drift of his whole fyttem of Colmopolitifm ? 


years, 
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years, are as we are told, to inhabit this earth. 
In both we may obferve that fame hypocrify pre- 
tending to great fenfibility and virtue, pretending 
not to know, that every individual who (hall be 
perfuaded that he is not born for any fixed or per- 
fonal end, will (oon ,fhape his conduct according 
to his views or to his pleafures, and will little re- 
gard the future Cofmopolites, their univerfal 
peace, or the happinefs that is to be ipread over 
the earth twenty or thirty ages after his death. 
The fame inept fatalifm is taught by them both, 
wifhing to reprefent nature as adling exactly as it 
pleales, in fpite of our volition, and prevailing 
over our pafTions by its general laws ; and never- 
thelefs reprefent mankind as flow in feconding the 
grand objeft of Nature, juft as if we were free to 
accelerate or to retard its views by our actions. 
The only difference that can be perceived be- 
tween thefe two prototypes of German Jacobinifm, 
is, that the one at Konigfberg envelopes his views 
in a pacific cant j while the other, in his myfte- 
ries, animates and infuriates his Epopts, teaching 
that the day is not far diftant when the adepts are 
to refort to force, in order to crufh and ftifle every 
thing that Ihould dare to refift them. But notwith- 
ftanding the pacific cant of the former, his doc- 
trines alfo make his hearers thirft after that, great 
day when the children of Equality and Liberty are 
to reign. His colleagues in the univerfities do 
7 not 
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not teach his principles with his coolnefs ; the di£ 
ciples become violent ; the Jacobins finite ; and 
as the fyftem fpreads, the offspring of both theft 
teachers unite and form alliances in their tenebrous 
abodes. * Under pretence of this perpetual peace 
that is to be enjoyed by future generations, they 
have begun by declaring a war of cannibals againft 
die whole univerfe ; nor is there to be foimd fcarce- 
ly one of their offspring, that is not ready to be- 
tray his country, his laws, and his fellow-citizens, 
to ereft that Cofmopolitan Empire announced 4>y 
the Profeflbr Kant, or to enthrone the Matt-king 
of the modern Spartacus. 

Such is the ftate of the Se<£t in Germany: It 
fways the' Clubs, the Lodges, the Literary Socie- 
ties, the Dicafteres or Offices of Government, 
and even Princes. It appears under variegated 
forms and names ; but, however thefc may differ, 
it perpetually keeps that unhappy country in a 
ltate of crifis. Every throne is undermined by a 
volcano that menaces explofion whenever a fa- 
vourable moment fhall offer. 

In Why will not truth permit me to declare, that 
England. ^ con fpj r j n g stiff has rclpetted that nation which, 
content with the wifdom, and living happy under 
the fhield of its laws, muff: naturally have been 
adverfe to, and conftant in repelling the difbrga- 
r.izing plots and baneful myfteries of Illuminifm? ' 
But have we not ften that Minifter of Petkam, 
.8 Rontcen, 
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Rontcen, font to London under the prote&ion of 
a great Prince i Nor is he the only apoftle of 
Weifhaupt that has crofied the Teas in hopes of 
tlluminizing England. The very name of Xaverius 
Zwaek in thefe Memoirs recalled to the minds of 
many perfons the flay which that famous adept of 
Illuminifm made during a whole year at Oxford, 
juft after his flight from Bavaria. The exa&neis 
^«4>f his defcription, taken from the Original Writ* 
ings, left not the lealit (hadow of doubt as to the 
perfon of the Cato of Illuminifm. This has made 
people underftand the real motives that induced 
this adept to make that famous town his habitat 
tion, though he pretended to have been attracted 
thither by the fame of its fcience. Neither the 
place nor the times, however, were propitious to 
his million. nor to principles that entailed upon 
him the juft contempt of the do&ors. Mr. 
Hornlby, who had entrufted him with fome dif- 
coveries in aftronomy, will now underftand how 
this adept could barefacedly publiih them in Ger- 
many as the offspring of his own genius. This 
-will alio explain why the Cato of Illuminifm, who 
.was defpifed at the univerfity, and nearly expelled, 
never returned, though he only pretended a fhort 
abience to the Continent. Other apoftles have 
-fucceeded him in his miflion j and in gratitude for 
the afylum which this nation has granted us, I 
Vol. IV. M m muff 
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mult declare, that the miffionaries of Weiihaupt 
have not been foiled in all their attempts. 

When Mr. Robii'on publilhed his affertion, 
that certain Mafonic Lodges had been tainted by 
the illuminizing brotherhood, patriotifm naturally 
exclaimed that it was impoffiblc. Men who have 
inftituted themfelves into a fort of tribunal of 
public opinion called upon this refpettable writer 
to produce his proofs. 1 know not what the an- 
fwer of Mr. Robifon was; all that I know is, that 
he might have replied, “ When perfons who are 
entitled to queftion me (hall do fo, I will anfwer.” 
To thole who may wiih to queftion me, I will 
fay, that there are circumftances which may for- 
bid me to anfwer ; it is fufficient that thole who 
watch for the fafety of the nation Ihould be in- 
formed of them, that they may take precautions 
to counteract the Sett; befides, are there not 
many hiftorical truths, that cannot be proved in a 
court of juftice ? 

I make thefe obfervations with the more afltir- 
ance, as Government molt certainly have . the 
competent proofs in their hands, which their wif- 
dom, neverthelefs, has kept fccret. I make them 
becaule Mr. Robifon has fpoken with fufficient 
clearnefs, in his Appendix and in his Notes, to 
Ihow that he was but too well informed when he 
(poke of the intfufion of Illuminifm into certain 

Englilh 
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fenglifh and Scotch Lodges, without being ob- 
liged to particularize the Lodges. But he cer- 
tainly adted prudently in not expofing himfelf to 
the fate of the celebrated Timmerman* who, as 
all the wbrld knows, fell, in fimilar circumftances, a 
vidfcim to the Illuminee .AfoVo-Knigge ■, not becaufe 
he had accufed him tirijuftly, but that legal evi- 
dence was wanting to prove that Philo and Knigge 
were names applicable to the fame perfonj a faffc 
now fo clear both by his own works and thofe 
of the adepts. They who have thus attempted 
to brand Mr. Robifon with the name of calumni- 
ator, would have done Well to refledt oti the many 
means employed by the Sedt to influence fuch a 
judgement) that it is a (landing law of the Sedt, 
that where an author of merit cannot be gained over t 
be is to be difcredited by every means poffiblei and 
moft certainly he has a glorious title to the 
hatred of the Sell. I Willingly confefs, that, it 
would have given me great pleafure, had it been 
corifonant with prudence, that Mr. Robiion had 
publifhed all his proof), as I am perluaded that 
many of thofe perfons who have been fo hafty and 
intemperate in their judgements would have voted 
him thanks for the fervice he has rendered to his 
country, adfcuated as 1 fuppofe them to be with 
the fame zeal for its happinefs, but not equally in- 
formed as to the dangers with which it is me- 
auccd. 


M m a 


Not- 
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NotwMiftaoding die Variance thee 4s to be 
found between that rdpeftabk atthov and myfclf 
in feme amefca, {particulariy on the CaMk 
religion *, and on die Jeftrits, whom he mig* 

fasM 

• I do not here pretend id refine the idfiooi piejadka 
of c er t ai n writers again! the Catholics : But what has ik 
French Revolution to do with con&ffioti, with monadic vOws. 
with indulgendes, or the jurttai&ion paid y (piiMsfdr 
lope, and articles of feck a nature? The proof that thrib 
oh j t ft i were hr from contributing to die Revolution is, that 
the Jacobins (pare so pains ts dedroy ahem. In a hash 
combating the Jacobins, what can induce a writer to vest 
his fpleen again! dm tenets of a Catholic? 1 ought by to 
many writers who have been gtdlty of this mo! ertiifdsitf 
imprudence. Begin at led, ge itkwfen , by making jaw 
(elves acquainted with oar tenets, and than fee whether Of 
are able to defend them. To others I would by. For God’s 
bke let us expofe our belief oorfclves, let us by what we da 
and what we do not believe. The defence yon may with the 
T>eft intentions fet up for us, may he more hurtful than bene- 
ficial to our cauie. Mr. Robifbn, no doubt, thought that he 
was fpcaking in bvour of the church of France, whtb he 
bid, that that church had long fince eftablifh ed iu indepen- 
dency of the Court of Rome. If by the Court of Rome he 
means the temporal dominion of the Pope, the French had 
no great trouble in eftablibing fuch an independence, as It 
never recognized any fudi dominion ; if he means the purely 
fpiritual jurifli&ion of the Pbpe, neither our Catholic Bifeop* 
Clergy, nor Laity, ever wibed to throw it off. They ail 
continue to believe what they always have believed, that tk 
Pope, as fuccefior of St. Peter, isas the jurifdi&ion as Irf 
paflor over the Church of Prance, as he has over nil mhos. 

Every 
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have reprefcnted in different colours, had he had, 
as we have, the whole hiftory of their pretended 

Every one knows, that this jurifdi&ion of the fovereign 
Pontiff is held in oar faith as an effential point of the hier- 
archy eftablifhed by Cbrifl ; hut every one alio knows, that 
thq jurifdi&ion of the Pope, as well as that of all Biihops, is 
not of this world ; that it does not militate in any way with 
the duties we owe to onr fovereigns ; that it can never ab- 
iohre ns from the fidelity and fubmiffion which we owe to the 
laws of the State. I, therefore, here prated againft all thofe 
who may choofe to interpret the efteem I have declared to 
entertain for Mr. Robifon’t work as. alluding to thofe parts 
of it that are abfolutely contrary to py faith. Oi* this occa? 
fion alfo I beg to obferve, that in the cafe of theprefent Re- 
volution both Proteftants and Catholics fhouM nnite, and 
lay afide their prejudices agaiaft each other, to combat the 
Impiety of the Jacobins, as their aim is to annihilate the rc ~ 
i ligions of both* Befide, what party has a right to b o at; 
when the Revolution is confide red ; Sport at eifhanpt and 
Cars- Zwack were twoapodate Catholics— Pbilo-Kmggc and 
XutfiTte-Nicolai two apoftate Proteftants— Thomas Paine an 
apoftace Anglican. In France, the Catholic* citizens of Paris, 
the Proteftant citiaens of Nifines ; in Ireland, large portions 
of a Catholic populace organized into a revolutionary army 
under Proteftant chiefs. In Germany, the Illominces take 
their origin in a Catholic Univerfity, and all the Lutheran 
Universities are full of Hluminlzing Profeflbrs. Such confi- 
deratipas as tbefe fhould certainly put an end to reproach 
on either fide. I mull confefs, that the Lutherans and Cal- 
vinifts with whom I correfpood in Germany are much more 
candid ; they fpare neither fide, and are the firft to point out 
thofe of their own perfuafion who are tainted with Ulurqinifm. 
They behold the Jacobins as enemies to every religion ; and 
when jacobinifm is in <|ueftian, they wifely confefs the ne- 
ceffity of uniting all parties to crufh the hydra. 

Mm3 Mafonry 
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Mafonry before him, a mere fa&ion of the IllumW 
nees to dupe the Maions and avert the attention 
pf the public from the true confpirators) ; not- 
withftanding this variance, I fhall never hefitate 
to acknowledge, that he is entitled to the thanks 
of his fellow countrymen for haying denounced a 
confpiracy that threatens this, as much as it does 
any other nation ; I (hall always bear willing tefti- 
mony to the juftice of his caufe, to the ardour of 
his zeal, and to the uprightnefs of his intentions. 
Meanwhile, till he may judge it proper to publifh 
his proofs op ’ the Illuminifm of certain Englifh 
Mafonic Lodges, I fhall mention a few circum- 
ftances that have come to my knowledge. 

To my certain knowledge, there are two mep 
in England who have been tampered with by the 
Apoftles of Illuminifm. One of thefe, who be- 
longs to the Navy, ftill preferves that honeft in- 
dignation which muft naturally arife in an upright 
heart at feeing itfelf fo atrocioufly duped by an 
Infinuator, who, under pretence of initiating him 
into the fecrets of Mafonry, was plunging him 
head foremoft into Illuminifm. The other, a 
man of great merit, who might have known more 
had he not difcovered his real fentiments ; but his 
letters bear teftimony of the following particulars: 

Of thofe books which fhow the multitude of 
Jlluminized Lodges, there is one bearing the tide 
pf Paragrafin j and it is often put into the hands 

of 
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of certain candidates by the Infinuators. In this 
production we may fee the travelling adept Zina- 
merman boafting of having illuminized Lodges in 
England, juft as he had done in Italy and Hun- 
gary. In fome of thefe Lodges the tenets of II- 
luminifm were well received ; but of five that have 
come to my correfpondent’s knowledge, two foon 
abandoned the myfteries of the modem Spartacus, 
the other three are not known to have rejected 
them. • 

Another apoftle foon fucceeded to Zimmerman; 
this was a DoCtor Ibiken , an affumed name, per- 
haps, as it was cuftomary with the travelling 
adepts to change their names according to circum- 
ftances. Whatever may have been the cafe, this 
Ibiken, an emiflary of the EccleCtic Lodges of 
Uluminifm, began by uniting with fome Quakers. 
He was afterwards received into certain Lodges, 
and introduced fome of the preparatory degrees. 
He even fucceeded in completely illuminizing 
fome of the duped brethren. He alfo boafted of 
his fucceftes in Ireland and England. He would 
foretel to his Englifh pupils, that a great revolu- 
tion was about to be operated in the pitiful and 
miferable Mafonry of their country. Thofe to 
whom this language was perfectly unintelligible at 
the time, have told me, that they have perfectly 
underftood his meaning fince they have perufed 
my publication. They have loft fight of the 
M m 4 DoCtor, 
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Doctor, which was the natural confcquence of his 
being admonifhed to depart with his myfteries by 
thofe who watch over the public fafety. 

Another emiffary foon after appeared* and* 
coming from America under the name of Regin- 
bard, declared himfelf an Alfacian, and formerly 
an Almoner in the French navy. He expected to 
be well received by certain Englifh Lodges in 
correfpondencc with thofe he had juft left at Bof. 
ton* and which, according to his account* had 
made a furprizing progrefs fince they had frater- 
nized with the brethren that, had gone from France 
to America. This Reginbard did not appear fo 
zealous as the other apoftles ; he even fignified 
his difguft with a million that fb little became his 
»?* ftation of life. It was through him more particu- 

' larly that my correfpondent became acquainted 
with the exiftence of llluminifm on the banks of 
the Thames. 

This is certainly enough to prove, that the il- 
luminization of England was not negle&ed by the 
confpiring brethren. I will fay more, that not- 
withftanding the honourable exception I have 
made in favour of the Englilh Lodges, I am no 
longer furprized to hear of llluminifm being well 
received by certain Lodges. And 1 here think it 
neceflary to repeat, that when I made the excep- 
tion, I only meant to fpeak of what is called the 
National Maftnry, rqft rifted to the fir ft three degreet. 

I (hould 
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I fhould have been more circumfpeCt in my ex* 
ception, had I known of a pamphlet entitled} 
Freemasonry : a Word to the Wife. Here, in 
▼indication of the Grand Lodge of England, I fee 
the moil; violent complaints preferred againft the 
introduction of a variety of degrees, of which, in a 
political point of view, it is certainly the duty of 
a well-ordered government to reprefs the vice 
and immorality ; the impiety of the Roficrucians 
is particularly complained of (page 9) } and I 
think, that in the courfe of thefe Memoirs I have 
pretty clearly proved, that from the profound Ro* ■ 
ficrudgn to the myfteries of WeiQiaupt there is 
but a ihort ftep. 

There is alfo extant another work, printed fifty 
years ago. On the Origin and Doctrine of Free- 
Mafons. This work would have been of the great* ' 
eft ufe to me had it fallen into my hands a ^little 
fooner. Let me no longer be accufed of having 
. been the firft to reveal, that an impious and difor- 
ganizing Equality and Liberty were the grand fecret 
of the Occult Lodges. The author of this work 
was as poiitive in this aflertion as myielf, and at 
that time clearly demonftrated it, by following 
ftep by ftep the Scotch degrees of Mafopry as 
they cxifted in thofe days. Time may have 
ehanged certain forms j but all the numerous 
degrees ftylcd pbilofopbical have not been able to 
add an iota to the fyftems at that time followed 
5 


in 
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‘ in th£ Lodges of the Scotch Arcbittfli.- -That 
cies of Mafons is: as bad as the HluminCes. It 
can fcarcely be conceiued-with what art they pro^ 
ceed. As the'y ; areftiHV*tantiri Great Britain, it 
is not too late to point- the attention of the ruling 
K powers toward them. 1 • Let us- proceed at odee 
to their laft myfteries. *• 

“ When a candidate prefcnts himfelf to be re^ 
« ceived a Scotch ArcbiteR, the tyler atks him, 
“ whether he has a vocation for Liberty, Equality, 
**- Obedience, Courage, and Conftancy. , ‘ i When the 
candidate has anfwered Yes, he is introduced 
within the interior of the Lodge.- Here it is no 
longer the reprefentation of the. Temple of Solo* 
• naon, but of five animals, the Fox, the Mnkty, 

the: Lion, the Pelican, and . the Dove. .The Signs, 
' and the word Adunm , being given to the candidate, 
the orator begins an enigmatical difeourfo, of 
which the following is a part : “ Crqftinefs , 

<c Diffimulaticn, Courage , Love, Sweetnefs ; Cun- 
“ ning, imitation, fury, piety, tranquillity j mif- 
<f chief, mimickry, cruelty, goodnels, and friend- 
i “ fhip, are all one and the fame thing, and 
“ are generated in the fame thing. They 
“ feduce, infpire joy, give rife to forrow, procure 
“ advantage and ferene days. They are five in 
“ number, and Hill they are but one. Soon— 
(t foon — loon — by him that was, is now, and ever 
“ ihall be, See. &c.” 

« The 
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The remainder of the difcourfe (fays my 
** author) is 'in the fame ftrain. However ob- 
** feure thefe things may appear, they are never'- 
■ff thelefs clear as day, if attention be paid to the 
** figures that denote the character of Freemafons, 
f* The craftinefs of the Fox denotes the art with 
<* which the Order hides its objeft. The imita- 
ff tm of the Monkey typifies that fupplenefs of 
mind, that addrefs with which the Mafons can 
V* accommodate themfelves to the various talents 
f* and taftes of the candidates. The Lion denotes 
** the ftrength and courage of thofe who compofe 
^ the- fociety. The Pelican is the emblem of the 
P tendernefs that reigns among the brethren.—* 
•P The peaceable demeanor of the Dove is repre- 
V* tentative of the peace of the golden age y or of 
'*? thofe ferenc days that Freemafons promife to 
the univerfe.” 

The author from whom we make thefe extracts 
lired for a long time with Mafons of this f^ecies. 
lie was often prefent at their Lodges and coun- 
'c3s i he attended at their deliberations when con- 
triving the means of accomplilhing their plans, 
^fife then continues to fpeak of the initiation of a 
■j&Otch candidate : *« There is no rule which or- 
'** dains, that the object of the Society fhould be 
,e made known to him in clear terms ; but only 
P in terms that would be inefficient to make 
P him wholly underftand the morality and polity 

« that 
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" that are univerfally received. On the night of 
“ his reception they Amply tell him, that Equality 
“ and Liberty among the brethren is the foie ob- 
*' jed of the Society.— But lbould the new Architect 
“ Ihow figns of a per fed preparednefs for the ulti- 
4f mate myftery of the Society, he is then let into 
“ the Jecret, or rather informed of the grand objeS of 
“ the Soeiety, which is to reduce all men to a re - 
“ ciprocal Equality, and to reinflate mankind in 
“ its natural Liberty. In Ihort, after a few days 
“ meeting, they openly declare, that the expref- 
“ lion of eftablifoing Equality among men and of 
** re inflating mankind in their natural liberty , /*- 
** diftinflly comprehends all perfons of whatever qua- 
“ lity or flatten they may be , without excepting m«- 
“ giflrdies, great, or fmall 

The ceremonies and catechifm of this degree 
perfedly coincide with thcfe explanations. In 
lhort, every thing fo clearly demonftratcs Equality 
and Liberty to be the ultimate objed of their myf- 
teries, that the author attribytes the origin, or at 
leaft the reftoration, of Mafonry to Cromwell and 
his Independents. The author would have Amply 
attributed the reftoration to him, had he been ac- 
quainted with the manufcript of Oxford. Infe- 
rences of the utmoft importance may be drawn 
from this work, both as to the hiftory of Free- 

• Of the Origin of the Freemafons, degree of A refuted. 

mafonry 
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mafonry and the interefts of Governments. It is 
eafily feen at prefent, that the diforganizing myf- 
teries of the occuk Lodges are at kaft anterior to 
the reign of the French Sophifters. Thefe m^y 
have new-modelied them after their falhion, and 
multiplied and varied the degrees ; but their prin- 
ciples had been received in the Lodges. long be- 
fore Voltaire wrote. The Knight Kadofch was al- 
ready extant in the Scotch Architect. When the 
latter is a Iked in his catechifm, what he is called, 
he anfwers cunning and ftmple ; the Kadofcb may 
anfwer bold and impatient. The difference lies in 
the character, and not in the fyftcms. This de- 
gree of Scotch Architect alfo explains whence the 
jpre-eminenoe of the Scotch Lodges arifes, and 
why the Lodges of other countries are fo defirous 
of correfponding with the mother Lodge called 
the Lodge lieredom of Kilwinning, in Scotland. It 
is there that the famous Architects of Equality and 
Liberty are fuppofed to be the guardians of the 
jaft myftcries. It was with this Lodge alfo, that a 
number of French Lodges at Marfeilles, Avignon, 
Lyons, Rouen, &c. &c. would be affiliated, not- 
withftanding the influence of the Grand Orient of 
Paris *. 

In 

* I have in my pofleffion, the original of the patents em- 
powering a Brother maibn to ere& Lodges under the direction 
of that of Rouen. A Provincial holds his relidence at this 

latter 
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lti ftiort, the difc'overy of this degree of Grand 
Architect is of importance to Governments in ge- 
neral, and particularly to that of England ; fop it 
(hows the dangers to which a ftate is expofcd 
where, in the midft of thofe Brethren who dedi- 
cate themfelves to an innocent Equality, exift a 
number fufficienc to tranfmit the Grand Myfteries 
of the Se£t. 

In fpite of all the fccrecy obferved by this fpe- 
cies of adept, who is there that can view their very 
exiftence in any other light than as a perpetual 
confpiracy againft the ftate ? How then can we be 
furprifed if the Illuminees found perfons in thefo • 
countries willing to fraternize with them, and to 
combine their plots with thofe of the miflionaries i 
However pure the generality of the Englilh Lodges 
may be, is not this enough to (how that the mod 
difaftrous plots may fuddenly burft from the Lodges j 

latter place, and is entrufted with the power of judging the 
lawfuits or diffentions that may a rife within his province ; 
but when any thing of great confequence has happened, it is 
referred to the Lodge of Heredom for judgement.. Had 
Jofepb II. feen this, he might well have called it an imperium 
in bnperioy or an empire throughout all empires . The reader 
will remark, that the brethren fay, Heredom (Harodim), is a 
Hebrew word fignifying chiefs or governors. It is alfo to be 
remembered, that there is another degree of Grand Arcbited 
entirely different from that which I have juft deferibed. The 
multiplicity of thefe degrees only ferve the better to hide their 
obje& 
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and that the prefence of virtuous men may only 
ferve as a cloak to the defigns of the wicked ?— * 
Do not let me be told, that the Good counteract, 
the evil intentions of the Wicked; for the latter 
can find means of meeting unknown to the for- 
mer, though the fame Lodge may be an afylum 
for them both. There are Lodges now extant, 
that (to ufe the expreffion of a brother who fre- 
quented them a few months fince) would not ad- 
mit a ftngle Arijlocrat. My reader muft underftand 
fuch language ? There are Lodges the entries to 
which are perfect labyrinths. The adepts do not 
go out by the fame houfes as they entered; and, the 
more completely to baffle the vigilance of the 
conftituted authorities, they have changed their 
dreffes. 

But let us for an inftant fuppofe, that the Sefl 
could make no impreffion on the Englifli Lodge* 
we know that Cbauvelin and Vandernoot , on quil- 
ting London, left their emiflaries behind : public 
danger is beft probed by private fads ; and the 
reader will not be furpriled when he fees me Je- 
fcend to the following particulars relative to the 
emifiaries of Jacobinifm in England. 

Having been honoured with the acquaintance 
of Mr. Burke, I introduced to him a gentleman 
who wilhed to confult him with refpedt to a letter 
written to Manuel, who at that time governed the 
Commune of Paris, in conjunction with 1 allien, the 

fangui. 
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finguinary butcher of the bloody September. This 
was in the firft year of my emigration. The letter 
had been written for a French nobleman, who, 
wilhing to return to Paris, thought it might be 
advantageous to get a letter of recommendation 
to Manuel from a Jacobin then refident in London. 
This nobleman’* wife fufpe&ed fome treachery, 
and opened the letter. The epiftle really began 
hrith a fort of recommendation, but ended with 
faying, «* this nobleman is, after alls a rank arif- 
tocrat, who ought to be got rid of by the pikes 
or the guillotine, that he may not return any more 
to London. In the body of the letter an account 
was given to Manuel of the ftate of the brethren 
, in London. Among othee».things it dated, that 
five hundred perfons were prefent at their laft meet- 
ing ; that they were ardent in the caufe ; that their 
numbers daily increafed, and that every thing de- 
noted the belt difpofitions for hoifting the revohi- 
tbnary ftandard. This letter was immediately laid 
before the miniftry. 

Notwithftanding every method was adopted that 
wifdom could fuggeft, the partizans of the Se& 
increafed, inftead of diminilhing ; and in a fhort 
time there were at fifteen hundred confpirators 
in London, worthy of being marlhalled by Jeurdat 
Coup-tete. There were at the fame time in Lon- 
don two men who had been educated in all die 
arts of the police of Paris, and they were ordered 

to 
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to ehquire into the ftate of the foreigners, and 
to diftinguilh the real emigrants from the new 
comers. It was foon difcovered, that a banditti of 
all nations* criminals from the Bicetre, from the 
gullies, and who had efcaped the gallows; the 
chofen bands* in ihort, of Necker, Orleans* and 
Mirabeau, had been fent into England by their 
fucceffors of the great club* to effect a fimilar re- 
volution. It was in confequence of this that the 
Alien Bill was ena&ed. 

But the Se£t is relcntlefs i it roars at the very 
idea of the obftacles it has met with in England. 
At London* at Edinburgh* at Dublin, it has its 
aational brethren, its confpiring and Correfpmd - 
ing Societies . in London we fee the duped bre- 
thren of the higheft ariftocracy proclaiming the 
Jbverelgntj of the people at their revels ; while, in 
die hidden retreat of their fccret focieties, other 
brethren are plotting how to put the fortunes of 
die ariftocratic dupes, of the banker, and of the 
merchant* in requiGtion for the ufe of that Jove - 
reign people ; in thofc fame recedes* under pretence 
of Reform, do they with to ercft on the ruins of 
the Britiih conftitution, the reveries of a Paine* 
a Syeyes* or of the Pentarques ; they with to 
plant that tree of Equality and Liberty whole 
nourifhment is gore and pillage* whofe fruit is 
murder* mifery, and exile. Others are training 
their deluded followers to affaffinaiion* and are 
. Vol. IV. N n forging 
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forging pikes— Yes, the fcourge has been wafted 
acrofs the ocean with all its plots; the adepts 
have not forgotten the land of their anceftors, the 
Puritans, Anabaptifts, and Independants. They 
have difcovered their progenitors in thole lame 
dens to which Cromwell had confined them, after 
having, through their means, dethroned and mur- 
dered his king, diffolved the parliament, and re- 
duced the nation to his yoke. The brethren of 
Avignon recognized the llluminees of Swedenbuig 
as their parent Seft j neither were they unmindful 
of the embafly fent them by the Lodge of Hamp- 
ftead. Under the aufpices of De Mainauduc, they 
have feen their difciples thirfting after that celeftial 
Jerufalem , that purifying fire (for thefe are the 
expreffions I have heard them make ufe of) that 
was to kindle into a general conflagration through- 
out the earth by means of the French revolu- 
tion — and thus was Jacobin Equality and Liberty 
to be univerfally triumphant even in the ftreets of 
London. 

But what a concatenation of conspiracies will 
the hiftorian find when he (hall turn to the archives 
of thofe focieties ftyling themfelvcs of Conftilu- 
ticnal Information or Correfponding. Here, how-t 
ever, Juftice and the Senate have interpofed; they 
have torn away the mafk, and behold the brethren 
of Edinburgh bound in the fame plots and machi- 
nations as thofe of Dublin , of London , of Sheffield, 

of 
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of Ma'nchefter t of Stockport , of Letcefter , and of 
;many other towns, all uniting in their withes, in- 
vitations, and addreffes to the Jacobin Legifla- 
tors *. The Mother Society at once demonftrates 
all the arts of the Secret Committees of the Grand 
Orient under Philip of Orleans j the deep cunning 
oi the Bavarian AreOpage under Weilhaupt; and 
the- profligate means of fedu&ion of Holbacb's 
Club under D’Alembert. All thefe they combine 
In hopes of hurrying away a generous nation into 
the fink of impiety, and thence to rebellions 
they combine, in hopes of uniting the councils 
and the efforts of the difpcrfed brethren in the 
caufe of revolution. Subfcriptions are railed in 
Great Britain and Ireland, as they were in France, 
to print Paine’s Code of Rebellion, and circulate 
it from the town to the village, and even in the 
▼cry cottage f. Others of the brethren are dif- 

• I havt annexed a more extenfive application of thefe 
Memoirs to Ireland and Great Britain at the end of this fourth 
Volume. Let me on this occafion beg and befeech every 
Mag ih rate and every Clergyman, whofc province it is more 
particularly to inftru£l and guide the people at large, and for 
tthom this work is more peculiarly adapted, to read once 
Store and with attention the Reports of the Englifh Houfe of 
Commons made in 1794. After having perufed thefe Me- 
moirs, they will view them in a very different light from what 
they formerly did. Tranf. 

,f Thoufands of that abominable pamphlet were fent out 
to the Britifh cftablifhments in the Eaft Indies. T ran f. 

N n 2 tributing 
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tributing at their own expence all the poifons of 
infidelity, nor do they blufh to go and alk fub- 
feriptions from houfe to houfe for the reprinting 
of the mod profligate and impious productions of 
Voltaire, Diderot, Boulanger, La Methcrie, and 
of other Deifts or Atheifts of the age, and this 
under the fpecious pretence of enlightening igno- 
rance, and how? by putting all the blafphemies of 
the Sophifters into the hands of the people. 

The brethren of Edinburgh, like thofe of 
Berlin, were not to be contented with the mere arts 
of fedu&ion. One might be led to think that the 
adepts Watt and Downie had received their in- 
ftrudtions from the Pruffian Areopage. Notwith- 
Handing the immenfe diftance that divides Edin- 
burgh from Berlin, they adopted precifely the 
lame plan to draw off the attention of the troops 
by means of the burning of fome houfe, and 
while the foldiery fhould be occupied with extin- 
guilhing the fire to fall on them, and in the midft 
of this popular commotion to proclaim the Jaco- 
bin Code. In London, have we not feen regi- 
cides ? At Paris, Lewis XVI. captive in his 
capital, was dragged to the guillotine. At Ublin- 
gen, Lewis XVIII. when a fugitive, was wounded 
in the head by a ball. In London, was George 
III. in the midft of the acclamations of his fub- 
jeCts, aimed at by the regicide crewj and if 
Heaven averted the ball, is the Seft left treache- 
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rous or lefs abominable, becaufe it did not fucceed 
in its foul attempt ? At length, difdaining obfcure 
crimes, and aiming at the annihilation of the 
Throne, of the Parliament, and of the whole 
Britifti Conftitution, they attempt to feduce the 
legions of the empire from their allegiance by 
means of the moft inflammatory hand-bills j they 
would perfuade gallant troops to (hake off difei- 
pline and butcher their officers, as had been done 
in France. Emiffaries found their way into the 
fleets j and the failors were for a time deluded by the 
fophifms of thofe feducers, who wifhed to pervert 
the bold opponents of the Jacobins on the ocean, 
into the treacherous abettors of thofe fame Jaco- 
bins that dare not face an honed tar. In Ireland, 
they afliime another form ; independence in church 
and date is held out to a deluded people by the 
cmifiaries of thofe who have obliterated every 
worlhip and every law in France, in Corfica, in 
Belgium, in Savoy, in Holland, in Italy, to fub- 
jedt the miferable inhabitants of thofe once flou- 
rifhing countries to the tyranny of the Pentarques. 
In that unfortunate country all the arts of feduc- 
tion have been played off that Illuminifm could 
invent, and its perjuries have raged to a frightful 
excefs. There did the legions of the Scdt, con- 
ceiving themfelves powerful in their numbers, 
fally forth from their lurking places. It was no 
longer a partial treafon to be punilhedi the force 

Nn 3 of 
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of armies was necefiary to crufh whole legions of 
rebels who were daily expecting fuccour from a 
foreign foe. 

But, Praife be to God on high, who in his 
mercy has counteracted the malice of fuch plots, 
of fuch feditions: Praife be to the all-powerful 
God, who has prefi-rved this ftate from the ma- 
chinations of its enemies !— May the Hiftorian, 
after having traced the origin, the code, the re- 
union, the attempts, and the fuccefles of fuch 
numerous con fpi ring SeCts, againft God and his 
Son, againft thrones and kings, againfl fociery 
and its laws, repofe himfelf, and complacently 
view the happinefs of thefe Ifles, when he comes 
to treat of the land that has proved an aiylum to 
lb many unfortunate viflims ! May he triumphant- 
ly lay, “ There it was that the furges of infur- 
reClion were dafhed back upon itfelf, the attempts 
of Jacobinifm were as vain as the efforts of its 
fleets.-— Happy fhall we be, if, by entering into 
this difquifuion on the fury of Jacobinifm, we 
fhall have contributed to awaken the attention of 
nations to the true caufes of all their misfortunes 
and revolutionary difafters ! Thrice happy lhall 
we be, if we fhall have fucceeded in guarding this 
nation againft the dangers with which it is threat- 
ened ; a nation to which the world looks up for 
its fafety ; a nation which, in its beneficence, 
is become our adoptive country. May it ever 

behold 
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behold us offering up our prayers to heaven for 
the prcfervation of its king and for its profperity, 
with all that affe&ion and zeal that nature infpires 
for one’s native foil ! 

To prefume that we have fulfilled our talk in 
fuch a manner as not to {land in need of the in- 
dulgence of our readers, would be impertinent. 
We ingenuoufly confefs the inferiority of our ta- 
lents, and the many imperfections we arc confci- 
ous muft exift in Memoirs of fuch high import- 
ance to the public caufe. But with confidence we 
aftert, that we have never fwerved from truth. 
It has been our conftant and only guide in pointing 
out the caufes of the revolution, it (hall continue 
to be fo in treating of fuch means and drawing 
fuch conclufions as muft neceflarily follow from 
the fa'Cts demonftrated in the xourfe of thefe 
Memoirs. 
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CONCLUSION, 


What a painful and difgufting courfc have I 
at length terminated ! Wandering through thofe 
fub terraneous haunts where, in the fhades of dark- 
nets, confpirators were plotting againft all religion 
and fociety, I have frequently Ihuddered with 
horror, and felt my courage finking ! Fired with 
indignation at the fight of fuch iniquity, fuch a 
concatenation of crimes ftill contriving, how 
often have I faid to myfelf. Leave this abyfsofwirk- 
tdnefs, fly the abodes of thefe vile and monftrous 
confpirators ; it may be better even to fall their 
victim than to fully one’s mind with the recollec- 
tion of fuch villany, treafon, and impiety, or to 
be the accufer to pofterity of the age in which we 
live. — But have I not cotemporaries to be faved? 
There ftill exift nations that have not bent beneath 
the Jacobin yoke ; my fellow-countrymen majr, 
perhaps, be induced to fhake off that yoke, when 
they are made acquainted with the unparalleled 
plots and artifices contrived for their fedu&ion. 
And ought not pofterity to be informed to what 
an extent this difaftrous Se£b raged in our days, 
that it may guard againft a renewal of. fimilar 
horrors ? Such thoughts infpired me with cou- 
rage* 
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rags ; they have carried me through this difguftlng 
talk} they were my fupport when overpowered 
with the odious fight of legions of confpirators 
conjuring up every helliih art to heap mifery on 
the inhabitants of the earth : moreover the mod 
convincing proofs have never been wanting. - 
But can it be poflible that my endeavours fhould 
prove fruitlefs ? if fo, alas ! let thefe pages be 
rent afunder ; commit to the flames thefe Me- 
moirs which bear teftimony of fuch a multitude 
of hideous plots that threatened fociety. Kings, 
Pontiffs, Magiftrates, Princes, and Citizens of 
every clafs, if it be true, that I have attempted 
in vain to dilfipate the fatal illufion j if it be true, 
that the peftiferous blaft of Jacobinifm has dead- 
ened your fenfes, and plunged your fouls into le- 
thargy ; if it be true, that the torpor of indolence 
has rendered you callous to your own dangers, as 
well as thofe that threaten your children, your 
country, your religion, and your laws ; if you are 
incapable of the lead: effort, of the fmalleft facri- 
fice for your own fafety and for that of the pub- 
lic } if the world be peopled only by daftards, 
who are ready to fubmit their necks to the Jaco- 
bin yoke, let them be carried into bondage, let 
them be Oaves to Jacobins and to their principles ; 
may their fortunes fall a prey to brigands j may 
their temples, thrones, governments, palaces, 
and habitations, fail beneath (he blows of the re- 

lentlefs 
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lentleis Sed ! When you tear the fe pages* banidt 
from your mind all prc&geof dilafters; pais your 
days in joy, feflivity, and merriment, till the 
knell of revolution (hall (bund and ftarde ye from 
your lethargy. The Jacobins will take upon 
themfelvcs the care of haftening th^ fatal hour. 
To announce it beforehand to fuch torpid fouls 
would be to anticipate their (offerings ; no, deep 
the deep of death ; may your ears be deaf to the 
found of thofe chains that are foiging for you ; 
approach not where truth may undeceive* you; 
no, follow in the retinue of fome fidfe prophet that 
may beguile you. 

But ihould there be found men whole manly 
courage would be fired with zeal for the public 
caule at the very recital of fuch monftrous •com- 
binations againft church and ftatc j for them I 
write j it is on them that I call when I lay, that 
notwithftanding all the artifices of the various 
SeCts, and the tremendous power which Jacobin- 
ifm has already acquired, Europe is not yet fub- 
jeCted to them. It is yet pofliblc to cruih that 
Seft which has fworn to crufh your God, plunder 
your country, and annihilate fociety. — Your 
country and yourfclves may ftill be faved. But wi- 
the war that the Sect is waging againft you, as well 
as in all other wars, the firft requilite for working 
your fafety is the perfect conviction of your dan- 
ger, and an accurate knowledge of the enemy, of 
h»§ plans, and of his means. It was not uninten- 
tionally 
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tionally that I heaped proof upon proof to demon- 
Urate that Jacobinifm was a coalition of the So- 
pbifters of Impiety fwearing to crulh the God of the 
Golpel i of the Sopbifters of Rebellion fwearing 
to overturn the thrones of kings j and of the 
Sophiftcrs of Anarchy confpiring not only ag.iinft 
the altar and throne, but fwearing to annihilate 
all laws, property, and focicty. I was certain 
that my readers would neglett all means of felf- 
prefervation fo long as they were not convinced 
of their danger. Should the proofs that I have 
adduced (till leave them in doubt as to the reality 
of the plots of the Sett, I lhall have loft my 
labour ; 1 can but weep over their blindnels j they 
will have already fallen into that ftate of apathy 
into which the Sett wilhes to plunge them. The 
lefs credit my readers lhall give to the reality of 
thefe plots, the more certain will the confpirators 
be of fuccefs. If then I farther inlift, let my 
inftances meet with a candid reception ; for, read- 
er, it is your fafety and that of the public weal that 
attuates me. 

Let us then fuppofe, for example, that a per- 
son comes to warn you, that you are furrounded 
by men who, under the cloak of friendlhip, are 
only waiting for a favourable moment to execute 
an old plan which they have contrived of robbing 
you of your money and property, of firing your 
•habitation, nay farther, perhaps, of butchering 
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your wife, your children, your relations ; fuppo- 
fing that the intelligence you have received of fuch 
a plot were fupported but by a thoufandth pare 
of the proofs that I have adduced of the plots 
contriving againft your country, and againft every 
ftate without exception, would you waffce that 
time in idle declamations and fuperfluous doubts 
on your dangers, which your perfidious friends 
jyere hufbanding for your ruin ? or would you ex- 
pe& to fee perlbns befeeching you to watch for 
your own prefervation ? — Well, 1 now wifh to 
convince ye, whether princes, nobles, rich, poor, 
burgefifes, merchants, citizens in fine of every 
clafs, that all theft confpiracies of the fbphiftica- 
ted, mafonic, or illumiiiizing, adepts, are con- 
fpiracies againft your perfons, againft your pro- 
perty, (whether hereditary or mercantile,) againft 
your families, your wives and children. Are you 
wild enough to believe, that while your country is 
delivered over to the revolutionary conflagration, 
an exception will be made in your favour, becaufe 
you inhabit fuch or fuch a place, counting-houfe, 
or cot ? in the univerfal pillage of the ftate, fhall 
your property be more facred than that of your 
neighbour, and efcape the rapacity of the bri* 
gands or the requifition of their pentarques? 
The charafteriftic of a revolution made by fec- 
taries is, not that the danger is diminifhed by its 
univerfality, but that terror, indigence, and Have- 

T> 
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ry, ruih down like a torrent, fwallowing and 
beating down without diftin&ion every thing that 
is to be found on its paflage. 

In the whole progrefs of the Sed, wherever 
it has acquired fovereignty, in France, in Hol- 
land, in Brabant, in Savoy, in Switzerland, in 
Italy, fearch for a Angle man of property that 
has preferved it entire ; a poor parent that has not 
had to fear for the requifition of his children, or 
his own labor j a fingle family that has not to 
weep for the lofs or ruin of fome one of its 
branches j a fingle citizen that can lay himfelf 
down to reft with the profped of being able to 
fay, when he awakes, that his property, his liber- 
ty, his life, is any better guaranteed to him, than 
was that of the unfortunate victims whom he had 
feen during the day plundered of their property, 
dragged in chains, or falling under the infatiable 
guillotine. No, they are not to be found. Ceafe 
then, fluggard, to flatter thyfelf. The danger is 
imminent, it is terrible, it ftares ye all in the face 
without exception. 

Yet fink not under the prefiure of terror ; that 
would be cowardice indeed j for, though fo po« 
fitive as to the certainty of your danger, I may 
boldly iky. Will it only, and your lalvation is cer- 
tain. I appeal to the Jacobins themfelves ; for 
how often have they repeated, that * it is not pof- 
fible to triumph oyer a nation that is determined 

to 
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to defend itfelf.* Will as they do and you will 
have little to fear from them. The true Jacobin 
is not to be difeouraged by oppofirion. The myf- 
teries infiife into the adepts a uniform, conftant, 
and relentlefs, determination to attain the grand 
objeft in fpite of every obftacle ; that oath, that 
irrevocable oath of overturning the whole uni- 
verfe and fubjefting it to their fyilems, is the true 
principle whence originate their refourcesj this 
fires the zeal of the adepts, and induces them to 
snake fuch numerous facrifices ; it infpires its war- 
riors with enthufialrn j it creates rage and fury ia 
the heart of its brigands. It is this principle 
which conftitutes the Secti in that its force re- 
fides; it is the direftor and mover of its adepts, 
whether in arms, in the clubs, in the lodges, or 
deliberating in the fenate. — But what inferences 
may not nations draw from this very principle as 
to the nature of their plots ? Does it not entitle 
us to fay, that the whole of the French revolution 
is nothing more than the offspring of that oath, 
of that premeditated determination of overturning 
the altar, the throne, and fociety, which the Stiff 
has infufed into its adepts f It triumphs becaufe it 
knows how to will ; hence it is evident, that to 
render their efforts abortive we need only refo- 
lutely to will the falvation of the altar, of the 
throne, and of fociety, and they are faved. Let 
it not .be faid, that the Jacobins alone can be Heady 
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in their caufe and predetermined on their objeft. 
To know the evils with which the revolution threat- 
ens you, and to determine boldly and refolutely to 
counteract them, does not certainly difpenfe 
us from the obligation of applying to the means 
and of making the necefiary efforts and facrifices 
to deliver us from the fcourge ; yet do not let it 
be thought, that it is idle in me to inlift on that 
t boldneis, fincerity, and determination. The 
French revolution is in its nature fimilar to our 
paflions and vices : it is generally known, that 
misfortunes are the natural confequences of indulg- 
ing them; and one would willingly avoid fuch 
confequences : but a faint-hearted refiftancc is 
made; our paflions and our vices foon triumph, 
and man is hurried away by them. 

But fhould I, on the contrary, have fucceeded 
in infpiring you with the courage necefiary to 
make you aft with refolution j if you need but 
to know the true means of counteracting the Scft 
to adopt a firm refiftance ; then I may boldly fay, 
the Seft is crufhed, the difafters of the revolution 
flball difappear. — But the reader, whofc humanity 
might be alarmed at my faying the Sett is crufh- 
ed ', fhould remember that when I laid the Sect 
mujt he crufhed or Jociety overthrown , I took care 
immediately to add, “ Let it, however, be re- 
“ membered, that to crufh a Seft is not to imi- 
tate the fury of its apoftles, intoxicated with 
7 “ its 
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“ its fanguinary rage and propenle to enthu&nftui 
“ murder.-— The Sed is monftrous, but all its dif- 
“ ciples are not monfters ; — -yis % fir'tke tbt Jacobin , 
u but J ‘pare the Man\ the Sed is a led of opinion i 
“ and its deftrudion will be doubly complete on 
“ the day when it lhall be delerted by its dif* 
** ciples, to return to the true principles of realba 
** and focial order It is to reclaim the un- 
fortunate vidims of Jacobinifm from their errors, 
and to reftore them to fociety, not to butcher 
them, that I have been fo long examining and 
tracing all the tortuous windings of the Sed ; and 
I am, overjoyed to lee that fuch weapons for lelf- 
prefervation are the natural refult of theie memoirs. 
How different are thcfe arms from thofe with 
which the Sed has provided its dilciples. 

The Jacobins have feduced nations by means 
of a fubterraneous warfare of illulion, error, and 
darknefs. Let the honeft men oppofe them with 
wifdom, truth, and light. 

The Jacobins are waging againft Princes and 
Governments a war of hatred of the laws and of 
focial order, a war of rage and deftrudion ; let 
a war of fociety, humanity, and felf-prefervadon, 
be waged againft them. 

The Jacobins are waging a war of impiety and 
corruption againft the altars and religion of every 

* See VoU.P. 17. 
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nation ; let morality, virtue, and repentance, be 
oppoled to them. 

I explain:— -when I fpeak of a fubterraneous war- 
far e of illufion, error, anddarknefs waged by the Seft, 
I allude to the produ&ions of its fophifters, to the ar- 
tifices of its emiflaries, and to the myfteries of its 
clubs, lodges, and fecret focieties. It would be ufe- 
lefs to conteft the point; for we have incontroverti- 
bly demonftrated, that thofe have been the prepara- 
tory means for all its revolutionary triumphs. It 
is by fuch means that Jacobinifm has infinuated 
itfelf under the fpecious forms of a disorganizing 
Equality and Liberty, or of a chimerical Sove- 
reignty of the People, which has ever been the 
cant of thofe factious tribunes, who, by flattering 
their pride, fought to enflave that fame people. 
It is by retailing all the fophifticated do&rines of 
the Rights of Man to the multitude, by violent 
.declamations againft the exifting laws, by captious 
and fallacious defenptions of a fuppofed happinefs 
which they are preparing for us, by urging nations 
x>n to certain ejjays at leaft ; by fuch means do the 
emiflaries of Jacobinifm feduce nations, and im- 
.perioufly fway that public opinion which will 
fooner level your ramparts than all the artillery 
that they can bring againft them. From fuch in- 
conteftable fads I conclude, that if it be your 
intention to guard againft Che misfortunes which 
have befallen France, you muft begin by difarming 

Vot.IV. Oo the 
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the Seft of all its means of illufion. Snatch from 
the hands of the people all thole incendiary pro- 
ductions i but when I fay people, I mean from 
every dais of fociety ; for I know none that are 
proof againft illufion ; more particularly would I 
fay, from that clafs which has been fuppofcd to 
have been mod abundant in learning, that clals of 
literary fophiders, fuch as our Voltaires, D’Alem- 
berts, RoulTeaus, Diderots, our academidans, and 
our doCtrineers of the reading focieties ; for this 
is the clafs of all others that has fhown us the ex- 
ample of the powerful illufion of fophiftry. It 
was from this clafs that the revolutionary minif- 
ters Necker and Turgot darted up; from this 
clafs arofe thofe grand revolutionary agents, the 
Mirabeaux, Syeyes, Laclos, Condorcets ; thole re- 
volutionary trumps, the Brilfots, Champfbrts, Ga- 
rats, Merciers, Padorets, Gudins, La Metheries, 
Lalandes, Cheniers ; thofe revolutionary butchers, 
the Carras, Frerons, Marats; I will alfo lay of 
that clafs of advocates fo verbofe and fertile in 
delirium ; for from among them Iprung the Tar- 
gets, Camus, Treillards, Barreres, and all the ty- 
rants of the revolution, the Reveillere-Lcpaux, 
Reubels, Merlins, and Robelpierres. What have 
all thefe men proved, whether taken from the aca- 
demies or from the bar ? — that if they were the 
perfons whofe talents enabled them to reprefent 
ail this fophidry of impiety, of fedition, and re- 
bellion, 



Historical part. 


5*3 


bcllion, in the molt feducing colours, they Were 
alfo the perfons that were moft eafilv imbued with 
and drank moft deeply of the poifon ; they were 
at once the moft readily tainted and the moft 
eager to taint others. No 5 I can make no ex- 
ception of clalTes j none are entitled to an excep- 
tion when I exclaim to Magiftrates and Sove- 
reigns, Will you fave the people from the dif- 
aflers of the French Revolution ? then fnatch , 
from their hands thofe incendiary productions, 
thole libels of impiety and fedition. Let that 
man be punifhed as a traitor, who writes and cir- 
culates fuch writings, confcious of the injury he 
is doing to fociety ; let him meet with the fate 
of a madman, if he thinks he can feduce, and ftop 
- the conlequences of feduCtion. 

But I hear clamours on all Tides arifing in 
the literary world, of intolerance, of tyranny, of 
cramping genius ! I forefaw that I ihould have to 
treat with men lukewarm in the caufe, faying they 
‘•were determined, neverthelels unwilling; laying 
they detefte^ the revolution, but timorous when it 
is to be crulhed in the germ. But you at leaft 
who profefs to enlighten nations by your writings, 
.to point out maxims to Princes for the happinefs 
of their people, you who demonftrate the good- 
nefs of your intentions by the purity of your 
principles, by your zeal in defence of the laws, 
by the wifdom of your writings, is it from you, 
O o 2 I alk. 
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I afk, that fuch cries arile? No, notfhackles 
thrown on the venemous writer circulating his 
poifons, will never give concern to the honeft 
writer) againft laws prohibiting poignards none 
will rebel but the afialfin. Let us no longer be 
4cd away by the ftale cries of Liberty of the 
Prefs, Liberty of Genius; fuch cries in the mouths 
of the Jacobins will be but a (hallow cover to 
their defigns ; — fee what the Seft does itfelf, left 
any writer fhoukl open the eyes of the people by 
the erpofition of real truth ; wherever she adepts 
-have acquired dominion, afk what is to be under- 
stood by liberty of thinking, of (peaking,. of 
writing. They deftroy not only the author, but 
feller and even buyer of every book that combats 
their Ivftems. The printing prefies of Crapard, 
the publications of La Harpe, or the difeourfe of 
Camille du Jourdan, are fo many confpiracies pu- 
nilhed by the Pentarques with exile to Cayenne 
It is high time for nations to open their eyes, and 
dilpel the illufion of all this pretended oppreffion 
of thought and genius. If magiftrates are the 
dupes of fuch outcries, the people are the vi&ims, 
and nations muft be preferved from the illufion 
that they may be faved from the revolution. It is 
the a<5t of a father and not of a tyrant, that takes 
from the hands of his children fuch inftruments as 
may prove fatal to them. 


Let 
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Let the fophifter talk of ufeful dtfcufiions. Go 
to antiquity, and queftlon the Roman fenate why 
it drove from the foil of the republic that fwarm 
of Sophifts * juft arrived from the Grecian fhores, 
fo expert in the quibbling arts ; and the fenate will 
anfwer, that they do not enter into difcufiions to 
know whether the plague is ufeful, that they 
haften to feparate from their fellow-countrymen 
whoever has been tainted with it, and to deftroy 
whatever may propagate it. Guard the people, 
therefore, againft fuch vile feducers tremble at 
the effects of .their difeourfes j but fear dill more 
the poifons of their impious and feditious pro- 
du&ions. 

Your laws pronounce death againft a traitor, 
though he betrayed his conlpiracy but by a Angle 
word j and a conlpiring fophifter may commune 
and habitually converfe with all your fubjefts by 

* The word fophifter has been made ufe of throughput this 
work, to diftinguifh the modem rebels from the Greek Phi* 
lofophers of the fchool of Sophifts. Johnfon, in his diction- 
ary, defines Sophister as a dijputant fallaciouftj fubtlc ; ' an 
artful hut infidious logician ; fuch is the fpecies of men that 
have been deferibed in this work, who, confcious of their 
own fallacy, bat a&ing the part of Satan to pervert man* 
kind, fhould never be confounded with thofe men of anti- 
quity whofe fyftems of deputation may have been fallacious, 
but whofe intentions were upright, and who did not combat 
every facred or focial principle in hopes of fubverting fo* 
ciety. Yranft 
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means of his writings ! he is in the midft of your 
families ; he inftils his principles into your chil- 
dren ; his arguments become more and more 
cogent ; he dwells on them ; they are prefented 
under all the dazzling colours that a perfidious 
genius could invent after a long (hidy how to fe- 
duce your offspring) lead them aftray, or ftir them 
up to revolt againft you ! The treafon fpoken 
by the Jacobin, and for which he has been pu- 
nifhed, may have made but a flight imprelfion on 
his hearers ; but this laboured and ftudied conca- 
tenation of fophifms will make a deep imprelfion. 
Your laws muft be inefficient indeed if the revo- 
lutionary writer is not ftamped as the mod bane- 
ful of confpirators ; and, Magiftratc ! whoever you 
are, you muft be moft unmindful of your duty, if 
you allow his writings to circulate freely through 
town and country. 

Are you ftill a ftranger to the immenfe power 
that fuch productions has given to the SeCt ? — 
The revolution has not been ungrateful, and its 
gratitude points out its progenitors. Follow the 
J acobin to the pantheon ; fee to whom he has de- 
creed honours, to whom he does homage ; afk 
him how Voltaire or Jean Jaques can have de- 
ferved fuch tribute, fuch honours. He will tell 
you, that thofe men are no more, but that their 
fpirit has furvived them in their writings, and 
more powerfully combat for the caufe of Jacobin- 
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ifm than all their armed legions. Here they pre- 
pare the minds and hearts of the people for our 
principles ; there they gain over the public opi- 
nion to our caufe ; and when once that has de- 
clared for us, we may boldly proceed to gertain 
triumph. Should fugh honours dazzle any writer 
for an inftant, let him flop and behold the lhades 
of the. victims facrificed to the revolution flitting 
round the monuments eredted to thefe revolution- 
ary deities ; fee them ghaftly and enraged, palling 
from the urn that contains the alhes of Voltaire 
to that of Roufleau ; hear .them exclaim in bitter 
reproaches, « Be fatiated with the fumes of Ja- 
cobin incenfe 1 It is not on Jacobins that we call 
down vengeance from heaven, for you were our 
real murderers ! You are now the objedt of their 
adoration; but you were our firtt executioners, 
you brought our King to the fcaffold, you ftill 
continue to be the butchers of our progeny.— 
O ye Idols of blafphemy and of anarchy ! may 
their blood, may „our blood, may all the blood 
that lhall be fpilt by the brigands formed at your 
(chools, fall back upon you ! ” 

Ye whom the God of fociety has endowed with 
talents which you may turn to the detriment or 
confervation of fociety, beware that fuch curies 
do not fall upon you, flee from any thing that 
may breed remorfe. Be not dazzled with the 
jacobinical tribute paid to thefe fophifters of dark- 
O o 4 nefs ; 
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nefs ; they may have fueceeded in obfcuring die 

light i it it your duty to rend the cbud afundcr, 

and bear in triumph the fundamental truths. The 

God who formed man for fodety did not give him 

the code of Equality and Liberty, the code of 

Rebellion and Anarchy. The God who fuppora 

fociety by the wifdom of the laws, never abandoned 

the making or fan&ioning of thofe laws jto the 

caprice of the multitude. The God who has 

pointed oOt the empire and liability of theiawi as 

inherent to that fobordination of the citizens to the 

• 

magiftrates, and to their fovereigns, did not cream 
as many magiftrates and fovereigns as he did citi- 
zens. The God that has bound all dalles toge- 
ther by their mutual wants, and who, in confe- 
quence of this diverfity of wants, has endowed 
men with a variety of talSlTCTfor different arts and 
profeflfions, has not given the fame rights to the 
mechanic or to the fhepherd as he has to the 
prince that is to prefide over the ftate. Reftore to 
thefe fimple and plain truths, all that refplendency 
which has for a moment been obfcured by the 
fophifters of rebellion j and the dangers of the re- 
volution will foon difappear. Be as earneft in 
reftoring the people to light, as the Jacobins have 
been in plunging them into darknels. Reftore 
them to their principles pure and untarnifhed. 
There is no compounding with error ; the Seft 
cares not by which road illufion may lead you 

to 
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to revolution, provided you do but fall a vi&irti. 
Some it will attack with its anti-religious fophifms, 
while it tampers with others by means of its anti- 
focial fophiftry. To fome it will unfold but a 
part of the confequences to be drawn, point out 
but one half of the career that is to be run, or, 
under pretence of reform, propofe fome few efliys 
or new means to be tried. But far be driven from 
us thefe demi-geniufes of demi-revolutions with 
their long train of demi-confequences ! This is the 
tribe whence the Se£t will feleft a La Fayette or A 
.Necker, pufli them forward as long as they can ferve 
the caufe, and then abandon fuch non-entities j or 
thofe open rebels ftyling themfelves Constitutional-* 
ijts , or thofe others called (probably through de- 
rifion) Monarcbifts. They were the beginners of 
^the revolution, and are at this prefcnt day im- 
becile enough to teftify their furprize at other 
rebels having lhivered a fceptre which they had 
begun by disjointing. Writers of this fpecies, fo 
far from enlightening the people, only contribute 
to lead them into the path of error j and that was 
the talk of the firfl: revolutionary adepts. 

In your writings beware of falling into an error 
fimilar to that of a celebrated author, who thinks 
he is fcrving the caufe of monarchy when deferr- 
ing religion as a fruitlefs ally. How is it poffible 
that he lhould not better feel the confequences 

of 
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of that farcaftic fentence borrowed from Bayle 
and Roufieau, he who, in the midft of the moft 
prefling and moft appofite exhortations to princes 
to unite and combine againft Jacobinifm, forgets 
himfelf fo far as to fay, “ In a fimilar crifis, the 
“ Romans would have flown to arms refolved to 
“ conquer or die, the primitive Cbriftians would 
“ have Jung hymns to Providence and rujbed to mar- 
** tyrdom j their fucceflbrs neither die nor fight*.” 
Moft undoubtedly, it cannot be the intention of 
the author to revive that contempt which the So* 
philters fo much affeft for Religion j but what a 
falfe policy to reprefent that alledged nullity as 
inherent to Chriftianity at a time when the courage 
of nations fhould be ftirred up againft the revolu- • 
tionary tyrants ! Happily it is not true, that the 
primitive Chriftians would only have fung hymns . 
to Providence and rufhed on to martyrdom. The 
primitive Chriftians were not ideots ; they did not 
confound the legitimate powers, which they could 
only oppofe by the courage of martyrs, with the 
ufurped power of a tyrant or of barbarians that 
came to inundate the empire. They could con* 
quer or die under the ftandard of the Cxfars as 
manfully as the Romans j nay, they furpafled them 
in courage and refignation, and their apologifts 


• Mercur? Britannique , Vol. I. No* IV. P. 292. 
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were well grounded when they fet the Sophiftcrs 
at defiance to point out a (ingle coward or traitor 
among the Chriftian legions. In our days too, 
did thofe heroic Chriftians of the Vendee content 
themfelves with finging hymns, they whofe 
courage was more terrible to the republicans than 
all the combined forces of Clairfait or Beaulieu ? 
Where have we feen any of our emigrants that 
have diftinguilhed themfelves by their piety, 
chanting hymns to Providence during the hour of 
battle. Whence this triple infult to the Chriftian 
hero, to his religion, and to the very evidence of 
rcafon ? Whence this affe&ation of reprefenting 
the powerful and aftive incitements of Chriftianity 
as ufelefs to governments ? Is not the crown of a 
foldier dying for laws or for his king, which 
his God commands him to defend, as valuable as 
your laurel-wreath? Tell then the Chriftian fol- 
dier, that the coward and the traitor (hall not 
enter into the kingdom of Heaven, and fee 
whether he will not conquer or die. You think 
that you are ferving the caufe of fociety againft 
Jacobinifm by reprefenting Chriftianity as imbe- 
cility. Jacobins would reward fuch farcaftic len- 
iences, becaule they forefee their confequences. 
Are our writers then to be always outwitted by 
theirs ; they can combine their efforts againft the 
flltar and the throne and lhall we never be able 
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to defend the one without bc'trayirig the interefts of 
the other ? 

What can be the caufe of fuch imprudence, 
fitch falfe lights ? Neither do they ftudy foffid- 
endy the Sett nor its artifices. They wiih to be 
blind to its power, and even to its influence. I 
alio am an admirer of the vigor of that fame 
writer, who fecks to ftir up the courage of nations; 
but Ihould he miftake the real caufes of our mis- 
fortunes, what have we not to fear from writers 
who are endowed neither with his knowledge nor 
his energy l Will not the Sett rejoice to hear 
him fay, ** it is far more to that continental fa- 
** talifm than to the Illuminees, that we are to 
*< attribute the lethargy of the higher orders of 
** fociety ?” I know not what continental or infular 
fatalifm can fignify. God forbid that Princes 
ihould for an inftant believe in it, for it would 
only be immerfing them Hill deeper in their le- 
thargy. No efforts are made againft fatality ; I 
know, at leaf!;, that the Illuminees would rejoice 
to fee no credit given to their exifting influence; 
for the lefs they (hall be feared in confequence of 
your writings, fewer will be the precautions taken 
to guard againft them. Iampofitive, that had you 
ftudied one half of the arcs employed by the Infi- 
nuators to feduce the higher dalles, and even courts 
themfelves, you would be the firft to find a very 

different 
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<iifferent caufe than fatalifm for the continental 
lethargy *. 

* It is evident, however, that the author of the Britijb 
Mercury never wi(hed to favour the llluminets. He is as in- 
dignant as we are at the fuccefles of the inept Pbilofopbifts 
of modern republicanifm , of that revolutionary warfare waging 
againft property and the laws, of thofe young Jacobins juft 
coming from the Univerfity of Gottinguen. He is indignant 
at the audacity of the revolutionary letters and of the northern 
league, that is to fay, of a compary of Theologians, Profoffort n 
and Pbilojopber? of Holftein , who afk to form a central aflembly, 
having under it fubordinate committees to form and direQ 
public education, without being under ary controul of government , 
laws or religion (P. 292). He would have fpoken juft as wc 
have done of the llluminees, had he known thefe pbilofopbical 
abfurdities and their fucceftes to be the work of the Se& ; 
that the youths come from Gottinguen were juft arriving 
from a haunt of Illuminifm ; that the northern league if no- 
thing more than a branch of the German Union invented by 
die IUummee Barhdt ; that the plan of education originated 
with the llluminee Campe, heretofore paftor and preacher to 
the garrifon of Potzdam, called to Branfwick, protected by 
' the firft minifter, and decorated with the appellation of French 
Citizen, in recompenfe for what he has more particularly 
written on the independency of education. — ( See the Univer- 
fal Revifion of every thing relating to Schools, Pol. PI.) I lhall 
therefore repeat. Study the Sedt, ftudy its code, itt~ hiftory ; 
Body its means for feducing the Great ; and, fo far from def- 
piiing the influence of the Sedl, you will find the caufe of 
that difaftrous lethargy which has feized on men whofe duty 
it is to be moft adlive, far better explained than by your Fa- 
ealifin . 


Far 
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Far be from me the abfurd pretention of alone 
enjoying the means of giving uieful counfels. It 
is, on the contrary, becaufe I with that the public 
fhould be improved by your’s, that I am eager to 
fee you better informed of the real caufe of all 
our misfortunes. I could wifh to fee a holy league 
formed of fuch men of talents as are really actu- 
ated with a true zeal againft the revolutionary er- 
rors. My reader has feen the baneful effefts of 
that coalition of the fophifticated writers of 
Holbach’s Club, of the Sophifters of the Malonic 
and of the Illuminized Lodges; he has feen the 
influence of their principles on the public opi- 
nion, and of opinion on our misfortunes; why 
fhould not virtuous and learned writers then unite 
in their efforts to bring back the public opinion 
and the people to the true principles, by laying 
open all the artifice and cunning that has been 
employed by the SeCt to feduce them. 

The Code has been explicit on the means to be 
employed for the feduCtion of youth, a time of 
life molt acceflible to illufion. Will not virtuous 
fathers take upon themfelves to difeard from their 
children matters of fufpicious characters, and books 
that difleminate thefe poifons ? Will not govern- 
ments take as much pains to drive the adepts from 
the pulpit, from the chairs of fcience and pro- 
fefforfhips, as we have feen the SeCt taking to 

make 
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make itfelf matter of education and to corrupt 
youth. Unhappy we, fhould the reader be af- 
frighted at the detail of fuch precautions, while 
the Sett attends to each particularity, and we 
have feen it as eager for the nomination of a 
country fchoolmafter, as for the fuccefs of an 
adept at court, or the nomination of the general 
who is to command its legions. 

One fpecies of illulion appears to be the favo- 
rite engine of Jacobinifm, 1 mean that theory of 
cflays in government, . and thofe demi-refbrma. 
No art has been more powerfully played off on the 
Englifh nation than this ; let the people be put on 
their guard againtt this illulion; let them be taught, 
that France alfo began by effays and demi-re- 
forms j I need not hint at their confequences. If 
it be neceffary to humble the pride of the Jacobin 
Sophifter, and blight the very idea of that pre- 
tended Rappinefs which they attach to their 
lyftems, let the people learn that fuch effays have 
long lince been made j that the brigands who ap- 
peared under tlie different denominations of Lol- 
lards, Begards, followers of John Wall, of 
Maillotin, and of Muncer, all promifed the 
fupreme happinefs of Equality and Liberty j that 
it was perfectly ufelefs to talk to us of the Pbilo- 
Jophy of a revolution that was nothing more than 
the repetition of the errors of certain Setts, of 
.which the barbarous and devaluating tenets could 
6 only 
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only be equalled by the horror and contempt in 
which they were held by our anceftors. When, 
under pretence of arguing on certain truths the 
Jacobin feeks to lead you into difeuflion, guard 
againft his fophiftry, by anfwering, that no argu- 
mentation can be held with Weilhaupt or Robe- 
ipierre ; the firft will retail all the arguments of 
former brigands, the latter does what they did ; 
for if our modern Jacobins have invented any- 
thing of their own, it is a little more artifice and 
an unparralleled ferocity. They are then the 
more entitled to our contempt and hatred. 

If every where encountered by this two-fold 
fentiment, the Sedt will foon loft that power of 
illufion which has prepared its triumphs, and you 
will fee it fhrinking back into its fubterraneous 
lurking places, the occult Lodges which have 
lb long fince offered it an afylum. There it will 
once more attempt to recruit its legions, and con- 
trive plots for the fubverfion of the altar, of the 
throne, and of fociety. But here what honeft 
citizen can be blind to his duty ? Under what- 
ever name, pretence, or form, the magiftracy 
may have thought proper to tolerate thefe clubs, 
fubterraneous hiding-places, or Lodges of fecret 
Societies, what proofs are they waiting for to 
proferibe them all, now that they have feen le- 
gions of confpirators fallying forth from theft 
receffes ? You who look upon yourfelves as en- 
8 titled 
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titled to an honourable exception, why are you 
feated there Hill ? You are tender of your per- 
sonal loyalty, of your fidelity to your religion and 
to your country, how can you make fuch fenti- 
ments agree with your predilection for Lodges 
that you know tp have been the afylum of the 
ffloft conlpiring Setts ? Do not pretend that it is 
us, for it is the Jacobins, the molt monftrous 
chiefs of the Jacobins, their correfpondenCe, their 
Speeches, and all the archives of their hiftory, 
that have unfolded to you the immenfe fupport 
they have derived from your myfteries and from 
all your Jecret /octettes, in the profecution of their 
conspiracies againft Jociety in general, againft all 
laws, and againft every altar. In vain fhall you 
attempt to hide it ; no part of hiftory can 
be better authenticated thefe confpiracies are 
proved at any rate to have gained admittance into 
your Lodges, and to have acquired ftrength and 
numbers from them. Your particular Lodge may 
not be one of thofe with whofe honor the Sett has 
tampered ; we are willing to believe it ; but what 
proofs can you adduce ? the Sett knows too well 
how to clothe perjury in the garb of innocence.— 
We are willing to believe it, and that will be 
another motive why we fhould conjure you in the 
name of your country to abandon thofe Lodges. 
Your prefence is only a cloak for coiifpirators. 
The more unblemiihed may be your charattcr of 
Vol. IY. P p honor. 
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honor, the more will the confpiring adepts boaft 
of your name, and of the fraternity and intimacy 
in which you live with them. — We addrefs our 
complaints to you yourfelves, but own that we 
have fufficient grounds to addrels them to the 
prince or to the fenate ; may we not with truth 
denounce you as demi-citizens, fince by your 
oath the interefts of the brotherhood are more 
dear to you than thole of your fellow-fubjefts ? 
Are we not entitled to alk, whether you are not a 
fecret enemy to every citizen who has the interefts 
of religion and his country at heart, fince you are 
a member of a fecret lociety, under the cloak of 
which a multitude of brethren are confpiring 
againfl: our religion and our laws, and that it 
is impoflible to diftinguilh the innocent from 
the guilty. What right would you have to 
complain if the fenate and your prince were to 
exclude you from the magiftracy, or from every 
office that requires the whole attention of an im- 
partial citizen, and on whom no fufpicion can 
alight, as it appears that your affeftion is at leaft 
divided between fociety in general and your fecret 
focieties, as that affe&ion, according to your own 
laws, muft be greater for the members of your 
fecret focieties than for us j fince, in Ihort, it has 
been demonftrated, that a large portion of the 
members of fecret focieties are mere confpirators? 
In vain will you object that you have never wit- 

nefied 



historical part. •.. 5 f 9 

fieffed any thing reprehenfible In the Lodgdv 
Were you only initiated in the myfteries of the 
Grand Lodge of London, know, that notwith>» 

(landing all the exceptions we have made in>ks 
favor, fufpicions are even caft upon that Lodged 
and a reviewer thinks himfelf founded in detayin£ 
the validity of fuch exceptions *. If you' a ft fd 
carelefs of your reputation as to remain ; infenfibla 
to fuch fufpicions, allow me at lead to. addrefe 
' myfelf to you in the name of all 'mankind, whofe 
interefts you tell us are fo dear to you. - ■ > : 

No longer than a century ago the remaining part 
of Europe was nearly a ftranger to your Lodges 
and their myfteries. You made it the baneful 
prefent ; the new-ereded Lodges have filled with 
Jacobins, and from them the mod difaftsfius 
fcourge that has ever befallen the univerfe has 
rulhed forth to produce thefe terrible eftedsj you 
imparted to them the myfteries of your Equality 
and of your Liberty ; to combine and prepare 
them, you introduced them into your tenebrous 
afyltrmsj to prepare their pupils, you taught them 
your trials and your oaths ; and that they might 
propagate their confpiracics from pole* to pole, 
you lent them your language, your fymbols, your 
figns, your cypher, your diredories, your hierar- 
chy, and all the regulations for your invifible cor- 


• See the Monthly Review, Appendix to Vol. XXXV. 
Page 504. 
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refpondence. The offspring may have improved 
on the myfteries of their progenitors j but has not 
their conduct been fuch as to make you abjure 
aU connection with them ; have not your Lodges 
been fo prophaned as to make you haften to aban- 
don them; is not the difaftrous (courge that has 
burft from tliem a fufficient ground for eter- 
nally doling their gates ? O you, whofe fleets, 
under the protection of heaven, ride triumphant 
over the main, difpelling the fleets of the SeCt! 
O grant to the univerfe a victory, perhaps of frill*' 
greater importance. At the fight of your admi- 
rals the SeCt difappears ; drive then, from its re- 
cedes that bantling of yours ; (how that if the 
Abufc of your myfterious affociations may in pofli- 
bility be fatal to the univerfe, you are willing at 
leatt to deprive the vile confpirators of every plea 
that can tarnilh your glory. Show, that if fports, 
innocent in your hands, could grow into a fcourge 
in the hands of others, you are not backward in 
making a facrifice of fuch utility to nations. Your 
example would be powerful ; and it is incumbent 
on you to pronounce the anathema on fecret fo- 
cietics ; to clofe the gates of the Lodges, to clofe 
them all without exception, nevermore to be 
opened, whatever may be the nature of their 
myfteries. None can exift into which the Scft 
will not attempt to penetrate j none can exift 
where the magiftrate and honeft citizen can fit 
down certain that the Sedl has not intruded with 
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its plots and means of feduttion. The more zea- 
lous you may be for the prefcrvation of our laws, 
the lefs will you be enabled to fecure us againft 
the plots of the Sett j for though it fball ever 
commune with you it will not lay its views open 
to you until it has feduced you. Mafons of Eng- 
land, what a fatal gift have you made to the 
world! May the hiftorian who lhall write the 
annals of this age, when fpeaking of the fcourge 
that has rulhed forth from the Lodges, conclude 
by faying, if England made the baneful prefent 
to the univerfe, it was alfo the firft to facrifice its 
own Lodges for the fafety of nations. 

Why Ihould not every honeft Mafon on the 
Continent addrefs himfelf in terms Vim ilar to thofc 
in which we addrefs the Englilh brotherhood? 
Their pre fence would no longer be a cloalc to the 
Myfteries of the confpiring Jacobins. Left to 
themfelves, they could no longer plead the inqp- 
cence of their Myfteries. If the Magiftratcs 
treated them with all the feverity of the law, he 
would not have to fear the protefts of honeft citi- 
zens. Then would every thing denote that the 
time was come to ftrike all fecret focieties with the 
anathema of the laws; then would all the produc- 
tions of the Sett be fupprefled, or thrown away 
with indignation by every clafs of citizens. True 
principles only would be taught, and thefe would 
difeard from the minds of the people all thofc dif- 
P p 3 organ- 
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organizing errors. The Sedt once diflodged from 
its lurking places, truth and light would dilpel 
that warfare of illufion, error, Mid darknefi, 
which, waged by the Sophifters of Jacobinifm, 
prepares the way for the triumphant entry of its 
deftroying brigands. 

But that long-expedted day, that day of devaf- 
tation and plunder foretold in the Myftcries, has 
dawned. In darknefs have the adepts multiplied, 
and the legions of the Sedt have fallied forth. 
They now wage the war of pikes and deftrudtion, 
they wave the firebrands of revolution; but have 
not abandoned the warfare of illufion. Sovereigns 
and Minifters of Empires! It behoves you toftem 
the torrent of thefe men of blood by the marfhal- 
led bands of heroes whom you command. I do not 
pretend to ftep over the threlhold of the chamber 
where our warriors fit in council to deliberate on 
thf means of vanquifhing the Sedt in the field of 
battle. But, to enfure the fuccefs of your va- 
lorous efforts, may we intrude on your wifdom, to 
reprefent that force fhould not attradl your entire 
attention? The Jacobin is no common enemy. 
He wages a war of Sedt, of profelytifm againft 
you; and Sedts are not to be vanquifhed by the 
fame arms as warriors waging a glorious war, or 
brigands rufhing for;h from their ungrateful Ihores 
ip queft of pillage and booty. The feat of con- 
flict lies in opinions. The Jacobin has all the en- 
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thufiafm of the Sectary, and has alfo the force of 
arms; that you may overpower his arms, you 
lhould know the object of his delirium. 

I began by declaring, and think I have eftab- 
lifhed the polition, that in this warfare of pikes 
and firebrands the Sett fends forth its legions to 
fhiver the fcepter, not to fight the power ; it has 
not promifed to its adepts the crowns of Princes, 
Kings, and Emperors, but has required and bound 
thole adepts by an oath to deftroy them all. In 
the Sovereign, it is not the perfon that they hate } 
but it is the chiefj the Minifter of the Social Or- 
der. The war it wages againft a nation is of a 
fimilar complexion; it is that war of opinion, 
which hates, not the Englifhman, but the laws of 
the Englifh, which abominates not the German, 
the Spaniard, or the Italian, but the God, the 
Altars, the Thrones, the. Senates of the German, 
the Spaniard, or the Italian, in (hort, of evetf 
people. Do not fuffer yourfelf to be milled; the 
Pentarques will certainly attempt to warp thefe 
plans and plots of the Sed, and make them fub- 
fervient to their own ambition ; but have not the 
myfteries taught us, that the elevation of an Or- 
leans, a Barras, or a Rewbel' to che throne, never 
entered the mind of the adepts when they mur- 
dered their lawful Sovereign ? It may fupport its 
tyrannic Pentarques in the deftrudion of kings 
and governments, but it will crulh thefe tyrants 
P P 4 »» 
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in their turn, when they (hall haye completed die 
deftrudion of fociety. It is not a new Empire 
(hat they are feeking to eftablilh ; it is at the an* 
nihilation of every Empire, of all order, rank, 
diftindion, property, and focial tie, that they 
aim. Such is the Ultimate View of its myfteries 
of Equality and Liberty. Such is that reign of 
anarchy and abfolute independence, proclaimed in 
the fubterraneous lurking-places, under the appel- 
lations of patriarchal reign, of the reign of Realbn 
and of Nature. 

Sovereigns, Minifters, You who watch for the 
iafcty of the fubjed! Is it clear to you why we fo 
much inlift on this general and predominating 
flatted as the foie principle and objed of this ter- 
rible war? Becaufe it immediately points out 
that it behoves you to combat this relentlels foe 
by an ardour and zeal for the univerfal maintenance 
of focial order; becaufe now it is more than ever 
incumbent on you to caft afide all ideas of per- 
fonal intereft, that might counterad the general 
effort ; becaufe, were it poflible that the intercfts 
of the Sed could for a moment coincide with 
yours, it would be only a duty that you would 
fulfil in fufpending thofe mutual refentments or 
national jealoufics that have but too long nurtured 
enmities and bloodlhed; becaufe much woe will 
befal you, if you be imprudent enough to think 
but for an inftant that you can either make the 
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principles or the legions of the Sedt the inftru- 
ments of your vengeance, or of your perfonal 
views; for. the powers you put in motion fhall 
fbon fall back upon you. • 

I am not one of thole who thought that they 
could trace fueh a kind of policy in the .firft mo- 
tions of the French revolution, pretending that 
foreign powers had abetted the Jacobins with a 
view, if not to crufh, at leaf! to weaken the an- 
cient and powerful fabric of the French monarchy. 
I have probed the ftrength of the Scft when it 
rulhed from its dens. . But let it not be over- 
looked by hiftory; let the terrible example of 
that man who was held out as one of the greateft. 
politicians of the age, be ever prefent to the eyes 
of fovereigns. The Sedt began to demonftrate 
the firft elements of its Code of Equality, 
liberty, and Sovereignty of the People j baneful 
policy ordered La Fayette, D’Eftaing, and 
Rochambeau, to proceed to the fuccour of a co- 
lony aflerting its fovereignty againft its mother 
country. I do not pretend to difcufs the rights 
of London or of Philadelphia ; but let the mi- 
nifter, the politician Vergennes rife from his 
grave, he who in America would make, and in 
Holland abet, revolutions of the people equal and 
free ; let him look to the throne, or feek the fb- 
vereign whofe interefts he thought to ferve when 
ufing the Sedt as an engine of ftate ! ! Let the 

minifter 
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minifter of Jofeph II. I mean, Mercy D’Argen- 
teau, come forth ; let him behold to what an end 
the lervices of that fovereign populace would lead 
which he was about to ■afiemble in Brabant, or the 
fcrvices of tboje pretended friends to the public 
Jafety, in other words, of the emiffiaries of the 
Seft, already omnipotent in Paris, or of thofe 
Jacobins that he would receive and fupport, that 
he might opprefs through the means of anarchy*. 
No, the Sedt that has fworn to Oliver every fceptre 
■ will not avenge any quarrels of your’s, or prove a 
fupport in danger. Banilh then every idea of al- 
liance or union with its principles and means ! it 
can never lofe fight of its Ultimate End ; and if 
it fhould affedt to make a common caufe with you 
in the annihilation of the throne that gives you 
umbrage, it will only be that it may find you 
Handing alone and deftitute of allies when it (hall 
turn back upon you. 

To renounce luch temporary and difaftrous ler- 
vices can be no great lacrifice. When the com- 
mon enemy of fociety rears its head, is it not the 
duty of the chiefs of fociety to forget all private 
quarrels, and unite in combating fo formidable a 
foe ? Every Hep gained againft it, will be a ftep 
gained for yourfelf, for your people, and for that 
portion of fociety over which you prefide. Still 

* See Letters on the Affairs of the Auffrian Netherlands, 
Let. II. P. 31. 
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farther from your mind be all thofe ideas of cold 
ceconomy, calculating the facrifices or efforts 
you will have to make, or the indemnities 
. you may claim ! When the houfe that joins 
your palace is in flames, do you think yourfelf 
fafe becaufe you have not contributed to the con- 
flagration ? Or do you enquire what reward is 
offered for extinguifhing the flames ? More wild- 
ly avaricious, would you think of pillaging that 
houfe while the flames were communicating to 
your own ? Save the univerfe, and you fave your 
own empire. Every throne beat down by the Ja- 
cobin, reduces an obftacle that he has to encounter 
in the attack of yours. Will the arfenals he (hall 
pillage, will the requifitions of men, and legions 
raifed, in the newly-conquered ftates, enfure the 
indemnities you afk ; or do you expedt, by com- 
placency, flattery, and meannefs, to have an ex- 
ception made in your favour ? Can you hope to 
fee the Pentarques always prelerving their neutra- 
lity in your regard, becaufe for the moment they 
are pleafed not to demand any farther facrifices 
from you? Or, when you defert the comrflon 
caufe, will you ground your fecurity on treaties of 
, peace, or even on treaties of alliance offenfive and 
. defenfive ? O. virtue ! what defertion of the com- 
mon caufe ! O fhame ! O cowardice ! No, the 
very idea of fuch treaties could never have en- 
tered your mind, had you been acquainted with 

the 



ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY j 

. the Se& that propoles them. You hare ligned 
them ) but you do not enjoy peace, not even a 
neutrality. You are its Have. You are only the 
mouth-piece of its imperious didates, until the 
Selt.lhall choofe to ftrip you of even the fem- 
blance of authority .-—You will tell us, perhaps, 
that you . have been neuter in the conteft j that is 
to fay, you have not dared to attack the Jacobin 
that only waits to drag you into flavcry pll he 
Hull have crulhed thofe with whom you lhould 
have leagued, and who could have defended you 
or avenged your death.— -You have lived in peace 
with the common enemy of fociety ! You have 
fworn to abandon fociety to be butchered, thrones 
to be annihilated, and feeptres to be fhivered ; and 
this without ihowing the lead refinance. — Have 
you made treaties of alliance ? then you have 
fworn to fupport the deftroying hords, and to con- 
tribute towards the deftrudion and devaftation of 
fociety. 

You are fenfible as we are of the Ihame, of the 
ignominy, of fuch a neutrality, peace, or alliance. 
—But a fuperior force commands....Then fay that 
you are vanquifhed, that you are a (lave to the 
Sed, and we fhall then a(k, if on no occaGon a 
valiant death be preferable to flavery ? Is that 
throne faved, around which you ftill hover, by 
permiffion of the Sed, merely as the mouth-piece 
of its commands ? Are your people faved, who 
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are obliged to fully their hands with the crimes 
inherent to Jacobins ? Is that flare free, who, 
chained to the bench of the gallies, can only han- 
dle his oars in the fervice of a pirate ? If you 
frill preferve any glimmerings of Liberty, if your 
ftrength be not entirely exhaufted, rife, Oh ! rife 
once more, and fight the battles of fociety ! — 
Could you dill be led aftray by that fritting fcm- 
blance of authority -which the Se& has allowed 
you, hearken to Jean dc Brie, propofing in the 
name of the Sell, in the midft of its legiflators, 
to raid a legion of twelve hundred' affaffins, and to 
fend them, not to kill one king, but to murder 
every king ! Did not thofe legiflators announce to 
you in terms fufficiently clear the fate which they 
intended for you and your peoplej when they de- 
clared that they would fraternize with every nation 
that wiihed to lhake off its laws or rife againft its 
magiftrates and fovereign * ? Would you wifh to 
perfuade yourfelf that there exifts a Angle king 
who is not comprehended within the revolutionary 
profcription, go and aflift at the annual celebration 
of the feftival held by the Seft in honour of the 
murderers of their king ; go and hearken to their 
conftituted authorities, and to the ambafiadors 
whom they fend to the neutral or allied Powers, 
all folemnly fwearing the oath of hatred to roy- 

* Decree of the 9th November, 1792. 
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alty. You have feen the adepts teaching in the 
univerfities, that but a few more years will clapfc 
before the laft myfterics of the Sett lhall be ac- 
complilhed ; then neither king nor magiftrate lhall 
exift, nor a Angle nation, country, or fociety go- 
verned by laws. And with fuch a profpett before 
you, do you ftill hefitate at throwing afide petty 
jealoufies and perfonal interefts ? Shall preten- 
fions, miftrufts, and enmities, between king and 
king, or nation and nation, dilimite you, when lo- 
ciety calls upon you for the defence not only of 
your own crown but of every crown, not only 
of your own nation but of every nation wherever 
laws are recognized ? 

It is not yet too late. Nations are ftill more 
powerful than the Sett ; let then every nation 
unite ; let their kings, their fenates, their people, 
join in the common caufe ; let every man living 
in the ftate of fociety confider the warfare waged 
by the Sett againft- fociety and property as aimed 
at his own perfon. Shall the heart of the Jaco- 
bin alone be inflamed by the fire of enthuf.afmf 
Shall the defolation of your country, the deftruc- 
tion of your altars, of your laws, of your for- 
tunes, the devaftation of your towns and manfions, 
the tearing away of your children, not roufe you 
from your lethargy ? Shall not fuch lights in- 
fpire you with courage, are they not inducements 
for facrifices as powerful at lcaft as the enthufiafm 
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of delirium in the Jacobin ? Shall it ftill con- 
tinue to be faid, that the Brigands alone know the 
power and ftrength of union ? Every where they 
are one } they have but one objedt in view ; they 
all ferve but one and the fame caufc j they are 
brethren wherever they meet, merely becaufe they 
univerfally aim at the deftrudfcion of the focial 
order. May chiefs of nations then unite in one 
common tie of affcdtion ; for it is the common 
intereft of all and each of them to preferve that 
focial order. Such would be my definition of a 
war of zeal for fociety, a war entirely diredted 
againft the Sedb, and the only means of depriving 
it of thofe refources which it may have but too 
plentifully drawn from politicians hacknied in wars 
of vengeance, jealoufy, and ambition, but little 
accuftomed to the idea of fuch facrifices as wars 
for the general intereft of fociety may require. 

When I thus wifh to ftir up all nations to 
make but one power, but one nation in the com- 
mon caufe ; when I thus wifh to fee them all ac- 
tuated by the fame zeal and ardor for combating 
the Seft ; the reader may be tempted to afk/me, 

' what is become of the war of humanity, of felf- 
prefervation, that 1 wifhed to fee oppofed to that 
warfare of fury, deftrudtion, and of fanguinary 
rage againft fociety ? Doubtlefs, it muft afflidt 
me thus to found the general alarm, which call s 
your embattled legions into the field of Mars* 
7 but 
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counfellors of fuch a cruel humanity forefeen that 
a Seel whofe empire is terror, whofe means are 
thole of brigands and afTaflins, was not to be over- 
powered by their perfidious cotnplaifance, what 
horrors and what rivers of blood would have been 
fpared ; what numbcrlefs citizens has that reign of 
terror chained to the ftandards of the Sedt, citi- 
zens even who abhorred it ! And what numbers 
would have joined your flandard,. in defiance of 
the reign of terror, had they feen you waging a 
war againfl the Seft, and not a war of ambition. 
I never aflifted at the councils of princes, and am 
willing to believe that my fellow-countrymen have 
formed an erroneous judgement, and that the re- 
ports of partitioning and of ambitious views may 
even have originated with the Sedl, fince it acquires 
fuch empire through its means ; that error has re- 
cruited the ranks of the Sedt with foldiers whofe 
courage and lives would have been at your dif- 
pofal, had you found means of convincing them 
that you had fled to arms folely to vindicate the 
caufe of monarchy, of their religion, and of their 
laws ; had they not been led to think, that be- 
tween two enemies they were obliged to repulf^ 
that which was coming, not to defend them, but 
to profit of their dilfentions, and deliver up their 
•country to pillage, or make them lhare the fate 
of Venice or Poland 1 Deprive the Jacobins of 
•this vain pretext; let every people that groans 
. Vol. IV. Qjq under 
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under the bondage of the Sedt learn from your 
candid declarations, fupported by your deeds, 
that you only come as their faviour and liberator, 
that your legions have no other objedt in view 
than the reftoring of them to the bleffings of fo- 
cial order. 

But whither am I wandering, and what was I 
about to promife ? Shall the fate of my country, 
the deftinv of empires, folely depend on the 
ftrength of armies ? There is a war far more ter- 
rible than that of brigands, which the Sedt wages 
againll us. The amazing progrefs of impiety, 
the corruption of morals, and general apoftacy of 
an age ftyling itfclf the age of Philofophy ; thefe 
are the real arms of the Sedt, the grand fource 
of all our misfortunes. Ye who may be affright- 
ed at thele truths becaufe they may affedt you 
more particularly, turn back to the caufes of our 
misfortunes, and you will trace them all to this 
apoftacy. 

Infuriate as a demoniac of blafphemy, a difaf- 
trous Sophifter exclaimed, I will not ferny my 
Keafon fliall be free. The God of Revelation may 
^erlecute me, but I will perfecute him, I will raifc 
a fchool againft him, I will furround mylelf with 
•ronfpiring adepts, I will fay to them Cruft) tbt 
U'r deb — Crulh J — C — . This fchool vvascfta- 
bliihed on the earth ; kings and great men ap- 
plauded the doctrines of this demoniac ; they re- 
i lifted 
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lifted them becaule they flattered and unbridled 
their paflions. This was the firft ftep towards the 
revolution. Do not come and plague me with 
idle reprefentations j turn to the archives of the 
impious man whom thou haft idolized j there are 
my proofs. Princes, Nobles, Lords, or Knights, 
fuch was the crime, I will not lay of each of you 
in particular, but fo predominant among you, that 
I may in fome fort call it the crime of your corps. 
The minifters of that God whom you abandoned 
admonilhed you of the fcourges with which apof- 
tates are threatened, and told you that your exam- 
ple would be fatal to your people as well as to 
yourfelves. Do you remember how their menaces 
were received ? Attend for a moment to the adls 
of that fchool which you fet up in oppofltion to 
us. Heaven, in its wrath, has permitted the ofF- 
fpring of the fophifters to multiply like unto the 
Jocufts. They thought themfelves the Gods of 
Reafon ; they alfo raifed their voices, declaring that 
they would not ferve } but, turning their eyes to- 
ward you, they added, opprefiiort and tyranny has 
placed men like unto us upon thrones ; chance of 
birth has made men Nobles and Grandees who 
are not fo good as ourfelves. They laid it ; and 
that Liberty which you afierted againft your Gpd, 
when ftimulated by your paflions, they now aflert 
againft you at the inftigation of their pride. They 
confpire againft the throne and the nobility that 
Qjq a furrounds 



59 * 


ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY; 

furrounds it. Abandoned to your blindnefs, you 
courteoufly received this cloud of fophifters, juft 
as you had received their progenitor. The priefts 
of the living God came once more and admo* 
nifhed you, that this fchool of impiety would not 
only operate the ruin of the church, but fweep 
away into the common mafs of ruin Kings, Prin- 
ces, Laws, and Magiftrat&s. Reafon called as 
loudly on you as your priefts ; but you had turned 
away from Revelation, and you refufed to hearken 
to the voice of reafon. 

The God whom you daily irritated by your 
apoftacy permitted this cloud of Sophifters to de- 
fcend into the abyfs of the Lodges, and there, 
under pretence of Mafonic purfuits, the occult 
adepts combined their confpiracies againft the al- 
tar, the throne, and all diftinftions, with thofe of 
the pretended fages whofe dupes you had been.— 
The adepts now multiplied as faft as the Sophifr 
ters. Under the aufpices of another pretended 
Sage, who could improve on every fpecies of im- 
piety and blafphemy, a new Se£t is foltered under 
the name of Illuminees. Thefe, like the' hero 
of your apoftacy, fwore to crufti Chrift, as his 
offspring fwore to crufh you yourfelves ; and, in 
common with all brigands, fwore to annihilate the 
empire of the laws. — Such has been the fruit of 
that Philofophifm which you would fo obftinately 
portray as true wifdom. At length to diffipate 
6 the 
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the illufion, and to call you back to the faith of 
his Gofpel, far more than to avenge himfelf, what 
has your God done ? He has filenced his pro- 
phets and the do&ors of his law ; he has faid to 
them, “ Difcontinue thofe leffons with which you 
combat the delirium of thefe impious men. They 
raife their Reafon up againft me ; it is my Son 
whom they have fworn to crulh. They wifli to 
reign alone over that people. They have taken 
upon themfelves the important talk of leading 
them to true happinefs j 1 will let them ad ; I 
abandon that people to the wifdom of their new 
teachers. You, my priefts and pontiffs, fly from 
amklft them, carry away with you the Gofpel of 
my Son. Let their fages beat down his altars ; 
let them raife trophies in his temples to their 
heroes who had fworn to crulh him ; and let that 
people proceed under the foie diredion of the 
light of their Reafon. Begone, retire ; together 
with my Son I abandon both the people and their 
grandees to their fages ; let thofe fages be their 
leaders, fince they turn their backs upon me and 
my Son.” 

Frenchmen, the God of your forefathers has 
thus fpoken. Oh, how deeply and cafily can he 
confound the prudence of prudent men and the wif- 
dom of fages! Go; proceed through that vaft 
empire which he has abandoned to your pretend- 
ed Philofophy, His pricfls have abandoned it; 

CLq 3 his 
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his altars are beaten down ; his gofpel is no longer 
to be found. Now calculate the crimes and dilafi* 
ters ! ! Go and wander among thofe ruins, behold 
thole mazes and fhapelefs heaps of rubbilh. Aik 
of the people, what is become of thole millions 
of citizens that formerly thronged in their towns 
and fields ; inquire what inundation of Vandals 
has devaluated their land. What has been the late 
of that town, that proudly towered in magni- 
ficent palaces, or thofe other towns, the modem 
rivals of ancient Tyre ? By what means have 
thofe riches dwindled into nothing, that were 
annually brought from the Ihores of the eaft or 
the Ifles of the well. Thofe notes of mirth, 
thole rural fongs, why have they given place 
to groans and complaints ? Why is that brow, 
formerly the feat of content, now knitted and 
downcaft with terror ; and why thofe fighs, that 
even the fear of being heard cannot fupprels! 
All you inhabitants of France, who were for- 
merly fo happy under the laws of your forefathers, 
but at prefent victims to all the horrors of the 
revolution, have you not among ye its Philo- 
fophers, the wifdom of its Deifts, of its Atheifts, 
and of its Philanthropills ? And you in par- 
ticular, the difciples, and for a long time the 
zealous protestors of all thefe revolutionary 
fages, how comes it to pals that you are now 
difperfed on the face of all Europe, poor and 

deferted ? 
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deferted ? Is not that Philofophy which you fo 
much idolized now triumphant in the very centre 
of its empire ? 

Ah, how bitter would be fuch language in the 
mouth of a God but too well revenged! Un- 
happy victims of your confidence in thele falfe 
fages ! You now conceive how terrible it is to be 
abandoned to the empire of impiety ! Confels at 
laft, that your credulity, your confidence in thefe 
heroes of Sophiftry has been difaftrous indeed ! 
They promifed you a revolution of wifdom, of 
light, of virtue j and they have curfed you with 
a revolution of delirium, extravagance, and 
wickednefe. They promifed you a revolution of 
happincfs. Equality, Liberty, of the golden age j 
and they have brought down upon you the moft 
frightful revolution that a God, juftly irritated by 
the pride and wickednefs of men, has ever poured 
down upon the earth. Such is the end of all that 
impiety which it has pleafed you to ftyle Philo- 
fophy. 

Never let any perfon pretend to dilpute the 
prime caufe of all our misfortunes. Voltaire and 
RoufTeau are the heroes of your revolution, as 
they were of your Philofophifm. It is now time 
to diflipate the illufion, if you wilh to fee the 
fcourge ceafe, and preferve yourfelf from a fimi- 
lar danger in future. You muft work a revolu- 
tion that will be the death-blow to that philofo- 

phifm 



6 co 


ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY' ; 

phifm of impiety, it* you wifh to appeafe the God 
who has only permitted this fcourge to befal man 
to avenge his Son. It is not by per lifting in the 
outrage, by leaving your hearts a prey to the 
prime caufe of all our misfortunes, that you will 
find the termination of them. The great crime 
of the Jacobin is his impiety j his great flrength 
refts in yours. The powers of hell will fecond 
him when he combats againft Chrifti and will 
heaven, think ye, declare for you, fo long a* 
your morals and your faith fhal) declare you an 
enemy to the Son of God ? By your impiety 
you become the brother of the Jacobin, You 
are a Jacobin of the revolution againft the altars 
and it is not by perfifting in this hatred againft the 
altar, that you will appeafc the God who avenges 
the altar by the revolution annihilating our thrones 
and our laws. 

Such is the lafl and tnoft important lefTon that 
we are to derive from tliofc fcourges that have 
befallen us in the fame gradation as the fophifters 
of impiety, the fophifters of rebellion, the fophif- 
ters of anarchy confpired. — O that I may have fuc- 
eeeded, when terminating thefe Memoirs, in en- 
graving it deeply on the minds of my readers ! — 
May it more particularly contribute to pave the 
way for the reftoration of religion, of the laws, 
and of happinefs in my country !— May the re- 
ft arches that I have made to difeover the caufes 

of 
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of the revolution, be ferviceable to nations that 
may (till preferve themfelves, or rid themfelves 
of fuch difafters ! — Then will that God who has 
fupported me in my purfuit, h^ve blefled my la- 
. hours with an ample recompence. 


END OF THE FOURTH AND LAST PART. 




NOTE 


For the 


ON publifhing the Tranflation of the Firft Volume of 
thefe Memoirs, I declaredthat I confidered myfelf as only 
fulfilling a duty in laying open fo excellent a work to 
thofe of my countrymen who were not fufficiently verfed 
in the French language to read the origin&l. The obje& 
of the Author throughout has been to fhew the univerfal 
havock and defolation with which thefe depredatory Sects 
have threatened all Europe; Mine has been to excite the 
vigilant attention of my countrymen, left they fall into 
the fnares that are laid to entrap them. This will, I hope, 
be thought a fufficient reafon for the following more cir- 
cumftantial application to Ireland and Great Britain of 
the dreadful plots that have been detailed in thefe Me- 
moirs. 

IRELAND. / 

Ireland, ever fince the year 1782, had prefented ft per- 
petual feene of different aflociations for different objects. 
The Volunteers had given rife to much debate; the Ro- 
man Catholics had been adively employed in petitioning 
the legiflatyre for the redrefs of certain grievances under 
which they laboured; and their prayer was at length 
partly acceded to. 

The firft 'appearance, however, of the aflbeiatian to 
which we now allude was in June, 1791. The proposals 
for it are couched in the ftyle and exact forms of the Hie- 

a rophantt 
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rophantsof Illuminifm. They recommend the formation 
of an aflociation, or, as it is ftyled, a a beneficent con- 
u fpiracy” to ferve the people $ afliiming w the fecrecy 
“ and fomewhat of the ceremonial attached to Freema- 
a fonry.” Secrecy is declared to be neceflary to make 
cc The bond of union more cohefive and the fpirit of union 
<c more ardent ; to envelope the plan with ambiguity, to 
M facilitate its own agency, to confound and terrify its 
<c enemies by their ignorance of the defign, extent, and 
u direction,” See. Its Ceremonial is alfo Mafonic in order 
to create enthufiafm. “ Let every member wear (day 
and night) an amulet round his neck, containing the 
cc great principle which unites the brotherhood, in letters 
? of gold, on a ribbon, ftriped with all the original co- 
w lours, and inclofed in a fheath of white fiUc, to repre- 
u fent the pure union of the mingled rays, and the aboli- 
cc tion of all fuperficial diftin&ions, all colours, and 
w (hades of difference, for the fake of one illuftrious End. 
cc Let this amulet of union, faith, and honour, depend 
u from the neck, and be bound about the body next to the 
cc (kin and clofe to the heart.” Mafonic Secrecy, Equa- 
lity, and Union, cannot poflibly be better described. 

Its members are to be chofcn from among men in the 
prime of life, without diftin&ion of religion ; true phi- 
lanthropes, tt who are not bound down to obedience to 
that wizard word empire, nor to the fovereignty of 
u two founding fyllables;” from among men, in (hort, 
a who know liberty, who wifh to have it, and who are 
w determined to live and die free-men” (vivre libre ou 
monrir). 

This aflociation (at firft called the Irifh Brotherhood, 
and afterwards the United Irifhmen) will have, it is 
“ (kid, an eye provident and profpedive, a reach and 
8 a amplitude 
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ct amplitude of conception commenfurate to the progref- 
<c five diffufion of knowledge j — it will make the light of 
c< philanthropy converge.” Its end is declared to be, 
a The rights of men in Ireland ; the greateft happinefs of 
u the greateft number in this Illand ; the inherent and in- 
' <c defeafible claims of every free nation:” Por, w the 
tt rights of man are the rights of God ; and to vindicate 
<c the one is to maintain the other. We muft be free, in 
u order to ferve him whofe fervice is perfeft freedom. 

The Hierophant next proceeds to ftate, that “ to form 
a a fummary of the national will and pleafure in points 
M moft interefting to national happinefs, and then to put 
cl this dottrine as fpeedily as may be into practice, will 
c< be the purpofe of this Central Society^ or Lodge , from 
c< which other lodges in the different towns will radiate.” 
The diftin&ions of rank, of property, and of religious 
perfuafions, are to be abolilhed ; but whether any thing 
Abort of w great convuljion ” can effectually and fpeedily 
procure the reform propofed, is to be, with many other 
principles of fedition, the fubjedt of future difeuflion by 
.the affociation. 

The whole body was to meet four times a year, and 
the (regulating) committee once a month. Thefe meet- 
ings were to be c< convivial ; converfationaly not a deba- 
ting fociety ; and confidential the heart open and the 
<c door locked.” Their external hufinefs to confift, a ift^ 
w in publications to propagate their principles and effedtu- 
tf ate' their ends. All papers for this purpofe are to be 
a landtioned by the committee. — - 2dly, Communication 
u with the different towns to be afjiduoufly kept up, and 
* € every exertion ufed to accompltfh a National Conven- 
tion. — 3dly, Communication with fimilar focieties 
u abroad, as the Jacobin Club at Paris, the Revolution 

a 2 a Society 
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tt Society in EkcIAVD, the Committee p f Reform i ir 
** Scotland” 

Eulogies were to be pronounced (as in the MinervM 
Schools) u on fuch men as fhall have deferred well of 
u their country lititil death r whofc works fhotildlive in a 
a library to be formed by the foctetyand dedicated toll* 
11 berty ,” — u The ariftocracy (poor dupes) were lo be 
u made their inftmmcnts,” — ( Irtjb Report^ Appendix^ 
N$, IP.) — Such was the plan on which this afTociaron 
was to be formed, and it was recommended to the people 
of Bel fafl by a Mr. Tone- On the 9th of November, 
1791, the day on which the afTociation was mflitmed at 
Dublin, a fimllar invitation was pubKQied by it, and was 
tlgned Napper Tandy. Thus do we find that Liberty, 
Equality, Secrecy, Union, and the Rights of man, were the 
real objects of this affociation. It is true that Parliamentary 
Reform and Catholic Emancipation were held out as their 
only objects; but it has fince appeared upon oath, that 
thefe were only pretexts, and that “ the people in Lein- 
* ftcr, Munfter, and Connaught did not care the value of 
cc a pen, or the drop of ink it contained, for Parliament 
t( tary Reform or Catholic Emancipation” * — ( Appendix , 
No. XXXI.) 

Their Forms and Regulations were alfo Mafonic.— 
Members were honorary or ordinary, and admitted be- 
tween two Jponfors, who vouched for the chara&ers and 
principles of the candidates. The fign and word were 
adopted. Funds were produced by admiffion fees, loans, 
and voluntary contributions of the M AriJlocratsP Taxes 
alfo of one penny per month were levied on the indivi- 
duals of the afTociation, and were generally tranfmitted 
through regular gradations to the High Superiors. Many 
changes, however, took place on this fubjedt, and latterly 

three-pence 
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three-pence per month was levied. Thefe funds were 
not even entrufted to the Provincial Committees; but 
a member of the Executive attended to carry away the 
monies as foon as they were received. — - It is true, indeed, 
that the Executive accounted to the Provincial Committee 
once every three months. 

A Chairman, or Matter, prefided over the Lodges, whole 
duty it was to preferve order and dired debates ; he had 
the power of fining refra&ory members to the amount of 
five (hillings, and even of expelling the member if hecon ti- 
nned to be contumacious ; as alfo to erafe fuch members 
as did not attend their duty after they had been ferved 
with a regular notice. Officers were appointed, and the 
fecretaries always belonged to a higher degree. The con- 
catenation of the degrees perfectly coincides with Weif- 
baupt’s plan, as the following fcale of correfpondence (of 
National, Provincial, County, and Baronial Committees, 
emanating from the Individual Societies) will demonftrate. 


N 
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When an Individual Society amounted to thirty-fix 
members, it was equally divided by lot. The firft eigh- 
teen drawn by the fecretary were confidered as the fenior 
(bciety, the remaining eighteen formed the junior fplit, 
and received its number from the Baronial Committee 
through the medium of the fenior fplit. 

a 3 
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The Baronial Committee was compofed of the fecre* 
taries, treafurers, and a delegate from each individual fo- 
ciety under their direfiion. The County and Provincial 
Committees were to be compofed of the fecretaries, trea- 
furers, and a delegate from die Committees immediately 
tinder them. — (Ibid. A To. II.) Ireland was fubdivided into 
its four Provinces, and its thirty-two Counties; butasfoon 
as two County Committees were formed, the Provincial 
Committee of that province was to be chofen. When two 
Provincial Committees had been defied, the National was 
formed of five members from each Provincial Committee. 

No perfon whatever could mention the names of com- 
mittee-men : they were not even known to thofe who had 
defied them in the cafe of the National or Executive 
Committee, the fecretaries of the Provincial that examined 
the ballot only informing the perfons who had the majo- 
rity of votes, without reporting to the Elefiors. Thus 
was the fociety entirely governed by unknown Superiors. 

When any queftions were propofed in an inferior fo- 
ciety, and this fociety wifhed to tranfmit them to other 
focicties (either to get information on the fubjefi, or for 
any other reafon) it was to fend them to the committee 
under whofe immediate direfiion it might be. 

Strange members were admitted to the meetings (or, as 
they termed it, c< to the honours of the fitting ” ) on pro- 
ducing their credentials ; but the fecretaries made no re- 
turns in their prefence. 

A teft was taken by every candidate previous to his 
admiffion, in a ftparate room, in prefrncc of his two fpon- 
fors and of a member delegated by the Mafter for that 
purpofe. The teft was declared to be u a foetal and fa- 
crei comp all f and was in the words following: ct I, A.B. 
* do voluntarily declare, that I will perfevere in endea- 

u 
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u vouring to form a brotherhood of affeftion among 
44 Irifihmen of every religious perfuafion, and that I will 
44 alfo perfevere in my endeavours to obtain an equal, full, 
44 and adequate reprefentation of all the people of Ire- 
44 land. I do farther declare, that neither hopes nor fears, 
44 rewards nor punifhments, (hall ever induce me, direftly 
44 or indireftly, to inform or give evidence againft any 
44 member or members of this or fimilar focieties, for any 
44 aft or expreffion of theirs done or made colleftivcly or 
44 individually, in or out of this fociety, in purfuance of 
44 the fpirit of this obligation.’ , — ( Ibid . No. II.) 

Dublin, Belfaft, and Newry, were now become the 
head-quarters of the new confpiracy. The latter town 
even enjoyed the exclufive privilege of printing the con- 
ftitutions of the aflbciation, till by a decree of the 7th De- 
cember 1796 it was refolved, that they (hould be printed 
in three different parts .of the Kingdom for conveniences 
fake . A delegate was alfo deputed from thence into the 
county of Cavan and the province of Leinfter, where he 
founded a number of focieties. The whole county of 
Antrim was foon in a ferment; its inhabitants were dif- 
fenters, whofe religious tenets bordered on democracy. — 
The new-fangled Rights of Man began to be the favourite 
theme of all the difcontented in Europe ; Paine’s Works 
were profufely diftributed among the Irifh; publications 
of all forts and fizes were circulated, holding out 44 Igno - 
c< ranee as the demon of difeord •— Union , as power, wif- 
a dom, and the road to liberty,” and teaching the rifing 
brotherhood cc that a more unjuft conftitution could not 
be devifed, than that which condemned the natives of a 
<c country to perpetual fervitude under the arbitrary do- 
a minion of flaves and ftrangers ; — that the firft and indif- 
44 penfablc condition of the laws in a free ftate is, the afTent 
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a of thofe whofe obedience they require that the 
w will of the nation muft be declared. — Away from us 
w (cries the Hierophant) and from our children thcfe 
M puerile antipathies fo unworthy the manhood of nations, 
a which infulate man as well as countries, and drive the 

• citizen back-to the favage.” No longer (hall man con- 
fine his attention to fome few fragments of the temple of 
Liberty. In future, a the ample earth is to be its area, 

* and the arch of heaven its dome.” — { Ibid. No. V .) — 
The means of accomplifhing thefe great things were die 
union of the whole people; and England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, were fimultaneoufly to raife their voice. In fliort, 
the clergy, gentry, and government, were held out as the 
real oppreflors of the people ; and thus were all the prin- 
ciples of anarchy and deftrudion of property to be infiifed 
into that fame people. Clubs and meetings were held 
under various denominations ; the Defenders were invited 
to unite and make a common caufe ; and the County Com- 
mittees were particularly entrufted with the care of making 
an union between the Orange Men and the Catholics, 
through great precaution was to be obferved in fpeaking 
of the latter, left the Proteftants fhould take alarm. Union 


among themfelves and difaffeflion to government was to 
conftitute their whole ftrength. It was feared that the 
Catholic Clergy would impede their finifter defigns ; re- 
ports were fpread, “ that the titular Bifiiops had been 
u fammoned before the Privy Council, and that they had 
•received a bribe of five hundred guineas; that they 

• Were to fummon all their Priefts, and command them 
¥ to do all in their power to difeover fuch of their flock 

• as were United Irilhmen, or had any connection with 

• fuch.” — (Ibid. No. II.) — In thofe parts where the 
Vbole population was Catholic, hand-bills were diftributed, 

purporting 
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purporting to be the Conftitution of the Orange Men, 
which wa& death and deftrudtion to every Catholic ; for, 
if the common people could be once ftirred up to rebellion, 
it was eafy to turn their minds againft government as the 
centre of the Orange union (and what great weight muft 
this affertion have lately acquired, when that badge was 
worn by perfons whofe duty it is ever to be above party 
prejudice!) while, as in the county of Armagh, which had 
been the fcene of much ftrife between the contending par- 
ties, the Se<S fucceeded in uniting and leaguing them in 
one common caufe againft thofe who were held out as 
the oppreffors of the ftate. 

The chain of correfpondence once perfectly eftabliflied, 
communications were opened with England and Scotland, 
and negociations carried on with the French during the 
laft fix months of 1795; and in April 1796 the outlines 
of a Treaty with France was drawn up by the National 
Committee, and tranfmitted to the French Dire&ory. — 
In the mean time the Se£ continued to propagate its 
principles and enroll recruits, and on the 8th of Novem- 
ber all the affociations received orders to hold themfelves 
in readinefs to rife, and to procure arms and ammunition, 
as the French were immediately expefled . 

On the 24th of December the French really did make 
their appearance at Gantry; and, ftrange to fay, they were 
not feconded in their attempts by the people, who uni- 
verfally rofe in the South to oppofe their invaders; but 
this is accounted for in a ftill more extraordinary manner. 
The Executive had received news, that the French had 
deferred their expedition till fpring ; this circumftance 
threw them w off their guard, and in confequence of it 
44 no meafures were taken to prepare the people for the 
44 reception of the French army. The people were left t$ 

44 them - 



u themfetvis” I hope in God that this avowal, made by 
one of their intended Governors, may prove a wholefome 
leffon to that fame people, and encourage them to follow 
the loyal and genuine didates of their hearts. — ( IHitm , 
too. XXXI.) 

In future, the bufinefs that will chiefly occupy the 
Committees will be reports on men, arms, and money, 
which latter article appears to have been a fubjed of great 
contention. Each degree thought itfelf intitled to dif- 
pofe of at leaft a part of their funds ; and fuch had been 
the law originally ; but the High Superiors found it neccf- 
fary to declare, that no Committee below the County 
Ihould be empowered to difpofe of the funds. Soon after 
this power was confined to the Provincial, and ultimately 
one of the Executive Dire&ors always attended at the 
Provincial Committee to carry away with him to the Na- 
tional Committee whatever contributions had been levied 
on the brotherhood. The jealoufy of the brotherhood 
obliged the National Committee at one time to iflue 
a proclamation, declaring that not cc one penny of their 
money bad been expended any other way than that it 
was intended for” The vigilance of Government great- 
ly contributed to augment the expences of the Sed, 
as many of the members were taken up and brought to 
trial. Thefe were defended at the expence of the bro- 
therhood. A regular Committee for the defence of pri- 
foners travelled the circuits; and the eminent talents of 
Mr. Curran (employed at a great expence) will ever ftand 
a voucher that juftice was done the prifoners wherever he 
was prefent. Large fums were fubferibed by all clafTes, 
and the duped ariftocrats (or, as one of the fecretaries 
ftyles them, the Arajiorricks ) contributed at one (ingle 
fubfeription, in the county of Antrim, 374 1 . At the 
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fpring aifizes of 1797, held in the county of Down, 7301. 
were expended, and a fafe conveyance had been procured 
to the prifoners that were confined in the jail of that 
county. This, however, was not the only means of de- 
fence devifed; for it was given as the opinion of a County 
Committee, 44 that if there is any United Irifhmen on the 
44 jury that will commit any of the prifoners that is con- 
44 fined for being United Iri(hmen, ought to lofe their 
44 exijience The expences became fo heavy at length, 
from buying arms and fupporting and defending prifoners, 
that a lottery was fet on foot ; but what reader would fuf- 
pe& (as was really thp faft) that this meafure was ob- 
jected to, on the plea that it encouraged the immorality of 
the people ? 

To return to the new military organization of the Se£h 
It was ordered, that every Baronial Committee (hould 
form its three individual focieties into a company of one 
hundred men, choofing one captain, two lieutenants, and 
five ferjeants; total io8. The reader has already feen 
how exactly the correfponding fcalc coincided with Weif- 
haupt's Uluminifm ; but when the military formation be- 
gan to take effect, and the numbers incieafed beyond all 
expectation, it was deemed neceliary to extend and change 
certain parts of this fcale. Greater danger attending the 
taking of arms, the individual focieties began to fplit as 
foon as their numbers amounted to twelve. Thefe were 
to be near neighbours, the better to watch over each 
other’s actions and to enfure fecrecy. The fecretarics 1 
alone were to form the higher committees. They were 
the bearers of all orders from the higher to the lower 
degrees; they reported the progrefs made by, and the views 
of, the Sedt, in as much as it was thought neceffary to let 
them into the fecret ; for we find that even the County 

Com- 



Committees were not in the fecret as to the nature of the 
en g a gemen ts entered into with the French. What un- 
happy deluded people then were the lower afTodators, who 
were informed of nothing, but! were to be die mere 
agents of rebellion and murder, and were hurried on into 
this abyfs of horrors by a few political libertines who 
grafped at dominion, and wiihed to wade to the helm of 
the ftate through the blood of their countrymen ! Ne- 
verthelefs, every petty piece of information that was 
tranfinitted to the lower degrees was ftyled a Report to 
their Conjtituents. 

According to die new (bale it was ordained, that ten 
Individual Societies (hould be under the direction of one 
Baronial Committee j ten Baronials to one upper Baro- 
nial ; and in large towns ten upper Baronials to one 
HJlrtR. But as foon as a County contained four or more 
Diftri& Committees, the County Committee was created. 
When committees had been appointed in two counties, 
the Provincial Committee was formed of two delegates 
from each, and the National Committee (or the Execu- 
tive) of five delegates from each of the four Provincial 
Committees, though the National Committee was formed 
as foon as two Provincial Committees had been ele&ed. 
A part of this Executive was ftationary in each province ; 
and it appears that Dublin, Cork, and Galway, were their 
refidence in three provinces ; but with refpedt to Ulfter* 
it does not appear whether Belfaft, Armagh, or Newry, 
could claim the honour. From this new formation, 
each upper Baronial will be found to contain a regiment. 
(Ibid. XXIV.) V 

One Individual Society I 12 Men* 

One Baronial I 10 I 120 
One upper Baronial J 10 [ 100 J 1200 
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The captains elefted the colonels, and the latter pro- 
pofed three perfons, one of whom was created adjutant- 
general by the national committee. It may not be im- 
proper here to remark the care with which thefe higher 
confpirators fought to preferve their authority in their own 
hands* even in cafe of a revolution ; for when there was a 
queftion afterward of forming a national affembly , it was 
refolvedthat each of the thirty-two counties (hould depute 
one perfon to be added to the executive, all lower focieties 
being caft out of die balance, and only to be confidered as 
agents, who, after having been robbed of every. moral and 
’ civil virtue, were to raife on high their fanguinary chiefs 
and feducers, glutted with the blood of their lawful go- 
vernors. 

Here we fee the amazing progrefe made and the great 
power acquired fince the 9th of November, 1791. Every 
thing now took a ferious and military turn. The new- 
elefled officers were in ft rutted to ftudy tatties and acquire 
every fpecies of military information with refpeft to roads, 
magazines, mills, &c. Plans weredevifed for thefupportof 
the wives and children u during the exertions of the Bro - 
“ therhood in the field * 9 Every thing that could thwart 
government was difeufled and refolved. The confumption 
of fpirits was, prohibited, in order to hurt the excife; 
bank-notes were cried down ; and even the buying of 
quit-rents was expreffly forbidden. In the mean time the 
High Superiors faw that this armed mob could not be com- 
petent of themfelves to cope with the king’s troops ; a means 
of debauching the latter from their allegiance was there- 
fore contrived, ffand- bills were privily circulated, hold- 
, ing out their officers “ as tyrants that had rebelled againft 
a the rights of man y and whofe orders were damnable 
bills, in fhort, of the raoA inflammatory nature were dif- 
X perfed 
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perfed among the military by the towns-peoplc, who were 
charged with the fedu&ion of the troops of their garrifon. 
Thcy fwore-in fome few of the foldim; thcfe fwore 
others ; and when their number was fufficient, focieties 
were formed in the regiments- Here again we find the 
fign and word , which were changed every month; the 
cateehifm for recognizing a true brother ; and the oath, 
which was, “ to be true to the French republic* and to 
a take the life of any man who would attempt to dif- 
cover. . . The rule for reckoning on friends among 
the military was* * that in cafe the perfcn fworn is an 
u United Iiifhman, and has not taken any active fteps 
a againft the body or any of its members* out of the line 
w of hts profjfton^ he was to be deemed ft ill the Friend of 
44 the United Iriftimen.” — { Ibid* No, A' I V,) — The bet- 
ter to propagate the fyftem, it was held out to the military, 
44 that when the F rench fliould come, the foldiers were to 
u be fuch as them ; that there were to he no rich Y hut all 
“ Equality; and that there was no ufe in their going 
u againft the French* becaufe when all the Powers were 
c< againft them* they could make no hand of them.” 
They were alfo tampered with refpe&ing their pay. 
When all this had fufficiently fucceeded* w a foldier in 
“ each company was appointed to make a return of united 
<c men in his refpedtive company, while two of the 
c< fteadieft men” from each regiment “ were employed to 
a carry thcfe returns” to the towns-people. Thefe* in 
return, informed them of the progrefs made by the Se& in 
Ireland, and of its numbers on-board the Englijh and 
French fleet; as alfo of all kinds of news from the lat- 
ter. A plan was fettled, « that upon a fignal given, (and 
cc this was fetting fire to a houfe, or fome fuch token,) if 
w it was by day light, the men ihould turn out of the 
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te ranks; and if it was by night, and it could be fo con* 

44 trived, an United Irifhman fliould be fentry at the gate, 

“ who was to fell the barracks ; and fuch United Irifh- 
44 men as were within the barracks were to exert them- 
44 felves in feizing fuch arms and ammunition within as 
44 they could get. — If there were but thirty friends in the 
44 barracks, by having them clifperfed up and down in the 
44 rooms, when the attack was to be made, * they could give 
44 the arms to the towns-people.” If any part of the 
garrifon were not to be depended upon, the cannons fei zed 
were to be pointed on the barracks, or whole corps were 
to be cut off for refufing to coalefce with them. Some 
of the brotherhood even went fo far as to attempt to fet 
fire to the ftores ; but the burning coals were luckily dif- 
covered by m dragoon. Such was the plan for garrifons 
and towns ; the mode of proceeding in camp is exempli- 
fied in that of Bandon: 44 On the i ft of July, 1797, the 
41 country was to be fet on fire on both ends and in the 
44 middle; and then, with what friends Mr. O’Brien 
44 near Bandon could fend them, and what friends they 
<c had in camp, about Four Hundred, they intended firft 
44 taking the cannon, and then taking the bell tents, with 
44 the fmall arms, which they would give to the country 
44 people fent by Mr. O’Brien, and then go put General 
44 Coote and as many officers as they could to deaths and 
44 retreat to Bantry, take poffeflion of the battery, and 
44 keep it if poffible till the French would land.” It appeared 
that at a future time, when a rifing was alfo to have taken 
place, that the foldiers were to put all their officers to deaths 
and the yeomanry alfo if they oppofed thenu In return for 
.fo fignal a fervice, the town of Skibbereen was to be 
given up to the foldiers for pillage during eight hours . — - 
( Ibid, XXIX.) Thus do we fee the gradual progrefs of 

this 
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this horrid aflociation toward its cruel and fanguinary ob- 
ject — THE GREAT end ! ! 'The committees in fu- 
ture proceed with the greateft eagernefs to prepare every 
thing that can involve their country in 'rebellion and 
bloodfhed. After the example of the bloody Marat, and 
according to the true principles of the Se£t, a paper en- 
titled the Uviov Star was publiihed at Belfaft, printed 
only on one fide, fo that it could be pafted on the walls of 
the ftrccts. Let this paper defcribe itfejf : a As the Union 
tt Star is an official paper (of the Brotherhood) the mana- 
u gers p«*omife the public that no charafters fhall be ha- 
w zardcd but fuch as are denounced by authority, as being 
u the partners and creatures of Pitt and his fanguinary 
u journeyman Luttrcll 99 (that is to fay, Lord Carhampton, 
the commander-in-chief). <c The Star offers to public 
u jufticc the following deteftable traitors, as fpies and 
u perjured informers. Perhaps fome arm more lucky than 
w the reft may reach their, hearts, and free the world from 
w bondage.” Then was given a lift of prescriptions, ex- 
actly fuch as Marat gave when he ftyled himfelf the politi- 
cal calculator , btcaufc, when four men had been torn to 
pieces by the demoniacs of Paris, he ftated, that fubtract- 
ing 4 from 30,000 there ftill remained 29,996 ariftocrats 
to fall beneath the national vengeance. Now this official 
writer, in his frantic rage, thus ad defies his Sovereign : 
iC Let the indignation of man be railed againft the im- 
w pious wretch who prophanely aflumes the title of reign- 
u ing by the grace of God, and impudently tells the 
• c< world he can do no wrong. — Oh, man ! or rather lefs, 
w Oh, king ! will the fmothered groans of my coun- 
w trymen, who in thy name fill the innumerable dun- 
a geons you have made, for ajferting th? rights of man^ 

« be 
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44 be confidered no wrongs ? — Go, impious blafphenrier ! 
44 and your hypocritical forcerers, to the fate PrtiLoso- 
tt phy, Juftice, and Liberty configns thee. ’Tis in- 
a evitable, thy impofitions are deteded ; thy kind have 
a been brought to juftice. The firft pofleffor of thy 
41 trade has recently bled for the crimes of the craft. — * 
44 We appeal to thy noble and venerated name, O Bru- 
44 tus ! who bravely aflaffinated the tyrant of your coun- 
44 try amidft his cohorts and in the prefence of his pen- 

* fioned fenate.” — ( XXVI I.) — Thefe are literal ex- 
tracts from this paper ; and no Knight Kddofcb of Mafon- 
ry nor Man-king of .Illuminifm could hold more violent 
language. Another paper, nearly as wild, called The 
Press, was publilhed by Mr. Arthur O’Connor, with * 
ftmilar view of inflaming the minds of the people. Thd 
violence of his own productions may be prefumed from the 
fentence he pafles on all the moft violent papers of Eng- 
land in his letter to his Brother. 44 We (Burdett and 
44 himfelf) ordered you the Courier ; as to the morning 
44 papers they are mere lumber in your office ; fo we did 
44 not fend you more than the Courier, as in the bufi- 
44 nefe of the Prefs we found it ufelefs to have any other.* 
— (Trials at Maidjlone .) 

The Committees continued to receive daily reports of 
the motions and determinations of their allies, the Frenchf 
of their friends in England and in Scotland ; and of the 
immenfe progrefs that the Seft was making. November, 
1796, they are informed, 44 that four new Societies are 
44 organized in Scotland , and that the County of Kerry 
44 Militia required one hundred conftitutions for their own 
44 ufe.” In April, 1797, that 44 their numbers are im- 

* menfe in Leinfter, though unacquainted with the fyf- 
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“ tern of organization. In Ulfter there woe 116,844 
•* men organined.”* k 

In May, a new fcene opens itfclf, which unfortunately 
(hews 4% that the Irifli Brotherhood were no ftrau g eis to 
deliberate aflaffination. Between die hours of eight and 
nine on a Sunday morning, the 7th of May, 1797, a ma 
of the name of James Dunn (a finith and farrier, who had 
been in Lord Carhampton’s fenrjpe for die (pace of fifte e n 
years, and lived in a houie at his lonHhip’s park-gate) pre* 
fatted himfelf at a Baronial Committee, held in a pubfic- 
houfe, Strand-ftreet, Dublin. Maurice Dunn, die keep- 
er of the houfe, was his iponfor, and a would engage his 
“ life for him that he was up or Jhraigbt '.** Hotapa 
die figns of the Brotherhood were put to him j and haring 
by his anfwers proved that he was a true and accepted 
Brother, the chairman took the chair. James Dunn 
fubmitted to the Society, “ that he and a few more friends 
“ were thinking of doing out ((hooting) Carhampton, 

• The refolu tions entered liito by the united focieties of Dooaghake and 
its vicinity (and feized on the 14111 of April, 1797) are too explicit to be 
emitted here. They refolved, that “ all power is radically in the pco- 
44 pie iliac 44 at the preftnt crifis the pc spie being united (hould arm, 
44 chufe their officers, and take a firft, fecund, and third, requifitioa of 
44 fuch as are able to go forth to war in defence f their rights as men 
44 that if any prove hoftile to liberty, their eftates or property (hall be 
44 confifeated, and converted to the national fund. 1 * All enemies to the 
caufe were to b« tried by a jury, 44 according to the law then txijting and 
a Revolutionary Committee was to be eftablifhed. It is true, that this patrio- 
tic zeal was condemned by the Provincial Committee as premature ; but it 
is to be remembered, that the High Superiors of the Sea feared nothing 
tut a premature infurreaion j 44 for, 11 fay they, by that meant Govern- 
** meet would have it in their power to put us down, never to rife, at 
# 44 for a century $ and likewise we have j>aid a great deal of money to 
M the people in gaol, and it will take a large fum of money to aflifk 
u them all winter.” — (Appendix^ No. H. ) 


J 
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u becatife he wa$ a great hindrance to mattefs getting 
u forward.” This news ele&rified the whole committee 
with joy. One exclaimed, “ It is great news.” w It i$ 
w glorious news,” cried another : cc It isthebeftnews we 
u have heard yet,” faid a third ; and a fourth declared, 
that k would do more for the caufe than had ever been 
done before.” Dunn then mentioned a narrow part of the 
road leading to Luttrelftown, and a ftone wall from 
whence he might have a flap at Lord Carhampton, who he 
faid was damned wary , and always carried piftols with 
him ; but one good blunderbufs would do as much as ten 
piftols. He then declared that four friends, John Brode- 
rick, Peter Reilly, Patrick Carty, and Ed. Martin, had 
engaged to join him ; on which the committee named 
feven of their members to deliberate on fo important a bu- 
finefs, and ordered them to meet at feven o’clock the fame 
evening, when Dunn and his companions were to attend. 
The cuftomary oath of fecrecy was taken by all prefent, 
to the number of 17; they then parted, after giving as 
the new word u a good act.” At feven in the evening 
the delegated members met, one excepted. The oath of 
fecrecy having been adminiftered to the four friends, they 
were introduced. Thomas Byrne then faid, u I fuppofe 
u thofe are friends and gentlemen ; I fuppofe we all un- 
* derftand what we are met about?” — a If they were 
w not,” anfwered Dunn, tt I would not bring them here.” 
— u We know the bufinefs we are met about (fays 
Byrne) ; let us proceed.” Various plans were then pro- 
pofed for doing his Lordfhip out . Dunn repeated his $ 
Byrne would have at leaft a party of nine mounted ; but 
JohnFerral, with fanguinary zeal, infilled that every per-' 
fon prefent ihould partake of the foul deed ; and his opi- 
nion was adopted. Another refolution propofed by Byrne 

b 2 then 
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then paired : “ that three at lcaft fliould go out dUpiiled 
44 with loofe coats and blunderbufies ; and the reft, w 
44 yeomen cavalry, to be armed with piftok.” The plan 
of execution was, that 44 thofe with Uunderbufles were to 
44 come at the back of the carriage and to fire in ; thofe 
44 with the piftols were then to ride oil, and fire in at the 
44 windows, left the (ire from behind fhould not have 
44 taken effcfl: ; and as they patted the footman and poflillm • 
44 they were alfo to difpatch them j they were then to re- 
44 charge their pieces, ride on in a body towards Dublin, 
44 and keep together, fo as to fecure their retreat.” A new 
oath was then taken, 44 to be ftaunch and fteady,, and true 
44 to one another in the bufinefs.” When the book came 
to John Ferral, he enthufiaftically exclaimed, 44 If this 
44 bufmefs mifles, if provifion be made for my family, I 
44 will undertake to do him in the ftreets.” Several meet* 
ings were afterwards held on the fubje&; for never 
was a murder more deliberately planned. Money being 
neceflary for procuring arms, the chairman of the commit- 
tee applied to the Baronial Secretary, who referred him to 
the Treafurerj and the Sunday after (May 14) James 
Dunn and Patrick Carty were arrefted in the Phoenix- 
park. Carty had, together with his father (a Chelfea 
penfioner) been a conftant labourer on Lord Carhampton’s 
demefnc, and had a houfe rent-free. The day after the 
arreft Lord Carhampton vifited Dunn in prilbn, in the 
hope that he would difeover what was become of the 
three other alfaflins, but he received no fatisfc&ory anfwer. 
On his Lordfhip expretting his furprize that the prifoner 
fhould be capable of fo atrocious a deed, the aflaffin anfwer* 
ed, that 44 he thought it was a good aft ; that he had no 
44 perfonal diflike to his Lord(hip,and would never execute 
44 it alone , but with his party $ that he had ijtever fufFered 
5 44 any 
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a any injury from him ; but that he was fworn to execute 
44 it) and if he were out of that (the prifon) he would 
44 execute it if he could,” As to the murdering the poor 
innocent poftillion, 44 it was to do the thing completely.” 
After this are we to be furprized at the horrid murders 
that have taken place. Lord Carhampton, fome time after 
the arreft of the fon, had an interview with Carty, the 
father, and told him 44 that if his fon would give exami- 
14 nations he was inclined to let him do fo ; and in that 
44 cafe he thought his life might be faved ; and he defired 
44 the father would tell the fon fo.” 44 The father faid,he 
44 was apprehenfive, that if his fon gave examinations, he 
44 would be murdered V* 1 have dwelt on this example, as 
it was the fubjed of a trial, in which the Attorney-Ge- 
neral profecuted for the crown, and four counfel attended 
on the part of the prifoner, Mr. Curran, Mr. M 4 NaHy, 
Mr. Greene, and Mr. Emmett, who had himfelf been a 
member of the Executive Diredory from January, till the 
beginning of May. Such able counfel and fd public a 
trial will ever ftamp this as an authentic document. — (See 
Report of the Trials of Carty and Dunn , publijhed by 
Ridgeway .) 

In June, the captains were informed, that the national 
committee had been fitting fifteen days; but, as only 
io,ooq men of the County of Antrim would rife, the bu- 
finefs was retarded. The colonels of the County of 
Down were unanimous for the rifing. In July their hopes 
were buoyed up by an intimation that 75,000 men were 
embarked at the Texel for Ireland ; but thefe were irre- 
parably broken by the immortal Duncan on the nth of 
Odober. 

In Auguft they received news, that a number of foci- 
Cties had been formed in North America , and that thefe 
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had tranfinitted an dollars to tbeir Brethren in Ireland! In 
October a perfon, juft arrived from Scotland, attended at 
the county meeting, held at Down Patrick, and 44 Shewed 
44 a Scotch conftitution , which was y word for word, 
44 the fame as the lrifli ; only that the words North 
44 Britons were put in the place of Irishmen." No- 
vember 14, inquiries were made of the delegates of the 
Province of U liter, 44 whether they thought that they 
44 could difarm the military within themfelves ; and they 
44 all laid that they could, except Armagh ."-— ( Appendix , 
No. XIV. ) — On the 28th of December, 44 One conftl- 
44 tution was voted to a member, to be given to part of 
44 a /hip's company lying in Belfaft-Lough, for the propa- 
44 gation of the general principle." At the Provincial 
Meeting for Ulftcr, held the ift of February, 1798, it 
was reported, that 44 three delegates (of whom the unfor- 
44 tunatc Quigley, fince executed at Maidftone, was one) 
had juft arrived from France; that the French were 
44 going on with the expedition ; and tliat it was in a 
44 greater Hate of forwardnefs than was expe&ed ; but 
44 what was moft flattering, was, that three delegates had 
44 been fent from the United Britons to the Irijh 
44 National Committee ; and that from that very mo?nent 
44 they were to confider England, Scotland, and Ire- 
44 land, as one people a&ing for one common caufe: 
44 There were Lcgiflators now chofen from the three 
44 kingdoms to adl as an executive for the whole." They 
were alfo informed, that Quigley and one Arthur Mac 
Mahon, of Hollywood, had been the two principal perfons 
who, during the preceding fummer , had opened the commit * 
nication with the United Britons. ( Ibid. ) The delegates 
from England brought an add refs from the United Bri- 
tons to the United Iri&. In high flown ajid patriotic lan- 
guage, 
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guage, the United Britons informed their fellow men, 
that u various political focieties had been inftituted for 
44 the purpofe of reform. — But they had vaniihed, or 
a difcontinued their exertions. The London Corre- 
44 3PONDING Society , and other focieties in union with it, 
44 had rifen upon their ruins.” — That England was never 
withe ut friends to fubftantial Liberty ; but that the flame of 
Liberty had been for a long time fmothered, cc till the 
44 Ftench revolution again fanned its dying embers into 
tt a 1 glow, which, they hoped and trufted, would never be 
44 wftinguifhed. — Our numbers (fay they) are immenfe, 
44 our influence ftill more confiderable, and our fentiments 
44 accord with yours . .We are unthinned by the tyranny 
44 of the law or of the fword — Our delegate is entrufted to 
44 lay before you our proceedings.” And they conclude 
“With beft wifhes for the amelioration of the condition of 
44 man, and hopes that your exertions and virtues, aided 
44 by an united people, will fpeedily emancipate youf 
44 country: We remain, in bonds of Brotherhood and 
44 Union, 

44 Yours fraternally.” 

Friday , Jan . 5, 1798. 

( Seal . ) 

It appears on the evidence of John Hughes ( Lords y 
No. I.) a printer of Belfaft, that the delegate was a Mr. 
Bonham. , who was accompanied by Citizen Baily and the 
younger Binns . The latter, who was introduced tef 
Hughes by Quigley, faid that he had diftributed moll of 
the printed addrefles, and defired to have an addition 
of them printed. Accordingly a thouland were printed, 
and three guineas paid for them by a perfon of Belfaft. 

During this month a regular military committee was 
appointed by the Executive, “ to confider and digeft fuch 
, h 4 w plans, 
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« plans, and di reft the military force in fuch manner, as 
*< might be neceflary in cafe of infurre&ion ; and in cafe 
44 of invafion to co-operate with the French.” 

On the 27th of February it was reported, that the 
AiTociation had at that time fourteen delegates in France, 
and that there had been held in London a meeting of nil 
the delegates*/ England and Scotland . In March, the 
brotherhood of the province of Leinfter fuftained a con- 
fiderable (hoclc, by the arreft of fome of its leading g)em- 
bers ; but on the 25th of the fame month it appears, that 
4C the Provincial Committee of Leinfter had perfedly re- 
tt covered from the {hock ; they (the delegates of Leinfter) 
44 were only four days from the time they were taken before 
44 they had the whole province in a complete ftate of orga^ 
44 nization ; the Government had alfo taken three of the 
a Executive, but there were three appointed in their place 
u the very evening after they were taken.” How truly does 
this demonftrate Weifliaupt’s affertion, that when he once 
has properly organized his bands, he will bid defiance to all 
his opponents. 

Another principle of that prototype of rebellion had, 
unfortunately, been too well underftood by the founders 
of the Irifh brotherhood, and that was to make them- 
felves matters of the education of youth. Many fchool- 
mafters (as I have been credibly informed) have (hown 
themfelves extremely aftive in the whole courfc of this 
unfortunate affair. The very firft man who was tried 
and executed in Ireland, for fwcaring-in the deluded Irifli 
to be true to the French , was a fchool-mafter called Lau- 
rence 0 ‘Connor. — The following are extra&s from his 
papers, and proved on his trial : 44 I, A. B> do fwear in 
41 the prefence of Almighty God, that I will be true to 
44 the prefent United States of France and Ireland, and 

44 every 
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c ‘ every other Kingdom in Chrijiianity , without its being 
44 hurtful to foul or body, as long as they prove fo to me. 
44 And that I will not come as evidence againft any of my 
44 brethren or committees, in any court or place whatfo* 
iC ever, excepting in court-martial, under penalty of being 
44 excluded, or death without mercy— All brothers to live 
44 lovingly and harmonioufly, and quarrelkus to be ex* 
44 eluded, as the Committee thinks proper.” 

41 Thefe articles are according to the Foreign United 
44 States of France and Ireland, by order of our committee 
* of L. G. No. 16 ” 

A fecond paper was in thefe words : 44 The bearer , A. B. 

• 44 was initiated into our fublime degree of L. L.L. by me 
44 C. D.” 

There were alfo found on the prifoner three regular 
certificates, one of Free Mafons , a fecond of Royal Arch ^ 
and a third of Knights Templars , fhowing that O'Con- 
nor was of thefe Orders. One of tfie Counfel attempted 
to explain away the oath, reprefenting it as 44 the mere 
rhapfody of a warm imagination, ufed to exercife itfelf on 
Mafonic myfteries ; ” he reprefented to the jury, that 44 it 
would be a cruel verdift indeed that would convi& a man 
of high treafon, merely for uftng a few cabalijlical words 
and fymbols” I will venture to affirm, that ihould the 
learned counfel ever chance to perufe the Memoirs of 
Jacobinifm^ he will have a clearer infight into the Caufe 
he had to defend, than when at Naas at the adjournment 
of the fummer affizes in 1795. — (See his Trial.) 

What a melancholy feene did the feat of fcience 
(I mean the UniverGty of Dublin)* prefent, when on the 
19th, 20th, and 21ft of April, 1798, it appeared on the 
cleareft evidence that a body of United Irifhmen had or- 
ganized tbemfclves within the walls of the College ! had 

confulted 



t 26 ] 

eonfulted about providing themfdves with arm?, and had 
eleded officers! Nineteen ftudents were expelled, and 
fome other perfons cenfurcd. — (Vifitation held by Lord 
Clare.) 

In the mean time open rebellion continued its progrefs ; 
and on the ift of April it is reported to a committee, that 
a letter had been received u from Bartholomew Teeling ,f 
(executed in September 1798, being taken in arms with 
the French in their invafion at Killala) tt who was one 
tt of the delegates in France, ftating, that the French 
u troops would mod certainly be on board by the middle 
u of this month. The troops from Breft and that neigh- 

* bourhood were determined to try to evade the Britifh 
w fleet, and to land in Ireland ; of courfe the Britifh fleet 

* would follow them ; and while thus drawn off, all the 
tt other troops embarked at other ports would make a 
tt defeent on England. Whatever might refult from this 
tt attempt, it was the fixed determination of the National 
a Committee, in cafe the French (hould be fruftrated, 
w that the brotherhood fhould of tlicmfelves make a riftng • 
4< The citizens of Dublin, it was fuppofed, with the af- 
c< fiftance of the army, could feize the capital at any 
<c moment. ,, Unfortunately, the principles of the Se& 
had made fuch a progrefs, that as early as February the 
returns declared the numbers of the brotherhood to amount 
in Ulfter to 110,990, in Munfter to 100,634, and in 
Leinfter to 68,272; and out of 8,000 military in Dublin 
alone, it was ftated that 3,800 would a Et againft Govern- 
ment. The Executive proceeded to carry their determin- 
ation into execution. Dublin, Chapel-izod, the camp and 
the government, were to be feized on at one and the 
lame time ; and the fignal was to be given to the whole 
country, by the burning of the mail coaches, IJut, in 

order 
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order to get pofleffion of the camp at Lehaunftown, the 
MeflTrs. Sheares applied to Captain Armftrong, who, true 
to his duty (and happily for his country), laid open the 
whole of the plan to his commanding officer, at whofe exw 
prefs defire he continued to commune with the confpira- 
tors. He was queftioned by them as to the ftrong and 
weak Tides of the camp ; and a Mr. Lawlefe (a furgeon), 
with the natural humanity of the Se6t, obferved, that 44 the 
trees on the right of the camp would be very convenient for 
hanging people/* At length it was agreed, between the 
MeiTrs. Sheares (John was a member of the Executive) 
and Captain Armftrong, that the latter fhould 44 ere& a 
44 ftandard upon the night to be fixed upon for the attack 
44 upon the camp, which was to be joined by all whom 
u he had previoufly known to be United Irifhmen; that 
44 no perfon was to be J pared ; and they were not to be 
44 given the option of joining at the time of the attack/* 

The camp once carried, and Dublin fallen into the 
hands of the confpirators, we may judge of the ufe they 
meant to make of their vifiory, by the following paflages 
of a proclamation found in the pofleffion of Mr. Henry 
Sheares, and in the hand-writing of John Sheares, the 
member of the Executive : 

44 Irifhmen ! your country is free, and you are about 
44 to be avenged. That vile government, which has fo 
44 long and fo cruelly opprefled you, is no more. Some of 
44 its moji atrocious monjiers have already paid the for - 
44 feit of their lives , and the rejl are in our bands . — 
41 Arife then, United Sons of Ireland ! Rife like a great 
♦ and powerful people, determined to be free or die ! — 
44 Arm yourielves by every means in your power, and 
44 rujh like lions on your foes — In the caufe of Liberty, 
4C inaction is cowardice, and the coward Jhall forfeit the 

44 property 



t ** 1 

* prtfertj be has we the range tfi protsd i lei bi a^as 

* far fcned) sad tnMScfrcd to ihofe gallant wmt 

* warn and mQ «fe th em . Yes, InAmeii, pc fau if 
11 f£«i eurmal jm0u* % in wbofr cmic you hgfet, tk a* 

* ferr« papmi wad kmni the picicnt gloricu* 

* and the fcmily of him who his frUcn oc flull frfl hoc^ 
u alter m it, fiuH receive from the hands of a ya&aii 

* mtiofl an ample rttoropcnfc out of that property w 

tt the crimes of our enemies have forfeited into its hmik 
A But tm lilrurife faxary Is puez/S r^Mr/y iuii 

* and infiamj /// 

** As for tbnfe degenerate wretches who turn their 
tt fwonk agrinft their native country, the national 
u awfh lira* ; let them find u# fMrrvr^ unless 

“ they flull prove their repentance by fpeedify deferfr 
Uw ing* — icoic c* 

44 Many military fed the love of liberty glow within 
their breads, and have joined the national ftandard 
a Receive with open arms fiich as {hall follow lb glorious 

* an example. But for the wretch who turns his l word 

* againft his native country, let the national vengeance 
u be vijited on him y let him find no quarter” — (Trial *f 
Mejfrs . Sbeares .) 

The foregoing is more than fuffiqient to (bow die na- 
ture of this allbciation. My objeft has not been to write 
the hiftory of the late rebellion, but merely tp (how that * 
its objefl, endy and means y were entirely fimilar to that of 
the infernal Softs deferibed in the Memoirs that have juft 
jbeen laid before the Engliih reader. May my countrymen 
profit of this awful example in Ireland, and guard againft 
the inftdious progress of that Seft in Great Britain ! 


GREAT 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

W HEN vre turn our eyes toward Great Britain, aiFo- 
ciations of a itmilar tendency appear ; under a groat di- 
verfity of names indeed, but all a&uated by a fimilar 
fpirit. Their firft objed was, to activate the minds of 
the people by means of 44 ledures delivered on political 
44 fubjeds, calculated by their very extravagance to catch 
44 the attention of the audience ; and in the courfe of 
44 them every topic was employed that could inflame their 
44 minds, alienate them from the laws and conftitution of 
44 their country, and habituate them to principles of fe* 
44 dition and rebellion. The moft violent publications 
44 to the fame effed were fecretly but generally circulated 
44 in hand-bills, both in the metropolis and in the remote 
44 part9 of die country. Every point that could excite 
14 difcontent, according to the puriuits, interefts, or pre* 
44 judtces, of different clafles, has been fucceflively dwelt 
44 on, and always in fuch a manner as to conned it with 
44 the leading defign. The attempt to accomplifh this 
44 End has appeared in the fhape even of play-bills and 
44 fongs; feditious toafts, and a ftudied feledion df the 
44 tunes which have been moft in ufe in France ftnce the 
4 Revolution, have been applied to the fame purpoie, of 
44 endeavouring to render deliberate incitements to every 
44 fpccies of treafon familiar to the minds of the people.”— • 
( Eng . 2d Report , p. 20.) — 44 In the fame manner (fey 
44 the conlpirators) that a farmer may be roufei by the 
44 mention of tithe^ the Jhoemakers may by the excefftve 
u dearnefs of leather , the inn-keeper by the numerous and 
44 unneceffary Jlanding army , and ALL by a temperate 
“ *nd difpafionate relation of the immenfe number of ft- 

44 necure 
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a necttre places and ufelefs offices, in which the corrupt 
44 and proftitute favourites, agents, fee. of the Rich and 
a Great riot in the fpoils and plunder wrefted from the 
u hufbandman, mechanic, Sec.—(Ap. C. p. 28.} 

The afTociation that took the lead was, the Society 
for Constitutional Information, which on the 
23d of March, 1791, voted thanks to Thomas Paine for 
his work on the Rights of Man. — ( Ibid. %!•) Other 
(bcieties, fuch as thofc of Sheffield, Mancfcefter, &C. pafled 
fimilar votes, for his having demonftrated the rights of 
man in a manner fo clear and convincing . In May, 1792, 
this fociety refolved, that a communication Ihould be 
opened with the Jacobin Club of Paris ; and an addrefs* 
to that club was tranfmitted, figned by die chairman. An 
addrefs was alfo voted to the National Convention on the 
9th of November, 1792, in confequence of the attack of 
the 10th of Auguft on the French Monarch, ftyling the 
Convention 44 fervants of the fovereign people , and he • 
44 nefaRors of mankind . The benefits (they fay) will in 
44 part be ours , but the glory will be all your own ; and 
44 it is the reward of your perfevcrance ; it is the prize 
44 of virtue.’— (Ibid. 24 . ) 

Another affociation, calling itfelf the London Cor- 
responding Society, was inftituted in January, 1792. 
It immediately formed a clofe connexion with the Society 
for Conftitutional Informations on the 12th O&ober, 
1792, it framed an addrefs to the French Convention ; the 
deputies who prefented it, 44 after pointing out their wilhes 
44 to effe& in this country a revolution fimilar to that 
44 made in France, confuler the example of France as 
44 having made revolutions eafv ; adding, that it would not 
44 be extraordinary, if in a fhort fpace of time the French 
44 ihould fend addreffes of congratulation to a National Con- 

44 vention 
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* vention of England ; and the prefident in his*hfwer fays, 
w /A* moment^ without doubt, approaches when the French 
“ will bring congratulations to the National Convention 
“ Britain f Ibid. 25.) The fraternal em- 

brace and the honours of the fitting were the natural 
recompenfe of fuch patriotic declamation. The fanguinary 
Barrere, St. Andre, and the infolent Roland, were de- 
clared honorary members, and the fpeeches of the two 
former on the trial of Louis XVI, were entered on the 
books of the fociety. 

Various focieties were now formed in different parts of 
England, all correfponding with thofe in London, as their 
centre. Reform in parliament, univerfal fuffrage, and annual 
cle&ions, were the objects held out to the over-credulous. 
Soon we find the London Society for constitutional 
Information and the London Corresponding So- 
ciety in clofe connexion with, and a&ually dire&ing* 
fimilar focieties at Hertford; at Cambridge; in 
Norfolk, at Norwich ; at Leicester; in War- 
wickshire, at Coventry and Birmingham ; at Not- 
tingham; in Derbyshire at Derby and Belpen\ in 
Cheshire, at Stockport ; in Lancashire, at Liverpool 
and Manchejler ; in Yorkshire, in the Weft-Riding, 
at Sheffield^ Leeds , Bradford , Halifax , Huddersfield) and 
IVakefield ; in Northumberland, at Newcafile upon 
Tynt) & c. Affociations were alfo formed at Bristol. 
With refped to Scotland, Edinburgh appears to hav# 
been the central point for that country, correfponding 
with London. In the interior of Scotland, and under its 
dire&ion, we find many towns, fuch as Leith , Dundee) 
Perth) Stirling) Kilfytb) Kerkintulloch , Glafgow (which 
alfo correfponded with London) Paifley y Stratbavenj Dal- 
ititbi &c. The fame rules of proceeding, and for fuh* 

dividing 
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dividing die focieties, are to be traced again. But nothing 
can better illuftrate the nature of thefe aflbciatioos than 
that of Sheffield. 

This aflociation, they tell us ( Appendix D.) themfelves, 
44 originated in an aiTembly of five or fix mechanics , who 
44 by their meeting at fome one of their houfes, and con- 
a verfing about the enormous high price of provifions ; the 
44 grofe abufes this nation labours under frdtn the «n- 
44 bounded authority of the Monopolifers of all ranfc^/fcfat 
44 the king to the peasant ; the wafte and lavi/h of the 
44 public property by placemen, penfioners, luxury, and 
44 debauchery, fources of the greivous burthens under 
44 which the nation groans ; together with the mock re- 
M prefentation of the people ; — thefe being the fubjeds 
44 of their convocation, they concluded , that nothing but 
44 DARKNESS and IGNORANCE in the people could fufltr 
44 the rights of every freeman to be thus violated” 
They then invited their neighbours to deliberate on this 
patriotic difcovery 5 they reprinted an edition ‘of 1600 
copies of Paine's Rights of Man, and fold it at fixpence, 
to enlighten their fellow-countrymen. They ftyle them- 
felves the Society for ConftitutionaJ Information, write 
up to London, on the 15th of January, 1792, to requeft 
the favour 44 of forming a connc&ion with all the like 
44 focieties in England, and efpecially with thofe or fome 
44 of them in London, the Thatched-houfe, the London- 
14 tavern, or others, and humbly folicit their advice and 
44 afliftance in the accomplifhing thereof, in order to form 
44 our refolves fimilar to theirs ; becaufe, as we are actua- 
44 ted by the same caufe and principle, and all our in- 
44 tercfls being one, our fentiments ought and muft be the 
44 fame” In about four months after, they inform the 
London Society, that 44 not only their large and populous 

44 town, 
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u town, but the whole neighbourhood for many miles round 
Cl about, have an attentive eye upon them ; and that moft 
44 of the towns and villages were forming themfelves into 
44 Jimilar ajfociations , Jlriftly copying differ us” They 
alfo declare their obje& to be, u a radical reform of 
44 the Country as foon as prudence and difcr effort would 
44 permit, and eftabl idled on that fyftem which is con fit- 
44 tent with the rights of man” They requeft that cer- 
tain members of their affociation may be admitted to the 
London meeting, which now becomes the regulating com* 
mittee, that <c a more clofe coryie&ion might be formed 
44 and communication be maintained,*' for the extenlion of 
c< useful knowledge from town to village , and from village 
41 to town, until the whole nation be fufficiently enligh - 
a tened and united in the fame caufe , which cannot fail of 
44 being the cafe wherever the moft excellent works of 
14 Thomas Paine find reception/* Should any perfon 
wifli to be convinced, that all thefe, as well as the Irilh 
focietiesj were formed on Weifliaupt*s correfponding fcale, 
let him attend to the improvement which the Sheffield 
people were about to adopt at the end of the 4th month, 
and after this offspring of the difcon tented mechanics had 
correfponded with London: 44 It is certainly (they fey) 
44 the beft way of managing large bodies, as in great and 
44 populous towns $ viz. dividing them into fmall bodies 
M or meetings of ten perfons each, and thofe ten to ap- 
44 point a delegate. Ten of thefe delegates form anotHbr 
44 meeting, and fo on, delegating from one to another, 
44 till at laft they are reduced to a proper number for con- 
44 ftituting the Committee or Grand Council/* After 
this, it is really ufelefs to trouble my reader with any 
thing more on the nature or principles of the focieties of 
Great Britain. We find fubferiptions carried on for *the 

c defence 
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defence of the profecution commenced againft Thomas 
Paine. The Scotch Societies agree with thofe of Eng* 
land to hold a Convention, which, though not general from 
England, met in O&ober, 1793. — (Appendix F.) — A 
letter was there read from the four united focieties of Ire- 
land. Citizens Hamilton Rowan and Simon Butler attended 
from Dublin, but were not delegated 5 however, die latter 
made a report to the convention on the ftate of Ireland. 
Margaret , a London delegate, faid, “The focieties in 
44 London are very numerous, though fomewhat flu&ua- 
44 ting. In fome parts of England whole towns are re- 
44 formers ; Sheffield and its environs have 50,000. — 
44 In Norwich there are 30 focieties in one. — If we could 
44 get a convention of England and Scotland called, we 
44 might reprefent fix or /even hundred thoufand males, 
44 which is a majority of all the adults in the kingdom; 
44 and miniftry would not dare to refufe us our rights.” 
They had held fourteen fittings, when the magiftrates 
thought proper to put a flop to it and arreft fome of the 
members ; others aped the condudf of the tiers etat at 
Verfailles, when ordered to difperfe, and adjourned from 
place to place $ happily, however, they did not fucceed. 
All their forms, and even their mode9 of fpeech, were 
fervilely copied from the French. After the numerous 
adherents that they had feduced, it is natural to think that 
the teachers of the Sc6t thought it time to bind the rnon~ 
Jlers who dared oppofe them ; to effe&uate this, pikes 
were forged in different parts of Great Britain. “ A 
44 plan (writes the fccretary of the Sheffield fociety, in 
44 April, 1794) has been formed for carrying into effeft 
44 this neceflary buiintfc (of arming). Pike-blades are 
4< made with hoops for the (hafts to fit the top ends ; the 
44 boctom end of the (hafts (hould be about an inch thiclc- 
44 er, and fir is recommended for the (hafts, felc&ed by 
7 41 perfons 
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perfons who are judges of wood. The blades and 
u hoops will be fold at the rate of one (hilling, properly 
4< tempered and polifhed. The money fent with the or* 
41 ders.”— - (2td Report^ p. 2.) The fecretary of tht 
CorrcfponJing Society gave directions where the pikes 
might be procured (page 5); thofe who could procure 
mulkets learned the ufe of them, exercifing by candle-light* 
or under pretext of loyal aflbciations 5 that which afTumcd 
the name of Loyal Lambeth would admit none but thofe 
who were members of the Correfponding Society, or who 
promifed to become foj nor had this armed affociation 
been authorised by government. . Meanwhile Scotland had 
made fuch progrefs, that the brethren there not only began to 
arm with pikes, but alfo turned their minds towards acting ! 
The plot was fortunately difeovered. A (heriff’s officer 
went to fearch the houfe of a Mr. Watty for fome goods 
which were fuppofed to have been fecreted, as belonging 
to a bankrupt of the name of Niclfon , and who has fincc 
commenced preacher in England. In this fearch he found 
fome pikes ; and in a fecond (made in the fame week, on 
the 15th of May, 1794) many more were difeovered in 
a clofet. This gave rife to inquiries, and it was found 
that no lefs than 4000 pikes had been Ordered for Perth, 
befide thofe wanted for Edinburgh. It was farther difeo- 
veicd, that this Watt was a member of the Committee of 
Ways and Means delegated from the remnants of the 
convention \ that he had in this committee read a plan 
41 For feizing on the Lord Juftice Clerk, the Lords of 
44 Seflion, and the Lord Provoft. A fire was to be light- 
44 ed at the Excife, and when the foldiers were coming 
44 down the people were to fall on them and feize the 
44 Banks.’ ' ’ As foon as this had fucceeded, a proclama- 
tion was to be ifiued, 44 Defiring all farmers not to remove 
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“ their grain under pain of death, and all gentlemen not 
u to go three miles from their houfes.” This grand 
plan was communicated to the Societies by means of tra- 
velling adepts, who had a certificate authorizing them to 
call at the Societies. It was not figned, but feals were 
attached to the co'mmiffion. The plan executed, and die 
“ AriJlocraU feized” couriers were to be fent to die 
country with the news. In Watt's houfe were alfo found 
the types of the hand-bill contained in Appendix A. No. i. 
and dated Dundee, April 12, 1794, which was diftributed 
among the Fencibles, to ftir them up to revolt. The 
manner of diftributing them is worthy of remark, as being 
common to England as well as to Scodand. Downie y who 
was alfo a member of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and who was convifted with Watt y after giving 
fome to a perfon who was to diftribute them, <c defired 
w him to throw the parcel on the floor ; and if any body 
c< afked him where he got it, he might (ay he found it” 
A fhort time after, thefe hand-bills found their way to 
the foldiers in garrifon at Dalkeith. — ( See the Trials of 
ITatt and Downie , in Auguji and September , 1794. ) 

Oil the 12th of April, 1797, England witnefled the 
awful fight of its fleet in open infurre&ion. Here, as on 
land, we find oaths of fecrecy and of union, delegates, 
and accord of f)flem pervading the whole mutiny. At 
Portfmouth it was happily quelled, in a great degree, by 
the 20th of April; fome ftraggling (hips would indeed 
fhow fymptoms of revolt, from time to time, both there 
and at Plymouth : at length the great mutiny at the Nore 
broke out on the 12 th of May , and was not fupprefled till 
the month of June. Many of the mutineers were brought 
to trial; and Parker, their leader, was hanged on the 30th 
of June. No authentic document appeared on thefe trials, 
6 indeed, 
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indeed, that could connefl this mutiny with the fecret 
focieties on land; but, if we look to dates, it will be 
evident that the Correfponding Society did not view this 
infurredion of the fleet with an indifferent eye. I here 
allude to the papers that appeared on the trial of a man 
of the name of Fellow es y who had been a journeyman 
carpenter before he took to the patriotic line ; he was 
tried at Maidftone on the 13th of March, 1798 (his 
trial having been deferred at his own requeft) and fen- 
tenced to two years imprifonment. The account of the 
tranfadion given by the prifoner, as appeared in evidence^ 
is as follows: tc That he lodged at a Mr. Wratten’s 
u houfe in Maidftone ; that a parcel came there on the 
a 18/A of May , 1797 (die fleet in full mutiny) directed 
c< to Mr. Wratten, by a Charing-crofs coach. The wife 
a opened the parcel ; and, as Mr. Wratten was from home, 
a he (Fellowes) told the wife, that the papers it con- 
cc tained belonged to one of the focieties; there was to 
<c be a meeting, he told her, on that night at the Rofe 
u and Crown ; that he would carry them there, and take 
<c the fenfe of the meeting. He accordingly did fo ; read 
<c one of them, and none of the fociety made any ob- 
u je&ion. He then laid them on the table y and the 
<c members of the fociety helped themfelves as they thought 
tc proper ” (or, perhaps, found theniy as was the cafe 
with the hand-bills in Scotland). Some of the bills were 
carried from this meeting to another diviflon of the fo- 
ciety, fitting at the Cajlle Inn y under the pretence of 
knowing whether they were legal ; but, whether legal or 
not, they were diftributed before morning among the fol- 
diers then at Maidftone. The paper began thus : — To 
w the Britifh Army: — Comrades, are we not men ? Is it 
* not high time we ftiould prove we know ourfelves to 
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ft be ftichf Af* we any where refpefted as men, and 
u why are we not? Have not wrong notions of djfcU 
K pline led utfr to our prefent defpifed condition ? Is there 
m a mart among us who does not wilb to defend his 
“ country, and who would not willingly do it without 
“ being fubjed to the inToknee and cruelty of effeminate 
“puppies? Were not the Sailors (at that time in 
“ full infurredton), like uj, mocked fir want of thought^ 
“ though not fo much defpifed for poverty as we are? 
^ Have they not proved that they can think and act 
ft fir tbemf elves , and preferve every ufeful point of 
ft cipline full as well, or bettor than when under tbo 
44 tyranny of tboir officers f 99 Then comes a heap of de- 
clamation againft the officers, againft Parliament, againft 
barracks (a terrible grievance, as ' it guards fiildiefs 
from felling an eafy prey to the difeorttentod^ and on the 
fyftem of clothing; the Addrcfs then proceeds; “ Thefe 
ft are a few of our grievances wi hut a few * what fhaH 
“ we do ? The tyranny of what is felfely called difeipline 
tt prevents us from acting like other men . We cannot 
“ even give in a petition fcr'that which common honefty 
V would freely have given us long ago. We have only 
44 two choices^ either to fubmit to the prefent impofitions, 
“ or demand the treatment proper for men. The power is 
c * all our own. The regiments which fend you this are 
“ willing to do their part.” (Can the Correfponding So- 
ciety here denominate themfelves regiments, in confo 
quence of their pike-rbufinefs ?) “ They can Ihovv their 

44 countrymen th f ey cqn be feldiers without being JlavtSy 
44 and will make their demands as foon as they know you 
“ will NOT DRAW THE TRIGGER AGAINST THEM. 

Of this we will judge when we know you have dif* 
* 4 tributed this hill, not only among your comrades, but 

“ ft 
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tt to every foldier whom you know IK EVERY PART of 
44 the country — Be fober — Be ready,” The whole of this 
trial took place in prefence of feveral of the members of 
the Correfponding Society of Maidftone; and after the 
fentence of two years imprifonment was patted on Fel- 
lowes, and that he was taking from the bar, fome of his 
friends confoled him by faying, “Two years! that is a 
<c long while; but Buonaparte will be here before that.” 
However, this vapouring Cameleon is little to be dread* 
ed by Britons. 

Hand-bills of the fame nature were difperfcd among 
the army in other parts, and particularly in London ; but, 
like true foldiers, they only anfwered by offering rewards 
(colle&ed from their pay) for the difcovery of the mif* 
creants who had conceived fo mean an opinion of them as 
to think they could be feduced from their duty. A par- 
cel of hand-bills, in the very terms here mentioned, was 
thrown into the ftables of the Second Regiment of Horfe 
Guards, between the hours of one and three in the morn- 
ing, but was treated with the contempt it deferved. The 
diftribution of fuch hand-bills, and the proof adduced at 
Maidftone, will caufe much lefs furprize, when it is 
known, that 44 the defign of endeavouring to feduce the 
. 4C army from their duty had been the frequent fubje£ of 
44 conversion among fome members of the Correfpond- 
44 ing Society; it even appears, that a project was repcat- 
44 edly agitated among them, of ftriking a fudden blow, 
44 and beginning by fecuring the Royal Family and the 
44 Members of both Houfes of Parliament, with the hope 
44 (as it was expreffed) that the army , being without 
44 leaders , would no longer oppofe their attempts — 
(2d Report , p. 17 .) 
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The Irifh fyftem was now fully adopted in Scotland; 
as on the 21ft O&ober, 1797, a perfon juft arrived from 
Scotland brought a Scotch Conftitution to a County 
Meeting at Down Patrick, u which was wotd for word 
** the fame as that of the Irifh, only the Words United 
a North-Britoks were fubftituted for United Irish* 
* men.” — ( Irijh Appendix, No. XI F.)— hub on the 5th 
of January, 1798, The United Britons fend the addrefs 
already mentioned in the account of Ireland, dedaring 
that w The Society of the Friends of the People and that 
“ for Conjlitutional Information had difcontinued their 
« exertions; that the London Corresponding Society, and 
4< other focieties in union with it, had arifen upon their 
ruins,” — (Ibid. ) — The delegates who carried it in- 
formed the National Committee of Ireland, that u Eng- 
a land, Sootland, and Ireland, were in future to be con- 
c< fidered as one people, afting for one common caufe; 
♦ c that legijlators were now cbofen from the three king + 
doms , to alt as an Executive for THE WHOLE.”— 
Whither does this information natura*ly lead us ? Surely 
to that paper which gave rife to the famous trial at 
Maidftone of Quigley, Binns, OConnor, &c. ? It began 
thus: <c The Secret Committee of England to the Ext- 
<c cutive Directory of France — Health and Fraternity— • 
the 6th of Pluviofe (or January 25, exa&ly twenty days 
<c after the addrefs to Ireland). Citizen Directors— 
we arc called together, on the wing of the moment, to 
cc communicate to you our fcntiments ; the citizen who 
<l now prefents them to you, and who was the bearer of 
tc them before, having but a few hours to remain in town, 
<c expeft not a laboured addrefs from us ; but plainnefs is 
t; the great chara&eriftic of republicans. 
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a Affiiirs are now drawing to a great and awful crijis ; 

* tyranny, (haken to its bafis, feems about to be buried 
<c in its own ruinss With the tyranny of England that of 
a all Europe muft fall. Hafte then, Great Nation, pour 
11 forth thy gigantic force ! Let the bafe defpot feel thiile 
“ avenging ftroke, and let one oppreiTed nation carol forth 

* the praifes of France at the altar of liberty. 

u We faw with rapture your proclamations ; they met 
** our warmeft wifhes, and removed doubts from the minds 
A of millions. Go on ! Englijhmen will be ready to fecond 
u your efforts !!! ” What fpurious breed of Englifhmen 
are thefe ? What race of Englifhmen have fuffered them- 
felves to be led away by fuch bafe-born cowards ? Is it in 
the life-time of a Howe, a Hood, a Bridport, a St. Vin- 
cent, a Duncan, or a Nelfon, that they dare invite thefe 
enemies of the human race to come and pillage this flou- 
riQiing Country ? Are the fans culottes then to lord it in 
London ft reets, hearing on pikes in fanguinary triumph 
the heads of the beff men of England, with the hideous 
yells of Equality and Liberty ? Vainly (hall fuch fyco- 
phants, in the hope of partaking of the general pillage 
and of defpoiling their fellow-countrymen (for, from the 
king to the peafanty all are declared monopolizers ) fpread 
the terror of French arms and the impoffibility of refitt- 
ing them. No; far from us be fuch teachers and fuch 
leaders, who only beguile the unheedy to lead them to 
beggary, wretchednefe, or the gallows. Englishmen 
are loyal, manly , and brave ; and when once they (hall 
have unmafked thefe infidious brethren, they need never 
doubt of vi&ory. But to return to the addrefs : — The 
nation is reprefentcd to be on the eve of bankruptcy ; as 
making great progrefs in democracy,; and as placing little 

con* 
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confidence in the leaders of oppofition (at leaft fuch was 
the explanation of that paflage given by the CounfeJ for 
Mr. O c Connor). It then proceeds : — 

a Already have the Englifh fraternized with the Irifh 
a and the Scots ; and a delegate from each now Jits 
a with us. The (acred flame of liberty is rekindled, the 
holy obligation of brotherhood is received with en- 
a thufiafm. Even in the Fleets and Armies it makes 
u fome progrefs . Disaffection prevails in botbj and 
* United Britain bums to break her chains.” 

I had forgotten to fpeak of a circumftance relating to 
the fleets. EngliQimen have viewed with horror the fcene 
of the Hermione frigate, whofe crew rofe on their officers, 
murdered them, and carried the fhip into an enemy’s port 
They have feen many other plots laid (but fortunately 
difcovered) to murder the officers and give up the (hips to 
the enemy. Looking back to the oath adminiftered to the 
military in Ireland, u to be true to the French,” and the 
plans agreed upon w to murder their officers and deliver 
the arms up to the towns-people,” the reader will not be 
fo much at a lofs to judge whence fuch atrocious plots 
could arile, or what the progrefs of the brotherhood 
in the fleets can mean. God forbid, that I (hould men- 
tion this with any idea of reproach to thofe gallant men 
who have fince fo glorioufly obliterated every {lain that 
could have attached to their conduit during the mutiny. 
They faw with regret that they had fallen victims to 
feduition, and they glorioufly revenged themfelves on the 
enemies of their country. They have counteracted the 
atrocious plans of the confpiring Brotherhood; and when 
I mentioned the mutiny, it was only to remind them, that 
crafty flducers could perchance furprize their natural 
hone fly# 
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It continues: c< United as we are, we only wait with 
u impatience to fee the Hero of Italy, and the brave 
veterans of the Great Nation. Myriads will hail their 
u arrival with (houts of joy ; they will foon finifli the 
<c glorious campaign I Tyranny will vanijh from the 
face of the earthy and , crowned with laurels , the in • 

Ci vincible army of France will return to its native 
tt country , there long to enjoy the welUearned praife of 
u a grateful world , whofe freedom they have pur chafed 
u with their blood ” (L. S.) 

Did fycophants ever beg more earneftly for the plunder 
and devaftation of their fellow-countrymen ; for they 
could no longer plead ignorance of the views of the 
French? Colonel Tate had made his defcent on the 
coaft^of Wales the 22d of February, 1797, and his in- 
ftruflions, figned by Hoche, * the faithlefs conqueror of 
Quiberon, ordered him w to execute a coup de main on 
w Briftol j ” for its deftruftion was of the very laft 
<c importance, and every poffible effort fliould be made to 
** accomplilh it,” on account of its riches and commerce. 

• Thefe inftru&ions were much cavilled at by thofe papers that are 
ever (bunding the praifes of the French Revolution j and even fo late as 
the 31ft of Oltobcr, 1798, the Couriik boldly declares them to be a 
clomfy fabrication of the minifterial writers. The Englifh nation at large 
(hould know that thofe inftru&ions were never doubted of by any well 
informed perfon, from the firft feizure of them by Lord Cawdor in Feb. 
1797} that they were deposited at the Secretary of State’s office $ that they 
are alluded to in the report made the 9th of May, 1798, by the Houfe of 
Commons On the treatment of prifonen of war, and are published in the 
Appendix ( A. No. XC. ) to that report. When the reader is informed that 
an office is eftablifhed, Rut du Bacq, for the delivery of the Courier at 
Paris, that it is ftrongly recommtnded hy a creature of the Dire&ory, in 
one of their periodical papers, while all other Englifh papers, but one, are 
profcribed, his furprize will ceafe, as it is natural to expert that fome re- 
turn muft be made to the Dire&ory by the editor of this paper for fo mark- 
ed a favour, though it were at the txpenceof truth. 
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The troops were to be landed by night “ within fire 
u miles of the town, in the grtateft filence, and, being 
tt fupplied with cocnbuftible matter, were to advance ra- 
u pidly in the dark, on that fide of Briftol which might 
u be to windward, and immediately let fire to that quar- 
u ter. If the enterprize be concluded (they lay) with 
u dexterity, it cannot fail to produce the fatal rain of 
tt the town, the port, die docks, and die veflels, and to 
tt ftrike terror and amazement into the very heart of die 
* capital of England.” Let the Inhabitants of Briftol 
now call on tbofe infidious brethren who dare commune 
with them, and aik them, Whether they alfo approve of 
this invitation of the brotherhood to the French, as they 
tt applauded and approved the refolution of forming ano- 
tier general (invention ” on the 24th of April 1794, 
alter the difperfion of the Scotch Convention in Decem- 
ber 1703* After reading Hoche’s Inftrudions, will they 
write again to the London Correfponding Society — u we 
w lead — we blufhed — we took courage — we did more; 
w for we refolved on re-aflemb!ing.” If fo they do, it is 
tv' tv hoped that they will do it for the purpofe of making 
piibhc atonement to their fellow-townfmen for their paft 
conduct ; for they can no longer fay <c 9 tis a noble — 'tis 
u a virtuous — 9 tis a god-like and immortal caufe — in 
4< which wc arc now mutually embarked.” — (Appen- 
dix H.) 

The inft ructions proceed : “ The expedition under 
u Colonel Tate has in view three principal objedhs ; the 
u firft is, if poflible, to ra;fc an infurre£fion in the coun- 
try ; the fecond is, to interrupt and embarrafs the 
cc commerce of the enemy ; and the third, to prepare and 
cc facilitate the way for a defeent, by diftra&ing the atten- 
“ tion of the Englifh government. 


u In 



[ 45 ] 

<c In all countries the poor are the clafs mod prone to 
44 infurreCtion $ and this difpoftion is to be cheri/hed by 
44 diftributing money and drink \ by inveighing again/i 
44 the government^ as the cause of the public dis- 
44 tress ; by recommending and facilitating a rifing, to 
44 plunder the public ftores and magazines, and the pro- 
44 perty of the rich, whofe affluence is the natural fubjeft 
44 of envy to the poor.” By fuch means 44 numbers of 
44 artizans and workmen, of vagabonds and idlers, and 
44 even malefactors,” were to be attracted and 44 formed 
44 into new companies under the command of French 
44 officers.” 

44 The commerce of the enemy in the country is to be 
u interrupted by breaking down bridges, cutting off dykes, 
44 and ruining caufeways, which is, at the fame time, 
44 effentially neceffary for the prefervation of the army ; by 
44 plundering all convoys of fubfiftence, the public ftages 
44 and waggons, and even private carriages ; the cutting 
44 off the fuppHes of provifions from the principal towns, 
44 burning aUjreffels and boats in the rivers and canals, 
44 deftroyirtg magazines, fetting fire to docks and coal- 
44 yards, rope-walks, great manufactories, &c. &c. It 
44 is to be obferved likewife, that by thefe means a crowd 
44 of artisans will be thrown out of employ , and of courfe 
44 be ready to embark in any meafure which holds out to 
44 them fubfiftence and plunder without labour or fatigue.” 
To be fure, the poor, the workmen, and artizans, are 
here held out as a moft profligate race ; but Hoche, it is to 
be remembered, fpeaks from the example of France, where 
the deftruCtion of manufacturing towns was looked upon 
as a means of recruiting the Jacobin ranks. Secret iocie- 
ries had prepared them for fuch horrid deeds in France; 
and Sheffield, Birmingham, and Manchefter, appear to 

have 



t 46 1 

have been the firft objects of the patriotic labours of th£ 

fecret fncieties in England* 

14 Subfiftence is to be felzed wherever it can be found j 
“ if any town or village refufe to fupply it at the moment 
44 it is to be given up to immediate pillage ; your lolditrs 
44 are to carry with them nothing but their arms : they 
44 will find every where aothes^ linen , and Jhset \ the 
44 inhabiujiis mujt fupply your wants^ and the feats of the 
44 gentry arc to be your magazines* Wherever the legion, 
44 or any of its columns is pofbd, if the neighbouring 
w pariflics do not give Infant notice of the approach of the 
44 enemy by ringing bells, or otherwife, they art to k 
u given tip TO FIRE AND SWORD* 

44 With boldnefs and intelligence combined, you may 
<( eafily polish yotirfelf of Che/ler or Liver poo 4 whidr 
44 you wjII ruin by burning the magazine and filling of 
u the fortsy of at leaft you will cut off all communication 
44 between thofe cities and the interior. — In order ro 
44 fpread the confternahon and aftomfhmcnt as widely a* 

44 pofltble, after the deftni&ion of Liverpool, (for thit 
44 point is capitaly) you muft follow your blow, and felze 
44 upon fome fmall town or fea-port on that coaft, which 
44 you will lay under contribution.” Was it (I would 
afk) to prepare the town of Liverpool for fuch a fete that 
fo early as 1792 fome of its inhabitants entered into a dixeft 
correfpondence with the London focieties that were as that 
time addrefling the^Jacobins of Paris and hailing them as 
brothers ? Did they then conceive* that within the fpace 
of fix years an addrefs would be fent to invite thofe Jaco- 
bins into England, bearing fuch inftfuftions as are now 
laid before the reader ?— During this time Hoche, in per- 
fon, was fuppofed to be in Ireland \ and my reader may 
eafily conceive, by thefe inftru&ions, the horrors that he 
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would have committed himfelf, had he fucceeded in his at* 
tempt at Bantry-Bay. Two other French parties were 
to have been a&ing in concert with Tate, in all probabili- 
ty with fimilar inftru&ions, in Yorkfhire, Durham, and 
Northumberland ; and without doubt thefe parties, if fuc- 
cefsful, would have as radically reformed the conftitutiort 
as could have been defired by that aflociation at NewcaJlU - 
upon-Tyne> which wrote, on the 24th of April, 1794, to 
inform the London Correfponding Society how cunningly 
they met every week, 44 admitting none but known friends , 
44 and affuming no name but that of newspaper-com- 
44 panies.” News indeed ! their town burnt, their port 
deftroyed — Great news — bloody news for the friends. 
Should they, however, not have been the firft obje& of 
the rapacity of the implacable enemy, and, learning by 
the example of Briftol, have conceived hopes of prefer- 
ving their town, by petitioning his Majefly for a military 
force, would they (I make bold toafk) patriotically finifh 
their petition, by 44 Farewell, hoping the hydra of 
44 TYRANNY and imposition J hall foon fall under the 
44 GUILLOTINE OF TRUTH AND REASON ! !” Let them 
learn before it is too late. — ( Appendix H, p. 121.J 

In February laft, the united Britifh were fwearing-ia 
profelytes in the Borough ; and thefe feducers would have 
continued their feditious praflices, had they not been put 
to flight by the magiftrates of Union-hall; and John 
Cormick, in his declaration of July, 1798, ftated, that 
44 he knows there is an agent for the United Britifh refi- 
44 dent in Paris, and that there are agents both for the 
44 United Britifh and Irifh refident at Hamburg.”— (Irifh 
Jp. No. XXXII.) — Thus are we led to July, 1798, by 
authentic documents, which will be more than enough to 
convince the moft obftinate fceptick, that this confpiring 
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Sc& Is ever a&ive and vigilant to betray its country- 
men into the hands of die moft implacable of enemies. 

Would to God that every Englifhman would re * 
fleft on the proceedings of Secret Societies! how dear- 
ly might he perceive their twofold objed — of overturn- 
ing aconftitution that has led England to the (iimmitof 
glory and profperity ; and of erefting a power, on blood- 
filed, rapine, and thenegle& of every fecial duty. On the 
one fide, we fee the Rights of man, Equality and Liberty, 
fet forth by thefe infidious teachers, to prove to the induf- 
trious labourer and unwary artizan, that it is a breach of 
their rights to fee the inhabitants of the earth diftinguifhed 
into clafles fubordinatc to different ranks and fubjed to 
Superiors ; that were thefe diftirwSHons of monopolizer s 
once broken, the people would then be repoflefled of their 
imprefcriptible rights ; that tyrannical laws would no 
longer reprefs the glorious zeal for the welfare of man- 
kind, and defpotically condemn thofe real patriots , the 
friends of man and the defenders of their rights. The 
exifting governments are reprefented as an infringement of 
the rights of the people ; the magitl rates and military as 
agents of defpotifm; the clergy as impoftors. On the 
other fide, to eftablifh the rebellious power of the Secret 
Societies, any number of perfons being rendered difcon- 
ted by hearing the perpetual declamations of thefe political 
libertines , an oath of fecrecy and union is tendered to 
them; their curiofity and enthufiafm is next worked upon 
by the hopes of fecrets of high importance ; they make 
profelytes; their afiemblies foon become too numerous; it 
is hinted that it would be dangerous, under the exifting 
circumftances, to meet in fuch numbers ; it is propofcd 
and agreed that they fhould divide, by tens for example; 
that, in order to eftablifh a fort of fubordination, each 
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(bciety fhould choofe a delegate ; then the ten delegated 
depute one of theirs to a higher degree ; fo from degros to 
degree we rife to the Grand and Regulating Committee • 
One would think they had forgotten their declamations 
againft rank and Superiors. The leaft breach of fecrecy 
is to be punifhed by poifon or the dagger. Difobedience 
is feverely punilhed ; and when we look to the Jacobin 
oath we find that neither Father, Mother , Friend, Relation, 
nor even Mtjlrefs, are to be fpared, when the good of the 
caufe is in queftion. Is it that a few rebels, ftyling them- c . 
felves a Secret Committee, may in conjunction with the 
moil inveterate enemies of thefe kingdoms plunder and 
defpoil their fellow-countrymen, that Englilhmen will 
hearken to thefe feducers ? Shall a few frantic Jacobins, 
becaufe they are arrived at the fummit of the pyramid, 
there to receive the loathfome fumes of blafphemy and re- 
bellion, lord it over a nation that can boaft of a Sovereign 
whofe virtues and paternal affeCtion have rather made him 
the father than the ruler of the nation ; — of a Houfe of 
Lords, deferibed even by the Jacobin Lacroix, tt as preci- 
<c ous to the nation, becaufe it is a rampart of its liber- 
u ties,” — of a Houfe of Commons ever watchful of the 
real rights of the people, in fpite of the declamations cf 
the Brotherhood to reprefent it as the contrary 5 * over a 

nation 

* Few people would fufpe&, that the debates in Parliament could ever 
be converted Into a tool for the propagation of the views of the Corre- 
fponding Society. The following letter, however, will Ihow how care- 
fully our anceftors had forefeen every danger, when they ordained that 
the debates fhould be kept fccret ; it will alfo ferve to explain the vehe- 
mence of many, on the occafion of the recent clearing of the galleries and 
bar during certain debates of high and tickliih importance, fuch, for ex- 
ample, as the Irifh bufinefs. This letter from the London Correfponding 
Society (Appendix £• March 4, 1793) is written to a fociety at Sheffield: 
u With regard to petitioning Parliament, we are unanimous in the opi • 

d €t nion. 
















